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A SERIES IN HALACHAIH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Halachos of Praying for the Sick (14)
Justification of Reciting Tehillim for Healing.

The Custom and Statement of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi. We
are all aware of the tremendous power of saying Tehillim for
the sick. Yet the whole concept would seem very questionable
after learning the Gemara (» mynv) that tells us about the
custom of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi. He would say the posukim of
Tehillim (N8 719) every night before going to sleep for
protection. The Gemara asks: how could he protect himself
from the dangers of the night by saying posukim, when he
himself was the one who said: "nmn 272 MNOMND WON' - “It
is prohibited to heal oneself with words of Torah”? The
Gemara answers that to protect oneself from a harmful
occurrence that has not yet happened is permitted, and the only
prohibition is to heal an existing wound. Tosfos, there, adds that
for someone whose life is in danger, one may say Tehillim.

The Gemara seems to be permitting the recital of posukim
only for protection from danger or a life-threatening illness, and
not for sicknesses that are not life-threatening.

The Halacha. Both the Rambam (1) and Shulchan Aruch )
quote this Gemara as Halacha. The Rambam explains the
prohibition of healing with words of Torah: “They are making
the words of Torah into a curative for the body when in reality
they were given to be a curative for the soul.” Regarding the
leniency when saying Tehillim for protection, the Rambam
explains: “A healthy person can say posukim from Torah or
Tehillim so that the merit of reciting them will protect him from
troubles and damage.”

The Basic Question. If indeed there is a prohibition of using

words of Torah (including Tehillim as the Rambam states) to
For more on this subject see Maharsha Shabbos 67a,
Sanhedrin 101a, Tzit: Eliezer 17:30, Shu’t Sharei Tzion (R’ S’
Rabinovit, 5766) Ch. 27.) LYY
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R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZTL (Baal HaTanya) would say:
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heal (except in cases of danger) how is it that we say Tehillim for
healing for many procedures that are not life and death cases?
The question is even greater, for R Yehoshua ben Levi himself
is quoted (3) as saying that if one has a headache or any other
ache in his body, he should learn Torah as a merit for healing!
The Answer. There are number of statements in the
commentators that answer the above question. Some of them
overlap and might not necessarily be different from each other.
The Toras Chaim on Shavuos says that the prohibition is only
if one says the words of Torah as an amulet, where the utterance
of the words might contain some mystical healing power.
However, if one learns Torah to fulfill the mitzvah of Talmud
Torah and also has in mind that the merit should help the
healing, it is permitted. Indeed, Torah study is one of the mitzvos
listed in the Mishna @ that not only give a bulk reward in the
World to Come, but also provide "min towa ypm»a” - one can
eat the fruits of his reward in this world, as well. Similarly, the
merit of saying Tehillim, is very much like Torah study (see the
Mishna Berura (3+51) and the words of the Shulchan Aruch
Harav (»-277m 750 "on) and the merit can heal.
The Mechanics of Saying Tehillim. There seems to a number
of ways to understand the “mechanics” of reciting Tehillim. The
Chinuch ) writes that the recital of Tehillim brings trust in
Hashem and awe of Him, to the one who says it. This merit can
be donated to the ill person. The Rambam quoted before, says
that the merit of reciting alone is what can cause the healing.
(There is room to equate the Chinuch and Rambam ())

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L debated for years
whether the Tehillim said for a sick person are being said:
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“In the future, when Moshiach comes, every creation in this world will understand and recognize that there is a
G-dly power within which makes it exist and gives it its life-force. This is the meaning of the words from the
Amidah prayer which we say on Rosh Hashanah. We beseech Hashem to reveal His Kingship in this world - ‘May
everything that has been made know that You made it’- because in truth nothing exists without this G-dliness.”

R’ Simcha Bunim of P’shischa ZT”’L would say:

“HNIIN DV N ONPY N YWY - ‘My teachings shall drop like rain, my sayings like dew.” Moshe Rabbeinu chose
rain and dew because they are the sources of life. In this vein, the words of Torah are likened to rain and dew. While the
rain and dew falls, one cannot see the benefit that it brings to trees, plants and soil. It is only later, when the sun shines
again, that we can see that the rain has done. The same is true regarding Torah study. While words of Torah are spoken,
we do not see what they will accomplish on this world, but later, we will see the great impact they have on our lives.”

R’ Zundel Kamenitzer ZT”L would say:

“We need Moshiach ben Yosef and Moshiach ben Dovid. One, to take us out of golus; the other to take golus out of ps!”
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On the night of Yom Kippur, he asked that a minyan be assembled in his room at Shaarei Tzedek Hospital. His
children complied and brought together ten men to recite Kol Nidrei and the Maariv prayers in his hospital room. When
the prayers were completed, Reb Chaim requested that everyone should remain for just a few minutes longer. He had a
confession to make and he asked that the assembled men should serve as a Beis Din to absolve him of his transgression.

The people naturally stayed and were surprised when Reb Chaim asked if they could all announce together, “Machul
lach! Machul lach!” (You are forgiven! You are forgiven!) Noticing the surprised expressions on the people’s faces, he
explained, “The reason why I requested of you to remain is because a number of years ago, I once hurt the feelings of
Reb Dovid Baharan ZT”’L (another of the respected Yerushalmi families). Since he is no longer alive, however, and I
do not know how much longer I will be on this earth, I am asking ten people to forgive me for that sin.”

Unable to contain his curiosity, one of the men said, “But Reb Chaim, we cannot forgive you unless you tell us how
you offended him.” At first, Reb Chaim did not want to tell; it was obviously something private that he wished to remain
quiet. However, when he realized that halachically, he would not be truly forgiven otherwise, he relented.

“Okay, this is what happened,” he began, “Many years ago, I was davening on Sukkos morning in the same minyan
with Reb Dovid and I noticed that Reb Dovid was saying the blessing over a lulav that had no aravos attached to it.
Obviously, he forgot to put his aravos into the bundle and did not realize while he was reciting the berachos. When 1
brought it to his attention, he was very upset with himself. He immediately tore out of shul and ran home. In no time, he
brought back two fresh aravos, which he inserted into the bundle. With great concentration, he then said the beracha, ‘Al
netilas lulav’ once again and began shaking. I felt a bit of a mischievous twitch and I pointed out to him that according to
halacha he should have said, ‘Al netilas aravah’ since he had already held the other three minim and even made a
blessing over them. When Reb Dovid heard this he fell silent, deeply distressed for having overlooked an explicit
halacha. When I saw the pained expression on his face, I felt sorry for having made the second remark. After all, he had

already said the blessing, and there was no way he could rectify it. Why did I have to give him needless heartache?”
Reb Chaim’s face became a mask of grief. “I should have asked for forgiveness right then and then but for whatever
reason, I didn’t. Now, there’s no time left for me. It is for the distress that I caused this tzaddik that I ask you forgiveness.”
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517:: Two friends purchased a two-family house. After they
moved into their respective residences, one of them ordered
a phone line. The technician came to the home, drilled a
tiny hole in the wall, pulled the telephone wire through it,
and attached it to the telephone.

“Okay, I'm done,” he announced. “Everything is ready.
You can now call anywhere in the world. Your account will
be charged for the installation service.”

The neighbor thought to himself: What a silly neighbor I
have. He spent so much money for such minor work! I saw
what the technician did; he drilled a small hole and pulled
the wire through the hole. I can do the same thing on my
own! I have a drill, so all I need is the telephone itself. He
went to the store, purchased a phone and brought it home.
He drilled a hole in his wall and pulled the wire through. He
then lifted the receiver and listened to the silence.
Apparently, he thought, the hole was too small.

He took a hammer and nail to expand the hole, but he
still heard nothing on the phone. He figured that maybe he
has to move the hole. He tried drilling in several different
places, each time with the same result. In the end, his wall
resembled a sieve. He grew so frustrated that he banged the

hammer against the wall, and all the holes suddenly
combined into one giant opening in the wall. Still, the
telephone was silent.

If he would not have gone into desperation, he would

have continued until all the walls in his house were spotted
with holes. We know, of course, that all his work is futile.
True, the hole is important, but the main thing is that the
wire connects to the telephone network.
Ywma: Similarly, says the Novardok Rosh Yeshivah, R’
Avrohom Yaffen ZT”’L, the act of Teshuvah, returning to
Hashem, is but a condition. "onN S¥ YMHND NNY Y NN -
“Open for Me a hole the size of a pinhole” - we must drill a
tiny hole in our hearts, so-to-speak. We can assume that all
the suffering of the exile, the financial difficulties, life’s
problems and pressures on both the individual and
communal levels, indeed have gored this into a giant hole
within our hearts of stone. But without creating a real
connection to the One Above, all of these holes will remain
huge and gaping - and our suffering will go on and on. We
must accept upon ourselves the yoke of Torah and mitzvos
and attach ourselves to our Creator. Then He will reach out
to us and complete the circuit!
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The year was 1943. Rosh Hashanah was rapidly approaching and R’ Yitzchok’l of Radoschitz had decided that he
would definitely fulfill the mitzvah of blowing the shofar even under the horrible conditions in the Skarszysko
Concentration Camp, on Rosh Hashanah. When he told this to his fellow inmates, they looked at him incredulously.
“Blow the shofar? Here, in a concentration camp? It can’t be done. Besides, Rebbe, we don’t have a shofar!”

The Rebbe replied calmly, “It can be done, and it will be done! I ask only for your help and cooperation.”

The men who were close to R’ Yitzchok’l and revered him as a tzaddik, agreed to gather a small sum of money. With
this, they bribed a Polish worker who lived outside the camp, to bring them the head of a horned animal. To their great
distress, however, he brought the head of an ox, whose horns may not be used for a shofar.

The inmates were crushed. They had used up most of their resources and had nothing to show for it. But the Rebbe,
was undaunted. Disregarding their strong protests due to the dangers involved, he encouraged them to try again. This
time, for a second fee, the Polish worker smuggled in the head of a ram. The Rebbe was overjoyed.

But who would know how to make a shofar from the ram’s horns? And who would undertake such a dangerous
assignment? And where would he get the necessary tools? The task seemed impossible in the slave labor camp.

The Rebbe remembered a former chasid of his, Moshe Naichatchitsky, who used to daven in his shtiebel and who
now worked in the metal workshop of the camp. When the Rebbe spoke to Moshe and outlined his plan, Moshe began to
tremble and tears came to his eyes, for every step of the way, he knew, would be filled with grave peril. Nor did he have
the faintest idea of how to fashion a ram’s horn into a shofar. But when he saw R’ Yitzchok’l standing in front of him,
with tears in his eyes, begging him to enable the poor Jews to fulfill this holy mitzvah, how could he possibly refuse? The
Rebbe promised him that if he accepted this perilous assignment, he would survive the war.

Somehow, Moshe was indeed successful. Shortly before Rosh Hashanah, he presented R’ Yitzchok’l with a finished,
completely kosher shofar. The Rebbe’s joy knew no bounds. On the morning of Rosh Hashanah, 5704, the Rebbe’s
barrack was filled with Jews who wanted to join with him in his minyan, to daven with him, and to hear him blow
shofar. The Rebbe recited “Min Hameitzar” in a choking voice, and then sounded his precious shofar.

One of those present in the barracks at that time, R* Avraham Altman, later gave his impression of these events.
“What shall I say? For me it was like the assembly at Mt. Sinai at the time of Matan Torah. Don’t laugh, or ridicule me.
This is how I felt then and this is how many people felt who participated in that holy gathering.”

Moshe Naichatchitsky did indeed survive the war. He moved to Israel, where he married the Rebbe’s youngest
daughter, the only member of that great tzaddik’s family to survive the Holocaust. After a tireless search, he located his
precious shofar which had been lost for many years. The shofar today resides in the Yad Vashem Archives in Jerusalem.
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On the night of Rosh Hashanah there is a well-known custom to dip a piece of apple into honey. The beracha of
"Ny 9 XM is recited and we add a prayer for a "N NIV MY - “A good and sweet year.” One might think that the
entire exercise is performed in order to stress upon us the “sweetness” of the new year, however, we do not make a
beracha on the honey at all. Instead, we make a beracha on the apple and the honey is added. Why? Because the apple is
a symbol of life itself ("Nn ©»n \y"), and while we may wish for a life filled with sweetness and happiness, the main
object of our prayer is life itself! The beracha "yyn>»a NM" that is recited indicates the main ingredient.

A student once came to the great founder of the Volozhiner Yeshivah, R> Chaim Volozhiner ZT”’L, to ask his advice
about a shidduch. He told the Rosh Yeshivah that a certain man had become extremely wealthy almost overnight and
now desired the best yeshivah student to marry his daughter. He promised the young man that he would support him and
his bride in the very best lifestyle and would generously take care of all their needs. The only problem, explained the
student, was that the man was extremely coarse and vulgar, despite his great wealth. What should he do?

R’ Chaim replied with a story: “In Lithuania, there is a dish that is very popular - cucumbers fried in honey. And do
you have any idea how this dish came about?” asked R’ Chaim. The boy shook his head and R’ Chaim smiled and said,
“Well, I'll tell you. The cucumber very much desired to ‘marry’ the honey, so he sent a shadchan to propose the ‘match.’
The honey was very indignant and replied, ‘How can you dare to even suggest such a match? The cucumber and I are
complete opposites! I am so light, and he is so dark; I am so soft, and he is so hard; he is bitter, and I am sweet. How can
there be any thought of a union between the two of us?’

“But the cucumber was very persistent. He promised to change his entire character to please the honey.
““You say I am dark,’ said the cucumber, ‘I will peal off my dark skin. You say I am hard; I will let myself be chopped
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review, the doctor says, “Sir, you may go home.”

Why? What happened? Well, it is possible that the first
patient is quite sick, whereas the second is healthy and can
return home. It is also conceivable that the second man is
so ill that there is nothing left to do for him. On the other
hand, the first man is sick - but he is worth saving!

The trials and tribulations that a person undergoes in this
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world are for his own benefit. It allows him to clean his

slate from his awful misdeeds. However, if a person is so
wicked that he is “beyond saving,” then Hashem allows him
to go on living, with all his successes intact, so as to “pay
him off” on this world. His soul is so lost that there truly is
no hope for him. If we look at life in this prism, how can
we not rush to repent before our awesome Day of Judgment!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
‘ ‘ R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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H ashem tells us what He wants us to do on this day, the
holy day of Rosh Hashanah: Say three blessings. One
about Kingship, one about memories and one about
shofros. Why do we do this? Says the Gemara:
“Malchius, kdei shetamlichuni aleichem.” Kingship - so
that you should make me King over you. “Zichronos, kdei
sheyaleh zichronaychem eli I’tovah.” Memories - so that
the memories of you should come before Me for the good.
“Ub’mah? B’shofar.” How can you evoke in Hashem this
feeling of mercy towards us? By blowing the shofar.

Chazal tell us what our avodah on Rosh Hashanah is,
what Hashem wants us to do. And yet, we can ask the
question: what does it mean to make Hashem our King?
Don’t we do this every day, twice a day, when we say
Shema and accept upon ourselves "W MoHN Hy'? What
is so special about Hashem’s Kingship on Rosh Hashanah?

R’ Gedalya Rabinowitz Shlit’a gives us a powerful
response. The posuk tells us: DY WNIGONNN ToN PN’
(M- ©127) ">Ne »vaw T, Hashem is the King over His
people when there is an asifa (gathering) of the heads of the
nation and an achdus between the shevatim. This means that
Hashem’s "nm»5n" is contingent on our unity! If Hashem is
King over diverse people who do not value and get along
with one another - what kind of honor is that for the King?
It is actually an embarrassment. The Jewish People were
never meant to be exactly alike: ">Nw» »vaw 7" There
were always different tribes with different strengths,
customs, attitudes and ideas about things - and that is
exactly the way Hashem wants it to be! If we would all be
exactly the same, wouldn’t it be a very boring world? We
are, however, expected to value and appreciate each other.
The more we do, the more honor we attach to our King,
His majesty is magnified by the magnitude of our unity.

Next, we are told to say the blessings of zichronos so that

our memory will come before Hashem for the good. How
can Hashem evoke positive thoughts, so to speak, about
us? Hashem knows everything! What does it mean to bring
good memories before Him? Well, Hashem is our father.
When you want a good judgment from your father (i.e. he
should let you do what you want), you remind him of the
times you helped your mother, watched your siblings, etc.
And there is nothing that your father loves more than when
you get along with your sisters and brothers.

In zichronos we speak about our forefathers, Avrohom,
Yitzchok and Yaakov, and the bris that Hashem made with
them. We talk about how together we all followed Hashem
through the desert and how we all stood in unity - like one
man with one heart - at Har Sinai. We say: "0"Ma8 > D> 20"
- we refer to ourselves as Ephraim, for he represents the
blessing that his grandfather Yaakov gave to him and his
brother Menashe, which became the example of brotherly
love about whom we encourage our own sons to emulate!
This is how we evoke good memories before Hashem; by
talking about the times we were unified.

And how do we accomplish this? How do we actually
bring about great unity among the Jewish people? With the
shofar! The shofar is the tool that brings the people
together! When the Jews assemble for various reasons, it is
the shofar that is blown so that each and every individual
gathered can join one another for one goal.

In the future, too, the shofar will be the catalyst for \1p
1) and the final geulah. And this is why Elul - the month
of peace, love and unity is the preface for Rosh Hashanah.
By working on these beautiful middos at this time, by
improving our love relationship with Hashem and all His
children, may Hashem remember us all for the good, and
may we merit a happy, healthy and wonderful year filled
with ahava v’achva v’shalom v’reius.
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How does one go about fashioning a shofar and blowing it on Rosh Hashanah in a concentration camp? Where does
one even find a shofar in the depths of Gehinnom? To the holy Rebbe of Radoschitz, R’ Yitzchok’l Finkler ZT”’L
HY”’D, the question was not how does one blow a shofar, but rather, how does one not blow shofar on Rosh Hashanah!
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The Navi declares: “The enjoyment of Hashem is your
strength!” (-n ). How does this pertain to us?

The gemara (w0 Mwn WKI) states: “The Holy One,
blessed be He says, ‘Declare Me as your King, in order
that your memory will rise up before Me for goodness.’”
Any Rosh Hashanah, even the fifteenth of Shevat, the
New Year of the trees, is a joyous Yom Tov. This stands to
reason, for on that day, creation is renewed, as the trees
blossom for the first time. It is like a royal anniversary, a
joyous occasion! How much more so on the first day of
Tishrei, which is the anniversary of the entire world!

On the other hand, writes the Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe
Sofer ZT”’L, Rosh Hashanah also has the aura of fear, of
judgment, of seriousness, and it is the first of the Ten Days
of Teshuvah. If we do not do teshuvah now, when will we
do it? It would be appropriate to weep and pray for mercy
and compassion. However, we, Bnei Yisroel, announce,
“Let us not be sad when Hashem, our holy King, rejoices
on His royal anniversary. Let us rejoice with Him, no
matter what will happen to us.”

This attitude arouses Divine compassion even more than
a string of fast days, for Hashem sees that the Jewish
people are more concerned with honoring Him than with
asking for mercy for themselves. He is overjoyed with our
actions. That is what Chazal mean when they say, “Crown
Me as your King on the first day of My reign, so that this
will cause your remembrance to rise up before Me for
good.” Tt is because we rejoice with Him on this day that
“The enjoyment of Hashem is your strength!”
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“Three books are opened on Rosh Hashanah (before
the Almighty): One is for the truly wicked; one is for the
utterly righteous; and one is for those in between. The
utterly righteous are signed and sealed immediately for
life. The truly wicked are signed and sealed immediately
for death. Those in between are standing and (their
Jjudgment) is suspended until Yom Kippur.” (30 mwn wX)

Based on the words of Chazal, it seems so “black and
white.” A wicked person, who is clear to all as a person
who does not embody the values of the Torah, one who
causes others pain and wastes away his money in frivolous
and unholy pursuits; such a person is slated for death and
without question will meet his end in the coming year. And
yet, our eyes see many such people who are alive and well
and thriving in their environment, both socially and
economically. So how can this be? Not only are they not
dying in the coming year, they are living happy lives, with
good fortune, health and nachas from their children!

The Sephardic Gaon, Chacham Yehudah Tzadka
ZT”L, gives a powerful and frightening answer. If one
goes to a hospital and sees two patients who are
complaining of similar symptoms, he might find something
quite unusual. When the doctor comes in to check on the
sick men, he examines the first, orders tests and prescribes
special treatments. After some time to digest the medical
data, the doctor announces, ‘“This man must go into
surgery right now!” At that moment, he is wheeled away.

Now, the doctor examines the second patient. He orders
tests and prescribes the same treatment. Then, after a final
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up into small pieces. And to rid myself of my bitterness, I will let you fry me in honey!’

“In the end, the honey consented, and they were joined together - in the frying pan. After the ‘wedding,” the question
arose as to what blessing was to be made over the dish. Was it to be "0 9 XM2" in which case the cucumber would
take precedent? Or would it be "1272 ) 99nw" for the honey. The majority opinion was that the cucumber was to be
considered the main ingredient, and therefore, its blessing would be the only one recited.

“And so you see,” remarked R’ Chaim to the yeshivah student, “even though the cucumber attempted to humble
himself to please the honey, in the end he remained the dominant partner and his qualities are given precedence!”

From this, the young man drew his own conclusion, and he decided to refuse the rich man’s proposal.

Thus, we see it is the beracha that reveals and determines which is primary and which is secondary. We are first to
petition for life itself ("0 ©»n \y") and only then for the “sugar coating” ("npynm nw mv"). (R’ Yitzchok Sender)
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There was once a man who was well regarded as a most proficient Baal Tokeah, a professional who blew the shofar
flawlessly in his synagogue for many years. Unfortunately, he began to develop doubts about his religion and with the
help of his non-Jewish friends and business associates, he eventually converted out of the faith of his forefathers, 5.

He was a musical individual and he would often get together with other musicians to play music and discuss new
developments in that industry. Once, as they were sitting around discussing instruments, he mentioned that he could play
an instrument that no one else had ever seen before: A ram’s horn! The others asked how does one play a ram’s horn and
by way of answer, he produced his old trusty shofar. Excitedly, he began blowing beautiful long blasts and indeed, his
cohorts were impressed. First, he blew one long blast - a tekiah - then a series of three shorter sounds - a shvarim - but
when he attempted to do a teruah - nine quick staccato-like blows, nothing came out! He tried and tried but as well as he
could produce the other sounds, he was totally incapable of sounding out the call of the teruah.

Something was amiss, and he knew that the only one he could turn to was the old Chacham, Rabbeinu Avraham
Yachini ZT”’L. Eyes downcast, he made his way to the great man’s home and asked, “Tell me, Chacham, why am I
unable to produce the sound of the teruah?”

Rabbeinu Avraham knew this man and how he had turned his back on his faith. He answered sharply, “Why, Dovid
Hamelech clearly answers this in the posuk, ((0-09 DN 'NIZN TID NN N NN YT OYN MWN' - ‘Praiseworthy is the
nation that knows (how to) sound the teruah; Hashem, in the light of Your presence they walk.” When you decided not to
walk in the light of Hashem and His presence, you immediately lost the ability to ‘know the sound of the teruah.”

The heretic was troubled by this. “But I am able to blow the tekiah and shvarim. Why are they different from the teruah?”

The Chacham sighed heavily. Then he said, “Our great Sages have taught us that the three sounds of the shofar
correspond to the three Avos - Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov. The tekiah alludes to Avraham Avinu; the shvarim to
Yitzchok Avinu; the teruah to Yaakov Avinu. Now, the nations of the world have the ability to harness the power of the
tekiah, since Avraham had two sons, one of which - Yishmael - created a large and indigenous nation of his own. The
shvarim, too, is within the grasp of non-Jewish people, since Yitzchok Avinu fathered Esav, the progenitor and
predecessor of many nations. It is only Yaakov Avinu who is described as 'nmow non' - ‘His bed is complete’; in other
words, all of his children followed in the ways of their holy father, and these twelve sons, the twelve tribes of Israel,
brought forth our great nation. Thus, the feruah sound, which corresponds to Yaakov Avinu, is a sound that can only
resonate within the realm of his children, the Bnei Yisroel!”

Tears welled up in the converted Jew’s eyes. He now understood what he had not before: That the religion that he had
been born into was the true and authentic one, and that he had been sorely mistaken and misled. He was forced to leave
the country for it was against the law of the land, to convert out of the Islamic faith once one had been inducted into it.

Fearing for his life, he fled to a distant place and repented his sins. He became a Baal Teshuvah and this time, when he
picked up his shofar to blow, he produced a teruah so perfect in content that he knew that he had come back to his people.
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In Yerushalayim at the turn of the last century, lived a very respected and prestigious family. Reb Chaim Todros
Hershler ZT”’L was a pillar of the Yerushalmi community and his family maintained ties to the many tzaddikim and
gedolim who lived there at that time. Reb Chaim lived to a healthy old age and died shortly after the Yamim Noraim.




