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S®n3: This is the sobering thought that we must know: Our
value is not determined by what we have or what others
think we have, but rather by how we make use of all that
Hashem has given us, each person according to his potential.

A SERICS IN HALACHA

No matter if one is wealthy and another is struggling, the
Torah’s lesson is that we are all equal in His eyes and we all
have a unique and individual value. How much are we
worth? This is only calculated after we have left this world.
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (21)
Saying the Name of Hashem: Reciting ‘‘Adon Olam’’ Daily.

any reason, he should simply say “Jay’s Witnesses.”
An Associated Minhag. Based on the above concept, there is a

In Sefer Taamei Minhagim () it says that reciting the fefillah
known as "02 )IN' each day, is a way of being yon properly.
In this praise, there are mentioned all the connotations of the
various Names of Hashem. One should recite it, having in mind
that whenever in davening he says the Name of Hashem, it is
with the proper kavanah mentioned in "O>W PN,

Proper Pronunciation of Hashem’s Name. It is appropriate
now to mention a common but serious mistake that many people
make. In the Name »--7-N, the vowel after the letter 7" is a ©n
and one should pronounce it as such, the same as every other
0pin. Some people mistakenly say a 7 Pn or a N

Not Pronouncing the Name n-vn- as it is Written. The
Gemara () says that it is a grave sin to pronounce this Name as it
is written. Rather it is pronounced “A-d-o-n-o-i”” as we do. This
is brought down as halacha in the Mishna Berura 3). There is a
group of gentiles who call themselves “J-—'s Witnesses.” It
might not be prohibited to say this name because the “J”
pronunciation at the beginning of the name is not the way we
pronounce the letter “Y”” which is at the beginning of Hashem'’s
Name. Still it is better to not even come close or appear to
pronounce the name, and if one has to refer to these people for

9994 -_-)’J@I()\’: ﬂ#}ﬂ& !‘((ﬂ

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT”’L (Sefas Emes) would say:

custom that helps one to not come close in any away to saying
the Name of Hashem in vain. This is in the korbonos section of
davening, and the words of the Gemara @), which start with: »N"
"NoWHN 770 Y7o MN. If one runs together the last letter of the
first word (»ax) with the letters of the second word, it can sound
like the forbidden pronunciation. Therefore, one should make a
small break between the words »N and mn. Some even change
the word from "mn" (Aramaic) to "’ (Hebrew).

Spelling out the Name. The Baalei Tosfos ) write that even
spelling the Name out letter by letter is prohibited. One should
therefore not write or say “Yud” then “Hay” but rather “Yud,
Kay.” Similarly, when saying the "1 owd" of the Ariza’l, one
should say “Kay” instead of “Hay” or say ¥'n yma 7 m. This
stringency of Tosfos only applies to the Name 1-1-n- and not to
»)-7-X (6. NOTE: In this column, the Name is spelled with a
dash between each letter, so that there should be no issur of
Mechikas Hashem (Erasing the Name) if one tears it.

Saying the Word *“G-d.” One is permitted to say “G-d” in a
respectful manner such as “Thank G-d,” etc. One can also say
the Hebrew name A-d-o-n-o-i in tefillos that he makes up and in
the Zemiros of Shabbos ().

A PITMID (2) HNIW NTAYN DY V) MIN (1)
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P07 NI MWD Y (7)'N a19D Dva

“‘The Luchos were the work of G-d, and the writing was the writing of G-d.” What was so remarkable about the
Luchos, and why were they even necessary, considering that the Jewish people had already heard the Ten
Commandments from Hashem directly? The answer is that when the Ten Commandments were inscribed in stone,
they were simultaneously engraved upon the heart of every Jew forever and ever, as it states, "725 m> 5y MmN’ -
‘Write them on the tablet of your heart.” (Mishlei 7-3) This, indeed, was truly ‘a work of G-d.”

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ben Attar ZT”’L (Ohr HaChayim Hakadosh) would say:
“mawn NX O8I M nwy. The word ey should be translated not as, ‘And they shall guard,’ but rather as,
‘And they shall anticipate.’ This is in relation to the description of Yaakov Avinu with regard to the dreams of his son

Yosef: (0~ PWNII) 210 NN W YANY - ‘And his father (anxiously) awaited the fulfillment of the thing (Yosef’s
dreams).” Similarly, every Jew should not simply ‘guard’ the sanctity of Shabbos, but rather he should anticipate it.
One should not enter the holy Shabbos complacently, or consider it a burden, but rather await it with great
eagerness, as one would await the arrival of a most revered guest.”
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A Wise Man would say:

“You know what’s worse than losing your eyesight? Losing your vision.”
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In the holy city of Jerusalem, one of the pillars of the Sephardic Torah community, is the famous Porat Yosef Yeshivah,
which was founded close to 100 years ago (1914) to preserve Sephardic Jewry and produce outstanding Torah scholars
who would perpetuate Sephardic teachings and tradition. A philanthropist from Calcutta, India, Yosef Avraham Shalom,
played a major role in the founding of the yeshivah. This Jew from India had a big heart and after learning of the diseases
that were rampant in Jerusalem and its environs, he wished to build a hospital in the Holy Land to see to the people’s
physical needs. He wrote a letter to the Gadol Hador, Chacham Yosef Chayim ZT”’L of Baghdad, the Ben Ish Chai,
and informed him of his plans. The Ben Ish Chai wrote back with the following response: “Open a yeshivah, not a
hospital. Although, it is important to build a hospital in Yerushalayim, however, many people will be eager to grab that
mitzvah, while very few appreciate the value of Torah study, which is sorely needed.” Avraham Shalom heeded the Ben
Ish Chai’s advice, and contributed a vast sum of money for the founding of Porat Yosefin the Old City of Jerusalem.

Inaugurated in 1923, the yeshivah soon filled with young eager pupils. One of the early students of the yeshivah was R’
Yehudah Tzadka ZT”’L, who joined soon after his Bar Mitzvah, and remained to learn - and eventually to teach - Torah
in this same institution for the next seventy years. A brilliant young mind, R’ Yehuda’s influence on the yeshivah grew
year by year, and after he married, he was asked to become its Menahel Ruchani, a spiritual mentor. In that capacity, his
sole concern was the welfare of his students who, in turn, loved and esteemed him. Years later, when the Rosh Yeshivah,
Chacham Ezra Attia ZT”’L, passed away, it was unanimously agreed that R’ Yehuda Tzadka should replace him.

During the Jordanian siege of the Old City in the 1948 War of Independence, the yeshivah building was under constant
attack. However, Porat Yosef’s students continued to study with valor. In the end, though, the Jordanians gained the upper
hand and captured the Old City. Among those taken captive by the Jordanians was the rosh yeshivah’s son, R’ Yosef Attia,
who was later released. Determined not to close down the yeshivah, R’ Yehuda Tzadka established groups of students and
study sessions in numerous synagogues throughout Geula, Katamon and the Bucharian quarter in the new city. But it was
not a sustainable option and a centralized building was imperative for the future of the yeshivah. Soon a suitable plot of
land was located and acquired, and plans to construct a new building in the Geula section were launched. R’ Yehuda
traveled abroad to raise funds for the building, despite the fact that leaving Eretz Yisroel was very difficult for him.

Eventually, the yeshivah raised enough money to build a new facility. At last, the joyous day arrived: 26 of Kislev 5715
(1954), the day on which the cornerstone of the new building would be laid. Peering at the empty plot of land, R’ Yehudah
excitedly asked his nephew, Rav Narim Eliyahu, “Do you hear what I hear? The heartbeat of our fellow Jews?”’

His nephew looked around. “Uncle,” he said, “I hear the pounding of hoes and hammers. That is all.”
“No, Narim,” R’ Yehudah said quietly, “These are the beats and rhythms of the pure hearts of Am Yisroel.”

Upon further verification, Rav Narim learned what his uncle had only sensed deep inside his inner recesses. On the very
morning of the ceremony, to which many Jerusalem Rabbanim, among them R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”’L, R’ Yitzchok
Nissim ZT”L and R’ Yitzchok Herzog ZT”’L, had been invited, the laborers who were supposed to prepare the ground for
the cornerstone ceremony did not arrive. Every moment was crucial and the yeshivah’s administration was very upset.

Suddenly, scores of Iranian Jews were seen marching toward the plot of land, hoes and hammers in their hands. They
asked Rav Narim where the ground had to be leveled. Assuming that these were the laborers who had been hired instead
of those who hadn’t shown up to work, he pointed out the correct area and the men began to work.

However, it soon became clear that these “laborers” were none other than members of R’ Yehuda’s synagogue who,
having heard about the dilemma, had come to the site in order to actively particjpate in the preparation of the land on which
the yeshivah would be built.
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SwB: A poor fellow was once collecting money, when he
came upon a wealthy man sitting on the porch of his villa,
counting his money. The poor fellow shook his fistful of
coins to get the wealthy man’s attention, but the wealthy man
was in the middle of making an inventory of his wealth and
he couldn’t be interrupted. The poor man was intrigued and
decided to sit down and empty out his pockets from all the
coins that he had collected, in order to take his “inventory.”
He began to make neat stacks of his few coins, but the
wealthy man just laughed at him. He explained that he had

to make an inventory because of his huge wealth, but for the
poor man there was no purpose. The poor man answered
that in truth there wasn’t much difference between them.

“I have spoken to those who know and they have assured
me that the difference between you and me is only nine gold
coins!” The wealthy man asked the poor man to explain his
enigmatic words. The poor man smiled and obliged.

“The head of the Chevra Kadisha (Burial Society) told
me that the fachrichim (burial shrouds) for a wealthy man
cost ten gold coins - but for a poor man it only cost one!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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R’ Yaakov Galinsky Shlit’a was once invited to a
wedding, which was scheduled to take place promptly, in
order to make the chupah before Shekia (sunset). Everyone
was ready on time; the bride, groom, both sets of relatives,
the guests, caterer and orchestra. The only person who had
yet to arrive was the Mesader Kiddushin, the groom’s Rosh
Yeshivah. Although the chupah was supposed to be on time,
in the end, the Rabbi walked in a full hour late, and Shekia
was unavoidably missed. A number of prominent guests
made comments to the Rosh Yeshivah, but he shrugged
them off and couldn’t understand what was the big deal.

At the meal, R’ Yaakov found himself sitting next to the
Rosh Yeshivah, and he engaged him in conversation. “The
gemara (N2 7Mw) tells us that Hillel the Elder had 80 pupils.
Half of them were so outstanding so as to be worthy of
having the Shechina rest upon them, like Moshe Rabbeinu.
The other half were so impressive that they had the power
to stop the sun in the sky, like Yehoshua bin Nun.”

R’ Yaakov paused for a moment and then asked, “I don’t
understand. To have the Shechina on them - that is truly
amazing. But stopping the sun - why is that even necessary?”

“It must be,” said R’ Yaakov, “that Moshe Rabbeinu was
sitting in his tent learning. He never came out. But if so, who
would be Mesader Kiddushin for the hundreds of thousands
of weddings that took place in the desert? Obviously, his prime
student Yehoshua did the honors. But how can one single
man possibly conduct so many ceremonies all by himself -
and all before Shekia, of course? That is why it was necessary
for him to stop the sun - so he can get them all in on time!”

The Rosh Yeshivah laughed heartily until R’ Yaakov
concluded, “That was what I thought - until today when I
realized that even when a wedding is scheduled to start on
time before Shekia, it can still be forced to start after nightfall!
So now .... I ask YOU for an answer to my question!”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ... ﬂ-_)m”) ﬂ;z-_-)ﬂ
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Moshe descended the mountain to the sound of merry
-making in the camp of Israel. Upon seeing the Golden Calf
and the manner in which the people served it, Moshe threw
down the Luchos in anger and shattered them into pieces.
After he dealt with the idolators, Hashem told him to prepare
a second set of Luchos, like the first one, and to ascend the
mountain again, alone, with these stones. The Medrash
Tanchuma contrasts these instructions to those regarding
the first Luchos, which were given before the entire nation
amidst thunder and lightning and smoke on Mount Sinai.

The Medrash points out that because the first Luchos were
given with great publicity, they were affected by an “Ayin
Hara” - “evil eye” and had no permanence. Even though
Hashem brought about all this publicity, a negative “eye” still
attached to it. The lesson culled by the Medrash is: Nothing
can be more successful than that which is done modestly.

However, this Medrash can be understood on a deeper
level. The famed Kotzker Rebbe, R> Menachem Mendel
Morgenstern ZT”L denotes that because the first Luchos
had been given with such great fanfare and publicity, amidst
loud thunder and streaks of lightning, they acquired their
holiness much more directly from the Almighty, than from
the people. On the other hand, the second set of Luchos was
given to the Jewish people modestly, to the extent that it had
to be sought out by the people; the Luchos could not be
effective unless the people actually wanted them. Only that
which is acquired by one’s wishes and desires combined
with one’s efforts, can attain permanence. That which
comes without effort has much less chance of continuity.

In fact, adds the Kotzker, the Navi Micha calls the people
to modesty, as the posuk reads: “What does the Lord
require of you ... to walk modestly (n235 ¥ixn) with Hashem
your G-d.” The requirement is upon you; your efforts must
be expended in order to achieve that goal.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHHLOMO
(1-25) ... 71201 533 MO WP DIME WK T T M0
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The fact that the Jewish people sinned with the Golden Calf is something that we are suffering from until this very day. The
magnitude of this action is so great and the ramifications are extremely far-reaching. R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a explains

this tremendous atrocity by zeroing in on one small word: "3n" - “Quick.” He says that everyone is human and we all have free
will, which means that we make mistakes. It is true that Bnei Yisroel made a terrible mistake, but the fact that they fell so fast is
an even greater tragedy. When one is faced with a test, a nisayon, a decision needs to be made fast! One must take a stand and
fight against his yetzer hara! Just putting up a battle will allow him to slow down the evil influences that surround him.

We may even “borrow” a tactic that our greatest enemy uses to make us sin. We can take the concept of "y " - “Tomorrow”
that Amalek utilized in the desert, to make us push off doing mitzvos. The posuk states: "9 Ponya onon 70"~ Go out and fight
Amalek with the power of MACHAR. Amalek/Yetzer Hara tells us, “Of course you should learn Torah and do mitzvos, but
not NOW, do it TOMORROW!” This idea can be turned around and utilized to fight against the Amalek inside us that tries to
make us sin. The difference between "1" and "1 is a little tiny piece, that symbolizes that tiny little second it takes for one
to fall, and begin a long slippery descent to the lowest of the low. We must jump QUICKLY - "n1" - to do the will of Hashem,
but when something is wrong or even questionable, we must say, “Let me wait till TOMORROW. Let me think it through.”
Surely by then we will have the time to gather our strengrh to overcome and emerge victorious from even the most difficult tests!




