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Rashi comments that the 2w 1 0 - foreign resident, became wealthy
because he associated with Jews, learned from their good deeds and
emulated their practices. The Jew who was sold into slavery, however,
grew impoverished because he associated with non-jews. But why should
this be so? Should the Jewish person not have retained, in the least, his
basic Jewish characteristics? Why must he be considered as if he was a
heathen and be punished with poverty and worse, slavery?

Answers the Netziv, R' Naftoli Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT"L that
when we observe society, we know that when a creature dies, it does not
recede to the level below it, rather it eventually disintegrates entirely. If an
animal dies, it does not descend to the level of a plant - it decomposes. So
too, with spiritual matters. When a person on a lofty plane loses his
greatness, he crashes way down to a very low level. A non-jew is expected
to live a decent and upright life. However, a Jew, being an 'n 721y -
servant of Hashem, has a much higher existence. If he destroys this, he
plunges to an entirely lower level. This spiritual descent affects his
behavior and leads him to poverty and becoming a slave to a 2w 7.

o) inknkan
R' Naftoli of Ropschitz ZT"L would say:
"The Yetzer Horah dwells in exactly those places where one doesn't
think he dwells!"

R' Yonason of Rutgert ZT"L would say:
"One of the sanest, surest, and most generous joys of life comes from
being happy over the good fortune of others."

R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L (The Vilna Gaon) would say:

"From learning the sefer Mesillas Yeshorim, one can see that the author
was greater than the sefer. Had he been alive today, I would be willing to
walk as far as necessary to learn from him!"
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Lomza, and my earnings there would enable me to settle my accounts.

"When I became rabbi in Lomza, people there lent me money, sure
that I would one day become rabbi in the large city of Lodz, and then
have enough to cover all of my monetary affairs. Now, in Lodz, people
only trust me enough to extend me some money, because they imagine
that I will yet become rabbi in the teeming metropolis of Warsaw."

R' Eliyohu Chaim, in complete and utter earnestness looked at his
questioner and exclaimed, "Now, if I accept the esteemed position as Rov
of Warsaw, although it is a wonderful opportunity to be involved with
such a great Jewish community, on the other hand, people will no longer
have any reason to believe that I can advance myself and maintain the
ability to increase my revenue. They will then refuse to consider lending
me any money. How will I be able to help the poor people if no one will
lend me any money?" Such were the dilemmas troubling the great men of

. yesteryear.
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The liberty mentioned in the posuk refers to the freedom of the
Hebrew slaves. Since only a small minority of the population was
affected , why does the Torah write, "Proclaim freedom to all its
inhabitants"? The vast majority of the inhabitants had always been free!

R' Yaakov Yehoshua ZT"L, the great Pnei Yehoshua explains that
an entire country in which some of the people are still working in slavery,
is considerd to be totally in bondage. The true blessing of freedom can be
enjoyed only in a society where there exists no slavery at all. Slavery is a
disease that equally afflicts the slave and the master.

Chazal express this idea in the gemara (3 YYD, that by acquiring a
slave, a person is, in effect, acquiring a master. The master is not to eat
white bread while the slave eats dark bread. He should not drink aged
wine while the servant drinks new wine. He must not sleep on a bed of
soft feathers while the slave sleeps on straw. Thus, when the slave is set
free, the master, too, is released from his form of bondage.

That is what the Torah, quite appropriately, is telling us here.
ppaw 939 X1 T ONNIPY’ - "Proclaim liberty in the land for all who
live in it". By releasing the slaves, all inhabitants will gain freedom.
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In the city of Lodz, Poland, the large community was graced with the
presence of their beloved Rov, R' Eliyohu Chaim Meisels ZT"L. Despite
the adequate salary for his rabbinic position in the city, it seemed that R’
Eliyohu Chaim was always in debt. He used to borrow huge sums of
money from many of the wealthy people in the community, to distribute to
the poor or to help support merchants whose businesses were failing. The
wealthy lenders loved and trusted their venerable rabbi and had no qualms
with extending loans to him, many times over.

It happened, that when the prominent community of Warsaw sought to
recruit him as their rabbi, he graciously refused their offer. This was
surprising, for Warsaw was the largest city in Poland and many of his
family members could not understand why R’ Eliyohu Chaim would be
reluctant to accept the most coveted rabbinical position in Europe.

Someone finally mustered up the courage to ask the Rov. R’ Eliyohu
Chaim answered, "Initially, I was the rabbi in the small village of Prozhin.
Even there, [ would borrow much money to give to the impoverished
people, and although it was well known that my salary was insufficient for
repayment of the loans, I was nevertheless trusted because it was assumed

that I would eventually be offered the position of rabbi in the town of
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