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MRENGAL,  TeUnD
"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (111)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Baal Maasim. Last
week we began to discuss the halacha of standing up for a Baal
Maasim, a person who is outstanding in good deeds. The Ran (1)
says that this is a real Torah obligation (X1 X T0) learned from
standing up for a Talmid Chacham. Since the purpose of Torah
is to bring to good deeds (Mwyn »PS NN TIPD), certainly we
must stand up for one who does outstanding Maasim Tovim.
Defining a Baal Maasim. The Teshuvas HaGaonim ()
defines a Baal Maasim, and since there are many basic points in
the Teshuva, we will summarize them point by point.

1) First Definition. One who gives charity with an ayin tov
(good eye), takes care of public, congregational needs, and
has good middos - interpersonal relationships.

2) Second Definition. One who takes in guests with hospitality,
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outstanding in Torah wisdom, would only praise themselves
with the good deeds and Middos Tovos that they acquired. He
brings from the Gemara ©) where Rabbeinu Hakadosh praised
himself in a specific situation where he had been compared to
another 7Tanna, and said, “Even though he is greater than me in
Torah, in good deeds, I am greater than him.” The Gemara in
Shabbos ) says that it is more important to stand up for an
outstanding Yarei Shamayim than for a Talmid Chacham.
Implications of the Above. There is a big debate in the Gemara
and Rishonim, whether “Talmud” (learning) is bigger or
“Maaseh” (action) is bigger. The above words of the Ran and
the Gaonim are important sources in this discussion, see Sefer
B’Toraso Yehege, by Rabbi Dovid Falk shlit’a, vol 1 pg 371.
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benefits Talmidei Chachamim from his belongings and marries
off his daughter(s) to Talmid(ei) Chacham(im). Since such a
person is considered clinging to the Shechina 3), we stand up
for him. The wording of the Teshuva might indicate that with
each one of these good deeds he is called a Baal Maasim.

3) Third (possible) Definition. Any rich person who uses his
wealth to do chessed deserves to be honored, as we find @)
that Rabbi Akiva and Rebbi used to honor rich people. These
people deserve the honor because their chessed keeps up the
world. It is not clear from the wording of the Teshuva
whether he means that we actually must stand up for them, or
just in general find other ways of honoring them.

Additional Words of Teshuvas Gaonim. The Gaonim () further

elaborates on the importance of a Baal Maasim. The following is

a brief translation: The earlier Sages, even though they were

The Tur (apn NNy writes that lungs (M) are eaten on Rosh
Hashana as a siman; just as lungs are soft, we too, should have a soft,
easy year. The Darchei Moshe quotes the Kolbo that the reason is
because lungs "o»yn Ny’ - iluminate the eyes. How is that a
siman? The Gemara (v 3"y) tells us that Rav Meir once told a guard
that if he ever gets in trouble, he should say “my x0T NpPON and he
will be saved. The simple translation is, “The G-d of (Rav) Meir answer|
me.” The Maharsha learns that it means the G-d that “illuminates”
(~"nn) the world should answer me. It seems that the Kolbo learns that
the word "nnn' should also remind us that Hashem, Who
“illuminates” the world, should have mercy on us in the New Year. For
this reason many people give Tzedaka to Rav Meir Baal HaNes when
someone is sick. Why? Because Chazal tell us: "nyn> ooon 21"
Since we know that throughout Shas, Rav Meir is xowmd v, we
give Tzedakah on his behalf, so that the majority shouldn’t rule.
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Rabbeinu Bechaya z¢”l (Hakdama to Beshalach) writes:

“The Yam Suf (Red Sea) did not split all at once; rather little by little. As the Jewish people continued to walk
through the dry bed, the sea continued to split in front of them. This was just like the miracle of the Mann, which also
didn’t come down for a month or two at a time, but rather each and every day another portion fell. In this way, Hashem

accustomed their nature to trust in Him. Through trusting in Hashem it made the Nation fitting to receive the Torah.”
Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai zt”’I (Toras HaChida) would say:

“The Gemara (13 ™ym) teaches that one should not benefit from an item that is the product of a| MazelTovtoMr. & Mrs.

miracle. The word ')’ is an acronym for '©©» nwyn' - the product of a miracle. ‘N NN WP XD ' - they Agﬁi%;::ﬂﬁ;ﬁmm'

did not know what it was, i.e., Bnei Yisroel did not know if they were permitted to benefit from it. Marriageoftheirchildren
Moshe told them, '035 'n Y 9WN BN5N N - this is the bread Hashem has given you. It is a reward for Zevi&Tani.

the bread that Avraham Avinu fed to his guests. One can benefit from a miracle if it is a matter of life or bﬂﬂ;@?y‘:ﬁ;?:‘;?n
death. This is why the Torah emphasizes ()-N ©727), ‘He afflicted you and let you hunger, then He fed

B’Yisroelandbring
you the Mann that you did not know.’ Because you were starving, you were permitted to eat the Mann.” | simchatoKlalYisroel.
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A Wise Man would say: “Just remember: A negative mind will never give you a positive life.” 1Y 305K (1A f1a
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No good act goes for naught. Yosef HaTzaddik foresaw that the Nation’s preoccupation with collecting the valuables of
Egypt was a reason they might leave his bones behind. This, writes the Ohr HaChayim, is why he made them swear years
earlier, that they would not forget his bones at the time of the Redemption. Moshe kept this oath and instead of searching for
wealth, he went in search of Yosef’s remains and eventually “fook Yosef’s bones with him.” As a reward for this worthy act,
Hashem made Moshe rich by allowing him to keep the splinters of the precious stones from which he carved the second Luchos.

The following story happened not long ago. A middle-aged couple was driving down the road in New Jersey. It was a
few days before Rosh Hashanah and they were passing a well-known cemetery where the woman’s parents were buried.
The man said to his wife, “Why don’t we stop and we can visit your parents’ grave now. This way, it will save us the trip
to come back on erev Rosh Hashanah.” She agreed. They stopped and were in the middle of saying Tehillim when they
noticed a group of odd-looking men standing off to the distance - two elderly fellows and seven younger men.

“Perhaps they need a minyan to complete the kevurah,” said the man to his wife and he walked over to see if the men
needed help. The men did not appear to be religious in any way. He asked them if they were waiting for a minyan for the
burial? In response, the men looked at him and said, “We don’t know how to do a Jewish burial. Our father was Jewish
and lived on the West Coast. He requested a Jewish burial but we don’t really have a clue. Are you by any chance a rabbi?”

Well, it just so happened that he was. He explained to the nine men that the normal procedure at a Jewish funeral was
for the mourners to say a eulogy, followed by the recital of Kaddish. Then, the family members and mourners would lower
the coffin into the grave by rope and one by one each man would take some of the dirt piled on the side and shovel it into
the grave. The men responded, “Oh no, we’re going to let the man with the tractor put all the dirt back in.”

But the rabbi explained that it was incumbent upon the mourners to show proper respect for the deceased and filling up
the grave manually is part of the ceremony. He even offered to start and after they all lowered the deceased into the
ground, the rabbi picked up a shovel and started shoveling dirt into the grave. It was arduous work but he did it for about a
minute or two and then he turned around to hand the shovel to one of the other men. It was then that he realized they had
all left. There was nobody at the gravesite. They saw that he was shoveling and they figured he’ll do the job for them.

With no choice the rabbi continued shoveling - no easy feat for a man in his fifties - until he had placed all the dirt on
the side of the plot into the grave, covering over the body of the deceased man.

That Shabbos, the rabbi came to shul and noticed an elderly gentleman whom he recognized from his youth. He walked
over to say hello and was pleasantly surprised when the elderly man said to him, “I recognize you from when you were a
young boy growing up in Seattle.” They exchanged warm greetings and caught up on some of their hometown news.

In the course of the conversation, the rabbi told the elderly man about the unusual experience he had a few days earlier
when he was forced to complete the burial for a man that he did not know.

“Well, did you at least get his name?” asked the older man curiously. When the rabbi told him the name that he had
seen written on the little placard that the cemetery caretaker handed him, the older man gasped in disbelief.

“Do you know who that man was? Did you know that he, too, was from Seattle?”” The rabbi said he hadn’t known, and
the older man shook his head in wonder. “Let me tell you. When you were growing up in Seattle, we would send our high
school boys out of town to yeshivos around the country because we didn’t have enough boys to sustain a yeshivah back
home. Not every parent could afford tuition, airfare, room-and-board, so we made an appeal in the shul once a year. It was

the custom that various wealthy men in the community would sponsor a boy. Even if they didn’t know the boy.”
The elderly Seattle man took the rabbi’s hand and said, ‘The man you single-handedly buried was your sponsor.”
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The Haftorah details how Devorah, and her husband Barak
ben Avinoam, sang a “Shirah,” a song of praise to Hashem
celebrating the stunning victory over the powerful Canaanite
General, Sisra. At the Yam Suf, Klal Yisroel sang an uplifting
song of praises to Hashem upon their freedom from Egypt.
They were both songs; however, by the Shiras Hayam, the
Torah employs the words NPWN NX SN 72 YN P N
"2 NN, whereas by Devorah’s song, the Name of Hashem
is missing. What is the difference between the two songs?
R’ Meir Simcha of Dvinsk zt”’l (Meshech Chochma)
explains that singing praise to Hashem is no simple matter

and must be done properly. One needs to clear his mind and
devote his attention to appropriately sing Hashem’s praises.
After Krias Yam Suf, when the Jewish Nation enjoyed a
tremendous salvation from Hashem, they were able to fully
focus upon the good that Hashem did for them and praise
Him. However, in the aftermath of the battle against Sisra,
Barak chose to berate those who did not join Bnei Yisroel. He
“spoiled the moment” by lashing out in anger, saying, “curse
you bitterly, because you came not to the aid of Hashem.”
While his point was clear and his intent was admirable, the
profound ability to stay focused is not a gift, but a necessity.
Because his focus was directed elsewhere, Hashem did not
wish to “attach’ his name to the battle, and subsequent victory.
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Chazal tell us that there are three things which are as “difficult” as Krias Yam Suf, splitting the sea: 1. Finding the right
zivug/shidduch (2 now). 2. Earning a good parnassa (mp ©no9). 3. Having a refuah shelaima (215 yy19). What is the
common denominator between these three things that make them all so difficult? The Medrash tells us that when Bnei Yisroel
arrived at the Yam they were stuck. The sea refused to split. They davened to Hashem and ultimately Nachshon ben Aminadav
jumped into the water and it split. There are many more people than we think that don’t have the parnassa they need.
However, if they have faith in Hashem like Nachshon who took action and jumped into the water, and they cry out, nynw 'n"
"1 - Hashem please help me find parnassa, then suddenly they could be answered with a surprise phone call offering that
great job they hoped for. Similarly, if one longing for a shidduch cries out to Hashem, "y N2> pNn” with all his heart, he
could wake up the next morning and receive a call about a wonderful shidduch. And often when a person is very sick and the
doctor says there is nothing left to do, the sick person calls out to Hashem, ™n>an ynv" - listen to my prayer, "»y" - answer
me, and in the blink of an eye, the symptoms start disappearing, his health begins to return, and he truly has a refuah shleima.
These three things are exactly what happened at the Yam Suf when the Jewish people were just about ready to give up. But
they didn’t. Instead, they were mispallel to Hashem and the sea split unexpectedly. The three aforementioned items - Parnassa,
Shidduchim and Health - could come at any time, in a split second if one davens and believes "n oyn »iry". May we all be
zoche to an easy and plentiful parnassa, to beautiful shidduchim, and to refuos and yeshuos for everyone. And may our fefillos

be answered by Hashem for nachas from all of our children, with gezunt and hatzlacha, ad meah v’esrim shana, Amen.
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Yom: A few days after Sukkos 5762 (2001), a chasid came to
the Rachmastrivka Rebbe, R’ Chai Yitzchok Isaac
Twersky shlit’a (Boro Park) and poured out his tale of woe.
He was having trouble in so many areas of his life that he
didn’t know what to do or where to turn. “How will I
manage?” asked the chasid. “When will my troubles end?”

The Rebbe looked at him and said, “My dear chasid, just a
few short weeks ago, an unparalleled tragedy took place
when the famous Twin Towers of the World Trade Center
came crashing down in Manhattan, killing thousands of
people in a matter of seconds. Did you ever dream that
something like this could have happened? How about one of
the great Chassidic courts here in New York that in a very
short period of time split into two factions due to machlokes.
Did you ever dream that this great Chassidus would break
apart so quickly?”’ The chasid shook his head.

The Rebbe concluded, “What do you see from this? That
the Aibishter can change things that seem permanent in a split
second! That although something might seem like it will
remain forever, Hashem can change all that instantly.

“If so, take heart for 'py 9915 'n nyw' - the Aibishter can
change your seemingly hopeless situation at the blink of an
eye! In a split second you will see your salvation!”
w3 The deeds of our forefathers serve as lessons for us
today. Just as Hashem snatched Klal Yisroel out of the jaws
of the Egyptian beast, redeeming them from slavery and
bondage, and rescuing them from imminent death at the
churning sea, our Father in Heaven is watching over us and
can send us the salvation we need in a split second. All
Hashem wants is that we turn to him in prayer, in Torah
study, in good deeds and kindness towards one another - and
then He is ready to show us His great might. If a tragedy can
occur in the blink of an eye, how much greater can a victory
or celebration take place when we need it the most!
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The Mishna Berura (»-x0) tells us that one who recites the Shiras Hayam with simcha, all of his sins are forgiven! All you

have to do is feel joy as you say “Az Yashir” and you will have no more sins! What is the connection between saying the Shira
with happiness and forgiveness? The Noam Elimelech z#”’ (Likutei Shoshana) says that in the Shira we say, “Bnei Yisroel
went on dry land in the sea.” He explains this to mean that the Jewish people reached a level that even their "nw2", their earthly
existence, was "©2" in the sea, which signifies a supernatural phenomenon. The splitting of the sea was such an open revelation
of Hashem, that the feeling of closeness and attachment to Him, infused their earthly, physical existence with ruchniyus.

This is truly the purpose of our lives in this world. It is true that we are living as mortal human beings and we have many
physical needs that must be met, such as food, clothing. etc. But the focus of our lives should never be the physical. These are
just things we have to do to survive on this "nw2", this physical land. Our goal should always be how we can get closer to
Hashem. We need to constantly focus on the "©" - the great miracles that Hashem does for us every day of our lives! To live,
"D TN2 NW21" means to live in this world but never lose sight of what is truly important. When a person lives with Hashem,
then he can overcome the difficulties and challenges with joy and equanimity. He truly believes that Hashem loves him and is
doing what is good for him. He accepts with joy a “potch” he gets from Hashem because he lives with emunah in Hashem’s
kindness. Thus, one who says “Az Yashir” with simcha, his sins are forgiven. Midda k’neged midda, he only finds goodness in
Hashem’s behavior to him, even when it seems bad, so Hashem sees only good in his behavior, even if he is sinful. Hashem
forgives one’s sins, because he accepts everything with joy. Let us sing shira with joy and truly live a life of "&n 7na pwa"!




