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Relevant Halachos for the Yom Tov of Shavuos (2) 1) One should make an initial beracha, drink one or two cups
Drinking Throughout the Night. Many people maintain the and have in mind with his first beracha to drink now and
custom of staying up the whole night of Shavuos learning Torah “decide later, after the P 19713, if he’ll drink more.” In
(some learn the specific topics set up by the Mekubalim known this first “drinking session” at some point, when a hot drink
as “Tikkun”). These people often drink hot coffee or tea cools down, some of his drinking should consist of 3 oz. in a
throughout the night to give them energy and help them stay 4-min. span (if possible in a 15-second span) and he should
awake. There are a number of halachic questions regarding the say "mwa X" after his cup(s). If he later feels he needs to
berachos on these drinks, both before and after. drink more, he should repeat the above.

1- Can one beracha exempt all the drinks all night even if there  2) If one feels that he needs to drink constantly, perhaps to keep
might be long breaks? (9199y MY ¥15 :n2WN) (1) himself awake, he should say one beracha for the whole
2- What is the length of a break that might cause the first night and try to not let any 30 minutes go by without a sip of
beracha to expire and make it too late to say an after-beracha? his drink. Regarding the m»nx N3, he should make sure at

(MY Ny v MpPT130]'5 N MpT[72] 2"y DY IN ¥ H2WN) some point during the evening to have 3 oz. in a 4-min. span
3- What are the time and volume amounts to surely necessitate as mentioned above, and not forget the MmN 1572 at the end
or surely not necessitate an after-beracha? of the evening. Alternatively, he should sip small sips and not
JOP MOV X MY [4] 1 7992 N 999 NN 1D N 12 wN) consume more than one ounce in any 4-min. span. Then, he

(19%9 I 198729 N PN NINK NIAD DPYN NHPWY does not need to say a IMINN N7
Solutions. Because of the above-mentioned doubts either of the IMPORTANT NOTE: These halachos apply all year round

two following methods is recopnmended. to those who drink tea/coffee while they are learning.
42Tﬁ‘“5‘§n — 77N 7 T7aN — DTN T2

"IN Y2 YO0 NPT P NToN N He says from the pasuk, "omoa mva onvnwy'. Rashi explains: The word "mya” is implying that Sww
Tonn was saying, he wanted to use a specific knife which presumably was checked beforehand. The y"w [) » "o 1] says: a vmw must be
12 his yov before nonw. If he didn't check prior, but after the monw he checks and finds the knife is good, the nwnw is o, However, ow
'~ "0 if he checked before and found that it is not owa but checks after the nonw and finds that it is ona the animal is deemed a n923 because
we are wein the yoo became owa from cutting through the iy wooN nizvna mnna ,my consequently the knife was owa before reaching the
Dy>. The qoY 177 brings the X"aw4 who says, one may not vnw and rely on checking the oo afterwards, because we are concemed he will
forget to check later and might end up eating n>23. The naywm snna (2 "0] brings: according to this N"aw having a vw to remind you after the
nonw to be pna the knife, would not help. We only allow a “ww regarding no> nnw maw 990 because it's a situation of a msn mop
otherwise we don't permit the use of a ymw. The 7"w brings the w9 who says, the mpn for yoon nprra is from the pasuk, "mva ononwy”.

The 1"w asks: Our Gemara concludes that this is only a din 277 and the pasuk is a xnonox for showing it to a oon. The 7' [ "0 "2 '0]
brings the n"a who says the reason for nonwn omp niyTais not like the x"aw that one might forget later, rather we are concemned, if the yoo
is ,ona he would have made a nbva> n>12 and be 22 the WY of nwn N, so best to check it in advance. The 7w adds, according to this, if he
was xyy the no1a from someone else, he would not have to check beforehand. The 7'w concludes, that our Gemara says, “of course we should
check, a o oo renders the nnina a treifa’, we see the concern is 97w and not a NYVIY N7, MINAY Py

The Gemara [:n] says, a vrwibutcher should have 3 separate knives. 1 for monw, a 2nd for cutting the meat, and a 3rd for cutting non-kosher
25n. The x"aw wonders, why do we need a separate o07? The vrw is required to check it before monw anyway? He explains, the concem is,
after a nonw before he puts it away, the vrw will check it. If it's good, he need not check it again before the next nvnw as he may rely on its NN
o, However, if it's not nonwd nvn in the interim he might use it to chop meat and it will become oo but he won't realize because it's not so
common, and he will mistakenly rely on its npn. Similarly, the yw [0 ,)'n N says, before making a m>12 on a 1w5v one should check the Ty to
be sure they are w2 so as not to make a nbva> N2, The 2w brings: even if one checked the previous moming and they were good and there is
a mmwd nizn still, o &0 on a nin ifitis 9720 %’ He adds, if one checks the 1 before he puts the mwbv away and they are v, he may

i i i i ! ' " 1))
rely on the nvn and use it the next moming m n’n N 1 ) without checkl‘nq. [‘zﬁ ; o :P:Dnﬁ n 19’3)’1]W i

R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev z¢”’l (Kedushas Levi) would say:

“The Yom Tov of Shavuos is the only Biblical festival in connection with which the Torah does not command that a
Korban Chatos - a sin offering, be brought. For on Shavuos, the day on which the Torah was given and received, every
single Yid is in the category of a Ger Tzedek - a righteous convert to the Jewish religion, who is considered to be as ‘a
young child who is just born.” Just as a newborn infant is without sin, so too are the Jewish people without sin on Shavuos.”

2

A Wise Man would say: “qut“ roblems in life are for two reasons: we act without thinking or we think without acting.

”'L .. Every Yid's purpose is to wholeheartedly CONNECT 1392 199 AT ORI 3WY
- with The Creator especially B'Tfilal _ge PR | [Py 0T 9 ATt 13 v DY

T 2 Bp LIRS 8T e

“ 2157+ verificble signatures 855.400.5164 / Kvodshomayim.org or fext us at 323.376.7607 AT SIVIAve

Printed By: Quality Printing
Graphic Copy & Printing
(845)352-8533




0A27 1870 ... 2N NOYA

(T N PS5 D) .. TOTD DY DT 1 Dy N30 e op O TMan 1Epa o nns

Chazal note that the Torah uses the singular form, "ow ", to describe an entire nation gathered at Har Sinai. It was a
moment when hundreds of thousands stood together as one heart, one mind, one purpose. The mountain trembled, the
heavens opened, and the world held its breath. It was the moment of supreme revelation, when a Nation saw the word of G-d.

There was once a devoted chassid of the Maharid of Belz, R’ Yissachar Dov Rokeach z#”l, a man who had traveled
faithfully to his Rebbe for every Yom Tov, every tish, every moment of elevation that the Belzer Rebbe offered. His journeys
were long, often difficult, but he made them with joy, for he felt that each visit brought him closer to the light of chassidus.
Yet one year, as the Yom Tov of Shavuos approached, a thought entered his mind. He remembered the enormous crowds that
gathered in Belz during the holiday - the crush of people, the noise, the endless stream of visitors who came from every corner
of the region. He recalled how difficult it was to find a place to stand, how the air grew thick with heat and anticipation, how
the Rebbe was surrounded on all sides by those seeking a blessing or a word of guidance. He reasoned with himself. Why
must he travel when the crowds were at their peak? Would he not be able to receive more, understand more, and connect
more deeply if he came a week later, when the tumult had quieted and the Rebbe could give him more focused attention? He
convinced himself that this was not laziness or avoidance; he could be a more refined vessel to receive the Rebbe’s Torah.
With this thought, he remained in his own town for the holiday, davening with sincerity, learning with diligence, and
imagining the moment when he would soon stand before his Rebbe in a more peaceful setting.

One week after Shavuos, he set out on his journey. The roads were familiar, the inns unchanged, the wagon wheels steady
and reassuring. When he finally arrived in Belz, he felt a quiet satisfaction. He had made the right decision, he told himself.
Now he would be able to receive the Rebbe’s words without distraction, without the pressure of the holiday crowds.

When he entered the Rebbe’s room, the Maharid greeted him warmly, as he always did. After a few moments, the Rebbe
asked gently, “And how was your journey for Yom Tov? We did not see you among the chassidim this Shavuos.”

The chassid answered honestly, explaining the reasoning that had guided his choice. He spoke of the crowds, of the
difficulty of approaching the Rebbe during the festival, of his desire to be a more worthy vessel for the Torah he hoped to
receive. He concluded with confidence that coming after the holiday had surely been the better path.

The Rebbe listened quietly, his eyes resting on the chassid with a mixture of patience and something deeper, something the
chassid could not yet name. When the man finished speaking, the Maharid leaned back slightly and said, almost to himself,
“Yetz ich farshtay der rabbanim vos ken nisht lernen - Now I understand why there are rabbis who cannot learn.”

The chassid blinked, startled. The Rebbe continued, his voice soft but he sighed as if carrying the weight of generations.
“At the time of Matan Torah,” he said, “when our ancestors stood at the foot of Har Sinai, the mountain was surrounded by a
vast multitude. The air was filled with thunder and flame, the sound of the shofar, the trembling of creation itself. And among
that great crowd were some who looked around and said in their hearts, “Why should we push ourselves into this crush of
people? Why should we stand in the heat and the noise? Would it not be better to wait until the giving of the Torah is over,
until the crowds disperse, and then we will come to the mountain? Then we will receive the Torah in peace and quiet.’

“And so they waited. They told themselves it was smart, the right thing to do. But when they finally came to the mountain,
they found nothing. The revelation had passed. The fire had faded. The voice had ceased. The mountain stood silent.”

The room was still. The Belzer chassid felt the words settle over him like a heavy cloak, though the Rebbe had offered no

rebuke, no explicit lesson. He had told a simple story, one that ended with a quiet truth that echoed across centuries, from [\

Sinai to Belz, from the thunder of revelation to the soft creak of a wooden floor beneath a chassid’g feet. (Translated from Sefer Imrei Dvash)
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n Parshas Yisro there are several posukim which describe the days leading up to nmnn n>ap. Rashi on the above posuk

"C, quotes Chazal who ask, why does it say "mn o»2" - this day, and not "N Ov2” - that day, as we are commemorating what

transpired then? He answers that this teaches us the axiom "©w1nd P»ya > 0w 921" From here, says R’ Yerucham Levovitz

R zt”’l, we can learn a lesson that not only should the actual text of the Torah be like new - as Chazal say elsewhere - but even

the "N2", coming to the beis medrash each and every day should be with a “frishkeit” and enthusiasm. The posuk in Yechezkel

e (46-9) says, "0 WY TIT NN WY TIT NIN". When one enters the ¥ Tpnn m1 through one entrance, their exiting should not

be through the same door. R* Chaim Shmulevitz z£’l explains that one of the greatest impediments in 'n nmMay is “hergel” -

& | routine. “Rote” tends to make things boring. Thus, we are instructed to constantly keep things different and fresh.

Someone once asked if it was wise to ask R’ Shach z¢£”’ (who was 99 at the time) crucial life’s queries. Being so old, he

; 3 must be out of touch! The sharp reply received was eye-opening! R” Shach is not 99! He is three times 33-years-old! He live
"C, each day with freshness and vigor, never stopping his youthful learning. Plus, he has life experience and additional daas Torah.

A story is told of a young “Rebbishe Einikel” who was davening selichos next to his Zaida. The Rebbe asked him why when

saying the first few posukim of W) p ynw, he exhibited extra fervor but not when he said mpy ny> w>»own HN? “It doesn’t apply to

me! I'm not old yet!” said the boy. The Rebbe replied: ‘“Sometimes we lose our zest even when we are young! These words don’t

R necessarily refer to a chronologically old person. We beg Hashem that even when we are young we shouldn’t lose our freshness!”

This Yom Tov of Shavuos, let us try to internalize this machshava, serving Hashem with the excitement of a young child. As it

r’(,“"‘ says, "NANN INIW WY (N N Ww). Hashem loves us even more when we are young and vibrant. A Freilichen Yom Tov!
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aren’t going to learn from all of them?”
R’ Malach answered. “My son, I'm taking out the seforim

R721R

»“ om: World renowned speaker, R’ Elimelech Biderman
<& | shlita, related the following story about his grandfather, the
Y&l 1zaddik, R’ Pinchas Menachem Malach z£”l, who was

known for his relentless diligence in Torah study. For most

(t of his life, he was accustomed to staying awake for many late

hours, immersing in his studies. In his later years, however,

| his physical strength began to wane, and he no longer

possessed the stamina required to maintain his rigorous, late-

¢ ’ night learning sessions. Yet, his deep love for Torah never
v%| faded. Every single night before going to sleep, he would

take out various seforim and prepare them on his table.
Bewildered by this nightly ritual, his son finally asked,
“Tatteh, why are you taking out all these seforim if you

that I would have learned had I had the strength to learn!”
Although he lacked physical capability, setting the seforim
out was an expression of his burning desire to learn. And
because his yearning was so genuine, he explained, Hashem
considered it as if he had actually learned from them.
Yem3: The essence of Shavuos is the heart’s longing for Torah.
When Klal Yisroel stood at Har Sinai, and accepted the Torah
with the enthusiastic declaration of “Na’aseh V’Nishma,” it
demonstrated a powerful commitment and desire that preceded
their actual understanding or ability to fulfill the mitzvos. We
still possess that strength! True Torah dedication is not only
measured by limud Torah, but by the relentless desire to
connect with it, even when the body can necessarily keep up.
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In the Haggadah shel Pesach we say that if Hashem had only brought us before Har Sinai, but not given us the Torah, that

o _| would have been sufficient cause for us to give Him thanks. This seems puzzling; what purpose would there bein bringing us to
| Har Sinai if He had not given us the Torah?

Additionally, throughout the weeks of Sefirah, there is a minhag to learn Pirkei Avos. This, too, seems strange. Being that we

2y =932 22T NN RaND N
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havuos is a time of deep spiritual aspiration. The Haftorah
for both days of Yom Tov describe a manifestation of Hashem
and His greatness. Shavuos is referred to as the celebration of
revelation, connected to the giving of the Torah and
Hashem’s appearance at Har Sinai. Yet the Torah itself
never explicitly describes Shavuos this way; only 9"yaw nmn
(Oral Law) does. In am5aw nmn, Shavuos is presented as the
time of the wheat harvest, which is why the onbn »nw y27p,
the offering of fine wheat loaves, is brought. What, then, is
the connection? Why do Chazal ascribe Shavuos to Matan
Torah while the Torah aligns it with the wheat harvest?
R’ Tzadok HaKohen z¢’l (Pri Tzaddik) writes that wheat
represents the growth and elevation of a person. Just as a small

wheat kernel can become a loaf of bread, so too a person has
the inner ability to become great even if he is presently small
in character. On Shavuos, the giving of the Torah elevates the
world to the spiritual level that existed before the sin of Adam
and Chava. R’ Chaim Volozhiner z#’/ (Ruach Chaim)
explains that a person should use Shavuos night to elevate
himself to a higher status. Chazal teach in Pirkei Avos (6:1)
that when a person learns Torah for its own sake, it prepares
him to be righteous - "mIwon" - from the word "»won" to
Kasher. Just as we Kasher a pot by purging absorbed tastes,
Torah study purges foreign ideas and experiences.

Shavuos is meant to purify us through Torah and recognition
of Hashem'’s greatness, elevating us to unimaginable levels.

" are supposed to be preparing for Matan Torah, would we not be better served in learning the sixth perek alone, which discusses
"C, and extols the many aspects and virtues of Torah study? Why do we learn the other perakim as well?

The Avudraham answers that this is because aside from the study of Torah itself, there is also a Hakdamah to the Torah, a

»“ ;‘”m} necessary prerequisite to its study; as per the Mishnah in Avos, that Hakdamah is derech eretz, i.e., to have good middos. Thus,

in anticipation of Matan Torah, we busy ourselves with the middos tovos and ethical conduct outlined in Pirkei Avos so that we

Ap=#| may come to receive the Torah having acquired the prerequisite for doing so.

Now, if good middos are the Hakdamah to Torah, the first lesson one must learn is the first dibbur given at Har Sinai: "

| ‘rt,"“ "PPYN N, to believe in and be aware of Hashem. But R* Tzaddok HaKohen of Lublin z£’l adds a moiradike hosafah. He
o¥%_| writes that just as one is thus obligated to believe in Hashem, so is one obligated — in the exact same measure — to believe in
*| himself! A yid must say "93N", T am "ppox '". In other words, I, too, possess a spark of Hashem, my 9ynn o pon. T am
,“ "‘,\,{ G-dly! ppOx ‘1! This is the aleph-beis of avodas Hashem, and of the entire Torah.

This is what the Haggadah means to say. At Har Sinai, we gained so much more than the Torah itself. We gained the

»“ :" %] awareness that we are a WY1 »» 0212 N50n, an elevated, holy nation. We got our zich, the knowledge of who we are and how

each and every one of us has the potential for gadlus! That, indeed, is enough to require us to thank Hashem for all eternity.




