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     Now that we are back into the regular schedule of the New
Year, it is proper to look back at the months of Elul and Tishrei

and remember (jot down) any inspirational thoughts or moments
that a person experienced. This, of course, includes
remembering resolutions and finding ways to apply them in every
day life. This, apart from being a portion of the Teshuvah

process, is also a help in not having an “after Yom Tov let-down”. 
    One good way to get off on the right foot is to be mechazek

oneself in the mitzvah of "oudr, sjtu tren ohba" - with Rashi,
in a timely manner, trying to understand the words as he recites
them, to persuade others to fulfill this mitzvah, etc. 
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''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    ddddyyyyrrrr    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    mmmmllllvvvvaaaa    iiiikkkk    jjjjttttyyyyiiii    eeeennnncccc    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀aaaa    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmcccc    jjjjttttyyyy((((eeee----hhhh))))        
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah  - continued
The Gabbai - The Person who Collects and/or
Manages Tzedakah Funds. It is extremely
important to have honest and efficient people in
charge of the monetary affairs of tzedakah and
chessed organizations (1). One who is asked to accept
such a position should grab the chance to perform
this noble task, and his eternal reward will be very
great (2). If such a job would cause him to have
drastic cuts in his learning or in other activities that
are his responsibility, he may decline (3).

    When one collects tzedakah, as a gabbai who

collects for others or even for himself, he must be

careful of the following things:

Not to pressure another person into giving more

than he can afford (4). 

Not to accept money from someone who is only

giving to save himself from embarrassment (5).

Not to even gently ask somebody who’s known to

give more than they can afford (6).

Not to make misleading statements about the

cause. For example, if one knows a person that

has a “soft spot” for helping young poor people

get married, and he is now collecting for a

different cause, he cannot fool the donor and tell

him its for marrying off the poor (7).

1)

2)

3)

4)

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Not to favor relatives or friends in the distribution of the

funds that he collected. Even though when one gives his

own money to charity he should favor family, but with

money raised from the public, he must treat family

and others equally (8).

Not to lend out tzedakah money unless he is sure

that all the needs of the poor will be taken care of

until the money is paid back (9).

Not to get so carried away with his cause that he

acts against other worthy causes (10).

Not to do anything that might in any way look as if

he is “pocketing” the charity money (11).

To keep all activities well recorded so that at any

time he can “open the books” and show how all is

being run honestly and efficiently (12).

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

'"lpah uns ostv os lpua"a vuuymb "ostv ,t vag oheukt
kg vkgn uk ah hrva 'hjv ihnn kuftk uk r,uv od vz ouanu
hutrf dvb,v tk 'hjv kg u,kgn uk ghsuva sg iftu /hjv rta
wu) "xnj .rtv tkn,u" kucnv rus kg cu,fa ubtmn ,ntcu 'vk
'ugkc ohhj uvgr ,t ahtu 'vhj unf ostv dvb,va hrv '(t"h

/u,kgn kg runah ',tz ughsuva v,gnu
ohbc utreba ktrah ihchcj" :cu,f vbanv lanvc vbvu    
rntba 'ouenk ohbc utreba ovk ,gsub vrh,h vchj /ouenk
ovk i,hba 'ktrah ihchcj /ofhvkt wvk o,t ohbc '(sh ohrcs)
uca vsnj hkf ovk i,hba ovk ,gsub vrh,h vchj /vsnj hkf
kt h,ru, 'ofk h,,b cuy jek hf '(s hkan) rntba 'okugv trcb
'vbanv ,hatrc ubrthca vnk vnusc vzc ruthcvu "/ucuzg,
iusepc ubk vb,hba 'okugv ,unut rta kgn ub,kgnc rhfbafa
ubt vkkdca 'kgnn eukt ekj thva vruvyu vause vnab
,ukgnc ,ukg,vk ub,kufhc vsh kgu 'ouenk ohbc ohcajb
dvb,vk 'hutrf ,tz kmbk ubhkg vcuj 'vru,v kng h"g ,uhbjurv

 whgu) /,ukg,vku vzk ot,vc."cgh shxjc (
'vnumg ,uadr,vc vru,v og ubser rcga gucav ;uxc vbvu   
htsu 'vc ubrfva rjtnu 'ubk vb,hba ,sjuhnv vb,nc ubrfvu

/vbav lanc sutn vkg,bu hutrf v,ut kmbb

   dchcj 'rnut vhv tuv" :(jh 'd ,uct) vz kg rntb vbanc vb
hf 'rntba 'okmc trcba uk ,gsub vr,h vchj /okmc trcba ost
hukhdu ,pxub vcyv aha rtucnu /"ostv ,t vag ohekt okmc
ruthc lhrmu /ung vaga vcuyv uk ohghsun oda lfc ;xub vchj

?uz vgsuvc ah ,pxub vchj uzht
 rtcn   o"cnrvog chyn sjt ohngpka '(,uhbanv aurhpc) 

vz 'ung rcsn ot kct 'u,ut chajn ubhtu ohnjr lu,n urhcj
'ung rcsnu uk ghsuna vgsuvca tmnb /uhbhgc u,uchaj kg vtrn

"cu /vca vchjv ,pxu, hvuzu ',uchaj kg hukhd ah,uct ck"
vcyvv uk ghsunafa 'rjt iputc rtcn (ktuna arsnc tcuv)
v,ut kmbk u,kufhc 'uk vb,hba vkgnv thva 'ung chyva

 /vcyvu vchj ,pxu, uz vgsuvc aha tmnbu 'vsh kg ,ukg,vk
) oharpnv ohaen vbvu    ktuna arsnjhfuvk hsf gusn '(sugu 

tku 'jb ,arpc euxp vbanv vthcv okmc trcb ostva
ost vagb oheukt rnthu" iudf 'vk ,nsuev ,hatrc ,arpn
okmc unkmc ostv ,t oheukt trchu" '(uf 't) "wudu ubhnkmc

?(t 'v) "u,ut vag oheukt ,unsc" '(zf  't) "u,ut trc oheukt
 rpxcu   uvhnrh hrcsjb ,arpc (k"mz drgcxbgkp uvhnrh crvn) 

sug kct 'okmc trcba jfun rcf ,hatrc ,arpn ifta '.r,n
okmc"a ouana v"cev uk rthca sg 'ostk vz rcs gsub tk
'"lpah uns ostv os lpua"a vuuymb "ostv ,t vag oheukt
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ohwshxj rpx (5) z:jnr s"uh (4) j:z ypanu vesm wxc ihhg (3) c:zbr s"uh van hfrs (2) t:ubr s"uh (1)
       wur s"uh o"sarvn (10) s:ybr s"uh vcua, hj,p (9) h:zbr s"uh (8) h:zbr s"uh (7) oa (6) wuya 
            c:zbr s"uh (12) t:zbr s"uh (11)        

R’ Shmuel Borenstein ZT”L of Sochatchov (Shem MiShmuel) would say:
   “‘In the six hundredth year of Noach’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth of the month, on that

day all the wellsprings of the deep were burst and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.’ The Zohar

tells us that in the 600th year of the sixth millenium (the year 5600-1840), the gates of wisdom will open.

Since the Jews were not worthy of attaining this new knowledge, it was given to other groups and indeed,

since 1840, there has been exceptional progress in the natural sciences and other fields of knowledge!”

R' Noson Tzvi Finkel ZT"L (Alter from Slabodkah) would say:

    “After the mabul, Noach and his family exited the Ark into a brand new world, a world that was basically

starting fresh. Every person should follow the example of Noach. Make it a daily practice to view the world

as if you and it were created today. Mentally picture yourself coming into the world for the first time and

observe everything with freshness. This will transform the mundane into a thrilling experience.”

A Wise Man would say:
    “The happiest people don’t necessarily have the best of everything. They just make the best of everything.”

MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS JAY RODIN ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON ELIYAHU h"b
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called together the Muslim merchants and devised a plan; the Jews will be forced to buy their precious fruits at

the Muslim merchants’ stalls and at that point, he suggested, they can raise their prices exorbitantly and have

roving gangs “rough up” the Jewish patrons. That will teach them a thing or two, said the Armenian minister

with an evil grin, and the Muslim merchants were only too happy to play along.

    And so it happened that early one morning, a lone Jew made his way to the central market to buy fruit for Yom

Tov and found the place entirely empty. Noticing a passer-by carrying heaps of produce, he asked how the man

was able to buy all that when the market was closed. He was told that the Muslim market was open and brimming

with every sort of fruit imaginable. Not sensing anything was amiss, the man made his way to the Muslim quarter

and found that indeed, the stalls were heaping with merchandise. Engrossed in locating the symbolic fruits needed,

he didn’t realize that a large gang of ruffians had surrounded him. The moment he looked up, they attacked and

beat him mercilessly. Thankfully, he was able to escape and ran, battered and bleeding, to the revered rabbi of

Izhmer, Chacham Chaim Tato ZT”L, where he managed to describe the trap the Muslims had set for him and

any Jew attempting to buy fruit for Rosh Hashanah, before he collapsed from his wounds. Unfortunately, before

the Chacham had time to alert the masses, a number of similar incidents occurred and the prospects of purchasing

the precious simanim in time for Yom Tov looked bleak. But the Chacham told the people not to worry: With

Hashem’s help, there will be more than enough fruit and vegetables for all the Jews of Izhmer this Rosh Hashanah.

    Calling in his trusty shamash, the Chacham handed him a slip of paper and charged him with a mission to

enter the Muslim market as surreptitiously as possible and leave the slip of paper in the largest pile of fruit that

he could find. The shamash was fearful, understandably, and begged his master to be excused from the mission,

but the Chacham smiled calmly and told him not to worry. The shamash did as he was told and stole into the

marketplace early on Erev Rosh Hashanah, hoping to fulfill his duty undetected. But as he was looking for a

suitable pile of fruit, he was recognized and the masses converged on him. He dropped the note into the nearest

stall and ran for his life, amidst the bloodcurdling screams of the advancing mob. 

   But he wasn’t caught and when he turned around to see why, he beheld an amazing spectacle: emanating from

the spot where he had left the note, arose a whirlwind - a mini tornado - which shot every kind of fruit and

vegetable into the air in all directions at bullet-like speeds, striking Muslim merchants, upending stalls and

wreaking havoc on the market. Terrified vendors and patrons ran for their lives as stall after stall was hit by the

flying fruit and it wasn’t until the Chacham was called and he secured a promise from the Turkish overlord that

all produce would be available to the Jews of Izhmer, did the mayhem finally die down.

    Tallying up the casualties from the mini-disaster, it was determined that although much fruit and vegetables

were ruined, only one human fatality was recorded: the Armenian minister who had caused all the problems,

was found face down and dead on the ground, after being hit by a gigantic flying watermelon!

((((`̀̀̀iiii----eeee))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    llllrrrr    eeeekkkkxxxxcccc    zzzz`̀̀̀    xxxxyyyyaaaa    llllkkkk    zzzziiiiggggyyyydddd    iiiikkkk    ddddzzzzggggyyyypppp    ddddppppddddeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxiiiieeee 
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                    eeeezzzz`̀̀̀    ddddeeeevvvv    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    llllkkkkkkkk    ggggpppp    yyyyrrrriiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddyyyyrrrr    ooookkkk    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀                                                ((((aaaakkkk----eeee))))

      The last two words of this posuk, "vag if" - “so he

did” seem to be redundant; we have already been told

that Noach did as Hashem commanded him. Why then

does the Torah include these words? Throughout the

Torah, we find that these words are usually used to

praise someone for obeying Hashem’s command even

when he may not benefit from doing so and might

even lose. How does this praise apply to Noach?

    R’ Dovid Feinstein Shlit’a provides us with an

understanding. If someone had asked Noach why he

was building an ark, a natural answer would have been

that he wanted to save himself and his family from the

coming flood. However, Noach’s motivation was

higher than that. The word "if" literally means correct

or upright, as we find in Yosef Hatzaddik’s brothers’

answer to his charge that they were spies, "ubjbt ohbf" -
“We are upright men.” (th-cn ,hatrc)
    Thus, the Torah testifies that Noach acted correctly

and uprightly, in keeping with the spirit of Hashem’s

command. Noach spent 120 years building the ark so

that the people of his generation would ask him what

he was doing, and he could warn them to repent for

their sins before Hashem brought a flood to destroy

the world. He knew that if they repented, the flood

would be averted and all of his work would be in vain.

In that case he would be left looking like a complete

fool, the man who spent 120 years building an ark for

a flood that never came. And yet, Noach continued his

work, all the time with the correct frame of mind. He

understood that the process of building was desirable

in itself, and that even if the ark was never used, he

would still have done Hashem’s will by performing

the mitzvah he had personally been given.

            zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    xxxxiiiirrrrdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzeeee`̀̀̀xxxxllll    ''''dddd    ccccxxxxiiiieeee                
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    iiiippppaaaa    eeeeppppaaaa    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    llllccccbbbbnnnndddd((((dddd----`̀̀̀iiii))))    

  The Yerushalmi (y-t vkhdn) brings a dispute between

Rav Eliezer and Rav Yochanan; one said that the

people of that generation spoke in seventy languages,

and the other said they all spoke just one language -

Lashon Hakodesh. The meforshim explain that until

this time everyone spoke Hebrew and after Hashem

confused their speech, they began to talk in seventy

languages. This is hard to understand. How could the

people have suddenly started to talk in languages that

were previously unknown to them? We don’t find that

Hashem taught them all different languages!

Furthermore, the posuk earlier states: “These are the

descendants of Cham, according to their families and

languages” (f-h) Apparently, many languages were

spoken before the building of the Tower of Bavel, each

nation speaking in its own tongue.

    R’ Boruch Halevi Epstein ZT”L (Torah

Temimah) answers, that although the holy tongue was

indeed the universal language (like English today), still

every nation had a language of its own. Therefore,

when they commenced building the tower, it was

agreed that everyone would converse in Hebrew. Since

it was the only language familiar to all, this would

better facilitate the tower’s completion. But Hashem

came down and caused everyone to forget Hebrew.

They all began to speak in their home tongues, and the

building ceased due to the lack of communication.

     So in fact, there is no dispute between Rav Eliezer

and Rav Yochanan. One was explaining the manner of

speech within each nation - each had its unique

language. The other pointed out their policy of

cooperation in building the tower - the agreement to

talk Lashon Hakodesh exclusively.

llllyyyynnnn: In the city of Lomza, Poland, there was a
hospital that had a very unsavory reputation. No
matter what a person went into the hospital for, he
almost always came out with another sickness.
However, since it was the only hospital in the city
and it catered to a majority of the city’s populace,
people had no choice but to make use of the facilities
there. Of course, many people tried to avoid going in
there in the first place, even if they were sick.
    It got to the point where a specialist was brought
in to do a full inspection of the hospital to determine
what was the cause of all these sicknesses. He was
there for a only short time before he knew the answer.  

   “This hospital building is extremely old,” he
announced. “Its been around for many years. As a
result, these old walls have become infested with
mold, mildew and parasites. It is no wonder that
when a person stays in this hospital, he becomes
infected with all sorts of diseases and infections.” 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Explains R’ Eliyohu Lopian ZT”L, the same
thing happened during the kucnv rus. The people were
so evil, full of immorality, robbery and perverse
behavior, that even the animals became “infected.”
When every animal and living organism had become
so infested with sin, than - "v,jab vbvu .rtv" - even
the land itself became contaminated and distorted.
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((((bbbb----hhhh))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmkkkkllll    iiiizzzzzzzzpppp    eeeeyyyyrrrr    wwwwxxxxiiiikkkk    
     The Jews of Izhmir, Turkey, were making their final preparations for Rosh Hashanah. Teshuvah, Tefillah

and Tzedakah, were in abundance and with a few days left before Yom Tov, it was now time to purchase the

special symbolic fruits and vegetables that were used for the ohbnhx (good omens), a custom held very dear to

the Jews of Izhmir. However, just days before Yom Tov, they were surprised and dismayed to find that the huge

central marketplace where they normally shopped was closed and empty.

    What happened? It seems there was a high ranking Armenian minister who caught wind of this precious

custom of the Jews and decided that he would do his utmost to disturb, and possibly damage, the tight-knit

Jewish community. He managed to have an edict issued closing down the central marketplace and allowing the

only area in the city available to purchase market wares, to be the dim and crowded Muslim quarter. Then he


