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Swn): Hashem promised, “So long as the earth endures
Seeding and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night shall not cease.” Daas Zekainim M’Baalei Tosfos
writes that after the flood, nature will prove to be more or,less

predictable, each part of the earth experiences regular cycles of
seasons and crops which ripen during those seasons will
provide mankind with it needs. Our lesson to remember is that

A SERIES IN HALACHA -ﬁw D) 4 C)S)

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"9 405 1N Mo’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (44)
oy MmN Xpn 0. There is a well-known Gemara () that
states: “A person should always complete the parsha with the
congregation - (by leaming) shnayim mikra v’echad targum. One
who does this will have long days and years.” Learning the text of
the weekly parsha twice with the targum is a segula for long life.

The Baal HaTurim comments that this alacha can be gleaned
from the first posuk in Parshas Shemos: "a» 3 mnpw NNy’ He
remarks that this posuk stands for: NP1 OW 7T0N T N DTN’
"OoYY DN MY DY 7PN W DN D72 O TN - “And the
person who learns the weekly parsha shnayim mikra v’echad
targum in a sweet straight voice will live many long years.”
Understanding the Mitzvah. What exactly does targum refer
to, and what is its purpose? Several Rishonim are of the opinion
that the purpose of fargum is not just a simple translation; it also
adds layers of explanation to every word 2. According to this
opinion, the purpose of reading the parsha with targum is to
learn the Torah in a way that allows deeper understanding.
According to the Tur and Shulchan Aruch, this means learning
the parsha with Rashi, which is the best commentary to unlock
the pshat (basic understanding) of the Chumash (). Others
maintain that the halacha is referring to Targum Onkelus, as the
Gemara in Megillah @ states that this translation of the Torah was
actually given to us by Moshe Rabbeinu. The Rema (5) held that
reading Targum Onkelus is like reading from the Torah itself!

since Hgshem did it this way, we must always appreciate it.
-5— _)ﬁ?)-ﬁ R ?’?wvﬂ 193 7Ty IRD
DLNT TIVITP TINT TN TP D210 WRI
Accordingly, by reading the parsha with its original targum, we
are, in fact, presenting the Torah in the same manner as it was
given at Har Sinai. The Mechaber () cites both opinions and
rules that one can fulfill his obligation with either one, Targum
Onkelus or Rashi. However, he concludes that it is preferable to
do both, as that way one can satisfy both interpretations.
When to Start? The Shulchan Aruch ) rules that the proper
time to fulfill this mitzvah is from the Sunday of the week when a
given parsha is read, over the course of the whole week and
preferably finishing before the Shabbos day meal ). If one has
not yet done so, then he has “until Mincha” to finish. Some hold
that this refers to one’s personal Mincha, meaning that a person
can finish the mitzvah of shnayim mikra until he himself actually
davens Mincha ). Others maintain that the intent was until the
time of Mincha Gedolah, the earliest time that one may daven
Mincha (0). A third approach is that it refers to the time when
Mincha is davened in the local shul (11). There does not seem to
be any clear-cut consensus on this issue.
Proper Order. How should one do shrayim mikra - posuk by
posuk, section by section, or parsha by parsha. There does not
seem to be a clear consensus on this either. The Mishna Berura’s
(12) advice is to use the Vilna Gaon’s method of learning a small
part every day right after Shachris (i.e. on Sunday up to Sheini;
on Monday up to Shlishi, etc.). By following this technique one
will have finished this mitzvah by Shabbos, every week.
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Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher z#”’l (Tur Ha’aruch) writes:

(7)3:19% N"IN (6) DP-19p NP N"W (5) .3 D90
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“OMAN DY NN IDI TINN 199N DY DIV DY WDPYN NONWN IR N9 DY NPM' - According to Rashi the mitzvah of
tzitzis is a reward for the Jewish people for what their forefather Shem had done with the cloth he used to cover his

father’s nakedness. Later, Rashi picks up this thread when he explains that as a compensation for Avraham refusing the
king of Sodom’s offer to keep the spoils of war, his descendants were rewarded with both Tefillin and the mitzvah of tzitzis.
In other words, although it was clear that Shem had acquired the merit of the mitzvah of Talis, it was not clear to which
of his children this commandment would be bestowed until Avraham refused to be enriched by the King of Sodom.”

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin z¢”’l (Oznaim L’Torah) would say:

“ow TN NON' - The Torah counts here ten generations from Noach to Avraham, to display Avraham’s lineage.
However, unlike the first ten generations from Adam to Noach, in this list it does not state '™ - ‘and they died,’
because it is unnecessary: death is man’s fate. The deaths of previous generations is only mentioned to tell us that they
died naturally, not in the flood, like Lemech who died five years before, and Mesushelach who died seven days before.”

A Wise Man would say:
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“Those who would disrespect our flag
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have never been handed a folded one.”
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As aresult of the burgeoning growth of the Sephardic community during the latter half of the 20th century, there was a
constant need for more yeshivot and Talmudei Torah. Chacham Rav Ben Zion Abba Shaul zt”’l, Rosh Yeshivah of Porat
Yosef, helped to launch a religious revival among Sephardi Jews in Israel as the founder of Ma’ayan HaChinuch HaTorani, a
network of Sephardi schools, which is the equivalent of Chinuch Atzmai for Ashkenazim. He promised to fund the first year of
operation for any Talmud Torah that was opened in a city that did not already have one. He also worked to strengthen
Sephardi communities in other countries including England, France, Iran, Mexico, Panama, Colombia and the United States.

With the help of Rabbi Shlomo Cohen shlit’a, a new Talmud Torah by the name of “Beit Dovid U’Shlomo” was
launched in the Romema Neighborhood of Jerusalem. It began with a mere four students but almost immediately, it began to
grow and blossom. In a few short years, the yeshivah was bursting at the seams and a search for a new location was
underway. Eventually a large building in Kiryat Yovel was found which would be perfect for the yeshivah. It was only after
the building was purchased and renovation work was underway, did they learn that a portion of the building was built illegally
years earlier and did not have a current valid permit. Nobody had said anything for years and it might’ve continued on this
way if not for some non-religious neighbors, appalled at the idea of a religious Talmud Torah “invading” their neighborhood,
who ran to the local municipality authorities and with spiteful malice, openly demanded that the building be torn down. The
yeshivah attempted to fight it, but the neighbors had more influence and gained the upper hand.

In the late fall of 5752 (1991), soon after the completion of the Sukkot holiday, a demolition order ("9 ) was issued
for the yeshivah building which mandated that within or about the next forty days, a crew from outside Jerusalem would
be hired to come in and tear down the building. This was intentionally done so that the demolition company should not be
bribed or influenced by the local population or organizations they serve, as is often commonplace with an “in-town”
company. Meanwhile, Rabbi Cohen used any means of influence in the municipality to try and stop the demolition, but he
was fighting an uphill battle. In great need of advice and guidance, he went to Chacham Abba Shaul and explained that if
something wasn’t done soon, the yeshivah building would be torn down right in the middle of the winter.

Chacham Abba Shaul listened closely and heard the whole story from beginning to end. Then, to the surprise of Rabbi
Cohen, he told him to go to the Kotel Hama’aravi and daven, and not to worry about the building being torn down. “You
will see,” said the Chacham, “nothing will happen to the building and peace will prevail.” Rabbi Cohen did indeed go to
the Kotel and prayed with great intent, watching and waiting to see from whence his salvation will come.

Nature is a funny thing. It can beat you up and tear you to pieces, but it can also step in and take away a problem before it
even happens. According to the Israel Meteorological Service, the city of Jerusalem gets two snowfalls a year about every
five years. Ninety percent of the average snowfall occurs in spells of 1-2 days, but there have been snow spells as long as six
days in duration. An extraordinary snow event lasting 15 days occurred in the winter of 1873 with 15 snow days in an 83-day
period. This record was broken in the winter of 1991-1992, an especially harsh winter, when the capital had 19 days of snow
in a 34-day period. In January 1-2, 1992, more than 50 cm of snow fell in Jerusalem. Under the heavy snow and gale winds,
thousands of Jerusalem pines collapsed, cutting power lines and leaving 80,000 people without electricity for four days.

As serendipity would have it, the demolition crew from outside of Jerusalem was scheduled to arrive and tear down the
yeshivah building in Kiryat Yovel during the worst snow event in recorded Jerusalem history. Needless to say, travel was
impossible and the crew chief, not wishing to lose days, perhaps weeks, of work waiting for the weather, accepted another job
in another locale. This effectively canceled the original demolition mandate and with true bureaucracy at work, it would take
months before another could be issued. Meanwhile, during this time, Rabbi Cohen managed to speak to the right people who
managed to secure the right permits at the right time. Through the words of the Tzaddik, the Yeshivah building was saved.
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Sr1: There was a man who had four sons. He sent them
each on a quest, to go and look at a pear tree that was far,
far away. The first son went in the winter, the second in the
spring, the third in summer, and the youngest in the fall.
When they all came back, he called them in to describe
what they had seen. The first son said that the tree was ugly,
bent, and twisted. The second son said it was covered with
green buds and full of promise. The third son said it was
laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so
beautiful - it was the most graceful thing he had ever seen.

The last son disagreed with all of them; he said the tree
was ripe with fruit, full of life and fulfillment. The man then
explained to his sons that they were all right, because they
had each seen but only one season in the tree’s life. He told
them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one
season, and that the essence of who they are and the
pleasure, joy, and love that comes from that life can only be
measured at the end, when all the seasons are up. If you
give up when it’s winter, you’ll miss the promise of spring,
the beauty of a summer and the fulfillment of the fall.
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The Torah tells us that Hashem intended to destroy the whole world and everyone in it. However, He changed His mind
and saved Noach. Why? Because "'nya nxsnnn'. The Seforno explains that because of his “chein” (lit. favor), Hashem
saved Noach and his children. Not because they deserved it, but because of their father’s “chein.” Ordinarily, when a
gezeira is issued against an entire society, it is applied even to the righteous minority. Hence, the degree of annihilation
should have included Noach as well, despite the fact that he was a rzaddik. But because Noach found "n»»ya 0", he and his
family were saved. How does one achieve this special chein? One way may be found in the posuk in Mishlei (3:34): yr» ouy’”
"\ - Hashem grants chein to the humble; those who do not boast or call attention to themselves. There is an additional method
of acquiring chein. Through Limud HaTorah, as the Gemara tells us from R’ Zeira that when a person learns Torah at night he
is endowed with special chein the following day. Why did Noach find favor in the eyes of Hashem? The Gemara (:»p ©no9)
says that one who doesn’t become angry and remains humble receives chein from the Ribono shel Olam. Ultimately, it was
Noach’s sterling middos and humility that saved him from the Mabul. Perhaps this is why in Birchas Hamazon, we ask
Hashem, "o DPON»YANN NN - Ribono shel Olam, please send me Your chein and all the berachos that come with it.

Still, we must realize, that once the gift of "y0" is bestowed on someone, it is not theirs forever. The Torah demonstrates this
clearly after the Mabul by transferring Noach’s title from "p>»718 ¥N" to "N wN'. He lost his chein due to his now adoptive
priorities. His tafkid, post-Mabul, was to plant wheat and other staples that had been destroyed; instead, he planted a vineyard,
demonstrating that he was ready to retire and enjoy a drink of wine, putting his own wants before the needs of mankind.
May we all be zoche to have our request of "DTN) DPIN YA 10 JoW) 1N X8O be answered DY TN NINIM HNY Inn.
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Although we ascribe some level of intellect to animals,
we have no evidence that earth or plants have any bechira. It
appears the land did not have free choice before the Mabul,
the land was linked to Man. The posuk explains, Hashem
destroyed the land because of man. The land was tied to man
not just on a physical level, but on a spiritual level. When
man kept the Divine law, so did earth and plant life. When
man violated Hashem’s law, the earth and plants did as well.
There was a total link between man and land. The land did
not have free will, but it appears it had the ability to respond

to man’s will. If man was evil, the land would reflect this.

After the Mabul, the land was destroyed and now no
longer had that spirit. It became physically responsive to
man, its organic and inorganic matter react to stimuli, but the
soul was destroyed. Now the response to the morality and the

spirit of man is directly in Hashem’s Hands. The land is acted
upon; it does not respond on its own. (Rabbi Dovid Holzer)

There is one land that is unaffected, one land where the
Mabul did not reach - Eretz Yisroel, which does not operate
like the rest of the world. It is a land that still responds to the
actions of its inhabitants. In Ererz Yisroel, if the people sin,
the earth reacts, as it says: "ONN Npn YW If Am Yisroel
leaves, the land will stay fallow, it will not cooperate with
strangers. This is the land R’ Yehudah Hal evi describes as
the land that desires Am Yisroel. It is a land with a spirit, a soul.

This is why it was necessary for Am Yisroel to witness the
miracle of Moshe talking to the rock instead of hitting the rock
before they would enter Israel. The people had to understand
that the land they were about to enter is not like other lands.
This land actively serves Hashem, just like this rock does. It is a
land that does respond, a land that yearns for Am Yisrael, aland
that will react to how Am Yisroel acts, for good or for ill.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... 'ﬁ%LIRﬁ

et

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(m2-1) ... 1oy MISON AN SNy mamd MYPR S

One of the specifications of Noach’s "n2>n" was that he build a "nx". Rashi tells us that some say this means a window and

some say it means a precious stone. R’ Nachman M’Breslov z#”’l explains the difference between the two. A window has no
light of it’s own. It receives light from the outside. A precious stone does the exact opposite. Even if there is no light coming
from outside, it itself illuminates even the darkest place. In all generations, and most certainly in ours, life is stormy. I have
heard people who have married off all their children say that they are happy that they do not have to raise children in our
generation because it is extremely challenging to navigate children through the turbulence of our times. The only way to
succeed is by making our homes into arks! We must block out and seal our homes from the negative and dangerous influences
of the world. And in our Teiva, we must make sure there is a tzohar! On the one hand we must seek the advice and illumination
of Rabbanim and educators who can give us insights and practical suggestions in chinuch and other important areas of life.
Their clarity and objective opinions can shed so much light on issues that we would not have considered otherwise. But at the
same time we must not disregard the precious intuition and understanding that shines within ourselves! Why do so many
children not respect their parents? Because their parents do not respect themselves! They are either unsure what to do for their
own children or they follow the popular opinion of others on all matters. They don’t look inside themselves to find the answers
to their questions, even though there is great light and wisdom that lies right there inside! We are too often afraid to take a firm
stand on what we believe is right! But the Torah is teaching us here that we must make a zzohar for our home. Sure, we can use
the wisdom that is illuminated by others, but we must be sure to trust the special light and clarity that is found within ourselves.




