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(æ-å) 'åëå êøãá êúëìáå êúéáá êúáùá íá úøáãå êéðáì íúððùå
    The Ba'al Shem Tov, R' Yisroel of Mezhibozh ZT"L, came to a Beis 

Hamedrash and stood by the door, but he wouldn't go inside. When asked 

why it was that he didn't want to enter the building, he answered that he 

was not able to enter because the place was so filled up with prayers and 

Torah learning. This caused even more wonder to the people standing 

there. They said to him, shouldn't the opposite be the case? In a house so 

holy as this that it is filled with Torah and prayers, it should be even more 

fitting to enter.  

     The Ba'al Shem Tov explained that it is not an advantage for a house 

of prayer to be filled with Torah and prayers. This happens only because 

the prayers and the learning of Torah that the people are learning and 

praying there, is not done with fear and love of G-d. Therefore they do not 

rise up to heaven, and they remain here below. So every corner of the 

room is filled with them, and there is no room to enter. However if those 

who were learning and praying would do so with fear and love of Hashem, 

as is proper, the prayers and Torah learning would rise up to heaven. None 

of them would remain below. Then the holy house would be empty and 

there would be room to enter. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

.....øîåà äéä àåä
R' Herschel of Annipoli ZT"L would say:     

     "The Jewish People are compared to snowflakes. Snowflakes are one of 

nature’s most fragile things, but just look at what they can do when they 

stick together."

A wise person once said:     

     "Every child has a gift; some just open their packages earlier than 

others."

The Lubavitcher Rebbe ZT"L would say:

     "If both a friend and an enemy give you advice, you can be sure that the 

enemy wishes to mislead you. When an idea comes into one's mind, one 

should ask himself, 'What is the source of this idea, the Yetzer Tov - good 

inclination, or the Yetzer Hora - evil inclination?' "                                     
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     "Of course not," the suddenly self-righteous group replied indignantly. 

"The rabbi knows we're not like that."

     R' Akiva Eiger took out a gemara. "Well, the way I understand it, I 

think you are like that. You see, the gemara states that on Friday night, 

two angels accompany each and every person on his way. Be that as it 

may, you are being accompanied by angels as you enter the theater, and I 

can assure you that they have no wish to be there. But more than that, 

while you may have taken care of yourselves - the admission fees having 

been paid from before - you are sneaking in angels into the theater 

without permission.You definitely never considered paying their 

admission fees! That is quite dishonest if you ask me. Bringing someone 

in without payment directly contravenes one of the foremost 

commandments, 'Thou shalt not steal'! How do you excuse yourselves for 

that?"
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TORAH GEMS
(äë-â) 'åëå ïãøéä øáòá øùà äáåèä õøàä úà äàøàå àð äøáòà

      The gemara (.ãé äèåñ) asks: "Why did Moshe want to enter Eretz 

Yisroel? Was he looking forward to eating the fruit of the Land?" The 

gemara asks rhetorically. The question is: What would have been wrong 

if Moshe had been looking forward to eating the fruit of the Land? After 

all, don't we say in the blessing which we recite after eating cake or 

drinking wine, "äéøôî ìëàðå äðéðáá åðçîùå äëåúì åðìòäå" - "And we will go 

up in it (the Land), and we will be happy in its rebuilding, and we will eat 

of its fruit"? Why does the gemara seem to suggest that it is a negative 

thing for Moshe to want to eat the fruit? 

     R' Akiva Yosef Schlesinger ZT"L answers that  there is some 

halachic controversy regarding the above language of the blessing. 

However, R' Yoel Sirkes, the Ba"ch, justifies the language on the basis 

that the holiness of the land which comes from Above flows to its fruits 

also, and by eating its fruits we are enjoying holiness and purity from 

Hashem Himself. Therefore, eating the fruits of Eretz Yisroel brings 

holiness to the soul and aids us in serving Hashem and improving our 

otherwise unworthy character. Moshe Rabbeinu, however, was on a level 

where such concerns were not relevant to him; he was as close to being a 

perfect human being as one can be. Thus, regarding Moshe, the gemara 

could rightly ask: Was he looking forward to eating the fruit of the Land? 
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 àìå .ïîéé÷ì áééç éðàå ,úåøáãä úøùò åðúéð éìéáùá øîåì êéøö ìàøùéî
 .(åøúé úùøô àèåæ àú÷éñô) ë"ò ,íéøçà é"ò íéé÷úúù äøåúì äéã øîàéù

 åì åðúéð àìù áåùçìå úåòèì íãàä ìåëé êéà ,íéäåîú íéøáãä äøåàëìå
 ,íéøçà é"ò åîéé÷úé úåøáãäù áåùçì ìàøùé ïáì øùôà íàä ?úåøáãä úøùò

?åãé ìò àìå
 ïéáäì ùéã ,÷÷åçî øàá 'ñá ì"öæ õè÷ éëãøî íééç ø"åîâä øéáñäå     

 ãçà ìëù øçàî ,åîöòá ãéçéä úáåçì äðååëä ïéàã .øçà ïôåàá íâ àú÷éñôä
 úåøáãäå úåöîäù à"àå ,ãçåéîá åì åøîàð úåøáãä úøùòäù ïéáî ãçàå

 ìò úìèåîä úåéøçàì òâåðá àåä äæá ïååëîä íìåà .ììë åéìà íéëééù íðéà
 éáåéç åîéé÷úéù äéãù , áåùçì íãàä ìåëé éë .øåáéöä éáåéçì òâåðá ãéçéä
 úøùòù äøåúä äøéäæä ,ïëì .ãåçì éîìåòá éç éðàå ,íéøçà éãé ìò øåáéöä

 äøåúä íéé÷úéù âåàãìå ìãúùäì áéåçî ãçà ìëå ,ãéçé ïåùìá åøîàð úåøáãä
 ìù åúåéøçà àåä øåáéöä éãé ìò äøåúä íåé÷ù ,àåä øáãä ãåñé .ììëä éãé ìò

ãçàå ãçà ìë
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 íéðáì ïîéñ....úåáà äùòî                     
(áé-ä) 'åëå åùã÷ì úáùä íåé úà øåîù

    In the town of Posen, there was a group of young people who had 

deviated from the proper Shabbos observance and would go to the theater 

on Friday evening. At first it was thought that this was an isolated incident 

but after this behavior kept up for many weeks in a row, the Rov, R' Akiva 

Eiger ZT"L, was notified. He called the group to his home and 

confronted them with this blatant Chilul Shabbos. However, they had the 

audacity to rationalize their aberrant behavior. "We are not in violation of 

any laws of Shabbos," they maintained, "because we arranged to pay our 

admission to the theater beforehand!" 

     The great Gaon was shocked at their response. He patiently attempted 

to impress upon them that at the very least, attending the theater and 

viewing such shows was not compatible with the spirit and sanctity of 

Shabbos. His words, though, fell on deaf ears and he was unable to figure 

out a way to dissuade them.

     Finally, R' Akiva Eiger suggested something new. "You have told me 

that you pay the admission fees before Shabbos, correct?" The group 

smugly nodded affirmatively. "Okay, well it is obvious that you are 

interested in avoiding open transgressions. You would certainly not do 

anything which was in clear violation of any of the Ten Commandments, 

would you?"   
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