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(áë-ãé) íìàîùîå íðîéî äîç íäì íéîäå äùáéá íéä êåúá ìàøùé éðá åàáéå
 åðúùð äîå æ"ò éãáåò åììäå æ"ò éãáåò åììä ïòè íéøöî ìù øùù ùøãîá àúéà    

 äù÷ äøåàëìå .ù"ééò äøåúä úà ìá÷ì ìàøùé ïéãéúòù äùî áéùä æ"ò ?åìàî åìà
 ïëìå ,øáãá åéä íéñåðà ë"àå øää úééôë é"ò äøåúä úà é"ðá åìá÷ù òåãé àäã

?íéøöî ìù åøù ìà äùî ìù åöåøéúá ò"öå ?íäì àéä úåëæ äæéà
 åðúùð éàãåã ,óñåé éøáã 'ñá ,ì"öæ éìäàãøòñî òáàùè óñåé ø"åîâä ùøôîå    

 ùéù ìàøùé ë"àùî ,ïåãæáå èìçåî ïåöøá æ"ò éãáåò åéä íäù ,íéøöîî ìàøùé
 úåáåúë) 'îâá ú÷åìçî àúéà äðäå .ùîî åéä íéñåðà úîàá éë ñðåà úðòè íäì

 àáø ìáà ,ïåöøë åðéã ì"åä ïåöøá åôåñå ñðåàá åúìéçúã ìàåîùã äåáà ì"ñã (:àð
 ìù øùã ì"ö ë"àå .ñðåàë åðéã ì"åä ïåöøá åôåñå ñðåàá åúìéçúã øáåñå åéìò ÷ìåç

 éðá íà åìéôà éë åìàî åìà åðúùð äî äù÷ä ë"òå ì"ñ ìàåîùã äåáàë íéøöî
 .ïåöøë íðéã ì"åä ë"àå ïåöøá íôåñ ìáà ,äìéçúá íéñåðà ìàøùé

 äù÷ àì íéøöî åøù úééùå÷ã åéúåðòè íåúñì äæá äùî åì áéùä äôé íðîà    
 ë"à ,ñðåà ì"åä ïåöøá åôåñå ñðåàá åúìéçúã øîåì àåä àøáñä íàã ,êùôð äîî

 êôéää 'éì àøéáñ íàå .ùîî øáãá íéñåðà íä ìàøùéã ïåéë ììë äðòè íåù ïéà
 àìå ,äøåúä ìá÷ì ïéãéúòã ì"é ë"à ,ïåöøë åðéã ì"åä ïåöøá åôåñå ñðåàá åúìéçúã

.ïåöøë íðéã ì"åä ïåöøá åôåñã ïåéë øää úééôëî éãéî äù÷

(à-åè) 'åëå øîàì åøîàéå 'äì úàæä äøéùä úà ìàøùé éðáå äùî øéùé æà
 øîà .äøéù øîåì úøùä éëàìî åù÷á äòù äúåàá (:èì ïéøãäðñ) 'îâá àúéà     
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(åë-ãé) 'åâå åéùøô ìòå åáëø ìò íéøöî ìò íéîä åáùéå íéä ìò êãé úà äèð
     Chazal teach us that "óåñ íé úòéø÷ë íãà ìù åéúåðåæî ïéù÷" - "The livelihood 
of man is as difficult as the splitting of the Red Sea." But the question is: Is it 
possible for something to be considered "difficult" for Hashem? He, who is 
called "ìåëé ìëä" - "(Able) to do all" does not find anything "difficult".
     Explains the holy Rizhiner Rebbe, R' Yisroel of Rizhin ZT"L, after the 
Jews went through the split sea with the Egyptians fast on their heels, the posuk 
states, "åðúéàì ø÷á úåðôì íéä áùéå" - "The sea returned to its strength when the 
morning appeared." Chazal interpret the word "åðúéàì" - "To its strength" as 
"åàðúì" - "To its condition." When Hashem created the sea, a condition was put 
into place whereby the sea would go against its nature and open up a pathway 
for Bnei Yisroel, at the appropriate time. It was shown the souls of the Jewish 
people and ordered to part for these souls. Afterwards, the sea was to return 
back to its natural state. However, coming out of slavery and bitter exile for 
many years, the Jews were ravished and tarnished. When the sea saw them, it 
refused to split. "These are not the souls I was shown when I was created!" 
Since the Yam Suf was being difficult, Hashem was forced to split it Himself.
     This is true, as well, with regard to a person's livelihood. When a soul is 
created, its livelihood is shown the soul and told, "You belong to this pure 
soul." Yet, down on earth, the soul can become enwrapped in äàîåè - impurity, 
allowing it to become blackened and unworthy, and unrecognizable to its own 
livelihood. Here too, force is necessary to bind the two together! 

R' Elchonon Wasserman ZT"L HY"D would say:
     "The words of the gemara illuminate one's mind and force him to think 
straight. Not just in learning, but even in commercial enterprises. After I've 
studied a little, Hashem helps me to give sound advice."

A Man of the Village once said:
     "The nice thing about living in a small, close-knit community is that when 
you don't know what you're doing - at least someone else does!"

R' Avrohom Yeshaya Karelita ZT"L (Chazon Ish) would say:
     "Shlomo Hamelech writes, "Wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness." 
(Koheles 2-13) Know that wisdom to the wise is a thousand times more sweet 
than dripping honeycombs to the palates of fools!"
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went down and stayed down. Shocked, the grocer murmured, "I can't believe 
what I'm seeing." He had no choice but to put the groceries on the other side of 
the scale. The scales did not balance as he continued to put more and more 
groceries on until the scales could hold no more. And it still wouldn't balance!
     Finally, he grabbed the piece of paper off the scales and looked at it with 
wide eyes. It was not a grocery list at all; it was actually a prayer which read, 
"Please G-d, You know my needs and I am leaving this in Your hands." The 
stunned grocer gave her the groceries that he had placed on the scale and stood 
in awed silence as she thanked him and left the store. The wealthy customer 
handed him a fifty-dollar bill and said, "This should cover it. And believe me, 
it was worth every penny!"
     It wasn't until later that day that the burly grocer discovered that his scale 
was actually broken and only one side would go down! But he did understand, 
all too well, that only G-d knows the full weight of a heartfelt prayer!

 (æé-âé) íòä íçðé ïô íé÷ìà øîà éë...íé÷ìà íçð àìå íòä úà äòøô çìùá éäéå
     The Torah states, "The Almighty did not lead them by the land of the 
Philistines, for the Almighty said perhaps the people will regret (leaving 
Egypt) when they see warfare and will return to Egypt." How is it possible that 
after all that the Jewish people suffered in Egypt for so many years, and after 
seeing all of the miracles that the Almighty performed for them, that they 
could even consider going back? They were obviously smart enough to realize 
that if Hashem did miracles to redeem them, he would surely protect them 
from their enemies in the desert?
     R' Yehuda Leib Chasman ZT"L comments that a person is a mixture of a 
body and a soul, physicality and spirituality. As a result, even when a person is 
on a very high spiritual level, he can still fall back down. One needs constant 
vigilance. At any given moment a person can become extremely elevated. 
However, if he panics and behaves in an immature way he can lose that lofty 
plateau. Although the Bnei Yisroel had a great awareness of Hashem and His 
salvation, there always remained the threat that it could be lost in a short time. 
Their high spiritual level could come crashing down.    
     This same concept, though, can give one hope. If one can fall quickly, one 
can pick himself up quickly, too. Never despair when you feel that you are on a 
low level. If you are sincerely resolved to climb spiritually, you have the 
ability to instantaneously put yourself back on the path of life. Realize that you 
can obtain great heights at any moment if you have the determination to do so! 
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 åù÷ä øáëå .ë"ò äøéù íéøîåà íúàå íéá íéòáåè éãé äùòî ä"á÷ä íäì
 íäì ïúð àìå äøéù øîåì åù÷á íåø éëàìîã åðéáø äùî òãéã øçàîã íéùøôîä

 éøä ?ìàøùé éðáå àåä øéùì úàæë äùò êéà ë"à ,"íéòáåè éãé äùòî" úðòèî úåùø
?íéëàìîä äàøù äîî òðîéì äùîì åì äéä ,ä"áå÷ äéî÷ àçéð àì éà

 úîàáù ,ãåã ùàø 'ñá ,ì"öæ éàìåæà ãåã óñåé íééç ø"åîâä ,à"ãéçä øàéá àìà     
 øçàì ìáà ,íéúîå íéðåãð íéòùøäù ãåòá à÷åã åðééä äøéù øîåì ïúð àìù äî

 äúåàá" øîà÷ã éîð à÷ééãå .äøéù øîåì éøù æà ïéãä øîâðå åúî øáëù ñðä äìâúéù
 éãé äùòî"ù ä"á÷ä íäì áéùä êëå .äòù äúåàá à÷åã - "äøéù øîåì åù÷á äòù

 êìîä ãåã íâå .äøéù øîåì ïéà æàå ,íéðåãðå íéòáåè íãåòá åéä ïééãòù "íéá íéòáåè
 åîúé" 'àðù åîë ,íúìôî øçà ÷ø ,íéòùøä íéìôåð íäùë äøéù øîà àì ä"ò

 ."'ä úà éùôð éëøá" æàå ,íìåòá íðéà øáëù "íðéà ãåò íéòùøå íéàèç
 íàé÷äå åòáè øáë éë ,"íéä úôù ìò úî íéøöî úà ìàøùé àøéå" 'àðù äî åäæå     
 ïëì ,äòéáèä úòùá íãå÷ àìå ,ñðä äìâúð øáëù øçàå .íðéã øîâð øáëå äùáéì íéä

  .äøéù øîåì íéìåëé ïéãä øîâðù ïåéëã ,"úàæä äøéùä úà é"ðáå äùî øéùé æà"

 (é-ãé) 'ä úòåùé úà åàøå åáöéúä åàøéú ìà äùî øîàéå .. 'ä ìà ìàøùé éðá å÷òöéå
     A poor and disheveled woman walked into a grocery store. She approached 
the owner of the store behind the counter in a most humble manner and asked if 
he would allow her to charge a few groceries. She softly explained that her 
husband was very ill and unable to work, she had seven children and they 
needed food. She would do whatever it takes to pay him back if he would just 
allow her to buy on credit this one time.
     The grocer, a big gruff man, scoffed at her request and suggested that she 
leave his store if she had not the money. Visualizing her family's needs she 
pleaded again. "Please, sir, I will bring you the money as soon as I get it." The 
grocer was not the compassionate sort and threatened to have her forcibly 
removed if she did not leave on her own. He told her that he would absolutely 
not extend her credit and she had better leave. The woman was crestfallen and 
looked around the store for assistance of any kind. A well-to-do customer who 
overheard the conversation between the poor woman and the grocer said that he 
would cover the cost of whatever she needed for her family. But the grocer 
decided to have a little fun first. "Alright. I'll tell you what," he said to her, "put 
your grocery list on the scale and whatever your list weighs, I will give you that 
amount in food." 
     The woman at first didn't understand. But after considering it over for a 
moment, she reached into her purse, took out a piece of paper and scribbled 
something on it. She then laid the piece of paper on the scale carefully with her 
head bowed. The grocer and the customers stared in amazement as the scales 
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