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  March 4, 2006 -  -  -  - å"ñùú øãà 'ã   

12:38 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî       (Monsey, NY)      5:31 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 5:51 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù       ~~~~~~~~      5:49 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
6:41 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö         ~~~~~~       8:41 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               
7:03 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö          ~~~~~      9:17 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             
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LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (18)

Learning Practical Halachah

    In the same way that Yeshivos set aside time for the 

study of Mussar, as we discussed last week, most 

Yeshivos do the same for the study of practical halachah, 

such as Mishnah Berurah, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, etc. If 

the Yeshivah sets up a specific time for this study, every 

student must comply with this rule and by doing so, they 

will also learn the basic halachos that are applicable on a 

daily (Tefillah, Tzitzis, Berachos, Tefillin), weekly 

(Shabbos) and yearly basis (Yomim Tovim). Even if one 

is not in a position to master all of these important 

halachos completely, he should get to know the simple 

practical laws and at the very least, know when to ask 

about more complex issues. Even working people, who 

have limited opportunities for learning, should set aside 

some time for learning practical halachah (1).

    The reward for learning halachah is great. The gemara 

(2) writes: "They stated in the House of Eliyohu - whoever 

learns (2) halachos each day, is assured to receive a 

portion in the World-to-Come." This means that all a 

person needs to do to guarantee himself a place in Olam 

Haba, is to learn just 2 halachos every day after Shachris, 

for example. Two halachos a day - and he is guaranteed! 

   This obligation includes learning the halachos of Yom 

Tov during the 30 days prior to Yom Tov (3). However, the 

topics found in Orach Chaim (4) have the most relevance 

to daily life and the Steipler Gaon ZT"L suggests that 

even yeshivah students should devote half an hour a day 

to learn Mishnah Berurah (5). Likewise, although a 

Yeshiva may be learning a gemara from Seder Nezikin or 

Nashim, a student should also keep in mind the monetary 

and moral issues which are discussed in the gemara and 

be sure to ask any relevant questions on these subjects.

     Chazal also teach us of the significance of  ìò ãåîìì
úåùòì úðî - Learning in order to fulfill. This includes:

1) Studying the àúãâà - Homiletical portions, found in the 

gemara, so as to learn how to serve Hashem and treat 

other people properly. 2) Studying monetary laws to 

understand the caution necessary when dealing with the 

money and possessions of others. 3) Studying issues 

related to Shabbos in order to comprehend the 

importance of detailed Shabbos observance. 4) Studying 

food-related topics and thus realizing the special care and 

preparation needed to avoid forbidden foods.

    It is equally important to constantly review the halachos 

one learns in order to be fluent and capable of applying 

them in relevant situations if no sefer is handy.

 ãçé ïéôøèöî úåöîäå äøåúä é"òù ,úåöîä åðééä - 
.ë"éò íéìòúîå äùåã÷áù íéøáãì

 éðä ìëë àúëìä úéì íù 'îâä úð÷ñîù ô"òàå     
 éîì òãåéä ïè÷ù ïîçð áø éøáãë àìà ,àúúòîù
 - íéðè÷ä úåøåãì æîø äæ íâ ,åéìò ïéðîæî ïéëøáî
 éîì òãåé ÷ø àåä 'éôàù ,íéðåøçàä úåøåã ,øîåìë
 åéäå" àø÷á äæì æîøäå .úåìòúäì ìåëé øáë ,íéëøáî
 éåçî ÷ø 'éôàù åðééäã - "äìòîì íéôðë éùøåô íéáåøëä
.ïéôøèöîù - "åéçà ìà ùéà íäéðôå" î"î ,äìòî éôìë

 ïî çéøáî íéùø÷ä êåúá ïëéúä çéøáäå
 (çë-åë) 'åâå äö÷ä ìà äö÷ä

 íùëù (çð úåëøá) 'îâá ì"æç øîàî òåãé äðä     
 íéååù íðéà íäéúåòéã êë ,íéååù íðéà íäéôåöøôù
 åôåöøô êéøö äéä ìàøùéî íãà ìëù ,åðééäã .ù"ééò
 åîëå ,ãçà íãàî íéàá íìåëù ïåéë øçàäë äåù úåéäì
 ìëì ùéù ïåéë úååù úåéäì íéëéøö åéä ãçà ìë úåòã ïë
 íìåòä òáè äæ ïéàù àìà .ìòîî ÷åìà ÷ìç äîùð ãçà
 à"à ð"ää àìéîîå ,íéååù íäéôåöøô íéùðà 'á åéäéù

.íìåòä êøã äæ ïéà éë ,ùîî úååù åéäé íäéúåòãù
        

(é-äë) 'åëå åëøà éöçå íéúîà íéèù éöò ïåøà åùòå
 äî éðôî ,úîñøåôîä àéùå÷ä íéùøôîä åù÷ä øáë    
 éôë àìå ,íéáø 'ìá "åùòå" øîàð ïåøàä úééùò éáâì

?ãéçé 'ìá "úéùòå" áúëðù ïëùîä éìë øàù
 ÷"äøä ,øåâî ø"åîãà ,ìàøùé úéáä ïøî äéä àìà     
 æîøì äøåúä äàáù ,øîåà ì"öæ øúìà ìàøùé ä"åî
 ïéðòë åøéáç íò íãà ìë ãåîìì ùéù àåäå áåùç ïéðò åðì
 äìåãâù ,äëìäá äæá äæ ïéããîä íéîëç éãéîìú éðù
 ùé ð"ääå .åîöòì ãçà ìë ãîåì äéä íàî øúåé íúìòî
 éðùä íò ãçà ãåîéìä é"ò éë ,íéãéîìúä íò ãåîìì
 'îâá àúéàãë ,åãéá íéé÷úî åãåîìú ,íéãéîìúä íòå
 .ë"ò äá ïéîùáúî ìëäù äæ - íùåáëå :(.ãð ïéáåøéò)
 äøåú ãîìîù íãàá éøééîù é"ùøôù äî íù ïééòå

.åãéá íéé÷úî åãåîìúù ,íéãéîìúì
 úåëøá) 'îâá øàåáîù äî éîð åðééäù ,ãåò óéñåäå    
 .ù"ééò ïéôøèöî ïåøàå äòùú àðåä áø øîà :(:æî
 íä íéìåëé ,äìòî íéìòúî ìàøùé ììëù éãëù ,ùåøéô
 äøåúá - ãçéá íéôøèöîå íéãçàúî íìåëù é"ò úåëæì
 - "ïåøàå äòùú" 'îâá øîàðù äî åäæå - íéîù úàøéáå
 ïéôøèöî úáùå íéðùù éîà éáø éøáã ïëå .äøåúä åðééä
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â:à àúøâéàã àðééø÷ øôñ (5) äøåøá äðùîì äçéúô (4) èëú ç"åà (3) :çë äìéâî (2) ä:åîø ã"åé ê"ù (1)

The Alter of Kelm, R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT"L would say:

    "Why should a person want to make his success dependant on receiving the approval of others? If you 

demand honor from others, you are giving them the power over you, for it is up to them to either grant or 

withhold their approval from your actions." 

R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L would say:

    "One who speaks evil of another and strikes him with his harsh words, is worse than the one who 

physically strikes his friend with his hands. For when one is smitten physically, there is a cure for his 

wounds - 'àôøé àôøå' - 'He will surely be healed.' But when one strikes another with verbal abuse and 

Lashon Hara - there is no actual cure for this abuse!"

A Wise Man would say:

    "Greed can destroy you. When everything seems to be coming your way, it can sometimes mean you're 

in the wrong lane!"
THE PUBLICATION OF TORAH TAVLIN IN SEFER/BOOK FORM IS FINALLY UNDERWAY! MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
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    On R' Shlomo Zalman's advice, the parents hired a private tutor for two months. During that time the 

boy underwent a complete change. It was then that R' Shlomo Zalman spoke to the administrator of the 

yeshivah where the boy had studied previously, asking him to take the boy back as a student. The boy 

became an alert and devoted talmid, to the great joy of his parents and teachers.
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 .íéøçà íò áåè
 ,íéðôáî åøéáç íò ãåçéàá úåéäì íãàä êéøö íâå   
 úâéøãîì äîåãå ,"êááìá êéçà úà àðùú àì" ë"ùîë
 - "øää ãâð ìàøùé íù ïçéå" 'úëù äøåú ïúîá ìàøùé
 ãçàù â"òàù ùé íéîòô íðîà .ãçà áìá ãçà ùéàë
 áåè úåùòì ìãúùî åðéà î"î ,øçàä úà àðåù ïéà
 àåäù õåçáî úåàøäì íãàä êéøö äæ íåùî .íéøçàì

.ãñç ìù íéøáã úåùòì ùôçîå ìàøùé áäåà úîàá

 ìå÷ 'ñá ,ì"öæ ïééèùðééô äùî ø"åîâä ïøî øéàäå     
 íéãîåìå ,ìàøùé ììëá úåãçà úåéäì êéøö úîàáù ,íø
 ìàøùé úùåã÷ úåéäì êéøöù êéà ïëùîä úùåã÷î åðà
 ç"îä åùòð íéçéøáä é"òù åðéöî éë .íäéúåâäðäå
 .íéðôáî íéçéøáå õåçáî íéçéøáä åéäå ,ãçàì íéùø÷
 åøéáç íò ãåçéàá úåéäì à"åàë êéøöù åðãîìî äæå
 øãâ äæ ïéàå ,äàðù ìù íéøáã åéìò åéäù â"òà õåçáî
 êøãá âåäðì íãà ìë êéøö éë ,"äôá ãçàå áìá ãçà" ìù

áåè .... íúàî åç÷ú øùà äîåøúä úàæå
(ä,â-äë) 'åâå íéèù éöòå íéùçú úøòå

   Where did the Jews find cedar trees in the desert 

with which to build the walls of the Mishkan? The 

Medrash Tanchuma informs us that Yaakov 

Avinu beheld through Ruach Hakodesh, that his 

descendents would build a sanctuary as they 

traveled on their way to the Holy Land, and he 

arranged to have cedars brought down and planted 

in Egypt. He then commanded his children, before 

he died, to take them with them when they would 

depart from the exile of Egypt. The question 

remains; was this absolutely necessary? Is there a 

lack of trees in the wilderness? Surely, Hashem 

would not have insisted on a particular type of 

lumber if it could not be found in the wilderness, in 

order to complete the construction of the Mishkan?

     Yaakov Avinu was teaching us a tremendous 

lesson, explains R' Eliyohu Meir Bloch ZT"L. 

When it comes to the practical necessities of life; 

sustenance for oneself and family, shelter and 

clothing to keep oneself warm and safe from the 

harsh elements, etc., we have no one other than our 

Father in Heaven to rely upon, for of course, He 

will see to our needs. This is the basic principle of 

Bitachon - Belief in Hashem that every Jew, great 

and small alike, subscribes to unquestioningly. 

However, it is in the area of äùåã÷ éëøö - Spiritual 

(sacred) necessities, that a person must look ahead, 

take the proper precautions and prepare in advance 

all that he needs to raise himself up spiritually. Just 

as Yaakov Avinu saw the eventual inevitability of a 

consecrated sanctuary for the Jewish people, where 

the presence of Hashem Himself will rest, he took 

it upon himself to prepare the supplies needed to 

create this hallowed edifice.

          

(ì-äë) 'åâå ãéîú éðôì íéðô íçì ïçìùä ìò úúðå
   The gemara (åë äâéâç) learns from the above 

posuk that õøàä éîò íéðäë - unlearned (boorish) 

Priests, must be warned against touching the 

Shulchan in the Bais Hamikdosh and contamin-

ating it, since the íéðôä íçì - Surface Bread, can 

never be removed from the Shulchan; thus, the 

table can never be taken out to be ritually 

immersed as a means to purify it. However, we 

know that if the old bread from the previous week 

is removed during the day, and the new bread is 

placed on the Shulchan that night (Motzei Shabb-

os), this is not considered a violation of "ãéîú éðôì" 

- the Biblical ordinance to maintain the loaves of 

bread continuously, from week to week. If so, 

when the loaves are removed on Shabbos day, why 

couldn't the Shulchan have been taken out as well 

to be purified, since íéìë úìéáè on Shabbos is a 

Rabbinic prohibition which is permitted in the ïëùî?

    Answers R' Shaul Nathanson ZT"L based on 

the words of Rabban Shimon Bar Yochai(:èö úåçðî) 
that in truth, one is permitted to simply recite Krias 

Shema in the morning and evening, and thereby 

fulfill his requirement to study Torah day and night 

- "äìéìå íîåé åá úéâäå". However, one should not 

let this fact become known to unlearned people 

who will then use this approach on a daily basis 

and never expend any effort in Torah learning. 

     So too, with regard to the Shulchan and the 

scholarly theory allowing one to immerse it in a 

mikvah even on Shabbos. If the õøàä éîò would 

find out that even if they contaminate the Shulchan 

there is still a way to purify it, they would lose all 

sense of wariness with regard to holy objects in the 

Bais Hamikdosh. Thus, they are warned to keep 

their distance and not touch anything.
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 (çé-äë) 'åâå úøåôëä úåö÷ éðùî íúåà äùòú äù÷î áäæ íéáåøë íéðù úéùòå      

     The cheruvim, with their faces formed like those of children, are symbolic of the young and impress-

ionable youth of Bnei Yisroel. The position of the cheruvim on top of the ïåøà - holy ark, symbolizes the 

idea that our children's Torah education is to be placed in our highest regard, for when it comes to 

teaching Torah and supporting Jewish education for our youth, only our best, golden efforts will do.  

     R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT"L took an uncompromising stand with regard to Jewish 

education, especially when he was faced with a threatened breakdown of moral standards. A student in 

one of the lower grades of a prominent yeshivah behaved in an immoral and totally corruptive fashion. 

The Roshei Yeshivah were having an impossible task trying to control the boy and his disruptiveness was 

becoming a major issue with the members of the hanhalah. Finally, they came to consult with R' Shlomo 

Zalman about how to deal with this troublesome talmid, and whether or not he should be expelled.    

    R' Shlomo Zalman listened to the details and was very firm in his advice. "You must first make sure 

beyond a shadow of a doubt that the allegations are true." The Roshei Yeshivah insisted that the 

information that they contained was accurate. "If you have established that everything is true," continued 

R' Shlomo Zalman, "then you must immediately expel the boy, to prevent him from influencing the other 

students. He cannot be allowed to spread his tainted attitude amongst the other students." 

    R' Shlomo Zalman paused for a moment, and then said, "But that's not all. If you receive inquiries 

about this boy from other yeshivos, you must tell them the unvarnished truth. You must not cover up his 

misdeeds to make him appear better than he is!" 

    Naturally, the Roshei Yeshivah acted accordingly. The boy was expelled, and he was unable to register 

in any other yeshivah. Many people thought that this course of action was overly harsh. When the parents 

found out that the yeshivah was acting on R' Shlomo Zalman's express instructions, the boy's mother 

appeared in R' Shlomo Zalman's study. Crying loudly, she insisted on speaking with the tzaddik.

    "Why do I deserve such a harsh punishment?" she wailed as she entered the study. "My son is not a 

bad boy and he promises to mend his ways!" 

    Surprisingly, R' Shlomo Zalman was unmoved. "I know that at this point, your son is not yet ready to 

sincerely change his behavior. It's too new, too fresh, it takes time. But if he finds out that all the schools 

and yeshivos are closed to him, and that his conduct is causing his parents so much anguish and misery, 

maybe then he will grasp the seriousness of his situation. Only then, will he truly work on bettering 

himself. I am sure that Be'ezras Hashem, he will make amends, and when that happens, I pledge that I 

will do my best to find a suitable yeshivah for him." 

<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><> <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>


