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S The Torah instructs us to include salt with every
korban Mincha. The Chasam Sofer zt”l explains that salt
represents the trait of jealousy because it is offered as a result
of the jealousy of the lower waters towards the upper waters,
when Hashem split them at creation. We see that jealousy has

aplace in avodas Hashem - "nydn N11n 0190 mp” - jealousy
among Torah scholars causes an increase in wisdom. It can
motivate one to grow in spirituality when he sees another
performing on a higher level than himself. Accordingly, salt
remains an eternal reminder of this “good” form of jealousy.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂ,w})@ )

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"85 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (20)

Memory Assistance (cont.). There are a number of activities

discouraged by Chazal, and other early sources, because doing

them can harm a person’s learning and memory. For some, the

Sages say, “it causes one to forget his learning,” (W95 NVP)

as per the wording of the Gemara (1). For others, they say, “it

causes a person to forget (in general),” (MNo¥2 Nwp) without

specifying learning. The following are the main activities listed

in those early sources.

1) Leaving a sefer from which a person was learning open, and
leaving the room. (Shach Y”’D 277:1)

2) Drying one’s hands on the garments he is wearing. (Mishna
Berura 158:45)

3) Wearing a garment inside out. (Daas Torah of the
Maharsham O. C. 2)

4) Sewing a garment while wearing it. (Machzor Vitri, end of
Mesechta Kallah)

5) Sleeping with one’s clothing under his head like a pillow.
(Horiyos 13b)

6) Looking at the face of a dead person for more than a quick
glance. (Horiyos 13b) For this and other reasons, during a
Tahara (ritual preperation of a dead body for burial) the face
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is kept covered whenever possible.

7) Reading the words written on a tombstone. (Horiyos 13b)
The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch @) writes that this only applies
to those tombstones where the writing sticks out as opposed
to where the writing is engraved into the stone. Those
ordering tombstones should therefore ask for engraving,
rather than embossing, of the letters.

8) A man walking between two ladies. (Horiyos 13b)

9) A lady walking between two men. (Horiyos 13b)

10) Learning and not having in mind to fulfill what he is
learning. (Yoma 72b @3))

11) Sleeping in a Beis Medrash when it is not permitted
according to halacha. (Sanhedrin 71a) The details of when
this is permitted will be explained 7Y H.

12) Eating the heart of an animal. (Horiyos 13b) The Tashbeitz
Hakatan @ adds that the heart of a bird is the same ().

13) Eating bread that is not fully baked. (Horiyos 13b)

14) One who is not careful to wash his hands after sleeping,
exiting a toilet or bathhouse, touching his shoes or bare feet,
cutting nails, touching the sweaty, covered parts of his body,
touching a dead body, walking among dead bodies,
escorting a dead body. (Shulchan Aruch O.C. 4:18)

see MM

R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv zt”1 (Alter from Kelm) would say:

VP DM MNP (5) NIPN

(4) N "7 OW "W (3) »:N0P (2) 3 HYNIN (1) (1)
YT R

“'0o1n 29> » DTN - Our Sages denote: 'DTN PYIP DIYN MMN PRI OTX YIP ONN' - ‘You (Jews) are called a man

(0N), while the gentiles are not called man.’

(N© M) The famous Darwin was able to formulate his theory of

evolution only because he had never seen a real human being. Had he seen my Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Salanter zt”1, who
developed his character traits to a degree of perfection that fully expressed the essence of the Divine Image, he never
could have entertained the possibility that human beings evolved from monkeys.”

R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a, Ra’avad Yerushalayim (Taam V’Daas) would say:
“2 NoON YNoN Yoy 1997 - The Medrash Raba states: ‘The wicked man should leave his way, and the man of sin his

thoughts. Said Rav Bivi bar Abayei,

‘How should a man confess? On the day before Yom Kippur he should say, ‘I

confess all the evil I did before You. I was standing on an evil path, but all that I did, I will do like it no more. May it be
Your will Lord, my G-d, that You forgive all my sins, and forgo all my transgressions, and atone for all my wrong
doings.’” Thus, it says, ‘Let the wicked man leave his way, and the man of sin his thoughts.’’ This prayer teaches us a
new concept in repentance. It is not enough to confess one’s sins. One must also confess, ‘I was standing on an evil
path,’ since if one remains on the same path without altering his behavior, this will lead one to soon sin again.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Strong minds discuss ideas, average minds converse about events, weak minds talk about people.”
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A chasid who grew up in Montreal, Quebec, and was a frequent visitor to the home of the Tosher Rebbe, R’ Meshulem
Feish Lowy z¢”l, arrived one day in the small village of Tosh with an urgent appointment to speak with the holy Rebbe.
When he entered the inner sanctum, he immediately burst into tears and needed an extra minute to come to himself.

The Tosher Rebbe gently asked what was wrong. The chasid related that he had come to say goodbye to the Rebbe; that he
had taken a job in a distant city and would be leaving with his young wife in the next few days. The Rebbe looked at him with
surprise and told him that he did not think a chasid of his caliber belonged in a far-away city like that. The young man explained
that he really had no choice. He had been in Europe on business and had amassed enough money to buy an apartment in
Montreal, where he had planned to settle down and raise his family. Unfortunately, when he was in Antwerp, someone had
stolen his valise which contained all his money and he was left penniless - barely able to get back to Canada. Although he
wouldn’t have normally moved so far away from his community and his Rebbe, he took the only job he was offered that
would allow him to earn a parnassa for himself and his family. He looked at his Rebbe, his eyes brimming with tears.

R’ Meshulem held the man’s hand for a few extra seconds before shaking his head. “No, I do not think that it is worth
ruining the Yiddishkeit of your household for this job. I believe you should stay in Montreal and things will get better.”

The chasid left the Rebbe’s room but he was conflicted. On the one hand, the Rebbe was telling him to stay in Montreal -
that he was risking his family’s Yiddishkeit by moving so far away. On the other hand, nothing short of a miracle could help
him at this point as he literally did not have a viable source of income that would allow him to remain in Montreal.

The following morning, the chasid went to daven in the Tosher Beis Medrash, after which he planned on returning to
his hovel in Montreal. Deep in thought while was wrapping up his Tefillin, he didn’t notice a stranger enter the Beis
Medrash and walk over to him, staring at his face with unusual focus and intensity. Suddenly, the man tapped him on the
shoulder and said with an obvious European accent, “Reb Yid, were you recently in Belgium, in Antwerp?”

The surprised chasid scrutinized the man’s face but did not recognize him at all. “Yes, I was there a few weeks ago.”

The stranger’s face went pale and a look of agony came over him. “I know who you are,” he said in a quiet voice full of
contrition. “When you were in Antwerp, I saw that you had a suitcase full of cash and I was overcome by my Yetzer Hara.
I'was in a tight bind and needed money fast. When you weren’t looking, I grabbed your bag and stole the cash. Although it
helped me temporarily, I have been tortured by the notion that I caused another Jew grief and anguish. I cannot imagine
the pain and sorrow you must have felt when you realized that your money was gone. Here is the money - down to the last
penny. I owe you a huge apology and hope you can find it in your heart to forgive me.” With that, the stranger pulled out a
plastic bag filled with tightly bound wads of cash. With another murmured apology, the stranger turned and ran out of the
Beis Medrash before the chasid could even comprehend what had just happened.

He counted the money and it was accurate down to the last cent. With joy and excitement, the chasid ran back to the
Tosher Rebbe to tell him that his blessing had come true! The Rebbe smiled in obvious enjoyment and blessed the chasid
with continued success in his family life and business endeavors - and once again told him to settle down in Montreal.

The chasid followed his Rebbe’s orders and purchased an apartment in the city. Heaven blessed him. His family grew
and he raised a beautiful mishpacha built on solid foundations of Torah and chassidus, and he never failed to tell over the
“miracle” of the Tosher Rebbe’s blessing which had come through just when he needed it most!

Many years later, this chasid bumped into the “thief” whom he recognized immediately. He told him that he wished to

thank him - because of him he stayed in Montreal and raised a wonderful family. The man looked at him and said, “Don’t
thank me, thank the Tosher Rebbe. 1 was never even in Antwerp. The Rebbe called me and told me to give you the money

with this sto:

. He handed me the bag filled with cash and I gave it to yop. The Tosher Rebbe deserves all the thanks!”
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S5w: A man who fancied himself a Chassidic Rebbe once
came to visit the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Hager
Shit’a, in Bnei Brak. He complained to his host that another
man recently opened up a Beis Medrash using the same title
as his, and this caused him great shame and consternation.

R’ Yisroel listened to the man’s lament and then asked a
simple question. “Where do you live?”

The guest responded that he resided in a certain city

outside of Eretz Yisroel. R’ Yisroel nodded and asked,
“And where does this ‘new’ Rebbe live?”

2212

The man responded that the “imposter” lived in another
city, but the fact that he took the same title as him has great
bearing, since he uses this name even when he travels.

R’ Yisroel smiled widely, his clever eyes gleaming. “I
don’t understand,” he said to the man. “You live in one city
and he lives in another. And his city is far away from yours -
what are you afraid of? Look at me. I live here in Bnei Brak
and just a few short blocks away from here, lives my brother
(R’ Mendel Shlit’a) who also calls himself the ‘Vizhnitzer
Rebbe’ - and you know what? Everything is perfectly fine!”
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Many Meforshim say that the Xy 'N (small aleph) in the word "N7p»" alludes to our young children and that since the
aleph is the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Parshas Vayikrah is the first parsha that our young children start to learn upon
entering Yeshivah or Cheder. The Shulchan Aruch (0" 7"v) adds that the day a child begins to learn Torah is a real Yom Tov
and we should wash him and dress him in Shabbos clothing and take him to a Talmid Chacham in the hope that he too will
grow up to be a Talmid Chacham himself. My machshava on this is that when we consider giving our children the proper
chinuch, we must be ready to sacrifice Korbonos of our own, making our own needs and considerations secondary to theirs.
"TY MdW" (tuition) is an obligation that must be met even when other domestic necessities may be lacking as a result.
However, the investment and sacrifice we put into our children for their chinuch will surely bring us the nachas we are all
hoping for. That is why we begin teaching Torah from Parshas Vayikrah which introduces the idea of Korbonos - sacrifices.
The Gemara (8o ©71) tells us: "N XXM ONNY OMY M2 D" - “Do not neglect the children of the poor; from them
Torah will go forth.” Why only the children of the poor? What about the children of the rich? Answers R’ Meir Shapiro zt”’,
Lubliner Rav, of course Torah “goes forth” from children of the wealthy, however, children of the poor who constantly see
their parents sacrificing and making do with less just to be able to educate them, have a unique advantage, as the mesiras
nefesh of their parents leaves an indelible impression upon their young impressionable minds. As a result, they naturally
take their Torah studies a bit more seriously and with great diligence their Torah “goes forth.” We must always appreciate
the “sacrifices” of our parents and how much they had to give up in order for us to learn Torah, and use that lesson to guide
us in the chinuch of our own children. May we be zoche to nachas and having children who are Talmidei Chachamim.

mm ﬂﬂ@w »@ﬂP@ n’,;f ?w’;:rz: Sefer Orchos Tzaddikim condemns the trait of Ga’avah
(-7 . IR 0P IMaTan QRN IR P in the strongest terms: “An arrogant person desecrates the

The Medrash Raba states that a prideful person is “judged
only in fire.” The Kli Yakar explains that the trait of
Ga’avah (arrogance), in essence, is the desire to lift oneself
up over another. Therefore, one who sins in this regard is
judged with fire because it is the nature of fire to rise upward,
the flames leaping above whatever is in its path. This is also
the reason why a korban (sacrifice) is consumed with fire
because its purpose as well is to atone for this negative trait.

Before Pesach, which marks the establishment of the
Jewish Nation, a people whose entire purpose is to submit
to the will of Hashem and glorify His Name with our
actions, we strive to nullify the trait of arrogance within
our hearts. This is done by burning the chamerz, the
physical representation of arrogance and pride. This is a
critical component in accomplishing our mission.

Name of Hashem and causes people to sin. He is like a
carcass that has been cast in the marketplace, that causes
every passerby to cover his nose until he passes it.
Similarly, the prideful person disgraces the Torah and those
who study it and drives people away from the Torah, for
they say, ‘What benefit is there in the Torah if those who
study it are bad?’ As a result, they leave the Torah.”

Just as arrogance is one of the greatest causes of chilul
Hashem, the opposing middah of Anavah (humility) is one of
the greatest factors in contributing to kiddush Hashem. The
Orchos Tzaddikim writes that a person who is humble will
wield a powerful influence over others. People will naturally be
accepting of whatever such a person does or asks, and he will
inspire others to emulate him, thereby ultimately bringing
greater honor to Hashem. (Living Kiddush Hashem)
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As we enter the month of Nisan, we read Parshas Vayikrah. As we prepare for the holiday of freedom, the Yom Tov of
Emuna, we recognize the connection between Pesach and sacrifices. Even before Bnei Yisroel left Egypt, they shechted their
sheep and sat down to eat the korban Pesach. Until then, a korban was only an "n%", an offering that was completely burned
on an altar, solely for Hashem. Now, man was actually able to consume the korban and inculcate the message of the sacrifice.

A “sacrifice” is the idea of totally giving oneself over to Hashem. It is as if one is saying, “Hashem, I want to be CLOSE to
you. There is nothing else in the world but YOU. Please take this animal instead of me and atone for my sins (or as an
expression of thanks). I just want to be connected to You!” And this, too, is the message of Nisan - "wm»n yx". What does
"mn" (freedom) really mean? It means to be free of anything that takes us away from Hashem. Pesach is the high point of
"mp” - closeness. We clean our homes, our speech (N n9), our thoughts. Why? To clean away our doubts. Purim comes right
before Pesach, because we must get rid of Amalek - the source of doubt - before we can be free to serve Hashem with Emuna!

The word "N can go in two ways. The power of Amalek is the ability to turn everything in life into a "npn’ - a
coincidence. Their goal is to remove Hashem from our lives, to enslave us to our worries and fears since living without
Hashem is quite terrifying! "NIp»" is also a calling. Parshas Vayikrah is meant to remind us that nothing is a "npn" but rather,
everything is a "Np1" - a calling! Everything in this world is “called out” in Heaven. Hashem is with us every second of every
day calling out to us with love that we remain close to Him. This is the connection between Nisan and Pesach, the time of real
freedom, and Vayikrah. a sefer about sacrifices, to remind us that it is only worth living for something you would die for.




