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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN YESHIVAH (z1)

Lashon Hara in Yeshivah settings

QUESTION: If a student or class member misbehaves
and deserves to be punished, do the teachers and/or
faculty have a right to ask the students who did it?
ANSWER: R' Moshe Feinstein ZT"'L ruled () that
such a practice is an "ugly" thing to do, because it will
cause the other students in the class to treat the laws of
Lashon Hara lightly. Other authorities on the laws of
Lashon Hara explainthis ruling of R' Moshe to say that in
truth, this is not actual slander on the part of the students
because it can bring about constructive results. Yet, even
so, R' Moshe felt that causing the students to treat the
laws of Lashon Hara with less then the proper amount of
reverence is more important to avoid, and thus, a teacher
should not employ this "ugly" method to find out.

Others write @ that R' Moshe only ruled in this way
when the sole benefit of finding out who did it is just to
rebuke the culprit. If, however, all the students would
benefit from finding out and the teacher or Rebbe
explains his pure motives explicitly, even R' Moshe
would then permit it. Of course, if the faculty has some
other way of learning the identity of the culprit, they
should not question the student body.

The same concept may be applied in the case of a boss
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- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

asking his workers who is responsible for negligent work,
etc.The suspicion that these workers may come to treat
the laws of Lashon Hara lightly may not apply, although
many of the other rules will 3. NOTE: A boss who has a
right to know the truth, should tell his Jewish workers that
the purpose of his asking is for constructive reasons and is
not forbidden by the laws of Lashon Hara.

QUESTION: If someone knows for a fact that another
student has faulty hashkafos or breaches in tznius, etc.
which may come to harm others, must he tell the faculty?

ANSWER: ¢ If he knows for a fact, he must definitely
inform the faculty. If he is not 100 percent sure, although
he has strong reasons to believe as much, he should tell
the school authorities stressing that this is his belief but he
does not know for absolute certain. Of course, he must be
careful not to exaggerate when reporting what he knows,
whether out of spite or to seek revenge against the other.

The faculty must investigate the matter promptly and
during this time, other students should be quietly told to
keep their distance and/or be vigilant. The situation must
be weighed carefully considering: 1) The student's perso-
nal situation and the repercussions of expulsion. 2) The
possibility of others being influenced if he remains. 3)
Therapy or counseling by a frum and experienced profe-
ssional. Sometimes, even the 17117%p% should be consulted.
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R' Shimon Sofer ZT"L (Michtav Sofer) would say:

"The posuk states: 'Any open vessel with no cover fastened to it is impure.' Every human being is a
vessel in the service of Hashem. Thus, he requires a 'head-covering' in order to control the level of
outside influence that he allows inside. The first thing a wayward Jew does 5N~ is take off his yarmulke
to signify that he is 'free' of conforming to the will of Hashem. A Jew must always 'cover-up' his negative
impulses and appreciate the boundaries that our forebearers have provided for us."

R' Mendel of Vorki ZT"L would say:
"The essence of the Parah Adumah is 75 y7Y
purification process of the Parah, himself becomes

nanny. Because the Kohen who was involved in the
impure by the same process that purified the other

person. Helping another while losing out oneself - that is the ultimate in loving one's fellow man!"

A Wise Man would say:
"Life is a compromise. Accept that some days you'

re the pigeon, and some days you're the statue!"
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town of Zembar to investigate this crime and prosecute the Jewish grocer who committed it. But after
seeing you and hearing your side, I realize that you're telling the truth. This train is making an extra
special stop for me in Zembar and you must get off when I do. Allow me to take care of the rest."

When they arrived in Zembar, the inspector dug deeper into the matter and learned of the plot carried
out to frame the Jew. Yekusiel was exonerated and returned home to his thankful family.
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The gemara (. nav) writes: "A person should
never withhold himself from the Beis Medrash and
from learning Torah, even as he is dying. As it
says, 'This is the Torah - a person who dies within
a tent." Even while a person is passing away, he
should continue to toil in Torah."

R' Moshe Shmuel Shapiro ZT"L explains:
Chazal tell us that the first thing a child learns
from his father, is the first posuk of Krias Shema,
"Shema Yisroel." This foundation of Emunah and
belief in Hashem, is the original lesson that every
Jewish child is instilled with and it remains with him
till his dying day. It is customary to recite "Shema
Yisroel" at the bedside of a dying person, as well,
for this belies the fact that his entire life was one of
12 NN, Thus, Chazal teach us that "even while a
person is passing away" he continues to toil in
Torah, through the recital of "Shema Yisroel.”
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The first time Moshe hit the rock, only a small
spurt of water emerged. As a result, he hit it a
second time until a huge gush poured forth. (Rashi)
Why was it necessary for Moshe to hit the rock -
contravening a direct command of Hashem to talk
to it - not once, but two times?

Answers R' Shaul Nathanson ZT'"L, the act of
raising his arm to hit was so foreign to Moshe
Rabbeinu that in fact, his arm barely responded
when he attempted to raise it. Moshe's every limb
and bone was so closely attuned to the 'n ¥ - will
of G-d, that it would not perform its owner's will if
this was not in exact accordance with the command
of Hashem. Thus, his first strike was a light, feeble
tap, and a second, forceful attempt was required.
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After Bilaam failed in his attempts at cursing the
Jewish People, he found a different way to harm
them, by causing them to sin. Rashi says that when
Moshe and the Elders saw the abominable actions
of Zimri, the prince of Shevet Shimon, they became
immobilized and "forgot" what to do. Immediately,
they burst into tears. At that point, Pinchos rose up
and killed the perpetrators in fulfillment of the
halachah, "One who has relations with an Aramis,
zealots can do him harm."

We see from here, says R' Gamliel Rabinowitz
Shlit'a, that crying has a power all its own. If a
problem arises and one needs assistance, or even if
one is unsure how to proceed in life, a sincere,
tearful entreaty can effect a salvation - whether
Divine or even mortal - that causes one to rise above
his n1s. Because Moshe cried, Hashem allowed
Pinchos to remember and carry out the halachah.

Late one night, R' Dov Ber ZT"L, the “Mitler
Rebbe” of Chabad was up studying Torah when
suddenly, the door opened and his father, the Baal
HaTanya, R' Shneur Zalman ZT"L, walked in.

"My son, what are you learning?" he asked.

"I was studying the kabbalistic writings of the
Arizal," R' Dov Ber replied. "Do you find them
profound and uplifting?" R' Shneur Zalman asked.

His son replied, "When I study them, I feel as if I
am standing before the Heavenly Assembly."

R'Shneur Zalman paused. "My son, a few minutes
ago, on the floor just below you, a baby fell out of
his crib and was crying. 1 was upstairs, also
learning. But when I heard him cry, I ran downstairs
to help. No matter how uplifting is the study of
Torah, one must never become so engaged that he
fails to hear the cries of another human being!"

sk

sk

Hekock

Hekock

Hekock

sk

Hekok

Hekock

sk

sk

Hekock

Hekock

sk

Hekok

Hekok

sk

sk

Hkok

sk

PIAN INY 992 NOIN IV 97YNY DN PY XIvND
219 7PN VO ID IOV PN ND N AN 070D PYIN
INON NOY PYN N DY IR DWYTP DIND
aNOW DNINN YD O AN 1D 1IN NN
NP Y NIV DT IATT OIN POV DY NNNAT
PAYY DI NI 7YIIUND PIYN NNNI RIMD 7PN
NY YDONT ,NT AN XON KDY 9NN ,INI NHIN 1D

,INYN NOYND PWND YOV T 92D N ,D9IN

VTPV PN NN NYITP WIPNNY DIND Pt
NP IN YT I2T DN DIMIYY PYVINY PN NN NN
19T TYIN NI .INIDN NOYH POY NNV WD
952 POWN LGV N PNV NPV YYD DYIa
19T NINY POV PN ,ODIWAY DN INVYY ¥ I»IY
IMYYD 21T NI9NN PNV RPN ,D92 1NN NOYND

995 NN NOYN PYN TN N N0 PN 99 ROY YT ) PPYN NN N7APN NIPD NN N

5 T numy&\z

(9-29) 799 %2 1193 YIN YTIN 23191 NXIN DINY 29 NN OYN NN Y NN NI 1Y NNy

For centuries, Jews have suffered through some of the worst torture, slander and villification imaginable,
including the infamous "blood libel." One of the most recent stories occurred in 1920, in a little town in
Hungary, known as Zembar. A newly married man moved to the town in search of business prospects
and opened a grocery store, which soon took off and became very profitable. The good fortune of this Jew
did not sit well with the local priest and school-teacher and they decided to defame the Jew, or even worse.

After a few failed attempts at slander, they felt it was necessary to "up the ante." One afternoon, a
young peasant boy named Gustav was walking home from school when he was abducted and later found
murdered. When the police were called in to investigate, they were tipped off to search the home of the
Jewish grocer, where they were sure to find evidence - in the form of vials of the boy's blood - stashed
away for later use in obscene and horrific Jewish acts of worship.

Yekusiel, the Jewish grocer, heard about the impending scandal and ran for his life. Furtively, he made
his way out of town to the home of the great tzaddik and miracle worker, R' Yeshayale Keresturer
ZT"L. Pouring out his tale of woe, he described for the 7zaddik the situation and the fate awaiting him
were he to be caught by the authorities for this crime he did not commit. Surprisingly, R' Yeshayale
remained relaxed and in good spirits. "Don't worry about a thing," said the Rebbe. "Remain here with me
for a few days and when I tell you, you can go home and all will be just fine."

With pure emunah in the promise of the tzaddik, Yekusiel stayed in the home of R' Yeshayale for three
days. On the fourth day, it was time to go. "Listen to me very carefully and do exactly as I say," said the
tzaddik. "Go to the train station and book a first-class berth. Tell the man you wish to get off in Zembar."

Yekusiel protested. "But Rebbe, Zembar is a tiny town. There are no train stops in Zembar."

R' Yeshayale waved him off. "Tell him you only want the train that will stop in Zembar. Get off in
your town and do not worry about a thing. Hashem will protect you and guard over you."

Yekusiel did as he was told; in his heart, though, he was still unsure. But when he bought a first-class
ticket and asked for the train that stops in Zembar, he was given a ticket and directed to a specific train,
no questions asked. Encouraged, he alighted the train and took his seat in the nearly empty first-class
carriage. The only other passenger in his carriage, appeared to be a police inspector with a kind face.

All throughout the trip, Yekusiel kept to himself, davening and crying to Hashem to help him out of
his seemingly impossible situation. Suddenly, he looked up and noticed the inspector looking at him.

"Excuse me, sir," said the man with the kind face, "I couldn't help but notice you were crying."

Throwing caution to the wind, Yekusiel divulged his entire story, including the words of his Rebbe.
The inspector smiled and said, "My good man, today is your lucky day! I was sent specifically to the
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