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Swn3: Chazal tell us that Hashem gave certain people
money so that they can donate this money to the people that
need it most - the people Hashem didn’t give money to.
Everything in this world is precisely calculated. A rich man
is rich so that he can help the poor. However, when a rich man

forgets the reason why he is rich, and instead tries to take on
the assignment of others, then Hashem takes away his wealth
and gives it to another. We must always remember that our
needy brethren need our kindness and our good wishes - but
most of all, they need our money!

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (102)
Preserving our Kedusha: Yichud: CORRECTION. In last
week’s issue there was a printing mistake. The sentence should
have read: “A lady is believed that her husband IS in the city
(and this permits a man to be in the same house with her).” This
halacha is mentioned by a number of Poskim (1). The reason is
because we do not treat this situation like “Ervah” and apply the
Talmudic principle of "&WwnN MmN MMYaw 1T PN’ (in matters of
illicitness there cannot be less than two witnesses), but rather like

an issur for which one witness is believed (PN Y0 TN 1Y),
wmmwn mex: His Wife is his Guard. We have previously
devoted time to the heter of "»ya nbya" - when the lady’s
husband is in the city. There is another leniency here, although
not as powerful, known as "mywn mw'. This means that even
though a man is normally forbidden from being alone with two
women even by day, if his wife is one of them, he may be there
even with another woman, since his wife’s presence will deter
him from sin. This heter is not as strong as the previous one
when the husband is deterring his wife which helps even if he is
anywhere in the city; here it works only as long as the wife is in
the house or expected back momentarily 2).
Applications. The following are practical applications of this heter:
1) Night. This heter works even at night and a lady can sleep
over in the home of a married couple 3). Even though many of
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the other shomrim (guards) are not matir when they are
asleep, a wife will generally not sleep well as long as another
woman is around, and it is permitted @. Even when this logic
does not apply, e.g. when the visiting woman entered the
house after his wife had fallen asleep, it is still permitted
because of the husband’s concern of his wife’s presence (5).

2) pa o ab. If the visiting lady is friendly with the man, like a
niece or other relative, the hefer still applies. Thus, a girl can
stay in the house with her uncle, since her aunt is there too.

3) Gentile Couple. Just like the leniency of "»ya nbya’ does not
work with a gentile couple because their standards of #znius
are different than ours, similarly a Jewish lady cannot be in
the same house as a gentile just because his wife (the gentile)
is also in the house. However, a Jewish man can be in the
same house as a gentile lady, if his wife is nearby.

Ongoing Longtime Basis. Even though a visiting lady can

rely that there is no yichud problem since the man’s wife is

nearby, to do so in an ongoing manner is undesirable ). If
there is a TN - a great need, like when a man’s mother-in-
law or stepdaughter need to stay in his house, the custom is to
be lenient. A seminary girl who is boarding by a couple and
there are no other shomrim in the house is relying on the heter
on an ongoing basis and a Rav should be consulted to
determine the need and the circumstances (7).

4)

see AW FTWT RWT

R’ Boruch Teoumim Frankel zt”’] (Marganisa D’Rav) would say:
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“TIN DRI N NWN D ONYT 8 MN' - Rashi tells us that Avraham Avinu did not know how beautiful his wife Sarah
was because he never looked at her. How is this possible? If Avraham kept all the mitzvos in the Torah, how could he
marry a woman without seeing her first? The reason why a man must see his future wife before marrying her is so that
he should not find anything displeasing and come to despise her. But Avraham Avinu only had love in his heart. He

couldn’t despise her - or anyone else for that matter - if he tried! Thus, there really was no need for him to even look!

R’ Yosef Tzvi Salant zt”’] (Be’er Yosef) would say:
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Py NNN YN TN DN W' - The angel who found Hagar alone in the desert told her to return to Sarah, her
mistress, ‘and suffer under her hand.” Why must she go back to suffer? Couldn’t she go back and avoid Sarah, so as not to
endure any further pain? In truth, though, the angel was telling Hagar something deep and insightful. You ran away from
Sarah because she was ‘inflicting’ you? Well, go back to that ‘suffering’ because it is your lot. Sarah means it in your best
interest because she is righteous. It could be worse. You could suffer under someone else, someone much worse!”

A Wise Man would say:

“Life is too short to squander. Don’t go through life. Grow through life!”

Special Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs Shloime
Schlesinger on the Bar Mitzvah of their son,
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Chazal tell us that traveling is often hazardous to one’s health. One encounters numerous mishaps while on the road,
including losing one’s way, getting into accidents, weariness, and the always popular running out of gas. But for one
individual, the worst mishap he encountered on his cross-country trip was ... forgetting his Gemara at home!

For years, Simcha Mann, the son of R’ Meir Zelig Mann zt”1, Executive Director of Telshe Yeshivah in Cleveland, Ohio,
never missed a day of Daf Yomi. R’ Meir Zelig himself, had a daily seder in Daf Yomi that he kept for 63 years! - with R’
Chaim Stein zt”’], the R”Y of Telshe. With his father’s constant urging, Simcha made his father proud and would not let any-
thing get between him and his daily daf. On days that he was unable to make it to his regular shiur, he would call his father
and learn over the phone. His trusted Gemara never left his side and he was careful to take it with him wherever he went.

Living in Cleveland, Simcha was used to traveling - his minivan had logged many thousands of miles between Chicago,
Toronto, Detroit, New York and dozens of cities in between. On one such trip - in the mid-1980’s - to see a specialist in
Virginia, Simcha borrowed a minivan and began the long ten-hour trek with his wife and young son. Almost three hours into
the drive, he suddenly recoiled in shock and horror! He pulled over to the side and quickly rummaged through his belongings,
frantically turning the van inside out. With tears in his eyes, he delivered the verdict to his wife: he forgot his Gemara at
home. How would he learn the day’s daf? What should he do? Where would he find a Gemara in the middle of ... nowhere?

Simcha began to think. His father had told him that not long ago, someone donated a brand new fax machine to Telshe
Yeshivah. The technology for fax machines was invented a long time ago, however, fax machines did not become popular
with consumers until the 1980’s. It was a novelty item that most businesses - let alone individuals - had not yet installed, but
Simcha thought that if he could locate a fax machine along the route, perhaps his father could send him the day’s daf.

He called his father and explained his predicament. His father could hear the pain in Simcha’s voice and reassured him,
quoting the famous dictum: PN 92 TN 727 PX” - “Don’t worry, Simcha,” he said, “nothing will stand in your way if
you really want to find a solution.” R” Meir Zelig then began asking him a series of question. Where exactly was he calling
from? What town was he in? Where exactly was he heading? How much gas was in his car? What was his average speed?

After a few more questions, R’ Meir Zelig told his son, “Okay, here’s what you should do. When you stop to refuel, try to
locate a hotel in that town and let’s hope they have a fax machine. Meanwhile, I will make copies of the next few days’ Daf
Yomi, and when you get to the hotel, I will fax it to you.” Simcha hung up the phone feeling much more optimistic.

With his wife continuing to encourage him, Simcha drove for another few hours before he had to stop for gas. With his
gauge reading empty, he pulled off the highway and into the nearest town. First, he filled up his tank and then he began to
search for a hotel. As fate would have it, there were five hotels in the local vicinity. Simcha went into the first one - a Hyatt
- and asked if they had a fax machine. They did not, he was told. The same thing happened when he went into the
Sheraton, Hilton and Holiday Inn. Nobody had a fax machine. Feeling discouraged, Simcha was ready to move on when
his wife said, “Look, there’s one more motel. Maybe they have one.” The establishment in question could hardly be called
a motel. It was rundown and seedy, and Simcha was quite sure it was a waste of time. But upon the insistence of his wife,
he decided to give it a try. He pulled open the hanging screen door and the screech of the hinges hurt his ears. An Indian
man was siting behind the front desk and the instant Simcha walked inside, the man jumped out of his chair. “Are you a
rabbi?” he asked with a heavy accent, to which Simcha nodded. Smiling broadly, the man picked up what appeared to be a
roll of papers. “Here,” he said, holding it out. “This fax came a little while ago and I am supposed to give it to the rabbi.”

Shocked, Simcha took the papers. It was a printout of the Daf Yomi! His father had figured out exactly where he would
be based on his speed, trajectory and amount of fuel, and found the only motel in town with a fax machine. Knowing that
Simcha would not give up, he faxed the Daf Yomi ahead of time, and told the man at the front desk to expect a “rabbi.”

Swn: When a poor Talmid Chacham was unable to find the
funds needed to marry off his daughter, R’ Levi Yitzchok of
Berditchev zt”’]l undertook to go around and collect money
for him. In one city, R” Levi Yitzchok came to the home of a
wealthy man who fancied himself a Chassidishe Rebbe. He
would see people, take kvitlach, and offer heartfelt blessings.
Upon his arrival, the Rebbe asked R’ Levi Yitzchok why
he had come and when he learned it was a matter of
Hachnosas Kallah, he began to offer long-winded blessings

Simcha called his father and thanked him deeply - and then together, they learned the day’s daf over the phone.
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that the father of the bride should see much hatzlacha and
find the means to marry off his daughter with great ease.

The Kedushas Levi turned to the “Rebbe” and said, “The
Torah tells us that when Malki Tzedek went out to greet
Avraham Avinu, 'y 0N 230 - he brought out food and
drink, and only afterwards “wx" 15792 - he blessed him.”

The Rebbe smiled and offered another blessing but R’
Levi Yitzchok cut him off. “You are doing it wrong,” he said.
“First, you must give - and only afterwards you can bless!”
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“And Avram moved to the mountain, east of Beth El, and he pitched his tent; Beth El to the west and Aiy to the east ... and
he called in the name of Hashem.” The meforshim are puzzled by the Torah’s description of the location of Avraham’s tent.
He pitched it on an unknown mountain with Beth El to its east. Why must the Torah go on to tell us that Beth El was to the
west of the mountain? Any child would understand that if the mountain is on the eastern side, the city is on the western side!

In order to answer this question, let me tell you about a large city in Lithuania named Lida. It had parks, hotels and a
huge population. However, whenever a Jew would ask directions to get to Lida, he was invariably told, “Lida is right next
to Radin.” Now as we know, Radin was a tiny village. Its claim to fame was that it was the home of the Gadol Hador, the
holy Chofetz Chaim zt”1, and where he built his renowned yeshivah. Although in the eyes of the world it was small, in the
world of Yiddishkeit, Radin was a global capital, while Lida, the big city, was nothing more than a hick town that happened
to be located near Radin! Thus, when Avraham Avinu relocated to this unknown obscure mountain, which was to the east
of the city of Beth EIL, it took on a new status, a new importance, due to the fact that the Tzaddik Avraham made his home
there. The Torah is giving us a vivid description so as to tell us that if one would ask directions to the large city of Beth El,
they would be invariably be told that this city is to the west of the mountain where Avraham Avinu lived!

In Boro Park, there is a large synagogue named “Beth EL.”” It was home to great Rabbanim and Chazzanim throughout the
years. Everyone knew it as a landmark in Brooklyn. However, after the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam zt”1
moved his chassidus to Boro Park, and built his Beis Medrash directly across the street, if someone wanted to know where
Beth El was, the answer was, “right across from Bobov!” As they say in Real Estate, “Location, location, location ....!

The Gemara tells us, says R Chaim Pinchos Scheinber
DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH 4 :

zt”], that the exact opposite is true: “Greater is the one who is
e-3)... TIN 5}:& LAN TTREM 151 7T DD bapNd B A commanded and does than one who is not commanded and
vraham Avinu was commanded by Hashem to leave the

does.” (N9 yw1p). Tosfos explains that since the one who is
familiar surroundings of his home and to wander among commanded has more concern and worry over the prospect of

failure than the one who is not commanded, his reward is
greater. The quality of the reward lies not in the accomplish-
ment of the act, but in the weight of responsibility one
assumes in carrying it out. If the self-motivated individual
fails, the loss is his own. He can handle it because he brought
it on himself. But the one who is commanded cannot risk
failure, for Hashem expects and demands success from him.
In the end, Lot did not become a Tzaddik. As a result of a
monetary dispute between his shepherds and those of his
uncle, Lot separated from Avraham and traveled away, both
physically and spiritually. Though he originally felt the
initiative to follow Avraham, when the test came, Lot chose
the road to Sodom, fulfilling his innermost desire for riches.

strangers in foreign lands. He tested him in order to bring out
an even deeper level of service. Due to the difficulty of this
test, Avraham grew in stature and became a 7zaddik.

Lot, Avraham’s nephew, stood in stark contrast to his
uncle. He, too, left Ur Kasdim, though he was not
commanded to do so. He followed Avraham, which was a
great act of loyalty to his uncle’s belief in Hashem. Lot did
not have to leave; he chose to leave. Common sense would
dictate that Lot is more commendable than Avraham, and
that Lot’s great accomplishment should earn him a reward
far greater than Avraham’s. Logically, a person who decides
of his own accord to serve Hashem should be on a higher
level than a person who is commanded to do so.
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Hashem appears to Avraham and tells him that he will have children! Not only that, but Hashem takes him outside and
commands him to look up at the stars and count them. Rashi tells us that the Almighty lifted Avraham out of the universe! He

literally took him into space and showed him the stars from above, informing him, “So shall be your children.” Why was this
necessary? Couldn’t Hashem have shown him the stars from earth and told him that his children will be as numerous as these?
The answer that Rashi provides shows a deeper insight into the nature of the Jewish people and our position and potential in
the world. Hashem was showing Avraham that his progeny - Am Yisroel - is the only nation that is not bound by nature. We are
ABOVE the world which means we have no set fate. No zodiac sign or horoscope can determine our destiny because we are
“out of this world” - not bound by any laws of nature. This means that we control our own Mazel - Fate! Every person in the
world has a set course which is his fate. There are astrologers who can look into the stars and tell us what will transpire in the
world. But a Jew can change all of that with repentance, prayer and good deeds. He can change his fate by changing his place
or changing his name which is his essence. A Jew can always change! This is probably one of the most empowering messages
that we all need to comprehend! Sometimes in life we feel stuck! We feel powerless to extricate ourselves from painful or
harmful situations. We tell ourselves “It is what it is!” - but that is not so! If you are a Jew, a descendant of Avraham Avinu,
then “It is not what it is, it is what you make it!” Hashem gives us an incredible gift - the gift of life - and along with it an
incredible opportunity! We can and we must raise ourselves up and beyond the natural. Nothing is beyond the power of a Jew!




