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Swrnd: Hashem protects the righteous, and, in the case of Lot, - literally blindness, and they could not see, let alone attack,
he was saved in the merit of Avraham. As the townspeople Lot and the angels. Symbolically, the wicked of Sodom
of Sodom gathered around Lot’s house and wished to do refused to be kind, not seeing the G-dliness in others. Hashem
h1m and hlS guests harm, Hashem struck them with "©mv"  punished t'hem by taking away their ability to see anything.
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"1 Inn " - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (26)  (unclean powers) become empowered from the words of Torah.
Thinking About Hashem in a Bathroom. The Poskim grapple  If they are said to break a sin, the impurities are weakened.
with the question, if one can think about Hashem in a bathroom.  Dissenting Opinion. The Levushei Mordechai ) disagrees and
To think about posukim or Medrashim that describe Hashem, says that it is prohibited. He brings proof from the Talmudic
would seem to be prohibited. The question is just thinking about  story 7 about Dovid HaMelech who once found himself in a
Hashem Himself. Is it permitted or not? One logic to permititis bathhouse and thought, “Woe is to me that I am here, now,
because thinking about Hashem is thinking about an undeniable  empty of any mitzvos.” Until he remembered that the mitzvah of
reality of life, something that is truly everywhere (hence the Bris Milah is with him constantly. Why didn’t he just think about
song!), and if Hashem is indeed everywhere, how can a person  Hashem and fulfill the mitzvos of Emunah, Dveikus, etc.? From
be prohibited from contemplating this true fact? here is proof that, in fact, Dovid was not allowed to think such

W’;‘” "’; o NW?.M' B 71 i . . . . : ‘"’;’ ma Concurring Opinion. R” Shlomo Kluger ZT”’L () writes that  thoughts in a bathhouse! However, many disagree with this proof
(J‘?-K:t:) oy ; -N rl o2 oW NP 1/}:3?21' N2 WN yan n T 'ﬂbfm 1";”?3 N2 NI AN M 'WWN. e gny'l ] it is permitted. He brings a complicated proof from a Gemara @), because that Gemara is a continuation of a previous Gemara that
DPTR Py NRAT DIPAD DM/ 1 ANEN DINTA - TFN D2 - @-m) 121 REYIN s ey and offers a unique logic. The reason that one is forbidden to  states: “Beloved are Yisroel that Hashem surrounded them with
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think Torah thoughts in such a place, is because those thoughts  (physical reminders of) mitzvos - Tefillin on the head and arm,
will somehow be degraded by the uncleanliness of the location.  Txitzis on the 4 corners of their garments, and Mezuza on the
However, certain thoughts are so lofty and elevated that nothing  doorways.” About those physical reminders, the Gemara then
can blemish or degrade them in any way. Sefer Minchas Asher  continues that Dovid HaMelech was once in a bathhouse without
@ brings a source for this type of logic from R’ Moshe any of them, until he remembered Bris Milah which is also a
Kordevero ZT’L @). He cites a halacha ) that even though one  physical reminder. Mitzvos of the heart and mind, like thinking
may not give a halachic ruling in a bathhouse, if one sees about Hashem, however, are not the topic of this Gemara.
another mistakenly doing a sin there, he may quote the correct  Qther Opinions. Sefer Nachal Eshkol (), in the name of one of
ruling to stop the person from sinning (if he will listen). Simply, his generation’s sages, rules leniently for the same reason as
it is because we push aside this prohibition to stop another from  mentioned above. Sefer Lehoros Noson ), though, is strict based
doing something worse. However, RM”K there explains it on numerous sources and uses the logic that it is almost certain
differently. When one says Torah in such a place, the "N NS"  that one will think of posukim and sayings of Chazal as well.
CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV 4 (4) 250 DT (3) 3 NDY (2) 279 NN DY PYYPOA (1)
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We are mispallel in Selichos as follows NI NAWIN Y'Y TRYIWI N PRYY NMIYY 23 08 XN 1IN TN AN ONIIRD My "
"my. We ask that the y"w29, who answered the prayers of Avraham and Yitzchok Avinu on Har Hamoriyah, should answer
our prayers as well. Where do we find that Avraham and Yitzchok davened on the mountain? Did they pray to be released
from the nisayon of the Akeida? On the contrary, the moment Hashem commanded Avraham, “Take your son,” the Torah
tells us that he ran to fulfill the will of Hashem. Additionally, it is called "pny nPpy” because it was Yitzchok who asked his

father to tie him down so that he should not move or run away in fear. They never prayed to have the command annulled!

I had a nawnn. As Avraham and Yitzchok arrived at the mountain, Yitzchok asked his father, "nowb nwn X" - “Where
is the lamb to sacrifice?” Indeed, THIS was his tefillah: “Please, Hashem, if You send a lamb instead of me, I will serve
You with my life. If there is no lamb, I will serve You by giving up my life.” Avraham Avinu then spoke as well, and said,
"nwn Y IR OPWN' - He, too, prayed to Hashem and asked: “Please, Hashem, show my son the lamb so he can go on

living, but if there is no lamb to sacrifice, I am ready and willing to sacrifice my only son - to fulfill Your command.”

In the end, ">X MM X ¥YY NN ONIIN XYY - “Avraham lifted his eyes and behold! There was a ram.” Hashem did
answer their fefillos and sent the ram they had prayed for. Thus, just as He answered them at that momentous occasion, we

N7 TIRY TR 71377 TIOW W TARD TR 01K PR 7 DT N 3nmen Doy o b ’by I3 1R R0 R R /TR TR (9D 7YY
M PY YWD T YW R 0w AR M, pw nDwe ey ye 2270 AR 372 N5 PRERY A 1 nbynd Ty pRe IR R 001372
02010 N7y PRI PTAT AYeD ORSR TR Y YU Tl TRV AW R Ay m 7 RS TR 7200 S 513 10 b omar o
TPw 2 5oan AR 52 AT Ay OIR 9D WAY TR PpYh Mo 791 KD Iy 0071277 OR TTIRIY A W *9772 0 133 P IR Jan?
a1 X H0B7 TN OIR P /1T NTRYA wrRY) ‘02 AT R 1001 0772 1007 TAYY ©Y O7NaRD W3R DT N 773pn 1903 720 37ayR) iy
DA AR A 7R1A Dap? 02010 MR TwIYA AR P, NPT 2 AT 072 TAY) KW Dwp MITOI AwYa 70ind WAR OTaRY Mt o
(CIPIT MO A PRI TOI 7000 TPW D INIRTD PN VAN fIR O 197 1NN TRV 2 Wi Wl Mol AR A
DPAWN 012 2PIRM TP PR YW O AR 0w AR Y WHY INN PIY BY PIN WAt DR TMYRnD 10y IR0 PR 11 113 00330
IR MRS /09 5-X 7 Ow3 OW RPN YAW N33 DWR YOV MWW DOU T IR, IPN0 0977 DR YT oW Y710 7awnm v 12 wripne
5ya5 1972 ,20man ank o @n> TR MR 0730 PRPwM ok O DY D TR0 720 IR MO 23R Y 13733 1R 57k Pouw urya
197 15 DA T AT O3 1N Apwm PO 1PTan D25 nuw man 70K TR AT RNw 70 NTRA 00T AR O7AR 1Ay Py mm
S2IYT NR TR YA TP DT IR DA 0w AP VAR KT PRI O3 YARYA Y OTAR 72 MUY [POw TPV R DRI UKD 10
02 5y DIRY T UK DNRR DT 0P TIRD WO MK YR AR DY 122 D0owm AN 1R TARYA WaM e NOpPRRT AR 21 M1en
O TR P A2 1D NI IR 03 TR0 DhRW P D YR vAw 1T AP IMpRInen 20 NN P32 o /2 IR KoK nwya XD mnn oxyw |43,
075 I, S35 1 an? 1M R, EDWD TN T M TR 7 02 102K DA DY A APyt mzn oxy 03 1977 nnna oa ma poynie f
STTI0OOR TR /T2 WY TR WOIT IRY 207 TARW RIT,MPTI MOT2 3 NRD TR NAR SPIY0 TYRKT D AR NanRn 7T TR Y
WBIT WA MY DN PR TR WA MY Attt 93101001 KPR WR 0 IMP2T MIow IR DR I DYOW IR A 113 IR TP 1om
ANR 773p R NN DR 172 0 DR DR 750 A WY R T AR PR R DRI vy 0 7Ty R0 0 120K 12 Waw manRn fe
/IRA 12T 710w RIR DI AR 0w AR AT APTRT AR YT IR IR TRYR R AR 0D PRIRED MRS PR3 0T8T D Mw e |
022 MM O MY WK DR N9 09N 0P O7aK K3 O 1702 ;118 Bw 19y Do O PR IV OX AR TTAY 111073 03 YR
WM OM 1330 DIRN KD Y 20 YT AT 070 TR QWD VaRA DY 13 MO 07 03 D°RE0 X9, 210 727 K1 WD 1120 ORYW 013 o0
7221 205 oM O21Y X2 525 oRmw 757N WPN O7NARY,TOR D2 TR ONPmA 12 TV 120 NN (PR maw) 1R man b ’¥
OWw3 O RIP°Y Yaw K32 WK Y9I O77IR 2 YT AW NPT YA IWONY TR DY IR Ww @p D090N) N7, 79 A0 Amawa oby hpw mee fe
191,71 TR 9 00 /YN ARN UYRAY OTNAR2 2N 1991 /89 b-R T wen A W e > Y AR 03, [mewa IR peny 1y 21 9w xenn |
P YW MMA? KOR 19O 7Y AN OT0Y T R VIRY T 07 R QON0pa NINT DTINRWY RN e mawnm Wi R 1l 23k
(B5¥37 AT AT 07 30 MPWRTR] AT M) MIpRIYY NMon DR DRI MR Dwwn Ja1 BTN B3 Tk oy o oown
AN SY oo TY R - Yaw X33 HUR Yo (275 R7D) 501 (70 DPMOD) FOP 27 VaRM RIT Y171 JMINA 172 1957 10 03 O°%EN O N1ANT

N°021 M5 AN 797IRA 1P D10 NN 00%I0M O Pob Ttw  RIK FOT 0 D RPT R KT IR R TR TN 1 Sw r ara wannw | pray that He should answer us as well Nzl Tov to Cham 7
(7 1) an3 121 aby B-X 1 Owa W RPY (PN TN 1ORT) AT KD AOT 37w LW N RPN K9 Ty 4P IR nmaw e xpwa | A Wise M d ' Vorchheimer & Gitty
075 R OTIRY 2P0 YY DRI ITINT 130 - pYA NN WYY M2 720K0 02 573 R ma Tn5h X3 ROR 1aryD p obw ‘?Jy r:n ANy “Iilscfver ?goiv?ilowrfi% someone unless you are in the process of hel m them up!” Goldman upon their
TR 777 MR 70 D) 9 PRBRT KA TR D1 AR 09T O 03 19 b bty e 13b v 1 aepn b 1 wvw Printed By: Mailway Services ‘Z’;:S D - > Can?p M Felc%m féngl\a}lgefﬁlefll)t .
2 Ow) " TR TY 000 DPR TY PRI 01K MY 2N IR (T e 2 1 952 13,3 TTIY0 7Y RV A NR Ko T I, Tapya Serving Mosdosand Businesses WS N0 WP 270 Merockdim T
WYY TR PR T DYw JPRD Dwnw ornar o - XY (1 U3 waR Sab ATyo 5 RN X9y ay m ava amaab v oy e WorldwideSince 1980 TN Y2 D BTAN 26 Parker Blvd. | Mitzvah. May Klal Yisroel
/71125 AN 7720 7 DINAR T 0 Yy Nnn DRI AT Y0 771299 TR MR AT nbyn DI nR w10 "35" (1-888-Mailway) 380 * O PENOY 845.362.0287  |see much nachas from thenj




92339 V270 .... INIR TWYNn
(P-N3) 713 B NI ROND T)m O1 ON DUEON P 00 W SN 15 M 15 Nt L. Tpn S N ooN s

The Ramban writes that Sarah was at fault for sending away Hagar in the previous parsha: “Our matriarch sinned in
this affliction, as did Avraham in permitting it. Hashem heard (Hagar’s) affliction and gave her a son who would be a wild
man (0T NI9), afflicting the offspring of Avraham and Sarah with all manner of afflictions.” If we ever wonder why Jews
have so much trouble from the Arabs, it may be traced back - as the Ramban points out - to this lack of compassion by Sarah
as the cause of the persecution manifested by the descendants of Yishmael on the Jewish people. (Rabbi Y. Frand Shlit’a)

A well-respected man, a leader and overseer of a large and thriving Jewish community, once came to visit the holy
Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT”’L. Expecting to be welcomed with honor and respect befitting an
important man such as himself, he was shocked when the #zaddik took one look at him, turned his head away and had him
unceremoniously escorted from his presence. Such a thing was rare, if not unheard of, especially for a community leader
who was widely recognized throughout Poland and its environs. Even more than being insulted, though, the man was
frightened at the reaction of the Gadol Hador to his presence. What had he done to bring on such a reaction? To incur the
wrath and ire of the great man? He racked his memory for any sort of incident but he came up empty. Trembling, he
decided that he could not leave Radin without finding out the source of the tzaddik’s displeasure with him.

With a faltering step, he tepidly knocked on the Chofetz Chaim’s door and begged to be given one more chance to talk
with the tzaddik. He finally managed to persuade his way inside and once again came face to face with the rzaddik.
“Rebbi!” he cried, “What have I done? What was my sin, that I was pushed away and removed from your home?”

The Chofetz Chaim’s gaze turned steely. Then, he spoke in an icy tone: “You should just know - that it is all your fault,
all your responsibility! The fact that more than three million of our Jewish brethren are suffocating under the harsh yoke of
the Communists! All the affliction, all the oppression, all the pain and suffering - its all your fault!”

All your fault! All your fault! The Chofetz Chaim’s words rang out with the force of an locomotive train! The fate of
millions of suffering Jews was on his shoulders! How can this be? What had he done?

“But Rebbi,” he began, a stifled sob of protest erupted from his lips, but the Chofetz Chaim cut him off. “Now? Now
you cry? Of course, now you lead a large kehillah, you oversee the workings of your community and surely you wouldn’t
want any harm to come to them. But what about then? What about all those years ago?”

The man was unable to open his mouth. He truly had no idea what the rzaddik was referring to.

“Surely you remember,” continued the Chofetz Chaim, “all those years ago, when you worked as the administrator of
the local Talmud Torah! There was a young boy in your yeshivah, a small child who had lost his father and lived with his
struggling mother. Under his unfortunate circumstances, it was no wonder that the boy tended to act out and make trouble.
He was wild, sharp-tongued and difficult to control. In the end, you lost patience with him and had him thrown out!”

The man thought long and hard. Then he asked cautiously, “What was the boy’s name?”

“Laibel,” said the tzaddik. ‘“His name was Laibel. Since the yeshivah wouldn’t keep him, his mother had no choice but
to put him in a non-Jewish school. But the boy was smart, brilliant perhaps; he may have even become a Rosh Yeshivah
given the proper guidance. Instead, his sharp mind absorbed secular knowledge and he grew to become a leader among the
gentiles. This young Jewish boy, Laibel - Leon Trotzky - became the supreme commander of the Red Army during the
Bolshevik Revolution, and one of the founders of Communism, an ideology he spawned after being spurned from your
Talmud Torah. How many countless neshamos have suffered due to this insidious ideology?”

“Now I ask you,” concluded the Chofetz Chaim, “who is to blame? At whose feet is the enormous weight of history’s

unforgiving irony placed - if not yours? Leave me! I cannot bear to every gokrat your face!”
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Swi: In the hakdama to his sefer, “Tzel Kessef,” Chacham
Avraham Gatinyo ZT”’L writes about a occurrence that
happened to him while he was traveling with a caravan of
Jews on his way home to Salonika, Greece. As fate would
have it, a group of prisoners escaped from a nearby prison
and armed with knives, sticks and ferocious zeal, they
attacked the helpless caravan. Chacham Avraham writes
that a massacre was underway, and innocent people were
stabbed and beaten, bleeding profusely from many wounds.

Meanwhile, the chacham himself was standing in the

midst of the melee, casualties piling up all about him, but
incredibly, he was not touched. In fact, it appeared as if he
wasn’t even noticed by the raiders! As people were falling
on both sides of him, he just stood there erect, invisible to
both the attacked and the attackers. Immediately, he lifted
up his eyes to Heaven and prayed for divine intervention.

Suddenly, the attackers sensed a wagon coming and
they quickly fled. In the wagon, was a doctor who was
adept at treating wounded patients. He got right down to
work and managed to save many of the victims.
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With the sun blazing down; in the midst of a conversation
with the Almighty Himself; three days removed from a
painful procedure; Avraham Avinu, the paragon of kindness
in the world, runs outside to invite three wayward travelers
into his tent. Once situated, he hovers over them, providing
them with water to wash themselves, preparing food for
them to feast upon. Truly, Avraham exemplifies the highest
level of chessed there is, living up to his billing as the pillar
of good deeds in the world. Why, then, would he not invite
his guests to stay over and sleep the night? Why does he
tell them: " mayn NN" - “afterwards, move on,” seemingly
not even giving them the option to stay if they wanted?

The Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Chaim Meir Hager ZT”L,
would often repeat in the name of his father, R’ Yisroel
Hager ZT”L (Ahavas Yisroel), the following quote in
Yiddish: "yy1y» 00 01 P VW) WIAN YT I O Y - “You
have to be good to others, but not good with others.” In other
words, a Jew must always act kindly to other Jews, assisting
them wherever necessary, being gracious and forthcoming in
all dealings, and promoting the inherent values of chessed
and maasim tovim (good deeds) to the greatest extent.
However, this does not mean that one must integrate and
associate with every person. One may be kind to a rasha but
he still must keep his distance from him. As the posuk says:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him bread.” (33-n39vn0)

In much the same manner, Avraham Avinu took the three
Arab merchants to be idol-worshippers who were just
passing through. Thus, he went above and beyond - just as he
always did - to invite them in, clean them up, serve them and
feed them because he wished to do chessed and assist every
single person who needed it. But at the same time, he had no
intention of allowing these idolatrous pagans to make
themselves comfortable in his home, possibly effecting a
negative influence on his family and friends.
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The Medrash says an amazing thing: “And the child grew
and he was weaned; a crib was rocked for the first time in
the home of Avraham Avinu.” Apparently, cribs that were
used for infants in ancient times did not rock - they were
stationary containers where babies slept in peace. Avraham
Avinu understood that a baby sometimes needs movement
to settle him down and he was the first person to institute a
rocking crib, to lull his baby son Yitzchok to sleep.

The Gaon, R’ Meir ben Yitzchok of Copenhagen
ZT”L (hwn »9 M y9p) learns a deeper understanding of this
Medrash. When a Jew learns Torah or davens, he tends to
“shuckle” - to sway back and forth in deep contemplation.
This is quite unlike the manner in which the other nations of
the world pray. The reason is because this tendency was
initiated back in the times of Avraham Avinu, who was the
first person to rock his son Yitzchok in his crib. On the one
hand, the gentle soothing motion calms an infant and puts
him to sleep. On the flip side, the rocking movements
encourage the attribute of "mvm" (alacrity), ingraining a
willingness to take action, to do things, to be agile and brisk,
into the subconsciousness of a baby. In fact, the Mesilas
Yesharim teaches that when one performs a mitzvah, he
should do it with constant movement, for this lends to the
middah of zerizus. If one acts with lethargy, slow and
deliberate in his every move and action, this will cause him
to be lazy and unenthusiastic in the service of Hashem.

For this reason, writes R> Meir, the Jewish people serve
Hashem differently than the gentiles of the world. They
stand erect, or genuflect with precise movement, whereas
Yidden need to shuckle, or sway, or pace back and forth,
when they are davening or learning Torah. This was
instilled into our collective psyche thousands of years ago
by Avraham Avinu, who rocked his baby to sleep, thereby
conditioning his descendants to be active and full of energy.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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n this weeks parsha, the power and inner strength to overcome personal desires in order to do the will of Hashem, is born
and genetically passed down to all Jews by Avraham Avinu. This ability is even more profound due to the fact that Hashem
tested Avraham in an attribute that completely went against his nature. In fact, we see this with many of the tests that Hashem
used for Avraham; he was to do the exact opposite of all that he stood for, believed in, preached about, and lived by. To

sacrifice a child that he loved and waited 100 years for was hard enough, but the fact that Hashem told him that from Yitzchok
a nation will be born, was a complete contradiction! Avraham never flinched. How Hashem would reconcile this obvious
paradox he did not know - He has the solution! - but the fact that he would do exactly what Hashem told him was not a question!

R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a notes that often Hashem tests those whom he loves by expecting them to do something
that goes completely against their nature. Avraham had to suppress his middah of Chessed and do something that appeared
antithetical to him. Yitzchok, the paragon of Gevura, was given the formidable task of loving a child like Esav! Yaakov was
tested in the area of Emes when he was forced to say that he was Esav in order to receive the berachos! Moshe had to write
about himself that he was humble! So, if you find yourself constantly being tested in a certain area that makes it necessary
for you to do the exact opposite of everything you believe in, don’t get frustrated or upset. Realize that this is Hashem’s way
of helping you transcend and uplift yourself - to become the greatest human being that you can be!




