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ZT”L of Bagdad, the Kohanim turn around and face the
congregation rather than face the Aron, when they recite
the Priestly Blessings and beseech the Almightyto bestow
His kindness upon us. The Kohanim are pleading with

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (24)

Saying a Beracha in a Pure Setting. A beracha must be said
in a pure setting. This basically includes two main restrictions:
1) Not to say a beracha, or any other holy speech, such as
davening or Torah learning, in view of an inappropriately
dressed person, whereby body parts that should be covered are
not covered (1. 2) Not to say a beracha, etc., in the close
proximity of human waste or rotten items that have a bad smell,
and the like (2. We will explain the first restriction.
Torah Prohibition. “He (Hashem) shall not see among you a
naked thing.” (W= ©727) From here we learn that if private
body parts of a man or lady, Jewish or not ), close relative or
not, are visible, it is Biblically prohibited to make a beracha.
Similarly, if one is listening to a beracha, such as Kiddush, in
order to fulfill his obligation, it is as if he is reciting Kiddush
and the above restriction applies . According to Ashkenazim
who rule like the R’MA (5 one may say a beracha in sight of an
uncovered boy under the age of nine and a girl under the age of
three. Therefore, a Mohel may say the beracha on Bris Milah
even if the baby’s place of milah is uncovered. (Sefardim who
rule like the Shulchan Aruch ) prohibit no matter the age.)

If one did recite a beracha in sight of an uncovered part, he
must repeat the beracha (7). This prohibition applies even if one
closed his eyes, is blind, or is in a dark room, as long as he is
facing the Ervah @) (uncovered part). (By a rabbinic Ervah,
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Rabbeinu Ovadia Seforno ZT”’L writes:

us, imploring us, as if to say, “Improve your ways! Bring
the Shechinah into your lives.” This is why the posuk states,
“They will place My Name upon Bnei Yisroel,” and only
afterwards, “Iwill blessthem,” with an open hand!
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whichwill be explained later, shutting one’s eyes can sometimes
help.) If one turned his whole body (not just his head) to the side
putting the immodest scene out of view, he may say a beracha
©). Uncovered parts of an animal are not forbidden (10).
Thinking. Although this issur includes studying Torah in front
of an Ervah, only verbalizing is prohibited. Thinking in learning
or reading a Torah text without verbalizing it, is permitted (11).
Accordingly, one can listen to a Torah Tape in such a position
because he is only listening and thinking without verbalizing.
Even though audible words are coming from the tape in front of
the Ervah, it is not a problem because no human mouth is
uttering those words. Even if Torah words are being said by
somebody not in view of the Ervah, they may be listened to by
someone in view of the Ervah. The Eishal Avrohom (12 from
Butshash rules that writing words of Torah is like verbalizing.
A Transparent Cover. If the private parts are covered by a see-
through garment or a glass cover, it is still prohibited. However,
that cover helps a little, and permits one to say the beracha with
shut eyes or turning his face without turning his whole body(13).
The Rabbinic Issur. The sages added an issur to the Torah
prohibition of saying a beracha in front of an uncovered Ervah
in the following cases: 1) In front of a woman not modestly
dressed. 2) In front of the uncovered hair of a Jewish married
woman. 3) In earshot of a lady singing. These will be explained
next week, Bezras Hashem.
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“"ma Syn Swnd' - This posuk refers to stolen property of a convert (Ger) who subsequently died. Since the convert

has no relatives to inherit him, when the thief wishes to repent he gives the money to a kohen. The Torah stresses that
this crime involves a ‘transgression before Hashem’ - a Chilul Hashem brought about by stealing from a convert,
who came to reside under the wings of the Shechinah as a Jew, only to be a victim of theft and robbery. How much
care must religious Jews take to increase the respect for Hashem and His Torah and not the opposite, Heaven forbid.”

R’ Eliyohu Eliezer Dessler ZT”’L (Michtav M’Eliyohu) would say:

“Chazal tell us that when a person becomes angry, he is '"myv 5959 N2’ - ‘reaches the point of error.” But there is
a deeper understanding. The presence of anger betrays the presence of error. A person loses his temper because he
knows in his heart that he is mistaken and desires to hide this fact from the world by acting out in anger.”

A Wise Man would say:
“If you are content with the best you have done, you will never do the best you can do!”

DEDICATED L'ILUY NISHMAS REB AVROHOM YOSEF SHMUEL ALTER KURZ Z”L- 733830 "2 W0 15 905)
GREAT NEWS! PLANS FOR TORAH TAVLIN VOLUME 2 ARE UNDERWAY! SPONSORSHIPS/DEDICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
DAY (1 PAGE) - $50, SHABBOS / YOM TOV (2 PAGES) - $100, WEEKLY DEDICATION - $180. LARGER SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE.
TO DEDICATE A DAY OR WEEK OF TORAH TAVLIN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, A SIMCHA OR JUST FOR THE ZECHUS, OR TO
RECEIVE THE WEEKLY TORAH TAVLIN FREE, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.




waabmw.mmm

(5-7) 7N INTA IMNA 9 N RoN A7 TOPY /5 ONR IX TRy

Late one night, there came an urgent knocking at the door of the Rov of Yerushalayim, R’ Tzvi Hirsch Pesach
Frank ZT”L. A woman with lines of bitterness etched on her face, stood at the open door. R’ Frank recognized her.
This was the woman who had consulted with him once before about her terrible situation. As he recalled, the woman’s
husband had begun exhibiting unusual characteristics, was eventually pronounced insane, and had tobe committed toa
mental institution. With no hope of seeing him recover, the young wife wanted her freedom. Halachically, however, the
husband could not give her a get (religious divorce) while he was notin control of his faculties.

“Honored Rov,” she was now saying breathlessly, “you told me that if I ever catch my husband in a lucid moment, I
should summon you immediately. Well, I have just come from him and his mind seemed very clear. He recognized me
and seemed toremember our relationship. Perhaps now I can obtain my get? Can you bring an end to my suffering?”

At the time, R’ Frank was weak and ill, and the hour was late. But a Jewish daughter was in pain and here was an
opportunity - perhaps the only opportunity - to alleviate her suffering. It may be a long trip in the dead of the night but
none of this seemed to matter to him, as he summoned his dayanim (members of a rabbinical court), a sofer (scribe) and
witnesses, some of whom had to be awakened. He quickly hired a wagon and they all traveled together tothe institution,
anhour’sdriveaway.

Upon their arrival, the Rov was led into the institution and right to the husband’s room. Without preamble, he began to
talk tothe deranged husband, asking him carefully thought-out questions to see whether he was reallyaware of what was
going on. Then, he paused for amoment and asked the question he was saving for last.

“Tell me,” asked R” Tzvi Pesach, “Would you agree to divorce your wife?”

“Rebbe, doyou want me to have no wife or home toreturn to when I leave this place?” the man asked plaintively.

This last response far exceeded R” Tzvi Pesach’s expectations and it satisfied him to the husband’s mental condition
of the moment. Turning to his dayanim he said, “By the question he just asked, this man has proven that he is in control
ofhis mind right now. Letus proceed to prepare the divorce.”

Now, came the unpleasant part. He had to convince the temporarily lucid man who couldn’t bear to live without his
wife, to now divorce her! Turning back to the husband, R’ Tzvi Pesach began to speak to him in gentle tones. He
explained thatit would be a great mitzvah todivorce his wife, and pleaded with the unfortunate man todotheright thing
immediately. At first, the man couldn’t understand why the esteemed Rabbi would ask him to do such a thing but after
listeningtotheargumentsand anevaluation ofhismentalstatus, themanreluctantlyagreed.

The woman received the get, and it was past three o’clock in the morning when the small party left the asylum. As
they traveled back towards thecity, R’ Frank apologized to the dayanim for disturbing their sleep. “Atleast we may take
some measure of comfort in knowing that we were able to release this unfortunate woman from her chains, and did not
strengthenthembyourlaziness,”heexulted.

His daughter met him at the door. “Tatteh,” she said anxiously, “in two hours it will be morning. How will you have

enough energy to face the coming day? Why didn’t you go to sleep for a while before going out?”
R’ Tzvi Pesach answered, “A Yiddishe tochter trinkt zich in blit, un ich vell gein shloffen?” (“A Jewish daughter is

drowning in blood and I should gotosleep?”)
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wm: A prominent man from a distinguished background
had a son who began to turn away from the traditions of
his father. He fell in with bad people and began acting
inappropriately and sinful. Eventually, his father had no
choice but to drive the child out of his house. Left on his
own, the boy joined the gangs in the street.

A merchant met the father and told him, “You know
that the winter is well on its way, and your son will be
sleeping on a bench in the park wearing his summer
clothes. Why don’t you give him some money so he can at
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leastrent someplacetoliveand buysome clothing?”’

The father’s eyes began shedding tears as he said, “It
hurts me to no end, my friend, but you are speaking to the
wrong person. I am ready to give him everything - to take
himback into myhome -  have an entire wing in the house
ready for him. But his misbehavior forced me to send him
away and now he will not deal with me any more. If you
are concerned about his well-being, speak to him, and
persuade him tocome backhome and behave.”

Swna: For this reason, said R” Moshe Yechezkel Salah
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Rashi writes: “There were three camps there at the time of

the encampment .... The one who has 1y (leprosy) is sent
out of all (three) camps; the v (one who has impure
discharges) is permitted in the Machane Yisroel (Camp of
the Yisraelim) but sent out of the other two; the W99 NIV
(contaminated soul) is permitted also in the Machane
Leviyah (camp of the Leviim) and is only sent away from the
presence of the Shechinah.” One must understand: What is
the difference in the three levels of impurity and the manner
in which these three people are sent out of the camp?

The Izhbitzer Rebbe, R’ Mordechai Yosef Leiner
ZT”L, answers by clarifying the three categories of
impurity. A "y»¥" (leper) is a person who is not in control of
his anger. He is consumed with jealousy and rage against
otherscausing him to speak Lashon Hara,and consequently,
to contract this disease. A "1v" is one who indulges his
desires and lusts for immorality. This craving encompasses
his mind and body, resulting in impure discharges. A person
referred to as a "wa) NNV" is a despondent and unhappy
individual. His soul has become contaminated by being sad.

These three people may not remain amongst the Jewish

People and need to be removed. The one who is consumed
with anger must leave entirely from all three camps for a Yya
Y2 is poisonous to the well-being of everyone around him.
The one who cannot control his desires is required to take
leave of the two inner camps - the Shechinah and the Leviim
- to symbolize that a true Talmid Chacham and master of
Torah is in control of his inner cravings and will not let
them overtake him. However, a sad person is only required
to leave the presence of the Shechinah, for although Torah
scholars may feel down at times, in the presence of the
Shechinah, one can only feel joy and gladness.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

TORAH GEMS

X5 20 YAm 1 Yan P oe P

G- VAN XY TIRY MR D e

The naziris commanded to remove, refrain and restrain
himselfto the utmost from drinking wine. He must abstain
from, “weak and strong wine, vinegar of weak and strong
wine, nor anything from which grapes were steeped.”
What is it about wine in particular that is so repellent to a
nazirthatthe Torahwarns himagain and again aboutit?

R’ Boruch Sorotzkin ZT”L delivers a brilliant insight.
Wine is a unique drink. It contains both positive and
negative qualities. On the one hand, wine is used for
Kiddush, for bentching, at a simcha celebration; it was even
poured on the altar in the Bais Hamikdash. 1t is spiritual in
nature and can elevate a Jewish soul when drunk in
moderation and joy. On the other hand, wine can bring out
the worst attributes in a human being. It causes one to lose
himself in lustful pleasure, to use foul language and speak of
sinful ideas. When a person becomes drunk from wine, he
will say and do things that he would never even consider if
he were sober. Wine is the ultimate “double-edged sword.”

We find this concept when Yaakov and Esav each
brought food to their father Yitzchok. Yaakov brought a
full meal of delicacies and with it, he brought wine. He
recognized that for an auspicious occasion like the
blessings of the Bechorah, wine will elevate the
proceedings and add joy to his father as he delivers the
blessing. Esav, though, knew wine for what it represented
to him: an addictive alcoholic beverage which causes men
toswear, curse and act in shameful ways. Thisdrinkhasno
place at his father’s table while he is in the midst of
performingthismostmeaningful ceremonyonhisbehalf.

Thus, a nazir is warned to refrain from wine. Since he is
vulnerable to sin, and wine is a drink that can turn him the
wrong way, he must remove himself from wine at all cost!
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In Birchas Kohanim we are blessed with three things. The beracha of "0Ywov" in Shemona Esrai is actually based on

this three-fold blessing of peace. The first type of peace we refer tois peace of mind. The content and serenity that comes
from being secure in your relationship with Hashem. The second type of peace is that between man and his fellow man,
something we so desperately need! Peace is much more than just NOT fighting! If two people live in the same house and
have little to do with each other, even if there is no friction between them, we do not describe their relationship as
“Sholom Bayis.” Sholom comes from the word "0b¥" - which means whole. The idea of sholom is to work together
towards the goal of being whole, perfect. When one Jew meets another he says "Sholom Aleichem" and his friend
answers, "Aleichem L'sholom." This means my shlaimus (completeness) is dependant on you! And vice versa. We all
need each other and must activelybe involved in helping one another in order to achieve true peace and wholeness! And
the last type of peace we mention is that Hashem should save us from pain and protect us from our enemies.

Aharon Hakohen brought about so much peace between people - "0/5wqTMOYWAMN" - and in his merit, Bnei Yisroel
received the Ananei Hakavod - Clouds of Glory. Clouds are formed through vapor. It was the kind words that people used
to bless Aharon for the peace and happiness that he brought them, that rose up like vapor and formed the Ananei
Hakavod. The Kohanim, therefore, have the power with their words tobless all of us, the Jewish People.




