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their child may be likened to the toil of a man who has found a pearl in a

v mud puddle and labors to clean and polish it. Just as this man cannot

.| know, until he has finished his task, whether what he has found is really a
| pearl or whether it will turn out to be just an ordinary piece of glass, so

| too, the parents cannot know in advance what their child will turn out to
be. They may find that their their work will be in vain and the child will
remain no better than a piece of glass, as it were.

However, while the man who polishes the pearl receives no reward for
his work unless what he has polished really turns out to be a pearl, the
Torah specifies that regardless of how the child will turn out, the parents
will be rewarded for the toil that they put into the education of the child,
because then they have performed their duty.

The Sefer Sha'ar Bas Rabbim explains this and concludes that we
are taught from here that the effort spent in educating even a small child
in the spirit of the Torah, is a precious jewel in its own right for which
one receives a reward even if it should not yield perfect results.
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: Rabbeinu Yonah lists twenty components of nwn, of which two are

absolutely essential: 9ayn Yy NN - Remorse and regret over past
misdeeds and PHYN 9y n9ap - Giving up sin in the Sfuture.

Sin consists of two parts: thought and deed. First the sinner

| contemplates his transgression and then he commits it. By regretting his
| transgressions, he repudiates his plans and negates his unpure thoughts.
. | By giving up sin, he demonstrates the reality of his resolution. Thus he
| has rectified both his thoughts of the past and his deeds of the future.
| Thirdly, there can be no n21wn without verbal confession. According
| to the Rambam the Torah's commandment to repent, mentions "7 -
. | confession, explicitly. Even though the msn only specifies repentence,
| he too, agrees that Y71 is an absolute essential component of N2wWN.
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not to do any Aveiros for at least three full days before Yom Kippur! The
reason is that the Gemarah tells us (37y-/X0 M>72) 7DVMY YN IV DIYW
- For sinners the Yetzer Horah himself judges them. Meaning to say, the
same Satan that caused the man to sin will be the one to sit in judgement
over him.

"However," continued the Rebbe, Reb Naftali with a warm smile, "It
would be safe to say that if a person will go out of his way to have
nothing to do with his Yetzer Horah for three full days straight before
Yom Kippur - his Yetzer Horah will then have a y7 - a ruling, like an
actual enemy who is not allowed to judge him! And if there will be no
one on the panel to antagonize and prosecute him, he will surely be non
to a N2 NN and a life of health and happiness....... “

TORAH GEMS
The word n2ywn contains in itself the formula needed to complete
honest repentence:
VSV = PPN D BY DN 090N - Be pure with Hashem your G-d.

YV =N TN 10 Y - ] see Hashem before me constantly.
7Y = 0 90 anN - You shall love your neighbor like yourself.
7727 =0yt 19991 991 - Know him on all your pathways.
7TV = PPYIR D oY N5 W80 - Be humble when with your G-d.
All these qualities are necessary to do real Teshuva and repent fully.
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Rashi tells us a tremendous insight: "The men came to learn, the
women came to listen and the little ones, for what reason did they come?

For no other purpose than to give reward to those who bring them."
The work and effort that a father and mother devote to the rearing of
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One of the greatest Chassidishe Rebbes in the past two hundred years
was the holy Tzaddik R' Naftali of Ropshitz ZT"L, who was well
known for his keen insight and perceptively sharp statements. He was
once quoted as saying: "It would be better for me to be associated with a
smart man in Gehenom, than to be stuck with a w»v - a foolish person in
Gan Eden!"

Reb Naftali was once giving his renowned "Shabbos Shuva" Drasha in
the Bais Medrash. He was silent for awhile and then turned to his
Chassidim and said, "It is obviously the custom of most people to beg
and request of the Ribono Shel Olam that he should judge them
mercifully and favorably. I have, therefore, a simple plan that just might
work if it is implemented properly. You see, the Mishnah tells us that a
NV - one's enemy, may not sit on a Bais Din to judge him (n-) y77M)0).
Now what constitutes an enemy? The Mishnah tells us this too: One who
hasn't spoken to another out of animosity for three days is considered an
enemy.

"Now the plan is like this: Each person should accept upon himself




