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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"0919 405 NN mom” - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (77)
Torah Study vs. Other Obligations: Tefillah. Previously, we
had quoted the Gemara (1) which dictates that if someone who
is not learning Torah is available to do an obligatory mitzvah,
like hachnosas orchim, one should not interrupt his learning to
do it, however, if no one else is available to do the mitzvah, then
one must interrupt his learning and do the mitzvah himself.
Accordingly, since one is obligated to daven Shacharis,
Mincha and Maariv - plus Mussaf and Neila on other special
days and occasions - one must interrupt his 7orah learming in
order to daven. Even though the obligation of these Tefillah
zmanim (times) is only Rabbinical, whereas learning Torah is a
Torah-based mitzvah (D’oraysa), one must still stop his
learning in order to fulfill all Rabbinical mitzvos.

Torah vs. Tefilla B’tzibbur. Praying with a minyan (Tefillah
B’tzibbur) is not just a meritorious act or a form of advice to aid
one’s tefillos in being accepted in Heaven. It is a real bonafide
obligation. This can be proven from the words of the Talmud )
and Halacha 3) where it talks about a person who is walking on
a highway during the late afternoon and would want to stop his
journey for the day. Nevertheless, this person must still travel
up to four mil (approximately three miles) in order to daven
with a minyan of ten men. Based on this proof, R’ Moshe
Feinstein z’’1 rules @ that a Talmid Chacham must make every
effort to daven with a minyan and is not permitted to stay up

R'DOW ToOWPT TINI V' ID NIRD
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stay up, i.e. all nighters, to learn extra, with little concern for
Shacharis with a minyan the next morning.) R* Moshe explains
that a person is mechuyav (obligated) to do whatever he can to
assure that his zefillah will be accepted and a large part of that is
Tefillah B’tzibbur, davening with a minyan.
Words of the Rosh. In his Teshuvos 5, Rabbeinu Asher
writes that a Talmid Chacham must daven with a minyan even
if he would rather learn Torah, for the following reasons:
1) Torah does not push away the obligation of Tefillah B’tzibbur.
2) Since we do take off time from learning for other matters,
then certainly we must do so to serve Hashem with Tefillah.
3) If Talmidei Chachamim do not come to daven with a
minyan because they are too busy learning, the rest of the
congregation will learn from them not to show up as well.
Human nature is such that they will not judge these Torah
scholars favorably and assume they missed because of their
learning. Rather, they will derive from their lack of
participation that Tefillah B’tzibbur is just not that important
and the shul minyanim will cease.
Missing a Chavrusa or Shiur. In Sefer Halichos Shlomo (),
R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z¢” is quoted as ruling that if a
circumstance arose and one will miss a chavrusa (study partner)
or he will be unable to listen to or deliver a shiur if he davens
with minyan, in that specific situation he is allowed to daven
without a minyan ("mPm). A Talmid Chacham may make a
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late learning Torah if it will cause him to miss Tefillah small minyan in the place where he learns most of the day in
B’tzibbur the following morning. (Note: This is important for order to save himself time, and need not worry about the rule of

many yeshivah bochurim who sometimes push themselves to  "79n 1770 Oy 2112" since he is still davening with a minyan.
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R’ Mordechai Shulman z¢”’I (quoted in “The Legacy of Slabodka’’) would say: " ' '
“NIP MY 0950 0159 190n N’ - Every star has a unique role to play, a distinctive job that makes it
indispensable for the continued existence of the universe. Man is compared to a star in that he, too, has his unique
function. The further away man is from his true self (like stars whose light is often invisible), the more irrelevant and
unimportant he appears. The closer he comes to discovering his inner being, the more he searches to discover his
unique ‘name’ in Creation, the more he will find that his soul does not shine like a tiny star, but possesses a great
light, and that he has been given a crucial spiritual function that cannot be fulfilled by anyone else.”

R’ Shlomo Hakohen Rabinowitz (Tiferes Shlomo) would say:

“The greatness of Chag HaShavuos and Matan Torah is amplified even more than all the other NSRS

. e ) ohnn BE Aew
holidays. On each Yom Tov, Hashem gave us specific mitzvos like Matza, Lulav, Esrog, Shofar, etc. |y myymr grmaR
for every Jew to perform, and we recite a blessing on each mitzvah which specifically pertains to it -| 210 ,"3 930

‘Al netilas Lulav,” ‘Al achilas Matza,” etc. No two mitzvos are the same and the time for one is totally 8@ ,3;?1;%\9 oD
different than the other. However, on Shavuos, the Yom Tov of Kabbolas HaTorah, each and every O3 INE"
mitzvah is included in it. If it is commanded in the Torah, then it automatically retains a connection to
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Shavuos, the holiday of the Torah. o ©»n PN ... those who partake of it will see life.” NI 2N WY
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A Wise Man would say: “Life is like photography: use the negatives to develop.”
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film. By her side was a small nylon suitcase. The apartment looked as if no one had lived in it for years. All the furniture
was covered with sheets. There were no clocks on the walls, no knick-knacks or utensils on the counters. In the corner
was a cardboard box filled with photos and glassware. “Would you carry my bag out to the car?” she asked.

I took the suitcase to the cab, and she walked slowly toward the curb. She kept thanking me for my kindness. “It’s
nothing,” I told her. “I just try to treat my passengers the way I would want my mother treated.”

“Oh, you’re such a good boy,” she said. When we got in the cab, she gave me an address and then asked, “Could you
drive through downtown?” An unusual request. “It’s not the shortest way,” I answered quickly.

“Oh, I don’t mind,” she said, pausing as her voice caught. “I’'m in no hurry. I'm on my way to a hospice.”

I'looked in the rearview mirror. Her eyes were glistening. “I don’t have any family left,” she continued. “The doctor says
I don’t have very long.” I quietly reached over and shut off the meter. “What route would you like me to take?” I asked.

For the next two hours, we drove through the city. She showed me the building where she had once worked as an
elevator operator. We drove through the neighborhood where she and her husband had lived when they were newlyweds.
She had me pull up in front of a furniture warehouse that had once been a ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl.
Sometimes she’d ask me to slow in front of a particular building or corner and would sit staring into the darkness, saying
nothing. As the first hint of sun was creasing the horizon, she suddenly said, “I’'m tired. Let’s go now.”

We drove in silence to the address she had given me. It was a low building, like a small convalescent home, with a
driveway that passed under a portico. Two orderlies came out to the cab as soon as we pulled up. They were attentive,
watching her every move. They must have been expecting her. I opened the trunk and took the small suitcase to the door.
The woman was already seated in a wheelchair.

“How much do I owe you?” she asked, reaching into her purse. “Nothing,” I said.

“You have to make a living,” she answered. “Don’t worry. There are other passengers,”
“You gave an old woman her last moment of joy,” she said. “Thank you, dear.”

I walked out into the dim morning light. Behind me, a door shut. It was the sound of the closing of a life.

I didn’t pick up any more passengers that shift. I drove aimlessly, lost in thought. For the rest of that day, I could
hardly talk. What if that woman had gotten an angry driver, or one who was impatient to end his shift? What if I had
refused to take the run, or had honked once, then driven away? On a quick review, I don’t think that I have done very
many more important things in my life. We’re conditioned to think that our lives revolve around great moments. But

I responded.

great moments often catch us unaware - beautifully wrapped in what others may consider small ones.

EDITORIAL AND lNSl(rH'I‘S 01\‘
THE MIDDAH OF ....
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The Jewish encampment in the desert was a glorious
sight. The Shelah HaKadosh writes that, “Every man
according to his flag,” means that there were four divisions
among the Jewish people. Every individual belonged to a
specific group which was represented by a flag. Each group
had it’s own customs and each added a special flavor to the
beauty of Klal Yisroel. How was this possible? Why did this
disparity not cause anger and dissension among the Jews?
The Shevet Sofer explains that in this case, the end
justified the means! Every person was "7y 5N> 210",
surrounding the Shechina. This was their focus, to do the
will of Hashem. Even if they were divided in customs, they
were united in goal! When people realize that we are all
working together for one purpose, it is easy to get along. I
don’t see you as an enemy - I see you as an ally. You are
helping me achieve my goal which is your goal too! When
people don’t get along because their style in serving
Hashem is different than another’s, you know that it is not
about serving Hashem - it’s about serving themselves.
R’ Shimshon Pinkus z¢£”’l used to say, if you are playing
baseball and someone else on your team hits a home run,

Uil

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
are you jealous or angry at him that he stole your honor? Of
course not, you high-five him and say “good shot” - because
he is on YOUR team! Jewish people need to remember that
we are all on the same team! Our collective goal is to bring
Kiddush Hashem into this world. If an Ashkenzi is angry or
jealous of a Sephardi or vice versa because his way of
serving Hashem is “different” than it is a clear indication that
he is NOT there for Hashem'’s honor, but only for his own!

Chazal (N2 7myn) tell us that in future times Hashem will
make a circle of tzaddikim, and He will sit in the middle of
them all in Gan Eden. Everyone will point with their finger
and say, “This is Hashem Who we hoped for, we will rejoice
in His salvation.” R’ Akiva Eiger zt”’l explains that in the
next world it will be clear how every fzaddik who truly
served Hashem with his own background and customs will
be part of His inner circle where everyone is equidistant to
Hashem. This is because Hashem loves anyone from all
walks of life, if they sincerely walk in the way of Hashem.

This is our message before Shavuous. Just as the Jewish
people received the Torah in the merit of their unity, let us,
too ACCEPT all Jews, no matter how different they are as
a prerequisite to a true ACCEPTANCE of the Torah.
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Rashi explains: “They brought the records of their
pedigrees and witnesses of their birth claims, so that each
one should trace his genealogy to a tribe.” Chazal say that
the nations of the world were jealous of Bnei Yisroel that
Hashem favored them by counting them and having them
camp with distinct flags. Hashem said to them, bring me
records of your genealogy, which will testify that none of
you even know from which slave you stem from, so
diluted is your genealogy. The modesty and sanctity of the

see JEYNN YN 112

Jewish people are praised, since they guarded themselves
from immorality, unlike the nations of the world who could
not prove their lineage.

Chacham Rabbi David Chanania Pinto shlit’a notes
that this parsha is read at the beginning of the summer
season, in which there is a greater need for modesty and
guarding one’s eyes. We need to be extra careful not to
stumble in seeing immoral sights in the streets today. Only
by guarding our eyes, can we hope to refrain from
transgression and preserve our families pure lineage.
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The very fact that the Torah expands on the subject of
Bnei Yisroel’s lineage for a very many posukim, indicates
Hashem’s love for His Nation and appreciation of them
due to their modesty and moral way of life in guarding
their pure lineage. This testifies to the purity and holiness
of the Jewish people. Family purity is the foundation of
our people and the basis for the Torah way of life. This is
why the Torah expands on the topic of lineage and this is
why we merit special closeness to Hashem.

(N-3) *3°D T2 AR DN 7927 0 Y PN Ao O
Rashi explains this posuk based on the Gemara
Sanhedrin 19b. 1t states: “These are the descendants of
Moshe and Aharon,” yet only the sons of Aharon are
mentioned. However, they are considered descendants of
Moshe as well, because he taught them Torah. This
teaches us that whoever teaches Torah to the son of his
friend, the Torah regards it as if he had begotten him.

The Shelah Hakadosh adds as follows: “It is not only
‘as if” he begot him and not actually fathering him, since, on
the contrary, he truly ‘begot’ him himself. This is because a
father and mother provide a child with his body, while his
Rebbi bestows him with his soul. Thus, blessed is he who
does so and learns and teaches his fellow’s son Torah free
of charge, since then his reward is double from Heaven.

When the Chief Rabbi of Petach Tikvah, R’ Reuven
Katz z¢”’l, established the regional Beis Din in his city, he
sought a suitable candidate for the position of Dayan
(judge) from the Sephardic community, so as to integrate
all elements of the community into the judicial process. He
searched and inquired, and finally he chose his candidate:
the Chacham, R’ Yehudah Tzadkah z¢’l.

R’ Katz reached out to the Chacham and offered him
the position. He suggested that he come to Petach Tivkah
to help decide a few cases that they were dealing with
between members of the community.

The job was most respectable and tempting, and it also
entailed a substantial salary. However, Chacham Tzadkah
replied with absolute decisiveness, turning down the
position almost immediately. He explained that he did not
intend to leave his job of teaching in the Porat Yosef
yeshivah, because he felt that this was his mission in life.

R’ Reuven Katz did not relent. He inquired what his
salary was from the yeshivah, and he offered him a fivefold
raise! He stressed that with such comfortable conditions he
would be able to continue studying Torah in the future with
peace of mind. However, R’ Yehudah was not convinced
by this argument at all, and was determined to remain in
Porat Yosef. The ideal of establishing generations of
Torah scholars, who would continue the chain of Torah
appealed to him the most. “Engaging young students in
Torah is dearer to me than anything else,” he declared.

(3-2° M) ... I A o B !

Chag HaShavuos falls out on the sixth day of Sivan. In
the Medrash, the second day of Sivan is termed “Yom
HaMeyuchas” - the “Day With a Pedigree.” The day
preceding the second of Sivan is Rosh Chodesh while the
following day is the first of the three days of preparation
kept by the Jewish people before they received the Torah
(NS>0 »» nwHY). Since both the first and third days of
Sivan are significant days, the second of Sivan acquires
importance as well. It is recognized as a day which is
surrounded by important days; it has a lineage, a pedigree.
But this is difficult to comprehend. The fact that Yom
HaMeyuchas is surrounded by significant days should not
be a sufficient basis to declare it a holiday. After all, it has
no significance in and of itself. Moreover, the name Yom
HaMeyuchas would seem to magnify the day’s lack of
importance, by indicating that its lone claim to fame is that
it follows and precedes important days.

In fact, however, there is a profound lesson in the naming
of the second of Sivan. The Sages are teaching us that one’s
environment is important, because it has a great impact upon
him. If one places himself in positive surroundings, where
Torah values are stressed and appreciated, then he has taken
a positive step, since he will be affected favorably. This step
merits recognition even before the effect of the environment
has actually been felt. The opposite is true if one relocates
in a poor environment where Torah values are not valued.
The influence and effects of the culture surrounding him
can only drag him down and make him a lesser person.

Thus, the second of Sivan, with its name denoting its
position on the calendar, is not at all denigrated by the title
Yom HaMeyuchas. On the contrary, the term is meant to be
laudatory; because the second of Sivan is placed within a
positive environment, it is praiseworthy. In fact, it is more
than praiseworthy; it is one of the stepping stones leading
us up to the holiday of Shavuos. For on that great day
thousands of years ago, the entire Nation stood at the foot
of Har Sinai - “Like one man with one heart.” The unity of
the people was palpable. True unity is achieved when
every Jew is dedicated to the pursuit of Hashem’s will and
when that occurs, the quintessential “good environment”
exists. Wherever he turns in an environment of this nature, a
Jew will find other like-minded Jews who are moral,
principled, scholarly and educated. Thus, Yom HaMeyuchas
symbolizes the necessity of striving for the ultimate “good
environment” - the unbreached unity of the Jewish people.
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The “Bais Yaakov” (House of Yaakov) refers to the
women. The “Bnei Yisroel” (Sons of Israel) refer to the
men. (Rashi) Moshe Rabbeinu is instructed to speak to the
women before the men. The women were first offered the
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California had a scheduled stopover in Pittsburgh and she was pressed for time. Her son David was leaving for
sleep-away camp the following Sunday. It would be the first time they would be separated for an extended period, and
she was anxious to get home and spend time with him.

Thursday, June 12, 1986 was also erev Shavuos, the two day holiday that went into Shabbos, celebrating the Jewish
Nation’s acceptance of the Torah on Mount Sinai. Marilyn was not the most observant individual but she knew about the
holiday and she wished to be home before it started. Unfortunately, her flight to Pittsburgh was delayed, and she missed
her connecting flight to Los Angeles. Now she would be stuck in Pittsburgh for the holiday. She didn’t know anyone in
Pittsburgh, and she was worried about her son. She called relatives in L.A. who assured her that they would take care of
him. They advised her to find a rabbi in Pittsburgh and ask for help.

She had no way of locating a rabbi in the airport, but then she remembered reading Rabbi Twerski’s book jacket,
which said that he had a rehab center in Pittsburgh. She assumed he lived in th city as well. She quickly took a cab to
Gateway Rehabilitation Center only to find that it was closing, and the Rabbi had already left. She explained her situation
to someone there, and they called Rabbi Twerski’s son. He found her accommodations near his father’s home and invited
her to join him at the Rabbi’s house for the meals.

She was so distressed that she was stuck in a foreign place without her son, but she knew she had to bear, grin and
make the best of it. There were many guests at Rabbi Twerski’s house that night. Marilyn relaxed and actually enjoyed
herself. She spoke to many of the other guests and they all shared many of their life experiences. After hearing her life
story, and how she was single but eager to get married, someone there suggested a possible match. The man, whose name
was Steven, happened to be eating by Rabbi Twerski that night as well.

Marilyn was introduced to Steven and they had a few conversations over the holiday. They enjoyed each other’s
company felt comfortable with each other. That Sunday, she flew back to L.A., and a short time later, Steven flew out to
continue the dating process, and with wondrous hashgacha pratis, in just five weeks the two were engaged.

After they were married, they settled in Pittsburgh and had four beautiful children. Marilyn couldn’t be happier. She
found a husband when she least expected it, and her life changed for the better.

It wasn’t until a while after they were married that she learned ... the rest of the story. The young man, who had been
sitting at Rabbi Twerski’s table and originally suggested that he publish a book of stories, and was vitally helpful in its
publication, was none other than Steven himself! His words and actions turned out to be the vehicle used on High to
bring his own wife to him! Hashem works in mysterious ways. He has an abundance of salvation, and He could help
everyone when least expected in the blink of an eye.
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The Book of Ruth details how Naomi longed to return to a land she knew well, but not really to find the happiness
that had been tragically wrenched from her on the foreign soil of Moav. Her memories were rich, but she expected very
little positive ahead. Entering the sunset of her years, she was drawn back to Israel to be reconciled with her past, and to
die a peaceful death in the familiar embrace of her homeland. She walked heavily with her two daughters-in-law and
encouraged them to leave her, to go on with their lives elsewhere. At first they both refused, but in the end, Orpah did
leave while Ruth remained steadfastly by her side. Her reward was not long in coming. She later married Boaz, one of
the leaders of the Jewish people and bore a child. Naomi doted on her grandson Oved, to the extent that people would
say, “A son has been born to Naomi.” In the twilight of her life, she was blessed with one final measure of happiness.

The following touching story was retold by a veteran cabdriver who experienced it firsthand.

I drove a cab for a living. It was a “cowboy’s life,” a life for someone who wanted no boss. What I didn’t realize was
that it was also a ministry. Because I drove the night shift, my cab became a moving pulpit. Passengers climbed in, sat
behind me in total anonymity, and told me about their lives. I encountered people whose lives amazed me, made me
laugh and weep. But none touched me more than a woman I picked up late one August night.

I responded to a call in a quiet part of town. I assumed I was being sent to pick up some partyers, or a worker heading to
an early shift at some factory in the industrial part of town. When I arrived at 2:30 a.m., the building was dark except for a
single light on a ground floor window. Under these circumstances, many drivers would just honk once or twice, wait a
minute, then drive away. But [ had seen too many poor people who depended on taxis as their only means of transportation.
Unless a situation smelled of danger, I always went to the door. This passenger might be someone who needed my
assistance, I reasoned to myself. So I walked to the door and knocked. “Just a minute,” answered a frail, elderly voice.

I could hear something being dragged across the floor. After a long pause, the door opened. A small woman in her 80’s
stood before me. She was wearing a print dress and a pillbox hat with a veil pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940’s
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Hidden away in caves and crannies, in the thickets of the forests around Buczacz, Poland, a number of Jewish
refugees had escaped the Nazi onslaught with little more than the clothes on their backs and the constant worry of how to
survive another day. The days were spent searching for food to keep themselves alive. Any money they had with them
went to gentiles who delivered bread to them. The hidden Jews divided up whatever bread arrived equally among them
all. Their overwhelming fear of discovery led to arguments among the Jews, each refusing to divide the bread next to his
hiding place for fear that someone might see and inform on them. putting them all in great danger. Often anti-Semitic
gentiles turned in a Jew in hiding to the Germans. They received five hundred rubles for each Jew.

In this heartwrenching place, R’ Shlomo Zalman Horowitz z¢”’l, the Rav of Potek, stood revealed in all his strength
and courage. He declared that he was not in the least afraid to have the bread division at his hiding place. On the
contrary, he said, the merit of this mitzvah would protect him and all those hiding with him - which is exactly what
happened. Many hideouts were discovered by the enemy and their occupants were murdered, but through Heaven’s
mercy the Potekar Rav’s hide-out was never discovered.

Winter in the forest was cold and miserable and many people perished or fled of their own volition. By late spring, R’
Shlomo Zalman surveyed who was left and was determined to survive. On the first night of Shavuos 5703 (1943), the
forest refugees prayed the Yom Tov tefillos and then sat down to a meager holiday meal. No more were there luscious
challos, sumptuous fish, hot nourishing soup and the inviting aroma of the chicken. They had very little out there in the
forest and were prepared to make do as best as they could.

R’ Shlomo Zalman made Kiddush slowly and with great concentration, and then recited the blessing “Shehecheyanu.”
The words reverberated among the forest trees that Shavuos night. Somehow the Rav had found a little wine for Kiddush,
putting his life on the line for one more mirtzvah. After Kiddush, one man could not contain himself. “Rabbi, how, in such a
dismal time, can one lie and thank G-d for ‘bringing us to this time’? What is so great about ‘this time’?”

The Rav took the question seriously, and his enlightening answer spanned three-quarters of an hour while all of the
forest refugees sat and listened. He started from the beginning detailing all the suffering they had seen since the war
began. He pointed out, one by one, all the instances of Divine providence that was evident every step of the way. Every
time they thought they were doomed, a miracle occurred and they continued to live! Providence, he explained, had
shown itself so clearly that his own faith had grown stronger - not weaker - because of the persecutions.

R’ Shlomo Zalman looked around at the faces of the huddled mass and exclaimed, “For this I give thanks to Hashem!
He has brought us to this time, when I am able to see that my Emunah, my faith has not been damaged at all, that it is
actually growing! That is something worthy of saying a blessing over!” (Shema Yisroel by the Kaliver Rebbe shlit’a)
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Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski shiit’a is the Founder and Medical Director Emeritus of Gateway Rehabilitation
Center, a drug and alcohol treatment system in western Pennsylvania, cited nationally as one of the 12 best drug and
alcohol treatment centers by Forces magazine. He has authored sixty books on various topics ranging from Chassidic
thought, Jewish practice, chemical dependency, addiction and other topics such as stress, self-esteem and spirituality. In
addition, he has traveled the world as a spokesperson for recovery on behalf of the millions who have achieved it and
with goals that inspire, encourage and challenge those still finding their way.

On Shabbos, he usually has many guests at his home in Pittsburgh, PA, and he typically mesmerizes them with
remarkable stories of Chassidic life and Rebbe, which he heard from his father and grandfather, while growing up in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. During one Shabbos meal, after he finished a story, one of his guests said, “Wow! That was an
amazing story. Why doesn’t the rabbi compile all of these stories into a book and share them with the public?” With the
young man’s assistance, Rabbi Twerski took his advice, and in 1986 he published his first book of those stories, entitled
“From Generation to Generation.”

The book was well received in many circles, reaching as far as Venice, California, where a woman named Marilyn, a
respected lecturer on sports nutrition, received a copy of Rabbi Twerski’s new book as a thank you gift for helping a
friend. Marilyn read the book and took many of the themes to heart. She was divorced in her thirties and trying to raise
her young son by herself. She had her share of difficulties in life but always tried to remain upbeat. Rabbi Twerski’s
book was a great boost for her.

In June 1986, she was returning home from a speaking engagement in New Jersey. Her Thursday afternoon flight to
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Torah and the men were second. The Maharsha in
Masechta Sota explains that since the transmission of
Torah from parent to child is primarily in the hands of the
women who educate and incubate Torah values in their
young offspring, they were offered the Torah first.

In Parshas Tazria, however, we find the opposite to be
true. We have an example of a mirzvah that pertains
wholly to women but is given only to men. It says: “Speak
to Bnei Yisroel saying, if a woman conceives and gives
birth to a son.” (Vayikra 12-2) R’ Yehonson Eibeshutz
zt”l questions why this parsha is directed to “Bnei
Yisroel” - the men - when surely the whole process of
giving birth, becoming famei, bringing a Korban and
purification applies to the women and should be
communicated to the Brnos Yisroel? He derives from this
that only men are commanded in the mitzvah of "am 3"
(having children) and not women (Yevamos 65b). How so?
Our Sages tell us (Niddah 31b) that during child labor, a
woman in distress may swear never to get herself into this
situation again and she plans on distancing herself from
her husband. For this oath, she must bring a Korban. From
this halacha we see that a woman is not included in the
mitzvah of Pru U’revu, for if she was, then her neder (oath)
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would have no legitimacy (she was never allowed to make
such an oath in the first place) and require no atonement
through her Korban. Hence at the beginning of Parshas
Tazria the Torah addresses “Bnei Yisroel” - the men who
are commanded in having children, whereas the details of
her Korban and purification are directed towards the new
mother. Why? Since she is not commanded in the mitzvah
of Pru U’revu, her inappropriate oath to never have
children does take affect, and for that she requires
atonement and spiritual rectification through the Korban.

It is quite a paradox. Jewish women are not obligated
in the mitzvah of having children but at the same time, they
are charged with the responsibility of raising the next
generation of Klal Yisroel. Perhaps we may suggest a
reconciliatory path by saying that our "nmp18 OV’ - our
righteous, devoted and nurturing Jewish mothers, whose
internal essence is finely tuned to the holiness that
emanates from the Divine, are truly the proper spiritual
torch bearers of the next generation. Thus, for them, no
obligation is really necessary. After all, they accepted the
Torah first at Har Sinai, an acceptance that incorporates the
sacred task of maintaining the sanctity and education of the
Jewish family. (Rabbi Yaakov Bennett, London)

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 428) states that
according to the Jewish calendar, most years Parshas
Badmidbar will be read on the Shabbos before Shavuos.
This is based on the Gemara in Megilla (X9) which tells us
that Ezra HaSofer decreed that the Tochacha (harsh
criticism) of Chumash Vayikrah, which is found in
Bechukosai, should be read before the Yom Tov of Shavuos
while the Tochacha in Chumash Devarim (Parshas Ki
Savo) should be read before Rosh Hashana. This would
comply with the dictum of Chazal: .. nm>5p mw nS5on"
"IN MY ONN - “Let the year conclude along with its
curses and let us usher in a new year full of blessings.”

The Gemara continues: True, Rosh Hashana is the
beginning of the new year, but in what way is Chag
HaShavuos considered a new year? The Gemara explains
that Shavuos is the New Year for fruits of the tree m9)
(NN because the specific Divine judgment concerning
them takes place at this time. Therefore, in order not to head
into the joyous holiday of Shavuos on the heels of the harsh
curses of the Tochacha, our Sages decreed that Parshas
Badmidbar is to be read immediately before the holiday to
create a separation. In fact, the same idea is perpetrated
before Rosh Hashana, the actual Yom Hadin. When
Parshas Nitzavim, and in other years, Parshas Vayelech, is
read on the Shabbos before Rosh Hashana, this is done to
separate the Tochacha of Ki Savo from Rosh Hashana.

Parshas Badmidbar is uniquely suited to create this
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separation from the Tochacha because it begins with the
famous census that the Ribono shel Olam made to count
His precious Nation, Klal Yisroel. The point of this is to
demonstrate how much Hashem loves each and every Yid
and how He wishes to repeatedly count them. Otherwise,
one of lesser faith might question the extent of Hashem’s
love after reading the terrifying klalos of the Tochacha and
the punishment that will be cast upon the Jewish people if
they waver from the correct path of Torah.

My machshava here is that the root of the Tochacha
comes from the same source of Hashem’s love for Bnei
Yisroel. The klalos are not indiscriminate. The Ribono shel
Olam does not take pleasure in meting out punishment to
sinners. Rather, Hashem wants Klal Yisroel to be His
Chosen Nation, a light unto the world, a people upon whom
He can shower unlimited blessing. However, this is
dependent upon their total devotion to Him, to His Torah
and to His mitzvos. The Tochacha and it’s threat of punish-
ment, is actually an expression of the Aibeshter’s love for
His people, since it proves His desire to purify and elevate
Klal Yisroel by keeping them free of sin. When Parshas
Bamidbar acts as a barrier between the curses of the previous
year and the blessings of the New Year, it then becomes a
most fitting time for us to prepare for Shavuos. Through our
Kabbolas HaTorah, our “Naaseh V’Nishma,” remaining
awake all night and learning Torah, and our Achdus, may
Hashem finally bring us all "0w3>9379y" to Eretz Yisroel.




