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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (2)

In our ongoing series dealing with students in yeshivos
and seminaries, we continue to quote from the sefer
rnwn NN which includes many halachos relevant to
yeshiva students, high school and seminary girls, etc. The
following is a selection of halachos from the sefer:

Reserving items for oneself and for others

The gemara () discusses a rule known as Yyab vaynn”
PP PN DMINND ANY DN N - "One who grabs (an
item) for a creditor at the expense of others who may be
entitled, does not acquire it." For this reason, one may not
reserve important items for his friend, i.e. chairs, beds, a
valued seat in the Beis Medrash or classroom, at the
expense of others. This applies as well to reserving
premium portions of food, before others can get to it . If
it is not accepted in that particular institution, one may not
reserve for another. However, if it is an acceptable
practice to reserve food, seats or places for friends, i.e. by
propping up a chair at a specific spot by a table, etc., then
it all depends on the ©¥p1N X - Custom of the place.

Property of the institution such as seforim and books, are
generally for everyone's use and it is therefore prohibited
to hide away a sefer for one's exclusive use, thereby
depriving others. If one damages school property, he must
notify whoever is in charge to arrange suitable payment.

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Hot in the Summer/Cold in the Winter

Often, friction is caused between roommates or class-
mates on account of the window situation - keeping it
open or closed in the winter or summer months.
According to halacha, in the winter (or comparable
circumstances) when leaving a window open could cause
people to catch illness, a minority is within their rights to
insist on keeping it closed. In hot summer months, when
a breeze of fresh air is invigorating for most people, even
a minority may insist on leaving it open. Obviously, a
compromise is the best solution in any weather condition,
although if one is sick (and has a right to be there) his
condition takes precedence over all others 3.
Honoring Parents while in Yeshiva/School

Parents are anxious to hear from their children who are
away at their studies and urge them to call home at certain
intervals. A child should always doso and thereby fulfill the
mitzvah of ONY AN 15 - Honoring a father & mother @.

Many times, the will of the parents and that of the child,
do not match, e.g. coming home for a family simcha,
combining secular studies, helping out during vacation,
shidduchim issues, etc. Many of these situations have
clear rulings found in Shulchan Aruch, yet even so, one
should speak it over with one's mentor and guide since
many factors can cause clear-cut decisions to change ().
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R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
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"The Torah calls Noach a tzaddik and from the names he gave to his three sons, we can learn from him
the proper path to Avodas Hashem: 0¥ - One must always focus on the ineffable Name of Hashem so as
not to sin. 'orv - All mitzvos should be performed with the maximum amount of energy and warmth. 'no»
- Every action and deed should beautify the individual and at the same time glorify Hashem."

The Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT'"L would say:

"Since everyone must have cares and worries in life, it makes more sense to carry the burden of
spiritual struggles, which ultimately lead to blessing and happiness, rather than waste our efforts on
mundane cares, which drain a person emotionally and offer little in return."

A Wise Man would say:
"The secret of a good memory is attention, and attention to a subject depends upon our interest in it.

We rarely forget that which has made a deep impression on our minds."
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accomplish a double benefit. As Chazal tell us, "Dwn 9 YHY DMININ ,NPIIN DY ONINN DI -
"Whosoever takes mercy on all creatures, is shown mercy from Heaven." By taking pity on a stray cat
and protecting the seforim of the poor people, I can hopefully elicit kindness and mercy from Hashem."

TORAH GEMS

(9-1) YIND 1729 532 192 MRS NNPDY PYINN SNVP NN
The Heavenly sign of the nwp - Rainbow, is to
inform mankind that Hashem will never again
flood the entire world, thereby Kkilling all its
inhabitants and destroying the earth. Yet, most
recently, within a short span of the past few years,
we've watched in awe and trepidation as the
destructive forces of the Almighty have been
unleashed all across the globe; tsunamis,
hurricanes, earthquakes and mass flooding have
washed across a huge amount of the earth killing
hundreds of thousands of people, causing
innumerable suffering to millions upon millions.

We say in Tehillim ypny TR0 M WD 19T N0
(-ax) »pmavnn - "How great are Your actions,
Hashem, so deep are Your intentions.” Says R'
Yoel Pinchasi Shlit'a, we cannot fathom G-d's
inten-tions but we can observe the pattern of His
ways. When Hashem drowned the Egyptians in the
Yam Suf, Rashi explains that the "opav o7 -
the "good" Egyptians mercifully died right away
with the lightest form of penalty, whereas the
ronav 0w - the worst offenders tossed about
for awhile before succumbing, so as to suffer. So
too, during the Xn>w»T NPy - the period of time
leading up to the arrival of Moshiach, Hashem
begins His Righteous Judgement of the nations of
the world, with the »onaw 0>1v” leaving the ultra-
wicked to suffer at the very end.

Thus, these awesome natural "disasters" are not
the end-all, but rather the means to an end. All the
victims who perished died through drowning, a
form of suffocation - pyn - which is the lightest
form of punishment from among the four mmm
Y1 3. Only the first wave, the "onay o™mv”
merit this form of death and as a result, Hashem is

showing us the beginning of His final Judgement,
leading up to the glorious redemption of Moshiach.
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After leaving the Ark, Noach drank wine,
became intoxicated and exposed himself inside his
tent. The Torah relates how his two sons, Shem
and Yefes, took a garment and walking backwards,
approached their father and covered him. The
question is: Why did they walk backwards which is
very awkward and can easily have caused them to
trip? It would have been much simpler to have
walked forward with closed eyes.

To this the Alshich Hakadosh, R' Moshe
Alshich ZT"L writes: Shem and Yefes were more
righteous than their third brother, Cham. Thus,
they did not want their exposed countenance to
come "face to face" with the impure sight of their
father in an uncovered state, as it would have
contaminated them even though their eyes would
have been closed and they would have seen
nothing. The face of a person is his DpPOX OON -
G-dly image, and when it faces impurity, it absorbs
some of that squalor. This in turn affects the person
negatively, even though he has not physically
looked at the fumah - impurity.

If we consider these extraordinary words, and
then reflect on the extent to which our exposed
faces unfortunately come into contact with unclean
sights, it is hardly surprising that #znius is urgently
in need of strengthening in our times! The Alshich's
holy words should also inspire both men and
women to steer clear, if at all possible, of streets
where impurity is rampant, even if one is careful
not to look intently at the pritzus that is there.
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On this posuk, the Medrash quotes the words of Dovid Hamelech in Tehillim (0-nnp): 935 '/ 207
VYN 95 DY PN - "Hashem is good to all and His mercy is on all his creations.” Just as Noach
worked tirelessly to provide food and comfort for the many animals residing in the Ark that he built, and
as a result, Hashem remembered his kindness towards others and saved him; so too, when human beings
show kindness and mercy to one another - and in fact to all of Hashem's creations - He will then shower
mercy and everlasting kindness upon them.

One Erev Yom Kippur, the entire congregation of Salant gathered in the central synagogue to begin the
Kol Nidrei prayer, however, as the hour grew late there was still no sign of the holy Rov, R' Yisroel
Salanter ZT'"L. This was unusual and the congregants continued to wait with growing apprehension for
R' Yisroel to come to davening. When they finally went to search for him, they found him at home,
holding a small pan of milk and trying to coax a street cat into his house. When he finally got it inside, he
took his hat and kittel, closed the door behind him and made his way to the shul. The people were
shocked and dismayed. What was the Rov doing?

"Let me explain,” R' Yisroel began. "As you know, I have a large collection of seforim in my
bookshelves. What you don't know is that many of these seforim do not even belong to me. The poor
people of Salant who do not have enough space in their own small hovels needed a place to store their
books and seforim. They know they can trust me to watch over them and even use them when I feel the
need to, so they asked me if I can keep them in my house. Of course, I obliged."

"But what has all this to do with a stray cat?" the people asked.

R' Yisroel was quite serious in his tone and manner. "All year long, practically from dusk till dawn,
there is a constant stream of people coming through my home. Many come to speak with me, ask
questions, discuss their problems, and so on. Since there are so many people in my house at any given
time, I am not worried that anything will happen to the seforim that were given to me to safeguard and I
feel confident that they are safe in my possession. However, on Erev Yom Kippur, and of course, the
night of Kol Nidrei, people are busy. Everyone has needs to attend to and I realized this afternoon that my
house was empty of people. Now I began to worry that due to the absence of people and activity, mice
might find their way inside, as they inevitably do, and do damage to the seforim. This would be a terrible
thing and especially on Yom Kippur.

"Thus, I thought of an idea. If I bring a cat off the street and allow him to roam my house, the mice
wouldn't dare come in and if they would, the cat would make short work of them. This way I can
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