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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ﬂw'y@‘%/ ﬂg&ﬂ

"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (117)
Kavod HaTorah: Honoring Talmidei Chachamim. In the
course of our series, we have discussed the halachos of standing
up for a Talmid Chacham, which is the most clearly detailed
honor mentioned in the Torah regarding Torah scholars. There
are a number of other Torah obligations that we are commanded
with regard to honoring Talmidei Chachamim, some written
clearly in the Torah and some hinted to in various posukim.

1) To Honor a Talmid Chacham as Mentioned in Gemara.
This is learned from the posuk, "jv »9 7' - “You shall
honor a Zaken.” () The Gemara () explains that a “Zaken”
refers to a Talmid Chacham who has acquired Torah wisdom.
Among other things, this refers to allowing a Talmid Chacham
to be first in shul, at a seudah, etc., as we will explain ['Y”’H.

2) To Fear a Talmid Chacham as Mentioned in Gemara.
This is learned from the posuk: "Nvn PpoN N TN - “Fear
Hashem your G-D.” 3) The Gemara @ explains that the word
"NN" comes to include Talmidei Chachamim. This obligates
us to never denigrate or degrade a Talmid Chacham in any
way. Even though this is a general application for all Yidden,
for a Talmid Chacham the sin is even greater (5).

3) To Love Talmidei Chachamim. Sefer Chareidim @) writes
that just as we derive from the word "nX" in the previous posuk
to include Talmidei Chachamim, similarly in the posuk,
"PPON'N AN TN - “You should love Hashem, your G-D,”
@ we learn that we must include Talmidei Chachamim as
well. This derasha can also be found in earlier sources ().
Even though there is a mitzvah to love every Jew, again, for a
Talmid Chacham the obligation is even stronger.

4) To Serve Talmidei Chachamim. The Chareidim ) adds that
we also derive the same inclusion from the posuk, TN OnTaw'
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"OPON N - “And you shall serve Hashem, your G-D.” (10)
This is what is stated in Maseches Derech Eretz Zuta (1)
“How does one honor Talmidei Chachamim? He should help
them eat and drink, help them put on their clothes and shoes,
and help them walk in and out.”

5) To Cleave to Talmidei Chachamim. The Gemara (12) learns
that the posuk, "paTh V' - “You should cleave to Him
(Hashem),” refers to cleaving to Talmidei Chachamim. The
Rambam (13) when he brings this mifzvah adds that it is in
order to learn from their deeds. The Gemara (14) gives many
examples how one can cleave to Talmidei Chachamim. In
simple terms, one who sits down to be with, or hear from, a
Talmid Chacham, or attends his shiur, fulfills this mitzvah.
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One Must Own His Own Portion - Chulin 94a
The Gemara relates how a guest once took his portion and gave it to|
his hosts’ child to eat. The host, however, had run out of food and
couldn't replenish the guest's portion. This embarrassed the hostI
immensely and a great tragedy occurred because of this. As a result, a

Takana was instituted that a guest may not give away his portion.
The Rema rules (»no y'nN) that if a guest is mekadesh a woman with
his portion, it is effective. The Taz asks from our Gemara that we see
one may not give it away, so his ownership is restricted. He, therefore,
rules it is a ywyp pov. Furthermore, in order to fulfill the mitzvah off
NN N on Pesach night, the matza must be yours (055). How can
a guest be nxw from the matza of his host if his ownership is
restricted? The Magen Avraham says that if there is enough food, then
the Takana is not cited. Rav Elyashiv zt”l says that the host should
specify that he is giving over all rights of this matza to his guest. If he
didn't say this, we can rely on the fact that the host wants his guest to
fulfill the mitzvah properly so it's as if he gave him all the rights.
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Chortkover Rebbe, R’ Duvid Moshe Friedman z¢”I would say:
“ONN NVYY NN IWN 01270 NON DR MINN DRI A NTY 93 NN NV 9NN - Moshe Rabbeinu gathered together the
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entire congregation of Brnei Yisroel and said to them: ‘These are the things which Hashem has commanded you to do.’
Every Jew approaches a mitzvah with his own thoughts and intentions, according to his intellect and understanding. Yet,
the physical performance of the mitzvah is carried out in the same manner by all. Moshe was able to assemble all the
Jews in true unity because the performance of mitzvos is common to all Jews, irrespective of other differences.”

R’ Chaim Volozhiner z¢”’I (Nefesh HaChaim) would say:

“MYT1) NNIANA NNONA OPOR MIINK XD - The Gemara (M) ™>d72) says: ‘Betzalel knew how to combine the letters by
which the heavens and earth were created.” The construction of the Mishkan was akin to the creation of the world. Just as
Hashem combined 'nnon’ (wisdom), 'nnan’ (understanding), and myT (knowledge), in creating the world, as it says in
Mishlei (0-3), ‘The Lord founded the earth with wisdom, established the heavens with understanding. With His knowledge
the depths were split,” so too, Betzalel was filled with these three attributes and used them to build a dwelling for Hashem.”

. « . . s . ,|  MazelTovtoth
A Wise Man would say: “A real friend is one, who when you’ve made a fool of yourself, lets you forget it. Bba:zeravkxd) 2
Printed By: Mailway Services, | Dedicated in Memo ? Meystel(Chi)Families
Serving Mosdos and Businesses e Do KEEP ﬂle power ﬂf our T ﬁla o

ofMoshe Spilman z”/
oIy A YT D 4 Y ¢
A%y * AR 25 ° ooy

. ontheengagementof
with respectful T'fila -together! | Naftati& Shira v

asut 2,080 verifiable signatures * 8554005164 * www.kvodshomayim.org Bamiac) s bUes = AP i

Worldwide Since 1980
(1-888-Mailway)




D3AY P ... JT1AK TUUD
(3-mF) 131775 Naw Naw W 05 T oW OTaY MoNDD MUpn o M

The Ohr HaChayim neighborhood in Bnei Brak is home to the Ohr HaChayim seminary founded by R’ Moshe Pardo z¢”’I,
noted educator and master of chessed, in 1952 upon the advice of the Chazon Ish z£”l. For Sephardic gitls from kindergarten up
to high school, the school serves children from disadvantaged homes, and gives them a chance to earn a livelihood. The school
also helps make shidduchim so they could marry. Ohr HaChayim seminary still exists today, serving 1,500 students.

One Shabbos afternoon, the idyllic stillness of Bnei Brak was broken by the sounds of an automobile driving speedily
through the streets. This is a most uncommon sight as cars are not permitted on the streets of the Chareidi city, and it was a
wonder that the car managed to get past the metal barriers and onto the city streets. As is common in many places in Israel, the
screams of “Shabbos” followed the car wherever it went, but it did little to deter the driver or even slow him down. The man
behind the wheel was on a mission and barely even slowed down until he pulled up in front of the Ohr HaChayim seminary.

Instantly, the car was surrounded by dozens of angrily shouting Brei Brak residents - adults and children alike - all yelling
“Shabbos” at the top of their lungs. Of course, the car was muktza so nobody touched it, but the driver inside the car seemed
to be genuinely intimidated by the massive crowd he had created with his mad dash through the streets of Bnei Brak.

Suddenly, a formidable man with a long beard walked toward the crowd and called out, “Please, I beg of all of you, move
away from the car. Disperse now and leave the man be.” It took a few minutes but eventually, the crowd dispersed enough for
the young man behind the wheel to cautiously open the door to his car. “Shabbat Shalom,” were the first words out of the
mouth of R’ Moshe Pardo, as he attempted to put the young man at ease. “Come, please, you can be my Shabbat guest.”

“Do you work here?”” asked the driver. R’ Moshe smiled and nodded. “Okay, good. I need to speak to a student here right
away. It’s very urgent!” Without missing a beat, R” Moshe said, “Of course. And who might you be?”

“T am her brother. I have come to get her. Our father passed away this morning and the family sent me to pick her up and
bring her back for the funeral this evening.” R’ Moshe knew them. The family was not observant but the girl’s father wanted
her to have a better, more religious education, and sent her to Ohr HaChayim. They were so far removed from Yiddishkeit that
they didn’t even realize it was forbidden to drive on Shabbat and pick up their daughter in preparation for the funeral.

R’ Moshe understood the predicament he was in. The family had just lost their father and was in no mood for a religious
debate. The young man needed to pick up his sister and would not be denied. The rabbi asked a few more questions to get the
man talking but he seemed impatient and wanted her to come outside already. He had a long drive ahead of him and many other
details of the funeral to take care of. “Please tell her to come out right now!” he said in strong tone. “I cannot wait any longer.”

After a short pause, R* Moshe said, “You know that we are religious Jews here and according to halacha, it is permitted to
push off a funeral for a bit if it will allow time for more mourners to arrive and pay their respects to the deceased. Well, you
should know that your sister is one of the most beloved and well-liked girls in the school and everyone will want to share in her
sorrow, by participating in her father’s funeral. I, too, wish to attend, and even deliver a eulogy since I knew your father and I feel
I owe it to him. You should not deny me and the hundreds of students here a chance to come to the funeral and share in your
family’s grief. Since we cannot travel on the Shabbat, please wait until nightfall and then we will come en masse to the funeral.”

The young man was truly touched at the rabbi’s heartfelt words. But what should he tell his family? They were waiting for
him. “Please,” tried R” Moshe again, “stay until after Shabbat and give us the zechut of participating in your father’s funeral.”

The young man relented. He stayed at the Pardo home and even ate Seudat Shlishit there. After Maariv and Havdala, R’
Moshe himself drove with the young man and his weeping sister back to their home. Following close behind were busloads of
girls from the seminary who came to share in the family’s sorrow. Hundreds of people attended the funeral and there was not a

dry eye as R’ Moshe eulogized the man. He remained close to the family and even brought a few back to Teshuva Shleima!
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The Jewish people were instructed to contribute a

Machatzis HaShekel - a half shekel coin to the treasury of the
Bais HaMikdash. This was a way to keep a public census, as
well as collect money to upkeep the Mishkan. Similarly, due
to the public’s lack of care, the young King Yoash and
Yehoyada the Kohen Gadol, institutionalized a system to
ensure that there would always be sufficient funds to keep
the Bais HaMikdash clean and beautiful.

R’ Pinchas ben Pilta z£”’l (Bris Shalom) explains that the
posuk, “The money of the value of the people...to bring to the
house of Hashem,” is meant to be understood that because

Jews are never allowed to be counted, the worth of the
Machatzis HaShekel coin was meant to be a substitute for the
actual person (Megilla 29B). However, human life is priceless;
how can one ever evaluate the value of a human soul?

Chazal tell us that the “Machatzis HaShekel” donation was
given with, “money which comes from a man's heart,” and
the same coin was given whether the person was wealthy or
poor. The purpose of this was to create a unity amongst the
Jewish people and even though the coin itself might have
been of little value, it was how the half shekel coin was given
that made all the difference. Ultimately, the motive, not the
societal class of the giver, was the deciding factor in
evaluating the value of the Machatzis HaShekel coin.
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As we know, Chur, the son of Miriam, was killed while fighting to stop the Erev Rav who were building the Egel. Hashem
said, ““Since Chur gave up his life in My honor, I am rewarding him that his grandson Betzalel will be elevated to build the
Mishkan.” R’ Zev Weinberger z¢’l says that at times Hashem will store away reward for future generations until He deems
that the time is right. The question is, why doesn’t this reward include the fact that Chur is distinguished as Miriam’s son?

My machshava here is based on Rashi in the beginning of Sefer Shemos when the Torah relates the story of the two
heroines, Shifra and Puah (Yocheved and Miriam). Hashem rewarded their efforts to save the Jewish baby boys, who were
ordered by Pharoah to be drowned upon their birth. The Torah says, "©na on> wyn' and Rashi comments that Yocheved
became the ancestress of the Kohanim and Leviim, while Miriam became the ancestress of Dovid Hamelech. What did they do
to distinguish themselves to receive these rewards? After all, they were only acting as human beings should act. However,
Chazal are teaching us that they did not act solely as decent human beings - rather, the reason that they did not listen to
Pharoah was due to their Yiras Hashem, which protects a person from doing aveiros. Therefore, Hashem rewarded them with

a son and grandson by the name of Chur, who was ready and willing to die al Kiddush Hashem when the Jews built the Egel.
Interestingly, Chur’s name was not mentioned in the 7Torah during his act of self-sacrifice. His mother and grandmother,
who both acted with similar self-sacrifice, did not have their names mentioned in the Torah either; they were only referred to
by their nicknames, Shifra and Puah. We see that this was their way of life, with no special accolades for being so unique.
Chur’s reward was that his grandchid was selected by Hashem to build the Mishkan. He was a grandchild of Yocheved, Miriam

and Chur as well, and their reward was Betzalel - who built the Mishkan which bore witness to Klal Yisroel’s forgiveness.
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Yom: There was once a young child who was very bright and
did well in school. His parents and teachers were happy with
his marks but his advanced knowledge caused him to be
bored much of the time. In class, he would grasp the material
immediately and then sat for hours daydreaming. At home,
his homework was done in minutes and he found himself
bored for much of the rest of the evening. In turn, he would

nudge his parents and his father became irritated.

To keep his son busy, the father came up with an idea. He
took a large map he had hanging in his study and he ripped it
up into many many pieces. He told his son to take the map
and reconstruct it all back together.

Expecting hours of silence from his son now that he would
be kept busy, the father was surprised when his son returned
moments later with the entire map all intact. In disbelief, the

father asked incredulously how he did it so quickly.

The child responded that on the other side of the map

there was a picture of a man. It was a large picture and
pretty clear and defined. He just reconstructed the picture of
the man on the back, which took no time. Once he put the
man together, the pieces of the world fell into place....
Yemy: The Mishkan was built by people with special G-d
-given talents. Each talent was meant for that specific person
and thus, each person had a hand in the wondrous House of
Hashem. We, too, all have our talents. They were given to us
for a purpose. To bring Hashem’s Presence into this world.
We must use our talents to change and fix ourselves in order
to change and fix the world. We must use whatever
occupation Hashem has given us, and do it in a G-dly
manner. This is our purpose on this world. Do it the best you
can and always treat people as if each is an entire world.
When we fix ourselves - the MAN - we fix the world!
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This week is Parshas Shekalim, the parsha of Tzedaka. The Torah describes 2 types of people: the "a> X" - loosely

translated as “big-hearted.” And the ""mM1 127" - one who is generous in spirit. The Ohr HaChayim explains that it says “Ish”
only by the "2 xw)" because this is a higher level. A ™12 is a generous person who is happy to donate money. He knows
it is a privilege to give Tzedaka and is more than happy to do so. The "25 xwY", however, is in a different league. He has such a
big and great heart, that he gives even more than he can. How can a person give more than he can? R’ Eliyahu Dessler z¢”’
answers that if a person lives in a natural world and acts within the boundaries of nature, Hashem will act with him in the
same manner. But if a person raises himself up to a supernatural level, he can do the impossible! Since nothing is impossible
for Hashem, if one attaches himself to Hashem, then he can do even more than he really can! All he has to do is go beyond
himself, beyond nature, and Hashem will make miracles for him! This is the way the ™25 8wy gives Tzedaka. His heart is so
big that it raises him up to a place where the impossible is possible and he can give more than he can give!

The Ohr HaChayim adds that the Torah describes ALL the Jews that lived at the time of the Mishkan. Either you were a ¢’
a5 or a "M MY - one or the other. This means that EVERYONE wanted to give! Everyone was generous and willing to donate.
Some more than others, but nobody was selfish! This was the greatest donation of Klal Yisroel. It was the tremendous
generosity of every member of the nation that gave them the zechus to be build the Mishkan. Even today, if every single Jew
will be generous and desire to give Tzedaka to Torah institutions, shuls and poor people, so that Hashem will have dwelling
places in this world, then in that zechus we will be zoche to build a Mishkan L’Hashem, the Bayis Shlishi b’karov Byameinu!




