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. | The Medrash tells us that after Bnei Yisroel saw the splitting of the

. | sea and the Egyptians drowned, they worked to purify their hearts to
reach a towering level of Emunah and fear of Heaven. Only then, did
they merit the unique gift of NPV - singing Hashem's praises. The
question remains though, the miracles of Krias Yam Suf were an
astounding display of Hashem's mastery over natural forces, where even
the lowliest of maid-servants saw divine revelations. If so, why didn't the
- | Jews respond immediately and naturally with feelings of belief and fear
| of Hashem? Why did they even have to think about it?

: R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a provides an incredible insight: While
most fears occur naturally in the human psyche, fear of Hashem and
divine punishment do not come instinctively. Man can only acquire these
feelings by exerting effort and concentration on the sublime reward for
righteousness and the fearsome punishment for wrongdoing. Bnei Yisroel
would not have merited Hashem's Shechinah and the gift of Shirah had
they not worked on themselves to purify their hearts and acquire fear of
| Heaven. We too, must work to acquire these lofty traits and Middos.
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If one was walking in a public domain on Shabbos and discovered he
was carrying something in his hand or pocket, he should do as follows:
. If he discovered the item while actually walking (in motion), he
| should not stop walking, for he must avoid completing the Melachah in
.| the usual fashion. Rather he should continue on his way and attempt to

| set the item down in an unusual manner. If the item is in his hand, he
should not put it down gently, but rather drop it while walking. If it was
in his pocket, he should turn the pocket inside out and cause the item to
| fall out. If the item is valuable and may break if it falls, he should try to
1| hold it on the back of his hand and while walking, lean over and gently
set it down. If he discovered the 1item while standing still, L2 should not
but rather should drop the item i ]

| start walkin

." J
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remained in that place for Kol Nidrei, and Shacharis. The man did not
disappoint him as he continued to display an incredible amount of NN
DnV and humbleness, all the while crying and sobbing during davening.

However, R' Yonason's satisfaction at having found this humble man
was short-lived. During Krias Hatorah, the old man was called up to the
Torah for my»177. As he neared the Bimah, the man angrily uttered to the
Gabbai, "For that boor beforehand, you gave meowr, whereas for me, all
I'm worthy of is /»¥217? Am I not at least as Choshuv as him?"

R' Yonason, and the entire congregation, were stunned. Finally, R’
Yonason went over to the man and asked him, "I don't understand. How
could you say this after you just got through saying /»na »N 7oy»?"

"Who was I talking to?" asked the old man. "To the Ribono Shel Olam
I said these words, for as far as Hashem is concerned I am dust. But as far

as that simpleton is concerned, I am more Choshuv and to be respected!"
Said R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L, "Avrohom Avinu said 719N 79y YN
- I am but dust and ash - to who? To Hashem. But Moshe Rabbeinu said
"N Y - What are we - to who? To those who criticized Hashem and
were lesser than him. Such was the greatness of Moshe Rabbeinu!"
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The Gemarah in Megilla () teaches us that wherever the word "y -
And it was, is written, it implies sorrow and pain. What sorrow could
possibly have come about from Bnei Yisroel's exodus from Egypt?

The Tzaddik R' Tzadok Hakohen ZT"L explains that the purpose of
the ten plagues that Hashem brought upon the Egyptians was to instill and
develop in the hearts of Bnei Yisroel, a belief and deep desire for freedom
and emancipation, not just physically, but also spiritually from the
corruption and inicuity of Mitzrayim. Thev should vant to be rid of the
contamiination «0d 1dol-worship of Egypt of their own free will.

However, after all the Makkos and miracles that they saw, the Torah
tells us #DyN NN NYI9 N PN - And it was when Pharaoh sent out the
nation. Bnei Yisroel did not leave the iniquity of Egypt of their own free
will - rather Pharaoh forced them. This is the sorrow and tragedy!

| | exemplified purity, humbleness and a broken heart in his prayers. He

| monmm MM 9P »na s ey - Like dirt I am in life, so much more so

| when I die. R' Yonason was duly impressed with the pure and holy

| thoughts of this old man. "This man davens with a broken heart. He must
| be a true G-d fearing Jew!"
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Every Erev Yom Kippur, while the congregation would daven
Mirichah, it was the custom of R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"1 to
carefully observe and seek out which one of the people davening

wouid then stand next to that man during the davening, for inspiration, so
that his prayers should also be pure and accepted in Heaven.

One year, R' Yonason observed an elderly, simple man shaking with
emotion as he davened, crying uncontrollably with tears rolling down his
cheeks and onto his Machzor. R' Yonason edged closer to this man and
when he finished the Shemcnah Esrai, he heard him whisper te himself,

R' Yonason made it his business to daven next to this old man and he




