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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (72)
Question: I lent someone money and for a while he made a few
partial payments. But he couldn’t keep paying and for years no
payments came. He then got rich and wants to pay the balance,
but neither of us remember the amount left to pay. Should he
just pay the amount he knows for certain because he might be
paying interest [Ribbis], or can he add enough to make sure he
covers the debt even though he might be overpaying?

Answer: The Ra’avad rules () that since the payer is paying a
bit more to remove any doubt, not to reward extra money to the
lender for lending him the money, it is not called Ribbis.
Question: I lent somebody money and he later declared
bankruptcy, does he still owe me the full amount if he later
becomes wealthy and can now make the full payment?
Answer: Many Poskim feel that since the concept of bankruptcy
is for the good of the country, to give a chance to one who had a
business flop, to become a productive, tax paying citizen living a
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valid for Torah observers]. There is also room to say that since this
is a common practice in the business world, it becomes a strong
binding custom, agreed to by all who participate in the country’s
economics, which becomes like a halacha that must be kept by all.
Thus, R’ Moshe z¢”’l writes ) that since the courts divide the assets
among those who are owed, cents per dollar, one may not “grab”
more than the courts will allow him. He does not discuss the
obligation of the one who owes, but it sounds like he doesn’t owe
more than the courts obligate him to pay. This is like the opinion of
the Masas Moshe ). Others disagree @) and feel that this is not
"N NPT N7 and obligate the person to pay as soon as he can.
If those who are owed settled with a kinyan to accept partial
payments according to the direction of the courts, it would seem
then that he is exempt forever. This is not simple as the person just
signed to get what he can now, and doesn’t mean to forgive the
rest. If a person uses bankruptcy as a way to hide his assets and not
pay when he really can, in that case he surely owes. Because of the

normal life, it is consideyed "Ny xmooT X1 [law of the land is  corgplications one must consult with a Dayarn on how to proceed.
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" meme”’- A omonis an animal that is very weak and ori the verge of dying. The Gemara brings a source that the “wa of a ryoon (that
was ©79) is “rma to eat, from x9Sy who tells Hashem he never ate ma»vy m»ay his whole life. 5w 015 9wa mizaN &Y, he was
nn on himself never to eat meat from a nwnw done on a oo quickly before it died, proof that itis = to eat the Hwa from a moyon.
nwn 9N 'o NN 7] was asked: maybe iy wasn't referring to a muvon, but is saying, even if he would be forced to eat >3 on pain of
death, he would be ' vwpp Sy way qowa and not eat it? nwn ) explains, even according o those who hold one may be was vom on any
oo and not just the mvman , this is only permitted if he is prepared to be wa3 oM on all oo, He may not pick and choose, because
once he does that, he is showing it is not for ‘1 vy p but for a personal feeling towards a certain woox. This is not allowed. So, even if SN
would be presented with this situation and would be w2y <o, it would not be because nbayis a o 727 to him, but rather because of 'n vy mp,
so this would have nothing to do with eating a o =127 and is not a good response to the request of 'n that he eat something that is o) to him.

The 0"y ['1,7"0 N'] says, even though a mumon is permissible, ©on *ov1a refrained from eating it even if it was noo19. The ¥'w says
N 1], if one is v a mon and itis not noo1anitis deemed a nba. The X9 ['v> y»o] says if one is about to vNw an animal that has a
xmy so that it will need a ni>1a after the nounw, the vrw should not make a no71. If after the N1 he sees it is 7wo, he should then recite
the n>12. This halacha would apply to the nonw of a umon as well. Because if the animal is not ©379 after the nwnw the bracha was for
nothing. The 7"w [)] quotes the »wx 1"3 that in general, if one is Ve an animal and doesn’t make the n>72 beforehand, he may recite the
no7a after the nwnw. However, the 7w says the 0" disagrees and paskens: ymwy HNK 71299 TN WX 1972 X921 Y0 N VNY DN.

N'y4 says: »nnn on the X' who allows the no1a after the nonw. Since we pasken like the ©"an that a bracha must always be 1w
ymwyb why should the monw of an animal with a xmy and needs a nip>1a later, be any different? True by a = no»av the N7 is made after
the nav, because the o of this bracha was Yy to be made after, since there is no possibility of a 13 to make it before his n»av. However,
the bracha of nonw was yno» jpa to be recited prior, so just because in this situation it can't be made prior, it shouldn't change the mpm, and
it shouldn't be permitted to be recited afterwards, snmx nxT o. If the bracha can't be made prior because it might have died before the

conclusion of the nYnw, making the N2 be ﬁml‘ N ‘—xl,n N,‘n n2vaY, |}3():§g:£ QS mg%eﬂagir’ _tlbs(méz‘\’/ngg S’I}D%['n);’j 9
R’ Yitzchok Rotbard z¢” (Kehillas Yitzchok) would say: T o Govh Pora DA s S
“yin 1 12 ywinb Nwn XY - Rashi comments that Moshe prayed that Hashem protect Yehoshua from the plan of the
spies. Why did Moshe single out Yehoshua? Eldad and Meidad prophesied that Moshe would pass away and Yehoshua
would bring the Jewish people into Eretz Yisroel. Yehoshua was extremely devoted to his beloved Rebbe Moshe and an
exceptionally humble person (Targum Yonasan). Moshe feared that Yehoshua would join the spies and delay the entry

into Eretz Yisroel in order to cause Moshe his Rebbe to live longer and to humbly avoid becoming the leader himself.”
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At the outbreak of the First World War, as hostilities erupted between the Russian and German empires, a profound and
perilous drama unfolded within the walls of the Radin Yeshivah in Poland. During this period of intense wartime paranoia, a
certain Russian interloper grew desperate to manufacture a high-profile espionage case to advance his own career and show
off his prowess to the authorities. This operative cynically befriended the yeshivah students, embedding himself in their inner
circle until he discovered a young man named Ephraim Leibowitz, a German citizen from birth. Sensing the perfect
opportunity to construct a treason charge, the detective waited for a moment of distraction and covertly slipped a highly
confidential, detailed blueprint of the strategic Kaunas Fortress directly into the unsuspecting bochur’s pocket.

The trap was sprung with devastating speed. That very night, heavily armed Russian military personnel surrounded the
yeshivah’s dormitory, launched a chaotic raid, and discovered the planted military plans exactly where the operative had
hidden them. Ephraim was immediately arrested and placed in heavy chains under the gravest charges of wartime espionage.

The fallout was catastrophic, instantly casting a dark cloud of suspicion over the entire yeshivah. The Russian authorities
were led to believe that the Rosh Yeshivah, the holy Chofetz Chaim z¢”’I, and the entire hanhala, were operating a clandestine
German spy ring right under their very noses. As for Ephraim Leibowitz, facing a military tribunal during a time of total war,
the young bochur stood on the precipice of execution, with the death penalty appearing to be an absolute certainty.

In this hour of darkness, R’ Yisroel Meir displayed extraordinary bravery, refusing to abandon the boy despite the immense
danger. Understanding the difficulty of defending an accused German spy and how it could easily destroy his yeshivah and
arouse serious suspicions of treason, the Tzaddik nevertheless devoted his entire heart and soul to saving the young falmid’s life.

Recognizing the limitations of residing in Radin, the Chofetz Chaim personally traveled through the perilous wartime |\

landscape to the imperial capital of St. Petersburg. His mission was to persuade a highly influential, world-renowned attorney
to take up the defense, a monumental task given that practically every attorney in the empire had already refused to intervene
in such a politically toxic and dangerous piece of business. Through sheer persistence and devotion, he managed to secure the
necessary legal representation, setting the stage for a historic courtroom showdown.

When the high-stakes trial finally took place in 1917, a breathtaking scene unfolded inside the courtroom as the spiritual
giants of the generation arrived to stand in the breach. The saintly Chofetz Chaim, alongside his prominent son-in-law R’ Tzvi
Levinson zt”’l, and his brilliant talmid, R’ Elchanan Wasserman z#”’l, bravely took the witness stand before the military
judges. With absolute conviction, these towering rabbinic figures testified under oath that they were undeniably certain of
Ephraim’s complete innocence. Their awe-inspiring presence and powerful testimony ultimately swayed the court away from
the gallows; instead of the death penalty, the judges sentenced the young man to ten years of grueling hard labor.

When the Chofetz Chaim was informed of the verdict, his reaction was profound. He first raised his eyes to heaven and
with deep emotion thanked the Ribono shel Olam for delivering the boy from the clutches of the executioner.

When asked about the daunting ten-year prison sentence, the Tzaddik surprisingly laughed aloud. With a smile of pure

faith, he openly mocked the hubris of the Czarist regime, exclaiming, “Such fools! How do the authorities know that they will =3

last even ten months? Are they sure they will last even ten weeks?” His words seemed radical to those frozen in fear of
imperial power, but they were rooted in a deep perception of Divine justice. Indeed, the Chofetz Chaim’s spiritual foresight
proved flawless. Barely two months later, on the 22nd of Adar, the historic Russian Revolution erupted, swiftly toppling the
centuries-old monarchy and deposing the Czar from his throne. As the old regime crumbled into dust, the prison gates were
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Right after the Torah tells us the story of the 0Ny wwnpn, the man who chopped wood on Shabbos, we read the parsha
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N”G of Tzitzis. What is the connection between these two?

There is a %ON »2 Non that says: Moshe Rabbeinu said to Hashem, all week the men wear Tefillin and constantly have

X% 2 visual reminder not to sin. On Shabbos that aide-mémoire is absent. Therefore he sinned, claimed Moshe, advocating on

behalf of the wenpn. Hashem responded: In that case, go teach the nation about 7zitzis, so that they’ll have a constant

M reminder - PHN 195 ' MW - on Shabbos and Yom Tov as well. While clearly, by simply wearing them, we gain that
.| awareness, there may be another point the 7zizzis signify.

Rashi on the words "»»na 951" comments: 7zitzis have eight strings, to parallel the eight days from when we left

,““"'”, o Mirzrayim until we sang shira at the Yam Suf. The obvious question is: it was NDa 5w w1y, the seventh day of Pesach,
o | when Bnei Yisroel sang. So in truth, it was only seven days - not eight! Some suggest, based on a Medrash that on the night
;«% of the 14th of Nisan, Hashem took us all to 587 XX and back. As such it was a full eight days.

The Y"9m and the ©»pyawm 990 explain that the counting began from 7 when we shechted the Korban Pesach. The

=] 5"9nn continues: That was the exact point in time that we freed ourselves from Mitzrayim’s negative spiritual grasp, which

was the purpose of 0181 mnow. Therefore, that was when the count began. Hence, the mitzvah of Tzitzis, with its eight

A strings, reminds us of the spiritual freedom, the 02 my»n of being an eved Hashem.

Perhaps that is another oyv for the juxtaposition of these two parshiyos. As we are ¥~ 99 qoyNN daily, let us focus

rt,“"" on its purpose, continually connecting us {o and constantly reminding us constantly of Hashem and His mitzvos.
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y ;";1 %em: Reb Mendel Futerfas z”I, a renowned Lubavitcher

Chasid who spent many harrowing years in the Siberian

X% gulags, used to tell a fascinating story. A fellow prisoner had

been a world-class tightrope walker. Reb Mendel asked him,

"C, “What is the secret? How do you walk on a thin wire so high

in the air without falling?”
The man replied, “It’s all in the eyes. Before I step onto the
rope, I pick a point at the far end, and I never take my eyes

"G offit. If I look down at my feet, I lose my balance. If T look at
v2%| the crowd, I can fall. My eyes are fixed on the destination.”

“T asked him,” said Reb Mendel, “what is the hardest part?”
The man replied: “The turn! When you reach the end, you
have to turn around to go back. For a split second, you lose

sight of the first point, and the new point isn’t yet in focus. That
moment of transition is the only time I am in real danger.”

Reb Mendel learned from this that we must stay focused on
our spiritual destination. The transitions in a person’s life is
the danger. Whether moving through ups and downs or
transitioning from a place of inspiration (like Yom Tov) back
into the mundane world, those moments of “turning” are when
one must hold onto their focus with everything they have.
Ywn3: Parshas Shelach concludes with the commandment of
Tzitzis. The Torah tells us to “look upon it and remember all
the commandments of Hashem,” warning us not to “wander
after our hearts and our eyes.” The Tzitzis act as the focal
point at the end of the “rope,” keeping our eyes riveted on our
spiritual destination so we don’t fall when navigating the
dangers of the mundane world.
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After Klal Yisrael cried over the prospect of entering Eretz Yisrael, Hashem declared that this would become a "mm75 22",

x| Yet, this raises an obvious question. When the nation eventually entered the land under Yehoshua, they did in fact wage wars,

thrown wide open, and the completely vindicated Ephraim Leibowitz walked out into the sunlight of freedom. (Ish L’Rayahu

SRR
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Prior to the nation’s invasion of the Holy Land, Yehoshua
sent two spies to scout the city of Yericho and determine the
best entry point into Eretz Yisroel. This parallels the story of
the Meraglim that Moshe sent forty years earlier which was a
story of extreme slander which caused tremendous damage
to the Jewish people. Since the Jews’ entry to Eretz Yisroel
was delayed as a result of the spies Moshe sent, why did

Yehoshua even contend to send another group?

R’ Yonah ben Avraham Gerondi zz”l (Rabbeinu
Yonah) explains that there was a fundamental difference
between the two groups of spies. The group that Moshe sent
sinned gravely because they misunderstood their mission.
Instead of only scouting out the military capabilities of the
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enemy, the first group of spies focused on whether they
wanted to enter the land at all. Their mission was doomed to
failure from the start because they had already decided that
they don’t like the land and were looking for a way to
convince the rest of the nation as well. Yehoshua chose
Pinchos and Calev ben Yephuneh as his two spies and was
confident that the earlier issues would not be repeated
because he knew that they were utterly righteous and would
stay razor focused on their mission. In addition, Yehoshua
made it very clear to them that they shall report only to him
and not report their findings to all of Klal Yisroel as the earlier
spies did. By doing this, no one would be able to misconstrue
the exhibition’s findings and only the truth will emerge.

"I conquer cities, and even struggled against certain strongholds. If so, what was wrong with sending spies? Doesn’t every
. | military campaign require preparation and intelligence gathering? A second difficulty emerges in Sefer Devarim. When Moshe
5 | Rabbeinu recounts the episode, he says, “Hashem was angry with me as well because of you,” decreeing that he would not
"C, enter the land. Where do we find Moshe being punished as a result of the sin of the spies?

The Malbim offers a remarkable perspective. Originally, Hashem'’s plan was for Klal Yisroel to enter Eretz Yisroel under

3 ;‘”m} Moshe Rabbeinu, who would immediately build the Bais HaMikdash. In that reality, the purpose of creation would reach its

completion. There would be no future exile, nor the long process of history leading toward the ultimate geula. However, the

¥ nation’s lack of emunah revealed that they were not yet ready for such a destiny and it was decreed that they would perish in

the wilderness. Moshe davened on their behalf, and Hashem accepted his tefillah. To do so, the world’s purpose would now

’“ﬁ@’v‘ change. Klal Yisroel would defeat their enemies naturally guided by Yehoshua. The Bais HaMikdash would eventually be
o¥%_| destroyed, and galus became part of the Divine plan. Why? So that the entire world could come to recognize Hashem. Through
centuries of exile and Kiddush Hashem, the nations would be introduced to the Jewish nation and witness the unique
w "‘,\,{ relationship between Hashem and His people. The future geula would ultimately rectify not only Klal Yisroel, but all humanity.

Had Moshe entered the land, the original plan would have remained intact. His personal sacrifice became part of saving the

¥ %] nation. The lessons are profound: the selflessness of a true leader, our mission to bring awareness of Hashem into the world,

and the extraordinary love Hashem has for His children, even reshaping the course of history so that Klal Yisroel would endure.




