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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LAWS OF SIMCHAS TORAH

The Yom Tov of Simchas Torah marks the completion
of the parshiyos of the Torah, and the immediate
commencement of the Torah once again. It is celebrated
with joyous singing and dancing, although a number of
important halachos must be kept in mind.

One should not make kiddush on the night of Simchas
Torah until ©¥a)5N NNY (certain night) (). Likewise,
according to some opinions, the practice in many
congregations to sell the "honors" (©m22) of Simchas
Torah between Mincha of Shemini Atzeres and Maariv of
Simchas Torah, should also be done after certain night, so
that it would not be considered "preparing” from one day
of Yom Tov to the next ).

The Kibbudim on Simchas Torah

The above-mentioned "honors" that are bestowed upon
members of the congregation on Simchas Torah include:
1) The posukim of »oxn NnNr that are read aloud
before the Hakafos.

2) The Aliyos (calling up to the Torah).

3) The special Aliyah of "o win Y57 - the next to last
Aliyah before finishing the entire Torah. It is assumed
that this Aliyah is a segulah (merit) for having children.

4) »nn ynn - The completion of the Torah.

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

5) rmwxaa ynn - The first Aliyah which inaugurates the
reading of the Torah from Parshas Beraishis.
6) oM NN - Taking out and putting back the Sefer
Torah, nnn (raising up the Torah) and "%y (rolling
up the Sefer Torah).
The Hakafos

The custom is to take out all the Sifrei Torah for
Hakafos, even non-kosher ones ) and dance around the
Bimah. 1t is preferable to fulfill the opinion of the
Kabbalistic sages to keep at least one Sefer Torah in the
middle during the Hakafos. Even those who are stringent
and do not dance or clap their hands on Shabbos and
Yom Tov, are permitted according to all opinions on
Simchas Torah, in honor of the completion of the Torah @.

Many of the Simchas Torah flags that children wave
contain posukim written on them. One must be careful
not to allow these flags to get trampled on. Thus, it is
preferable to use flags without posukim.

If a person is called up with the honor of holding a Sefer
Torah for a Hakafah, he should not refuse the honor,
unless, he is unable to carry it due to health reasons ().
Since the custom is to call up people for Hakafos by
name, two brothers should not be called up in a row,
because of ¥y py - evil eye.
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R' Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT"L would say:

S

"The dancing on Simchas Torah is so exalted and so elevated that even the Angel Michael comes
down to this earth and collects all the fallen and torn straps of the shoes of the Jews as they dance. He
then uses these to create a crown to exhibit the splendor of Klal Yisroel."

R' Avrohom Sholom of Stropkov ZT''L would say:
"Hashem commands us to sing and dance on this holy day, but how can a Jew truly feel happiness
while mired in this bitter golus? The answer is that Hashem is really testing us to see how we will

respond. Will we be sad and bitter, proving that we

have no faith in the coming redemption, or will we

fulfill His command joyously, because we believe that our Father, our King, will soon save us?"

A Wise Man would say:

"Always remember that you are absolutely unique. Just like everyone else."
& SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO YEHUDAH LEIB BLONDER (BLONDINI) ON HIS BAR MITZVAH.
MAY HE CONTINUE TO SEE MUCH MORE HATZLACHA IN TORAH AND YIRAS SHOMAYIM
AND MAY ALL OF KLAL YISROEL ENJOY MUCH NACHAS FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS LABOR.

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE
IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.
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in is hand. This was the Klausenberger Rebbe’s Hakafos in honor of Simchos Torah!

In his later years, R' Yekusiel Yehudah would often mention his experiences on that Shemini Atzeres.
With satisfaction evident in his voice, he would say, "True, I was terribly beaten and barely survived, but
in the end I defeated the o>ywn because I did not work on Shemini Atzeres."
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A major significance of the Yom Tov of Shemini
Atzeres is the love and affection that Hashem
reveals to Bnei Yisroel, so much so, that He
implores us to celebrate with Him one more day.
7OINTI9 Yoy WP - "your departure is difficult for
me," Hashem exclaims, and thus, we remain.

But the difficulty is not just when we depart from
His presence, says R' Yitzchok of Vorki ZT"L.
rooNTI9 oy NYpr - It is hard for our Father in
Heaven, when He sees us taking leave, one from
another. Our achdus is so important to Hashem, that
He feels pain, 9935, when we go our separate
ways, and insists that we stay together one more day.
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If one were to peruse all the writings of the Holy
Ariza"l, not surprisingly, one could find comments,
explanations and hidden 0> for just about every
mitzvah - D'Oraysa and D'Rabbanun - every prayer
ever instituted by the nYy1n NOIS PWIN, and even
minhagim or distant customs that are not well
known and not all kept by varying groups in Klal
Yisroel. All this nothwithstanding, with regard to
the mitzvah of Hakafos on Simchas Torah, the
writings of the Ariza"l contain .... nothing! No
penetrating illumination of the mitzvah through
kabbalistic sources, not even the most minor of
©°199. This is obviously an unusal circumstance.

To attain a bit of understanding, one must first
discern the nature of the mitzvah. Explains R'
Shimshon Pinkus ZT'"L, when a person comes
before Hashem with an urgent request, he may use
the phrase "Ny ywn” - "Save, please.” When one
feels the need to thank Hashem, he employs the
word, "NP-Y5N” - "Praise G-d.” But when a person
has no words with which to express his innermost

feelings of awe, gratitude, love and holiness towards
the Ribono Shel Olam, there is only one way for
him to truly make his feelings felt; it is then that he
bursts forth with song and dance.

On Simchos Torah, when a person grasps the
holy Torah in his loving embrace, there are no
words to be spoken. Whether subconsciously or
through a deep-rooted feeling of spirituality, his
only recourse is to sing and dance. This is the
mitzvah of Hakafos. It is possible, concludes R'
Shimshon, that when the Ariza"l sat down to write
the esoteric meanings of the Hakafos, he realized
that there truly are no words to be spoken. It can
only be expressed with joyous singing and dancing.
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Our goal on Simchas Hatorah is to strengthen our
resolve, so that as we begin the new cycle of Torah
reading, we do so with a zeal and fire of enthusiasm
that will last us through the entire year.

The way to achieve this, denotes the Gerrer
Rebbe, R' Yisroel Alter ZT'L (Beis Yisroel), is
through ©yn NWYTP - sanctifying our eyes. When
we are careful at what we look at and make proper
use of the wonderful gift of sight, we begin to
recognize XNan M1 - greatness of the Creator,
and the myriad wonders of the world. It is then, that
we can come to a superior level of /n nay.

This lesson is hinted to in the concluding words
of the Torah: "nwn NWY IWN NN NN DD -
When Moshe Rabbeinu instilled a great Fear of
Heaven, in the people, how did he do it? 55 »»yo»
198w - Through guarding the eyes of Bnei Yisroel,
ensuring what they saw. And what was
that?7NIND NINY DNIVYN NN DPON NI2 MYNILY -
The recognition that all the wonders of this world,
come about through the Hand of Hashem.
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The seven days of Chag HaSukkos - mymnnw ot - were terribly difficult for the saintly
Klausenberger Rebbe, R' Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam ZT'"L, during the years that he spent under
inhuman conditions at the Muldorf Labor Camp. Aside from the rigors of daily life in a Nazi
Concentration Camp, the Rebbe had no Sukkah, no Arbah Minim, and no ushpizin. This lack of holiday
mitzvos caused him added pain and distress. Yet, although the Rebbe was a prisoner of the hated Nazis
Y"M, he decided that no one would take away his Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres, the special day when
Hashem communes exclusively with the Jewish People, and he had no intention of forgoing his
celebration. The camp doctor, Dr. Greenbaum, a Jew by birth, had agreed to issue the Rebbe an
exemption from work because he required extra rest and the Rebbe was fortunate to be able to spend the
whole Yom Tov of Sukkos in the infirmary. He planned to do the same for Shemini Atzeres, as well.

On Hoshanah Rabba, Moshe Eliezer Einhorn, who had obtained the Rebbe’s medical exemption for
him, was informed privately that on the following day the Oberfuehrer, the senior commander, was
coming to conduct a special inspection and selection. Together with him would be a certain Dr. Plukan, a
very evil woman who was known for her practice of immediately separating out the weak and sick and
sending them to the crematoria in Dachau. It was imperative for anyone who wanted to remain alive to
show up for work and prove that he was strong and capable of working. Woe to anyone who was missing
at roll call! Moshe Eliezer hurried to Dr. Greenbaum and asked him to add the Rebbe to the list of those
assigned to work for the next day. The doctor was surprised by the sudden request, since he was prepared
to do the opposite, but Moshe Eliezer insisted. Although he could not explain why, the Rebbe could not
be excused from work the following day.

The Rebbe, however, was understandably upset. Since he did not know why he had been reassigned to
a work detail, he could not imagine forfeiting his Yom Tov solitude and decided not to report to work on
Shemini Atzeres. He remained in the barracks and davened to Hashem in the spirit of the day.

When the prisoners were inspected and counted, it became clear that a prisoner was missing.
Immediately guards were sent to look for the missing prisoner. They found the Rebbe standing in his
barracks, deep in prayer, and dragged him to the prisoner lineup. There they proceeded to beat him
mercilessly in front of all the rest of the prisoners. When they finished, the Rebbe was so badly hurt that
he was barely breathing. He was taken to the infirmary for immediate medical attention.

The poor Jews who witnessed this scene went to work, certain that the Rebbe had not survived the
beating. When they came back at night, they were astonished to find the Rebbe not only alive, but back in
his own barracks. He was limping around a small stool, holding a few pages from a small torn Mishnayos
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