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A historian without any spiritual perception of Chazal would think
that "darkness" is the least apt characterization of the Syrian-Greek
domination. Greed, cruelty, oppression, impurity, yes - but darkness?

R' Moshe Chaim Luzzato ZT"L writes, a world without a creator, a
calendar without holiness, a body without restraint - these were the goals
of the Hellenist culture, a culture of grace and splendor covering over a
corrosive emptiness. Greece could have placed it's culture at the service
of Israel, using it to help provide a glorious dwelling place for the nyow.
Instead, it's splendor became darkness - a miscarriage of purpose.

Of all the periods described as exiles, only that of Greece took place
while Bnei Yisroel was still in their land and the Beis Hamikdosh stood.
Thus in a sense it was the most damaging kind of exile, for it happened
when Bnei Yisroel's potential for greatness was at it's highest, when it
could have illuminated the world, especially since the vaults of Y& n7n
195ya - Oral Torah, had been opened wide. Over this splendor,
Antiochus cast his impure pall. This was pure darkness!
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R' Nachman of Breslov ZT"L would say:
"One must rejoice in the performance of a Mitzvah until he desires
nothing more than the opportunity to perform another Mitzvah."

R' Avraham Twerski Shlit"a would say:
"There is something so unique that it has never existed in the past and
will never be here again: Today. Seize the day!"

The Lubavitcher Rebbe ZT"L would say:
"People become so used to the dark - that they think it is actually

‘ \ light. On Chanukah we see what true "light" really is."
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his father saw that the promised hour had passed and his son had not yet
returned, he became upset and convinced that the child had acted against
his wishes and was no doubt playing cards with all the little emptyheads
in town. When morning came, Yisroel returned home and lay down to
sleep. His father, however, decided to administer discipline in the only
way he knew - and he beat him soundly.

Recalling this incident, the Kozhnitzer Maggid commented that had he
told his father at the time, that he had studied all throughout the night, he
surely would have believed him, for his father knew that he never lied.
But he thought it would be sinful to spare himself a beating by making
use of the honor of Torah. Even at such a tender age, young Yisroel was
careful to shy away from any honor shown to him and therefore, he had
chosen to be beaten and bruised in silence, rather than to take credit in the
name of the Torah.

TORAH GEMS
(N~-N) 799) DY BNV XN 2112 IHNIYN 909 NN DPYNH HY 907 N

The commentators point out, even though we can say in general that
Yosef was one who totally trusted in Hashem, nevertheless, in this one
instance he failed and instead, trusted in the wine steward. Rashi says
that he earned two more years in prison for this slip up. Why then does
the Medrash choose this episode to laud Yosef for his great level of trust

in Hashem? Furthermore, why does it say that he “did not remember”’
Yosef, then go on redundantly to state that he “forgot” him?

The answer is said in the name of holy Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L. Yosef
requested Pharoah’s butler to remember him to Pharoah. Perhaps hg could
repay the favor of Yosef’s favorable dream interpretations, and arrange
his release from prison. But no sooner had he asked the butler to
remember him, than he regretted his sudden lapse of trust in Hashem. So
he began to pray to Hashem that He should cause the butler to forget the
request. And indeed he “did not remember” Yosef. He “forgot him”’; just
as Yosef had requested of Hashem. It wasn’t until later D>1W \pn >Pow
nBYN NYI9 O - It was two years later and Pharoah had a dream, that
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When he was still quite a young child, the famed Kozhnitzer
Maggid, R' Yisroel of Kozhnitz ZT"L, would remain in the Beis
Medrash late at night, after all had left, to continue learning alone. When
Chanukah came around, his father refused him permission to go to the
Beis Medrash at night for fear lest he join the other boys in the pastime
of card-playing, which is customary on Chanukah in various places. The
child would have wanted to study instead at home, but his father was a
poverty-stricken bookbinder and the house boasted neither candles nor
books. Young Yisroel, therefore, promised his father that he would buy a
candle of the size that cost no more than three copper coins, and would
study in the Beis Medrash by it's light until it went out. He would then
come home at once, and his father could thus rest assured that he had not
stayed on to play cards. The father agreed, and the boy went off to the
Beis Medrash to study.

But the angels in Heaven found such pleasure in the young boy's
studies that a miracle was performed for him, just like the miracle of

Hashem was ready for Yosef to come out of prison!

Chanukah: the little candle burned on and on throughout the night. When
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