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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"85 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (150)
Teaching a Gentile Torah: A Prospective Ger. The Poskim
discuss the dilemma of a prospective convert learning and being
taught Torah. On one hand, he is a full gentile till the actual
conversion takes place with an issur of Torah study; on the other
hand it is very advantageous to start off learning with him earlier.
Opinion of the Maharsha. The Maharsha )in his explanation
of the famous story of Hillel and the ger, writes that if a gentile
wants to convert, there is no issur of teaching him Torah. The
Meforshim suggest different ways to understand this chiddush.
1. Once he has made a final commitment to convert he has made
a step towards Judaism and has a connection to Kehilas Yaakov,
and is not a full gentile anymore (2. Therefore, he is not included
in the issur of Torah being taught outside Kehilas Yaakov. 2.
Once he has committed, we know that he must be one of those
geirim whose neshamos were present at Matan Torah as stated
in the Gemara (3), and therefore there is no issur in studying
Torah, since he too, was at Har Sinai. 3. The issur of a gentile
learning Torah is because one is taking the Torah, which is
reserved for Yidden, to an unauthorized place. When the Torah
that is learned will become part of one who will soon become
Jewish, it is thus going to a proper place @).

Opposing Opinion. R’ Akiva Eiger z£l in Teshuvos (5) says
that the proof of the Maharsha could be refuted and the wording
of the story by Hillel might indicate that one cannot teach a
prospective ger Torah. Other Poskim do indeed argue on the
Maharsha and prohibit teaching him Torah ).

The Halacha. Most Poskim, including many contemporary
Rabbanim, rule like the Maharsha. This can be found in Igros
Moshe 7) and Shevat Halavi ). Others found that the Meiri,
hundreds of years earlier on Sanhedrin 58a, already wrote like
the Maharsha, and that is the minhag of Yidden. Also, many
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Poskim such as Pri Hasoda () say that even the ones who were
strict, only prohibited teaching side topics that are not relevant to
the convert, but things that he has to know now one must teach
him. For example, every ger must accept to do mitzvos as part of
his conversion. If he doesn’t know what it’s all about at least on
some basic level, his acceptance is meaningless. Additionally, as
soon as he converts he puts on Tefillin, makes berachos, davens,
keeps Shabbos, etc. If he doesn’t know the basic halachos he will
surely stumble and those who convert him have transgressed the
sin of “Lifnei iver lo sitein michshshol”! Some places even test
himto see ifhe’s fluent in alachos and before the actual conversion.
‘“Prospective’” Convert. The Shevat Halevi (10 writes that we can
only teach him when it is almost sure he will convert, not a maybe.
The prospective ger can do his own studying as soon as he has
made his own decision, even if he hasn’t convinced Rabbanim yet.
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Translated, this posuk in Tehillim means: ‘Hashem protects the
simple.” The Gemara [:> 3"y], when discussing the danger of leaving
uncovered liquids [y o], says that if someone plucked out the
stem of a grape or fig leaving a small hole on top, we need not be
concerned that a snake injected its venom into it, and one may even
eat these grapes or figs at night when sight is limited and the venom
would not be discemible. This is because we rely on "n ooxns mmw”.
Rav Elchanan Wasserman zt”l \op mamd onyww ] explains
that this should not be misunderstood as a blanket Heter for one to be
careless and not careful. We know that even for a m>v pav, we are
permitted to be maw Yonn and we don't say there’s no reason to worry
because of "n ooxna mw". Rav Elchanan explains that what this
posuk means is that if by being overly careful, it would restrict one’s
normal way of life, then one may conduct himself in a normal fashion

and not do anything out of the ordinary, and he may rely on onw.
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R’ Eliezer Dovid Gruenwald z¢”’ (Keren L’Dovid) would say:

P N2V (3) N> NS N¥PN NOW MY (2) XY Nw (1)
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“NNoao NS 7905 0N1AR XY - The Gemara (0p nav) states: “From a person’s eulogy, it can be discerned what kind

of person he was.”

Hashem brings about good things through good people. Thus, if a eulogy awakens the audience to

repent, then it clearly indicates that the deceased was a worthy person. Sarah Imeinu died when she heard about Akeidas
Yitzchok. This could be interpreted as spiritual weakness on her part and might lead one to think that she was not
spiritually complete. But, if that were the case, her eulogy would not have made an impact on listeners. Thus, when
Avraham came to eulogize her, and he saw that the listeners were moved, he recognized her greatness and cried for her.”

R’ Tzvi Hirsch of Riminov z¢#”’l would say:

“oonm Pysn NPNY - We ask Hashem to give the Jewish people wealth and sustenance and then we won’t sin. Rivka
covered herself with a veil (9yx) when she saw Yitzchok. The word 'pyy’ spells out 'N©)19 18 SNW> Y - Your
nation, Yisroel, needs sustenance.’ Hashem - if we are able to have this - '09nnY - our sins will be covered over!”

A Wise Man would say: “Be yourself. Respect yourself. Remember: You need YOU, more than you need THEM.”
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The Medrash (quoted by Rashl) tells us that when Yitzchok mamed R1vka he brought her into the tent of his mother
Sarah, “for as long as Sarah was alive, a candle burned from one Shabbos eve to the next, a blessing was found in the dough,
and a cloud was attached to the tent. When she died, these things ceased, and when Rivka arrived, they resumed.”

This is a story about a Holocaust survivor who endured the horrors of war while losing everything she held dear in her
life. Her family and friends were gone, and as she attempted to pick up the pieces of her broken life after liberation, her
faith and Jewish observance seemed to have gone along with them. Growing up in a religious household, lighting Shabbos
candles was a special part of her week, but now, with no faith to keep her going, she could not bring herself to do it. She
stopped observing Shabbos and did not light Shabbos candles.

With time, however, her attitude mellowed and she became inspired to review her decision against mitzvah observance.
With the help of caring individuals, she returned to the fold and resumed a religious lifestyle, as she had done in her teen
years. She became a shomeres Shabbos and looked forward to lighting Shabbos candles again.

However, she recalled from her youth a halacha she learned, that if a woman fails to light Shabbos candles for whatever
reason, she is required to light an extra candle the following Friday evening. She missed so many Shabbosos, she thought to
herself, tears streaming down her eyes, how can I just simply light two candles now? Based on simple calculations, she
reckoned she would need a hundred candles each week to make up for the time she missed. How will she be able to do that?

She conveyed her concerns to a confidant and that person said that he knows just the right person to consult. He arranged a
time for her to speak with R’ Yisroel Zev Gustman zt”’l, Rosh Yeshivah of Netzach Yisroel-Rameilles in Jerusalem, and
discuss the situation with him. He was a man who understood the plight of downtrodden individuals and always seemed to
have the right words of chizuk to say to them. The woman did as he said and called the yeshivah building. R> Gustman
happened to be talking to a few of his talmidim in the office when he received the call from this new Ba’alas Teshuva.

Between her tears, the woman described her plight and her recent rejuvenation with mitzvah observance. She wanted to
know what she should do with regard to lighting Shabbos candles. Is it true that she needs to light many candles to make up
for what she had missed? Without hesitation, R* Gustman responded with a gentle authority. He told her, “When you light
candles before Shabbos, be sure to put a penny aside for tzedaka each and every week.”

The woman was silent. Is that all, she inquired, and the Rosh Yeshivah assured her that all she needs to do is put aside a
penny a week - no more no less. Sounding relieved, the woman thanked the Rosh Yeshivah and hung up.

The talmidim present were quite surprised at their Rebbi’s response. They too were familiar with the halacha that if a
woman fails to light Shabbos candles, she is supposed to add a candle the following Shabbos. This woman missed many
Shabbos lightings, hence she should have to light many candles every Shabbos. Or at least something comparable.

They asked R* Gustman and he replied with the sensitivity of a true Gadol B’Yisroel. “1 received a tradition from my
Rebbi, HaGaon R’ Chaim Ozer (Grodzenski z¢”’l, Chief Rabbi and Av Beis Din of Vilna), that when it comes to all
matters of people seeking to do teshuvah, the rulings of a posek in this world is also accepted in the heavenly courts. Now,
as a dayan (judge) from the Beis Din in Vilna, I have the authority to issue a ruling that will hopefully inspire mercy in
heaven for this women.” The talmidim listened earnestly but they did not understand.

R’ Gustman continued. “This woman went through incomparable suffering and torture during the second world war. If I
tell her to light a hundred-plus candles every Friday night, I will be compounding the pain of her suffering with the guilt of her
past sins of not lighting Shabbos candles. How can I do that to this woman in pain? I want to alleviate her pain. I am certain

that the heavenlv court vg accept my ruling that she put a penny in the pushka before she lights and that will be sufficient.”
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Chazal teach that Avraham Avinu and Dovid Hamelech
had intertwining souls which is why the words (D2 N2 )
were chosen to describe both the end of Avraham’s life and
the life of Dovid Hamelech. Chazal explain that this
correlation teaches us that if one lives a life of righteousness
and chessed like Avraham Avinu and Dovid Hamelech, he
too will merit to live “a full life.” The question is, if Avraham
Avinu is considered the pillar of chessed and all that it stands
for, why does Chazal need to bring Dovid Hamelech as
another example of someone with these virtues?

R’ Shmuel Laniado z£”’l (Kli Yakar on Nach) answers

that there are many different levels of Chessed that one can
perform, and a person can achieve great strides in this
Middah on his own personal level too. Although it is true that
Avraham Avinu is the prime example of someone who
mastered the attribute of chessed, it is still easy for someone
to dismiss this and say that Avraham was living on a higher
plateau and his level of giving doesn’t apply to a common man.
The Kli Yakar elucidates that to debunk this mistaken
notion, Chazal explain that Dovid Hamelech who worked on
himself tirelessly, achieved great heights in this middah, and
just as he also became a role model in how to perform
chessed, each individual person - no matter his social or
financial standing - can be a role model for someone else.
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When Avraham Avinu came to Chevron to bury his beloved wife Sarah he spoke to Efron Hachiti to negotiate for the land.
Rashi tells us: Efron is spelled without a “vav” because he promised much but did not do even a little (he promised the cave
as a gift but took a great deal of money for it). I would be remiss not to mention a classic vort from my Zaida, Rav Chaim Yosef
Kofman z#”’l. The Gemara learns through a mw i that nwX »enTp could be effected using money ("yay nTwn NN NNpP"). He
asked, we have no better place to learn such a lofty ceremony like Kiddushin other than from Efron Hachiti, a bonafide crook?
He answered, that in this transaction, Avraham Avinu acquired the Me’aras Hamachpelah, a priceless purchase for all eternity,
while Efron pocketed a small fortune, 400 silver coins. They each walked away feeling that they just closed the deal of the
century! The same goes for marriage. Each side - the boy and the girl - should feel that they got a steal; a great catch!
Additionally, when it comes to in-laws, whether it’s a mother, daughter, or son-in-law, we have to be so careful with what we
say and how we say it. I have an aunt who always says, “My daughter-in-law - she’s just the best!” Compliment a person to
his/her in-laws. You can make or ruin a relationship. Make sure each side feels like they won the jackpot!

In conclusion, the posuk at the end of the parsha lists the names of the Bnei Ketura. Their names were "Nwn T, yown'".
I heard a pshat from one of the Brisker Rabbanim, who based it on a Targum Yonoson ben Uziel. He translates the three
names as follows: "N71210) XN XY - which means, listen, be quiet, carry. These are life lessons for our interpersonal
relationships. Sometimes, we just have to listen, hold our tongues, and not respond to an irate person’s tirade, and help them

with their emotional burdens as well. May

Hashem give us all the strength to excel in our bein adam [’chaveiro.
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Yom: The following story is quoted in Sefer Sichas Chulin
shel Talmidei Chachamim: Rebbitzen Sarah Rivka, the
wife of R’ Shabsi, Av Beis Din of Krasny, along with
Rebbitzen Dina, the wife of R’ Shaul, Av Beis Din of Hag,
were righteous and brilliant women who learned Torah and
even authored the fechina called “Imahos.” They were once
sitting at a wedding and conversing in Torah topics.

R’ Tzvi Hirsch, the Av Beis Din of Berlin, walked by and
was impressed with their Torah scholarship. With a smile, he
interjected and said, “It is the way of Torah scholars to say a
NOYHTAT XN (a joke) before learning (Shabbos 30b), so
maybe you can tell me something humorous?”

Rebbitzen Sarah Rivka wasn’t amused with the request and
responded, “With respect, the reason a joke is said prior to
learning is due to the Kedusha of Torah, because the Sages
were concerned maybe the Satan will come and take hold of

give the Satan his portion, and then the Torah can be learned
Lishma. However, women are not commanded to learn
Torah, therefore, the Satan won’t come to nourish from the
Kedusha of our learning! This is the meaning of the words
MnoNa NNNa 9 that are said in ‘Eishes Chayil’. It means
that an "»n NWN' is able to immediately begin saying Torah
(nnna m°9) without a need to first say a joke, and still NNy
MY Dy 70N - the Torah on her lips is Lishma!”

Yemy: The Medrash tells us that at the funeral of Sarah
Imeinu at the Cave of Machpela, Avraham Avinu composed
the words of “Eishes Chayil” to aptly describe the righteous
ways of his beloved wife. Sarah was not a simple housewife
and together with her husband, they worked all their lives to
convert and enlighten people to the ways of Hashem, the One
and Only True G-d in the world. It is reasonable to assume
that the “Toras Chessed” on her lips, were of a brilliant nature
and the numerous people who benefited from her wisdom
were better off because of it. The Nashim Tzidkaniyos of our

the purity and contaminate it. So a joke is said at the start, to _nation have learned a great deal from our Matriarch Sarah.
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The Medrash (-5 tells us that when Dovid Hamelech saw with Ruach I-)akodesh that in the future great rzaddikim
will come out from his offspring, he called himself 151" (king). When he saw wicked sinners in his future as well, he called

himself ™" - a poor person. R” Simcha Sheps z¢”I points out that Dovid Hamelech did not see himself as a king when he sat
upon his throne, or when he valiantly and victoriously fought milchemes Hashem. The only time that he referred to himself as
“king” was when he saw that in the future his children would follow in his ways and perform the will of Hashem.

This, explains R* Sheps, is the meaning of Eliezer’s remark that when he went to find a wife for Yitzchok, he took with
him "»y7TN 20 9" - all the goods of his master. What exactly did Eliezer take with him? Did he bring with him Avraham’s
entire fortune? All his sheep and cattle, gold and silver? That must have been quite cumbersome!

Actually, “kol tuv adonav” did not weigh anything at all! The “goods” of Avraham was the beautiful way of life that
Avraham Avinu exemplified. It was his essence, his purpose, his avodas Hashem that was placed into Eliezer’s hands. In
order to perpetuate the legacy of Avraham Avinu, Yitzchok, his children and grandchildren after him, would certainly need a
wife/mother figure that would instill in them the values of their exemplary Zaida Avraham.

So Eliezer took with him “kol tuv adonav” - the beautiful derech of Avraham, in order to match up a wife for Yitzchok
that would follow him in this lifestyle. May we all be zoche to merit the blessing at the end of the above-mentioned
Medrash, that the greatest pleasure of a person is the success of his children in Torah and yiras shamayim.




