
   `/hnadv ;udv ka atrvn sunkk i,hb vbav atr ka u,uchaj ,
uk iht 'vkhkj 'ost ka uatr oh,rufafu 'atrc vhuk, ;udv kf ,uhj
kf - vkuj uatr ot 'if unf /ohnka upud hrct rta kfa ,urnk 'ohhj
'ohrchtv sjtc hkuj ah ot od - thrc atrv ot 'lphvku 'vkuj upud

/sep,k ohfhann uhauj kfu ,gsv ,ukhkmc ,uhjk lhann ostv
'ann ,unhkac hutrf dvb,vk stn sg rvzvk ah 'vbav atrc ifk   

/hutrf wv iumr ,t ,uagk kfub ouh kfca vbav kf kg ghpah rcsvu
';udv kf suep, kg sepunv j«n ubah ost ka uatrca rnuk ah sugu   
/vkuf vbav kf kg ,usepunv ,uga j"n obah vbav atr hnh hbac lf

iudf 'vcuy vba kg ohznrnv ohkftn kuftk v"rc udvba ohturu    
ifu /"veu,nu vcuy vba ubhkg asj,a iumr hvh" ohrnutu 'acsc jup,
ka atrva ouan ,tz /wufu "ubhtbua u,rfhha" ohrnutu 'h,rf ohkfut
,t ohkcuyaf ifu /ubrthca unfu 'vkuf vbav kf kg ghpan vbav
vcuy vba ubhkg asj,a" 'v"cevn ubt ohaecn 'acsc jup,v
tk otv 'ohktuau /(t ;hgx dpe, whx j"ut) g"uac rtucnf '"veu,nu

 ?veu,n od ,uhvk vfhrm thv gusn ?vcuy vba ehpxn

shcgs vn kf" hrva 'vcuy vba shn, ubk i,ub v"ceva 'k"h tkt   
tuv ot od - ub,t vruev kfu '(c"g x ;s ,ufrc) "shcg cyk tbnjr
oda v"cevn ubt ohaecn 'obnt /ubrucg vcuy uz hrv - gr ubhbhgc vtrb
ohkfut ubt ifku 'ub,ut vruev rcs kfc vbunyv vcuyc ahdrb ubt
vba ubhkg asj,a iumr hvh" ohaecnu 'vbav atrc oheu,n ohrcs
'acsc jup,v ka eu,nv ogyv ,t ohahdrna oafa '"veu,nu vcuy

/vtcv vbav lanc ub,ut vruev kfc iunyv cuyv ,t ahdrb lf
ubc,fu ohhjc .pj lkn ohhjk ubrfz" ohaecnubt vkhp,v jxubc vbvu   
aeck ohkufh lht - hnmgk h,caju /"ohhj oheukt lbgnk ohhjv rpxc
'uhhjn u,un cuya if,h 'uapb iucaj cuajh ostv ot hrv ?ohhjk ubrfz

f"f keken tuv ot hf 'uhtyjc vcrv ,uba suga rnut hn ?ohhj uk vnk
'ohhj ohaecn ubt 'ohhjc .pj lkn ohfhann ubt kct ?ung uchyhh ohhj
'ohhj ohaecn ubjbt od hzt 'ohhjc .pj wv otu !vhjba vmur v,t hf
itfn ahsevk kfuba ohhj oheukt lbgnk ohaecnu ohphxun kct
,uecs ka ohhj ,uhjku 'kekek tku khguvk 'lbgnk er ubhhj ,t vtkvu
/"ouhv ofkuf ohhj ofheukt wvc ohecsv o,tu" (s 's ohrcs) w,ff 'wvc

         v"rg ,urb ,eksv* 6:42 - 
     9:09 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  9:45 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:46 -
   wt vnjv ,ghea 6:58 - vbav atrs
 ,tm atr htmunqohcfufv 7:46 - vbav

 o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 8:08

    k c,:hbuezjwvofk vhvhaf ubhhv 'wiu,ca ofk vhvh asjk sjtcw" 
vbav atr kjaf 'rnukf 'wvgur, iurfzw tuv zt 'iu,ca asujk sjtc
vgur, iurfz tkt uc ihtu 'ubh,ucr urzda unfu 'vgur, uc iht ,cac
[(vgur, ouh) ohgeu, tku ',urpuau ,uburfz heuxp ohrhfzn er] tnkgc
ouhw oa cu,f ifku 'iu,ca cu,f tk xjbp ,arpc kct '([:y"f] v"r wg)
/rpuac ohgeu, zta 'kujc v"r kjaf rcusna ubhhv 'wofk vhvh vgur,

,urfzun vc) ,usgunv ,arpc trehu anujc vru,v gusn 'ihcvk ahu    
ohgeu, tk uca ',cac kja vbav atr ,t vrhfzv (dju dj kf ,uumn
uca 'kujc kja v"r ,t tku 'wvgur, iurfzw er uc ,nhhe,nu 'rpuac

w wg) /wvgur, ouhw-rpua ,umn rehg ,nhhe,nvnhn, vru,/([t"p ,ut] w
 hrcs osevc cahhk ahu     iutd vhsgx hcr,ghe, ,umn ihhbg ruthcc '

ohrnuta unfu 'vthrcv ,khj, tuv ouhva hbpn" :vbav atrc rpua
ifk 'uhkg lkn unkug ,t wv trcafu '[,uburfz] wlhagn ,khj, ouhv vzw
ghsuvk 'o,r,fv ouhc ohfknv hbpk ohgeu,a lrsf 'rpuac uc ohgeu,
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ubt if o,ufkn ,khj, kg n"fc ghnavku ohghsun u,ufkn kg ohghnanu
'wv ,fknv kg vrun wrpua ,ghe,wa ubhhvu /"rpua ,ghe, h"g lrc,h
/uh,uumn kugu u,ufkn kug ubhkg kcek 'ubhkg u,ut lhknvk ub,ut ,rrugnu
ota 'vtrhn vag 'vcvtn vag" :(/z"x ,ufrc) hnkaurhc t,ht vbvu      
lu,n u,ut sucg,a ubhhv] tbua cvut ihtu 'cvut v,ta gs 'tubak ,tc
kug kcek ubhkg/"ygcn trh ihtu 'trh v,ta gs 'ygck ,tc otu '[vcvt
ubthc, wvk ub,cvta 'uabugn vtrhu uhkt vcvt jufn lrc,h u,ufkn
jhrf, ubnn ub,trhu 'uh,uumnc rsvku 'vcvtu ,uhju vjna lu,n uscgk
/abghb tka hsf ',urhcg rucgk tku u,ut sucgba ohfxvk grv ubhrmh ,t
hrva ',tz ,uagk ubhkg keh w,cac kja vbav atra ;hxuvk ahu      
'w,caw f"d tuv 'ubnn vtrh ubckc rrugn vza 'wihsv ouhw u,uhv sckn

 /vcvtn od ,cac ubhkg wv ,t lhknvk kfubu 'wvcvtwv ,shn ubhhbga
',cac kja v"r teus rfzun ohsgunv ,arpc vnk icun v,gnu    

/vkugnvu rjcunv iputc ouhv ,umn ohhe,, uc era
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: Year after year, we face our annual “tribunal” - the

court case on Rosh Hashana that will determine our lives

for the coming year. We walk into shul and begin to

daven. Are we nervous? Are we sweating, even just a little?

    
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (39)

The Order of Shabbos / Yom Tov in iuznv ,frc. In bentching

on the first day of Rosh Hashana (this year, also the first day of

Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres), by the third beracha, we mention

both Shabbos and Yom Tov. The Shabbos addition, "vmr" is said

before the "tchu vkgh" of Yom Tov because it is said more often

and a more common mitzvah precedes a less common mitzvah.

This rule is known as: "osue rhs, rhs, ubhtau rhs," (1). Also, at

the end of bentching, by the "injrv" phrases, we say the one for

Shabbos before Yom Tov for the same reason. If one said the

wrong one first, he has still fulfilled his obligation and does not
repeat bentching (2). The Sha’agas Aryeh (3) discusses the case

when one started "tchu vkgh" before "vmr" and caught himself in

the middle. Should he finish it off and then go back to the

Shabbos tefillah, or should he stop in the middle, go back, and

say the Shabbos and Yom Tov additions in the correct order?

Although the Sha’agas Aryeh attempts to prove that the second

way is correct, most poskim argue (4) and rule that he should

finish off what he started and then go back to "vmr".
Forgot to Mention Rosh Hashana. If one completely forgot

to mention Rosh Hashana in bentching, the poskim debate

what he should do. By a regular Yom Tov bentching, if one

forgets "tchu vkgh" by the night and first daytime bentching, he
must bentch over since it is an obligation to eat bread and

bentch. There is a minority opinion (5) that one is allowed to fast

Are we at all concerned about what is to take place over the

next 48 hours? If the answer to any of these questions is no,

then perhaps it is time to reevaluate our position. Let us

focus on the case at hand so we can earn the verdict of Life! 

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

on Rosh Hashana. Although we do not do so, that opinion might

be enough for one not to repeat bentching once the mistake was

made. The Mateh Efraim (6) and Mishna Berura (7) rule that

he should repeat it while the Kitzur (8) is lenient. R’ Shlomo

Zalman Auerbach ZT”L held (9) like a third opinion that only

at night one should repeat bentching because those who permit

fasting only allow it by day. Ladies do not repeat bentching if

they forgot "tchu vkgh" because even on a regular Yom Tov many

hold that they do not repeat, certainly not on Rosh Hashana.

Simanim. If one cannot eat any of the simanim that we eat as a

good omen for the new year, he should at least put them on the
table, then look at them and say the appropriate prayers.

Mayim Achronim. (10) Even those who don’t wash ohburjt ohn -

rinsing fingers before bentching - should do so on Rosh Hashana.

Second Night Meal. On the second night there is a slight doubt

whether we say (in candle-lighting and Kiddush) "ubhhjva ,frc".
Therefore, we put a new fruit on the table to make extra sure that

the beracha is not said needlessly and eat it right after Kiddush

(11). The lady should light candles right before Kiddush with the

appropriate berachos. Then, without delay or speaking out,

Kiddush is recited, wine given out, the fruit is eaten saying ".gv"
and not "ubhhjva". If one intends to eat more fruit during the meal

or for dessert, he should exempt them with this ".gv" and not say
a vburjt vfrc on the fruit. If he doesn’t plan to have any fruit in

the meal or dessert, he does say a vburjt vfrc if he ate enough.
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        Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Avrohom Mordechai Alter ZT”L (Imrei Emes) would say:

      “The gemara states (/zne tr,c tcc): ‘If the first day at the head of the year is hot (ohnj), the entire year will be hot.

If the first day is cold (rhre), the entire year will be cold.’ To the extent that an individual generates warmth in his

Divine service on Rosh Hashana, to that extent will he be ardent throughout the year in his yearning for Hashem. It is

Rosh Hashana that enables us to accept the yoke of the Kingship of Heaven throughout all the days of the year.”

R’ Yoseph Pearlman (Pninei Ohr) would say:

   “The Zohar learns from the posuk, “For the Tree of Knowledge good and evil, you may not eat,” that on Rosh

Hashana, one should not eat an zudt (nut) which has the numerical value of (t)yj as well as the word cuy (17). It is true

that zudt has two gematria allusions, the primary one good and the secondary one bad. But on Rosh Hashana, we dare

not take any risks at all. Our aims must be 100 percent pure. Something which is part good and part bad is avoided, and

to be shunned entirely. On Rosh Hashana, we show Hashem that compromises of this sort are not acceptable!”

A Wise Man would say:

    “On our Day of Judgment, the one thing to remember is that the purpose of life is to lead a life of purpose.”
  xexva dxexv dznyp `dz - a` e"k zxhtp - d"r uxew iav ozp 'x za dpicr lcpin dy`d znyp ielirl acpzpmiigd



    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiinnnnlllleeeerrrr    iiiixxxxeeeevvvviiii    llllkkkk    hhhhttttyyyynnnnaaaa    cccciiiinnnnrrrriiii    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd    mmmmlllleeeerrrr    zzzzxxxxdddd    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd((((xxxxtttteeeeyyyy    zzzzrrrriiiiwwwwzzzz    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀    ddddlllliiiittttzzzz))))
    Rosh Hashana is here and we have all (hopefully) prepared ourselves spiritually for this great event! It is a day of

judgment and yet we are taught that it is not a sad day but rather a very joyous one. It is a day that we dress up in our Yom

Tov finery and eat delicious meals and march in the streets proudly representing Hashem. Our every action is meant to

proclaim His Kingship and prove ourselves as devoted and loyal subjects. 

    Five thousand seven hundred and seventy years ago (5770), on the first day of the month of Tishrei, Adam was created.
Hashem formed man from earth and blew into him a neshama, a soul. The angels were watching from Above and cried

out, “Don’t create this being. The world is perfect, man will only ruin it!” But as his neshama was being blown into him,

Adam opened his eyes and proclaimed, “Hashem Melech!” The angels were silenced because Adam had the free choice

that they did not have to crown Hashem as King. Adam had the power to give Hashem glory that the angels could not! 

    So every year on Rosh Hashana the books of Life and Death are open and Hashem decides whether to create us or not,

whether to give us life or take it away. The angels scream, “Don’t create this being ...” so we, in turn, sound the shofar and

feel our neshamos being blown, with the Divine breath, back into us once again with the single-minded purpose of making

Hashem our King. We scream out loud and also silently to ourselves, over and over throughout this awesome day,

“Hashem Melech” and prove through our thoughts and actions that our lives will truly bring glory to The King of Kings.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooeeeexxxxnnnn    iiiippppaaaakkkk    jjjjiiiippppttttllll    ooooeeeexxxxaaaarrrriiii    mmmmlllleeeerrrr    iiii`̀̀̀aaaa    llllkkkkaaaa    ............    ooooiiiiccccaaaa    mmmmeeeexxxxnnnn    ̀̀̀̀ aaaavvvv    llllrrrr    cccceeeewwwwttttllll    ooooiiiiccccdddd    mmmmeeeeiiii    ddddppppdddd    eeeexxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((sssswwwweeeezzzz    ddddppppzzzzpppp    zzzzlllliiiittttzzzz))))

   For hundreds of years, the Jewish People suffered under the harsh tyrannical rule of the Russian Czars. The

Anti-Semitic decrees, coupled with an unmitigated hatred for Jews and their laws and customs, made for a life of

hardship for every Jew and often a pitiful existence. On many occasions, it was left to the Rabbonim to travel to the

capital city of Petersburg to plead their case on behalf of their unfortunate brethren, not always with favorable results.

    One year, an important issue pertaining to the welfare of Russian Jewry came up and none other than the Netziv, R’
Naftoli Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT”L, and R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor ZT”L, were called upon to appear before

important government officials to represent the Torah community. As is often the case with bureaucracies and their

pompous, self-inflated minions, time crawled by with little to show for it. Days turned into weeks and weeks turned into

months, and no concrete resolution was attained. Before long, the season of the High Holy Days was upon them and they

came to the unpleasant realization that they would be forced to stay in Petersburg for the holiday season.

    When deciding where to daven for Rosh Hashana, the two great sages made a surprise choice. On the first day of Yom

Tov, they walked to the “Cantonist Shul” - a synagogue composed of former soldiers in the Russian army, who were

kidnapped from their families as young children and forced to serve for a minimum sentence of twenty-five years. Due

to their circumstances, most of these soldiers were far removed from Yiddishkeit and barely knew how to daven. They

only came to shul on Rosh Hashana because what else was a Jew supposed to do on the Jewish New Year? 

   During a break in the davening, an older man stood up and asked to be permitted to say a few words. When he had the

attention of the congregants, he began in a low, tremulous voice. “I used to be called Moshele. I was taken away from
my family as a young child, just like the rest of you, and I spent the best years of my life in the service of the Czar.”

Tears ran down the former soldier’s cheeks as he let his emotions spill forth. Oh, how he had longed for this moment,

when once again he would see the inside of a Beis Haknesses and join his own brethren in prayer. 

   “I don’t know how to pray,” Moshele confessed abashedly. “There was a time when I did know, but for so many years

now I have not been permitted to daven, that I have forgotten how to. But in my heart, I want to pray! I want to

commune with the Lord. There is a prayer stored away deep inside my heart, and I want to express it to the Almighty.”

    Not a sound was heard in the cramped synagogue. What would he request from Hashem? Indeed, what spiritual desire

did this man store in his heart, a man from whom the Czar had robbed him of both this world and his world to come?

    “Creator of the world! What does every Jew request from You?” Moshele’s booming voice filled the room. “Children,

life and livelihood! For most people, this is a most basic desire for a satisfying and fulfilling life. But as for me, what

should I request? Children? I’m already old, and I do not foresee children in my future. Life? Most of my life has already

passed, and even that could not really be called life. Perhaps livelihood? But the Czar provides generously for all the
Cantonists, enough for their whole lives. What then is left for me to ask for?” 

    And then, the burly soldier let out an anguished cry. With every ounce of strength, he screamed upwards to the

Heavens, “What do I want? All I want is to praise the holy Name of the Almighty G-d. All I want is to say, ‘Yisgadal

V’yiskadash Shmei Raba! May Your great Name be exalted and sanctified!’”

   The congregants were dumfounded. The Netziv and R’ Yitzchok Elchanan were astounded and would later recount

how moved they were by this man, an unlearned and simple Jew, who by his own admission had nothing left in the

world. All he had was one simple request. All he wanted was the glorification of Hashem’s Name.
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                        wwwwgggg    iiiikkkk    ....eeeeppppbbbbgggg    mmmmeeeeiiiillll    ddddqqqqkkkkaaaa    xxxxtttteeeeyyyy    yyyycccceeeeggggaaaa    eeeerrrrwwwwzzzz    
    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    iiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀llll    hhhhttttyyyynnnn    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddd    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiiillll            ((((dddd,,,,cccc----`̀̀̀tttt    mmmmiiiillllddddzzzz))))

    One of the reasons given for blowing the shofar on the

Yom Hadin is to make our service resemble the coronation

of a king. Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon ZT”L writes: “Rosh

Hashana is the beginning of creation. On this day, Hashem

ruled over the entire world. Thus, just as kings are

crowned amidst trumpet blasts, so too, do we accept the

Kingdom of Hashem upon us this day.” The difference
between a king and a ruler, however, is that a ruler governs

by force whereas a king is willingly appointed by the

people. This day, we lovingly accept Hashem as our King.

    For this reason, explains R’ Yaakov Meir Shechter

Shlit’a, the Torah instructs us: “Blow the Shofar on the

new moon, on the concealment of the day of our festival.”

Unlike every other Yom Tov which is designed to fall out

in the middle of the month, when the moon is at its fullest,

the holy day of Rosh Hashana occurs precisely when the

moon is hidden in the sky. Wouldn’t it seem more

appropriate for the moon to be full and beautiful when we

renew Hashem’s Kingship in the world, especially since
Klal Yisroel is often compared to the moon!

    The answer is that on this “coronation day,” the object is

to make His Divine dominion perfect. It is our duty to

proclaim and accept Hashem as the King of Kings while at

the same time nullifying our existence and portraying our

insignificance compared to Him. Thus, at our lowest point,

when nothing but darkness and confusion reign, when the

human element is laid bare and vulnerable, at that very

moment it is up to us - the Chosen Nation of Hashem - to

declare, “Hashem is King, Hashem was King, Hashem

will be King forever and forever.” By doing so, we not

only affirm our belief in His malchus, we also bring about
a tremendous nachas and joy to the Holy One. 

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                                llllrrrr    jjjjzzzznnnniiii`̀̀̀eeee    jjjjiiiiyyyyrrrrnnnn    llllkkkk    llllrrrr    eeeeppppiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    jjjjccccggggtttt    oooozzzz    ooookkkkaaaaeeee
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmiiiiyyyyrrrrnnnndddd    llllkkkk    jjjjeeee`̀̀̀xxxxiiiieeee    zzzz`̀̀̀xxxxaaaayyyy    ddddnnnn    llllkkkk    ((((dddd""""xxxxllll    ddddlllliiiittttzzzz))))

    Chazal in Avos (u-d) tell us: “Whoever accepts upon

himself the yoke of Torah, will have the yoke of worldly

cares removed from him.” It would seem that rather than

“removed from him,” a more proper phrase would have

been “are not placed upon him.” The holy Chofetz Chaim,

R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT”L, discerns a fundamental

message in this carefully worded statement. Chazal are
teaching us that one whose deeds are purely for the sake of

Hashem and His Torah, will merit that even decrees that

have already been proclaimed upon him will be removed!

    In one of his annual teshuvah shiurim, Rabbi Dr. Joseph

B. Soloveitchik ZT”L once spoke before a varied crowd of

learned Torah scholars and professionals from the material

world. He discussed elements of the Rosh Hashana tefillos,

including the prayer "lsjp i, ifcu" which deals with Fear of

Heaven and the world community’s acceptance of Hashem.

     After he had concluded, an eminent psychiatrist came

over to him and commented, “Rabbi, had I the authority to

do so, I would eliminate the prayer recited on the High Holy
Days that begins with the words, ‘Cast Your Fear’ as fear is

the major cause of mental illness that besets mankind.”

     R’ Soloveitchik responded, “Everyone seems to be beset

with fears of all kinds; fear of losing wealth or status, fear of

sickness and bodily weakness, fear of danger lurking about -

fear of the unknown! Man is plagued constantly by all sorts

of lesser fears. There is, however, one major source of fear,

that can wipe out all these lesser fears and that is Fear of

Heaven! The Almighty controls everything and there is

nothing else to fear but Him! That is the reason for the

prayer, ‘Cast Your fear, Hashem our G-d, upon all Your

handiwork.’ We pray that this great fear will free us from
those other ones which lurk everywhere upsetting our lives.”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: A number of days before Rosh Hashana, the tzaddik

R’ Yitzchok Gutfarb ZT”L was seen sitting in the

waiting room of the Badat”z Eidah Charedis (Beis Din

Tzedek) in Yerushalayim for hours on end. He was not

involved in any Din Torah, nor was he called upon to
testify in any of that day’s cases. So why was he there?

    “I’m doing a little research,” said R’ Yitzchok with a

conspiratorial smile. “I am observing how people react

before their court case. Some people pace nervously to and

fro rehearsing their pleas and/or their testimony. Others sit

uncomfortably in their place chain smoking. There’s a man

who is literally pulling the hairs of his beard out. And there

sits a lady reciting Tehillim, tears coursing down her cheeks.”

   R’ Yitzchok looked about. “But what are they so scared

about? A mere court case? Some money gained, some
money lost? What’s the big deal? Yet in just a few days, I

will be sitting in a court case. A court case to determine my

very existence; whether I live or I die this year. If these

people are so nervous about simple stuff, should I not be

terrified about what I am about to face on my Yom Hadin?”
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