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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Select Halachos Pertaining to Tu B’Shvat
Halachos Pertaining to Fruit. Since 7u B’Shvat is the Rosh
Hashana for trees (1), many people have a custom to eat fiuit to
celebrate this day. Fruit grown before this day was produced by
rain of the previous year, thus its spiritual mazel is different from
any newer fruit. Chazal explain that rain is a shower of blessing
that falls from Heaven and many different kinds of spiritual
energy gets “dropped” from the skies during a rain shower.
Since all material bounty in this world is based on a flow of
spirituality, on the Rosh Hashana of trees - which is clearly a
day of material bounty - it must also be a day of great spiritual
opportunity . Hence the Bnei Yissaschar writes that 7u B"Shvat
is a good time to daven for a beautiful esrog for next Sukkos ().
The Beracha on Fruit. Fruit that grows on trees essentially
comes from the ground, but since fruit emanates from lasting
“year-to-year” trees, they are given the beracha of "\yn »aNM".
If a person mistakenly said " nn” instead of "\wn" he has still
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fulfilled his obligation since fruit does evolve from the ground @.
(Conversely, where he said "Wn" on a vegetable or legume
instead of "mTNN" he is not XYy and the correct beracha must be
said, unless he corrected himself immediately - 2775 Tn.)
Defining What is and isn’t a Tree. Growth that requires
replanting after each crop, like vegetables and beans, are clearly
not trees because a “tree” regrows from year to year. The extreme
opposite - where the roots, trunk, and branches remain from year
to year are clearly trees. Therefore, classical fruit such as apples,
oranges, etc., are clearly "\yn" because they grow yearly from the
same branch. For this same reason, most nuts - Brazil, cashew,
hazel, pecan and walnut - are all "\yn". Even a firm bush that has
a “tree-like characteristic” and its wood lasts from year to year, is
deemed "\wn". Therefore, regular blueberries and blackberries
sold in stores are also "\wn". This “tree-like characteristic” is even
extended to include soft vines which last and produce fruit
yearly. This is why we say "\Wn" on grapes and kiwis ().
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by’ - All M2 and minan must be salted before nampn as it says, "NS1 PN T33P 99 5y A Xl The 8'am9; (2,079 Navn MMON]
paskens if a Y2 is brought without N, one is oiver a Wb and mipon 2»n because it says, "PpdN 1712 "o Tawn NOY'. However, the Y29 is
still nxm s, except by a nran, where arvbn s 2ov1. The 1219 [»,2 X7 suggests the reason for nrvbnis itis not proper to offer maap to
n"apn not fit and tasty to us. This is found where the a3 gives Yo to Sxw Y95 for bringing 1w vHya and sick animals as Ta9p. He says:
"1nNas 8 n2Pn", would you offer this (quality) to your govemor's? The n [vp] explains: salt is a preservative and prevents loss, so we are
v that when one brings a Y27 it is 9§13 one from s and is yw o) ww. »"w4 explains the the pasuk "ppox 112 NdK': this 12 was made
Y120 nwwn with the omnnnnn om. They were guaranteed they would be brought up on the nawa through their salt and 32 oan 7o

The X9 ['nyop N says: itis a my to bring salt to the table before one makes »oxn. Because our ynow is nawa iyt and our noxis
12972, it says, "Non PN TP D2 Oy Also it is YN 1 . The 2w explains: o»p wpnn mwaw yaa the nav was 19310, now our
tables are 71991, when we give food from it to oy and also when we say nwn a7, The 2w brings another reason to have salt at the table;
the w0 says, when we are sitting around the table quietly, and waiting for everyone to finish washing o n>vy we are without i~ and the
Jowis yvpn at that time, so salt on the table alludes to the N ma and is yan us from the yow. The Gemara [xo] leams from nbyn NHn”
"mavn N, that we should use nbn that is not mmayw. Rashi explains: Salt that is always available, in the summer and winter. This is non
7o, that the sea throws onto the shore and is not mined o~ >3, so it's considered always available. The Gemara says, Ty if Non
IV is not available, one may use mipINEN NON i.e.; salt that is mined from the earth by people, this is not considered always available as
people don't work and mine by night or on maw, but TayTa itis acceptable. Son wayowa.

The Twn nnm [vp] quotes wmnn Sy v that the NS 712 was with the ommnmn o, and says it's wown from this wma that the salt being
used, should originate from water. But this is only a n>nmob as the Gemara is wwt from the pasuk that 72y 72 salt-mined from v may be used.
*It seems the v is leaming the v differently, because he says nbi from water is only a mxn 0, but not a no>nnob. The N'nn also
brings the mvp mabh that says if there is no NSn available to salt the maap, sugar may be used, because it also has preservative qualities.
[P"n noxw] v nn nw says: based on above mavp MmN, even though dipping onb into salt at one’s table is a Ny N o, if one

doesn't have salt for his table, he may dip his on5 info sugar. v*»y where he brings Gematrias and points out that Ny and onb are the same v,
1'02 MPO NPONY 2N "2 NI (2).2 1" (1)
ﬂ 11 95VW? %31 (3) "DNINPYYN MNDIWA LY PPN’ vVava

R’ Moshe Wisnefsky shlita (Daily Wisdom) would say: 3370V (5) X7 ("IN (4)'2 1K 2 0N VIV MIONY

“97 970 Ponya 'no Nnnon' - Just as the Exodus from Egypt reoccurs in every generation and every day, so does the war
with Amalek reoccur time after time. Every day, we must silence the voice of doubt (75ny N1vm)2 Pav) that seeks to halt
our spiritual progress. Once we successfully leave our inner Egypt and overcome our inner Amalek, we are ready to receive
the Torah anew and enter our Promised Land. Successfully implementing this process of spiritual growth on an individual
basis will hasten its collective fulfillment, bringing the world to its Redemption through the hand of Mashiach.”

A Wise Man would say: “Remember to not build walls in the places where you are supposed to build bridges.”
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The Torah describes the miraculous nature of the Mann in the wilderness of the Midbar. Regardless of whether a person
gathered an abundance or a small amount of Mann, they returned to their tent to find exactly one omer per person. The Mann
has always served as a timeless blueprint for bitachon, a reminder that sustenance comes from Above, not from human
manipulation, exertion, or management. It teaches us a lesson that echoes across generations: dishonesty can never increase
what is meant for you, and integrity can never diminish what Hashem has already decreed. While this principle is often
spoken about in abstract terms, every so often a real-life moment crystallizes it with striking clarity. Such a moment unfolded
recently in Jerusalem, involving an ordinary yungerman who found himself in an unexpectedly profound test of honesty.

A few weeks ago, this yungerman was driving through the city when he was involved in a minor car accident. Baruch
Hashem, no one was hurt, and the damage appeared manageable. The other driver, who had clearly been at fault,
approached him apologetically and asked if they could handle the matter privately. He preferred to avoid involving
insurance and offered to pay for the repairs out of pocket. The yungerman, wanting to keep things simple and avoid
unnecessary complications, agreed. He took his car to a local mechanic, who went over the entire automobile and assessed
the damage at 6,000 shekels, a fair and straightforward estimate.

But the situation soon shifted. The other driver reconsidered and decided he would rather file an insurance claim after
all. Once the insurance company became involved, they sent their own professional appraiser to evaluate the damage. As
is common in such cases, the official appraisal came back significantly higher - 11,000 shekels. The yungerman was
surprised but assumed this was simply how the system worked. If the insurance company wanted to pay more, that was
their prerogative. He accepted the updated assessment and thought the matter was essentially resolved.

Then came the unexpected twist. One day, he received a phone call informing him that the insurance company had
discovered that the other driver’s license had been confiscated at the time of the accident. He had been driving illegally -
hence his preference to avoid involving insurance - and as a result, they were refusing to cover the claim entirely. The case
was being transferred to legal representatives, who would pursue the driver personally for the full 11,000 shekels.
Suddenly, the yungerman found himself in a very different position. According to Halacha, now that the insurance
company was no longer involved, he could not claim the inflated appraisal. He was entitled only to the actual cost of the
repairs, the original 6,000 shekels. Anything beyond that would be taking money that did not rightfully belong to him.

The driver, clearly distressed, called the yungerman and offered to pay the 6,000 shekels out of pocket. When the
yungerman assured him that he had no intention of demanding the higher amount, the driver was overwhelmed with relief
and gratitude. He thanked him repeatedly for his integrity, expressing how much it meant that the yungerman refused to
exploit the situation or use the legal system to pressure him for money he did not owe.

What happened next felt like a whisper from Heaven. The very next day, the yungerman received a call from the
gabbai of Ezras Achim, a local charity organization. The gabbai sounded excited. “I have some amazing news for you,” he
said. “You just won our grand prize drawing ... 5,000 shekels!” The yungerman was stunned. The amount was not
approximate. It was not symbolic. It was the exact difference between the inflated appraisal and the true cost of the repairs
- the precise sum he had declined to take dishonestly.

In that moment, the message felt unmistakable. When he refused to accept even a single shekel that was not rightfully

his, Hashem returned that very amount to him in a way that was pure, peaceful, and undeniably destined. It was a living |\

illustration of the lesson of the Mann: what is yours will come to you, and what is not yours will never bring blessing.
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The famous Shiras Devorah details the battle between the
Jewish people (led by Barak Ben Avinoam and the tribes of
Naftali and Zevulin) and the army of the Canaanite General,
Sisera. The Jewish people were victorious and Sisera - who
was forced to flee the battlefield - sought shelter in the tent of
Chever HaKeini. Weary and caught off-guard, Sisera fell
asleep and Chever’s wife, Yael, seized the moment and
killed him with the peg of the tent. Of all the men and
woman who could have brought about the Jewish nation’s
victory, why were Devorah and Yael the ones to facilitate it?

R’ Chaim Kanievsky z#”I points out that the Navi wrote
that Devorah HaNeviah was “the wife of Lapidos” and
reiterated three times that Yael was “the wife of Chever

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
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HaKeini.” If the salvation came because of these two women,
why was it even necessary to mention their husbands?

Explains R’ Chaim, Chazal tell us that although women
should aspire to achieve great things in life, a true Jewish wife
plays the vital role of "yT2 y" - a “helper” to her husband
and family. Sarah Imeinu was the first woman to teach this
lesson by demonstrating how she was "noya 3§ ney” -
“doing the will of her husband” and how she was always
available to aid Avraham Avinu in his holy work, restoring
lost souls. Devorah and Yael learned this lesson well and
although they were the critical players of the Jewish Nation’s
victory, they never strayed from their stated purpose and
unique role to their husbands and families.
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Chazal teach us that even the maidservants “saw” the Shechina at Krias Yam Suf. A surreal revelation of K’vod

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, Shomayim. Yet the Baalei Mussar teach us that these servants remained at the same spiritual level; nothing materialized from

this astounding revelation they experienced. How were they not motivated to improve? The simple explanation is that the

R flame of a mere momentary stimulus with no immediate concrete action to solidify said inspiration will have no lasting fire.

But perhaps we can offer another pshat with a relevant machshava 7'02. There’s a Gemara cited a few times in Shas. W

e "monyn had an uncanny ability to expound on and darshan all the "nN" in the Torah. That was until he reached the posuk 'n o’
.| "Nvn PPN and he abruptly stopped as he felt nothing could be a zafel to n"apn.

The Maharsha (Pesachim 22b), asks: Why wasn’t he troubled with an earlier posuk in this week’s sedra. It says NX Dy W'

"n, the nation feared Hashem. What could he learn out from that "nX'? He quotes the ax9m w'Nhm: Here it says they feared
© | Hashem, using the ©N1n Ov. But what stopped him was "NPn PpON ‘N N, even through the Y70 170 ow. In other words, it’s
"C, much easier to attain fear when the going is good. The “kuntz” is when it’s din, when it’s challenging, to still see and fear Hashem

with complacency. Additionally, the posuk says, "n>y10 0 X O8> X' - They saw the open hand of Hashem. When one sees

P “'::,@‘:‘:::. . ,

e open miracles so vividly it’s barely a “kuntz” to believe. Hence, "monyn ywnw only dwelled on "Nvn PpOX N X'

Thus, when without any follow-up effort the maidservants saw the Yad Hashem, the spark fizzled - unlike the ©»2) who

w attained their lofty levels through avodas Hashem and unyielding determination. That is everlasting.

As the saying goes; no pain, no gain, May we be zoche to m» 10 of yiras Hashem in all life’s situations.
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"G Yom: In Jerusalem in the 1600’s there was a devastating
| drought that brought much pain. The local Ottoman governor

(Pasha) needed a scapegoat to blame. Like so many before,

%] he flew into a rage, blaming the Jewish community for the

lack of rain. With his sword held high up in the air, he

(t threatened them with expulsion if the drought didn’t break.

R’ Moshe Galante z£’l led the community out to the tomb

| of Shimon HaTzaddik to pray. But before they left the city
o .| walls, he issued a strange command: “Everyone must wear
| their heavy rain coats and carry their umbrellas.”

The day was blistering hot and the sky was a clear,

5 -‘ mocking blue. As the Jews marched through the streets in
| their rain gear, Arab neighbors and Ottoman soldiers laughed

and jeered at the “‘crazy” people carrying umbrellas and other

such paraphernalia in a desert heatwave.

However, as soon as R’ Moshe finished his prayers, the
sky suddenly turned black. A massive downpour erupted with
such force that the very soldiers who had been mocking them
had to beg them for shelter under those same umbrellas.
Lwn3: One of the focal points of Parshas Beshalach is faith;
emunah and bitachon. From their heroic exodus from Egypt
to the miracles performed at the sea, they were coupled with
trails. Afterwards, they had only bitter water to drink and ran
out of food. The Mann, although it seems historically
fantastic, was hard to manage on a daily basis (VD2 N9 WN).
Our Sages tell us that those who were lacking faith had to
travel out of the camp to get their portion of Mann. Finally,
the Torah records the battle against Amelek, the paradigm of
evil. That battle was fought with faith. When Moshe raised
his hand to the heavens the Jewish people triumphed!
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GOLDEN NUGGETS ON THE PARSHA WITH A
FOCUS ON LESSONS HOW TO SERVE HASHEM
AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD

Snva DYAaTan

It is known how important it was to Hashem for the Yidden to leave Mitzrayim with phenomenal wealth and riches, a

x| promise that had been made to Avraham Avinu at the Bris Bein Habsarim. The question is: Why was it necessary to happen
G| this way? Furthermore, Chazal tell us that "o nvan ©n mva nen N1y, the spoils at the Red Sea were even greater than the
¥ | spoils of Egypt! What was unique about the ©n mw2? Was it merely greater in monetary value?

The Bris Bein Habsarim was formed because of Avraham Avinu asking, "y nna”, how could I be certain that future

% generations will exist? Several animals were sacrificed, split in half, and Avraham and Hashem “walked” through them. In

addition, a bird was offered but left whole. Chazal reveal that Avraham’s question lacked an element of Emuna on his level,

»“ ;‘”m} and Shibud Mitzraim resulted from it. How can we understand this if, after all, our original forefather is the pillar of Emuna?

R’ Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer z¢”l explains that Avraham Avinu understood his own life to be a symbol of the lives of his

=Yz descendants. As the only person of his time who sought Hashem, he was hated by the world and even faced attempts on his

life. Avraham realized that his children, the smallest of the nations, were destined to face the same fate. From the moment we

| ‘rt,"“ accepted the Torah on Har Sinai, the other nations have harbored hatred toward us and sought our destruction. Avraham did
»¥%_ | not doubt that Hashem would bestow blessing, rather he questioned how we would survive in order to receive that blessing.

Hashem replied that the key to our existence is unity. As long as the bird, symbolizing the Jewish people, remains whole, we

,“ possess achdus and are untouchable. This is why ©n 721 was so essential. When the Jews were impoverished slaves, unity
S | came easily. Who could truly hold an opinion and what was there to fight about? But after they attained wealth and profound
{5 spiritual clarity, "2 12 SN NN NY D0 9y INaw nnw 1" and still remained united, that was true achdus.

Today, in a world of comfort and abundance, we must preserve genuine unity to endure galus until Mashiach arrives.




