
     aohnjrk znurv oav tuva 'v"huv oav vru,c cu,f ,ufnv kf
u,ubnjr ksud ,t vzc ubk ,uruvk tcu '(u"y inhx c"h varp r"c) ohrund
ohhrmnv 'ubumr hrcug ,t ,ufvk tcaf ukhpta 'lrc,h trucv ka
umr tk ohnuyrjv er /ohnjrv ,shnc ,"hav an,av 'ohgarv
:urntu vgrpk uegm lfku 'ov ohrund ohnjr okugc kfva 'vzc ihntvk
ihsv ,shn er 'ohnjrv ,shn itf ihta o,buufu '"thv ohekt gcmt"
kct /(c"g d"ne ;s rvuz hbueh,) ihsv ,shn kg znrn ohekta 'vju,n
ehhsk hsf ,tzu '"v"huv rcs ratf ovhkt gna tku" :vru,v ,rnut shn
,gsn lphvv 'ihsv ,shnc tku ohnjrv ,shnc vagb kfva ubk
,t crek hsf er tuv 'okugc trucv vauga vn kf hf /ohnuyrjv
obht ohgarva ;tu 'ohgarv ,tfv ,ryn hvuz /ohektv kt ostv

/,uthmnv thv lf kct ',tz ihcvk ohmur 
'ohrmn hnuyrjf dvbh tk 'uhkg vju,n ihsv ,shna vturv ost 'ifk    
hsf tuv uhkg rcugv kfa tkt 'ihsv ,shn uza ohegumv uktn vhvh tku

 

/ohrund ohnjr kfvu 'kkf uhbpk ihs ihtu 'okug trucc u,bunt ,t ,ukdk
 rpx vzc lhrtvu      thb,vibuc,hafu" :k"zu (t"h erp asuev ,rdt) 

'ann gdru gdr kfc ihtn u,hhuuv u,gsc rhhmhu 'u,bcv enugc ostv
hrta ut 'hbuznu hhj hbcn ohruxh oua ut 'uk gr hf u,gs kg vkgh lhtv
cuyvu ohhjv ruen tuv 'lrc,h u,nfj thva ihtv hrv 'okugc ihruxh
vnsb ifk 'daun ubhta hbpn er 'tcv okugn vkgnka isgv tuvu 'dbugvu
ubhta er cuy kfvu 'vkgnkn sruh gr iht ,ntc kct 'ohruxh ut gr uk
ihntvk 'ostv trcb vrucga vbuntv rehg uvzu /ucuy cru uksudk daun

 ihhg) vhbhn hubp r,t ,hksrvuz 'c"nr ;s d"j rvuz hbueh,u'(wg iueh, 
kf cuy er tuvu khtuv 'unuenc vusju zug if kgu 'ohhj lkn hbp rutcu
ann vhjhu 'vgau ,g kfc kdhu 'ostv jnaha kfv ,hatr if kgu 'ouhv
vtrn 'ibut,nu cmg,na hnu 'gdr kfc ung chynu vhjnv 'wvc u,buntc
'u"j rpuff vz hrvu vcuy vzht uk rxju 'ihruxhu gr ygn uk aha unmgc

/k"fg '"wufu ,ntv hnfj stnc ,ucmgv ,shn uehjrv if kgu

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv4:34 - 
     9:07 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz 9:43 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:30 -
   4:54 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 5:44 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 6:06

    
    
   

v    'ihcvk lhrm ifu 'wv hbtw ohkhnv ka o,ugnan ,t ihcvk lhr
wv rtcnu ?"wv hbt" ohhngp cu,fv rhfzv gusnoheukt ,hc] wy"hcnk'

tka odv hf 'ovk znr itf" '[ohhe,b v,gu v"s 'v"b ',usuxhv rga
ovk ,tz ohhe,h 'ovhbck ot hf ,tzv ogpc .rtk vxhbf ovc ohhe,h
ofk v,ut h,,buw uvzu '.rtv ,t uarhhu ukghu uhjha 'oh,nv ,hhj, inzc
'inzv lrt,h hf odvu 'h,jycv ohhek intb hbta ubhhv 'wv hbt 'varun
tuv iuatrv wv hbtwa ubhhvu /"h"tk oxhbfvk vjycvv ohhe,, upuxc
ka vxhbfv ,jycv kg tuv hbav wv hbtwu '(h"ar wg) vkutdv ,jycv kg

 /tuck sh,gk h"tk rcsnv rus
wcu    z"cshrv heunhb'(:z"h) v"r trndv hrcs osevc 'ssujn iputc rthc w

ostv tyjha rjtk tuv hbtu 'ostv tyjha osue tuv hbt 'wv wv"
a"trv wxu,c c,fu '"[u,cua, ,t kcen hbta ubhhv] vcua, vaghu
,shnc ung dvb,nu" 'wostv tyjha osue tuv hbtw ,buufc rtck

/"tuyjk sh,ga hbpk hukda p"gt 'oa tuv ratc ohnjrv
'ubhhv wudu h,tmuvu wv hbtw ,buufa ',ukhpfv ,t z"cshrv rtcn z"hpku   
,una wg) vkhn ,hrc urpva kg] ktrah ka o,cua, ,t kceta
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rjtkwv hbtw-oktdtu [(s"kr hbugna yuekh wg) z"g uscgu '(wj wt vcr
oxhbfta 'ubhhv wv hbt wudu h,,buw ,buufu 'wvcua, vaghu ostv tyjha
tuyjk ohsh,ga hbpk hukda ;t ovhrjt ovhbck v,ut uahruhu .rtk

/wostv tyjha osue wv hbtw-oa
tk wv hnauw euxpv kg i"cnrv hrcs osevc 'rjt iputc rtck ahu    
tk 'vuuv kf vhvb uc rat v-huv ka hnac kct" c,fa 'wovk h,gsub
v-huv oaa ubhhvu /"wufu ,usku,v hubac ,uasj ovk turck 'ovk h,gsub
'ubhhv wudu h,tmuvu wv hbtw  :vbuufv uvzu /gcyv in vkgnk vdvbv kg vrun
varun ofk v,ut h,,buw ,buufu 'gcyv in vkgnk iputc o,ut ktdha
t,htsfu 'gcyv in vkgnk ovng dvb,h e"nvcc-h"tca ubhhv 'wv hbt

/"wufu e"nvcc ubh,uctk uagb ohxhb vrag" '(wv wv) ,uct ,fxnc
vnus 'ktrah .rtc rsv kf" trndv h"pg 'rjt iputc od rtck ahu    
"v-ukt uk ihta hnf vnus '.rtk vmujc rsv kfu 'v-ukt uk aha hnf
rntba unfu sjuhn iputc wv jhdan h"t kga ouan ,tzu '(:h"e ,ucu,f)
'wv ,jdav ,t r,uhc vc ohahdrn ifku 'wudu vc lheukt wv hbhg shn,w

/h,jdav ,t uahdr,a ubhhv 'wv hbt wudu h,,buw thv euxpv ,buuf f"tu
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: During the plague of "curg", the wild beasts were
given unusual intelligence from their Creator, to fulfill their
important mission. The Egyptians had locked themselves in
their homes and hid inside. Hashem sent long-limbed beasts

           
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (55)

The Beracha of Mezonos (cont.). Last week we began
discussing the berachos on grain. (Rice is a filler like the five
grains and has the same basic halachos regarding the vfrc
vbuatr except that it can never become thmunv and its vfrc
vburjt is always ,uapb truc, not vhjnv kg.) The different
berachos on the different stages are built upon the following
logic. The closer a food item is to its natural state, the more
“snack-like” it is, thus requiring a lesser beracha. The more it
becomes processed and cultivated, it becomes a better filler and
more “meal-like”, deserving a higher status beracha to express
our gratitude for this stage. 
Uncooked, Unbaked or Whole Kernel Cooked. Uncooked
or unbaked grain items, such as puffed wheat cereal, puffed rice
cake, or roasted grain kernels such as granola and uncooked
wheat germ, require the beracha of vnstv (1) as we explained
in detail last week. Even if these items would be cooked,
however, if the full kernel is still there and it kept its shape, the
beracha remains vnstv (2). This is relevant to those people who
buy the five grains from health stores which has the whole
kernel plus its bran. If they cook it and  the kernels keep their
form they make vnstv. 
Cooked or Chopped Grain and Flour. If grain is broken-
down or shelled and then cooked, it becomes a better filler and
requires a Mezonos and vhjnv  kg (3).  For this very reason,

         

to climb up on the roof, break a hole in the beams and then
reach down and unlock the front door so the rest of the
animals could get inside! Rather than attack each other, the
wild beasts wisely teamed up to perform the will of Hashem.  

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

items such as oatmeal, farina and cooked wheat germ all require
a Mezonos. Cooked barley or barley that is found in the  cholent
also requires a Mezonos. There is one exception to the above. If
one made the cooked grain cereal with so much water that it is
thin enough to drink easily it takes on the status of a drink and
even if he eats it with a spoon the beracha is kfva and its
after-beracha is ,uapb truc (4). This can be relevant when
someone accidently adds too much water to the farina.
     Certainly if one takes flour and cooks it, such as the way we
make noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, etc., this takes it even further
away from its original grain form and requires a Mezonos and
vhjnv kg (5). Similarly, if one makes a dough or flaky dough and
cooks it, as in lasagna or kreplach, the same berachos are said.
Even though it is baked after cooking, it is still only Mezonos

and not considered bread. In all of the above, there is no
bread-like appearance and no matter how much one eats, the
beracha is still Mezonos. 
     It is said that the famous Yerushalmi-type luckshen kugel

served by Shabbos morning kiddushim (Yerushalmi Kugel)
was instituted to be used as vsugx ouenc aushe instead of cake,
in order that one can eat alot and still have no question of
washing, hamotzie and bentching. 
CORRECTION: There was a “typo” error in the Halacha

section of Parshas Vayechi. It should have read: During a bread
meal, one does not usually make a beracha on drinks. 
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R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”L (Chiddushei HaRim) would say:

    “Hashem promised to redeem Bnei Yisroel ‘from under the burden (,ukcx) of Egypt.’ - meaning, from their

acceptance and the patience (,ubkcx) they had toward the Egyptians and their own enslavement. Thus, Hashem

said: ‘I will make your exile and toil among them so difficult that you will not be able to stand it any longer. Then

you will cry out to Me that you want your redemption to come immediately.’ As long as the Jews could yet endure

their exile, without shaking heaven and earth with their demand to end the slavery, the redemption could not come.” 

R’ Tzvi Elimelech Shapira of Dinov (Igra D’Kallah) would say:

    “The first letters of the words wu h,jekt of,k hkwog  - ‘And I will take you to Me for a nation,’ spell out the month of

wkuktw - the very same month that we become close to Hashem through our prayers and repentance. This alludes to the

promise that Hashem makes that if we do a real Teshuvah - He will indeed take us to Him as His Chosen Nation.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Never give up! Remember, even your most difficult hour only lasts sixty minutes!”
A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS BERYL SENDEROVIC ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON AKIVA i"p.
MAY HE GROW TO BE A SOURCE OF NACHAS TO HIS PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS AND ALL KLAL YISROEL



    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxaaaacccc    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀kkkk    mmmmddddiiiillllrrrr    rrrrnnnnyyyy    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    aaaallll    zzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    wwwwffffggggiiiieeee((((aaaaiiii----hhhh))))
     Let’s face it - no matter what the politicians, pundits, NASA and the media tell us, in truth there is only one reality in
this world. That is Hashem! Ain Od Milvado! Hashem is the source of everything. He made, makes and will make
everything in this world - and in all the worlds! If so what is the purpose of man’s existence? What can a puny human
hope to achieve if he really doesn’t DO anything? The answer is that we all have one thing that we can control and that is
"vrhjc" - free choice. This is not necessarily the freedom to carry out OUR choices (for how often do we plan to do one
thing and wind up doing something else!!), but rather the freedom to make choices in our minds. 
      Towards the end of Parshas Vaera, we see that Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s heart. This seems to be unfair; seemingly
an interference with the only aspect of Pharaoh that he still retained control over. His heart. How could Hashem punish
Pharaoh for something that was not in his control? But, you see, that is exactly the point! Hashem will always make sure a
person truly has free will, and in this case it meant “hardening Pharaoh’s heart!”
    According to the Ramba’n and others, the plagues that decimated Egypt were so horrific and devastating in nature, that
it was absolutely impossible for Pharaoh to retain his sanity under the circumstances. Hashem therefore hardened his heart
so that Pharaoh could retain a clear perception of what was happening and not succumb to the suffering. In this way
Pharaoh truly exercised his own free will and was punished for his very own choices!

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    aaaaxxxxrrrrdddd    iiiippppttttnnnn    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    zzzzggggyyyyzzzz    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    llllkkkkaaaaeeee    eeeeiiiiccccaaaarrrr    zzzziiiiaaaaeeee    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    ddddzzzziiiiaaaa    ccccaaaakkkk    aaaaxxxxrrrr    ̀̀̀̀ aaaaiiiieeee    ooookkkk    ''''dddd    yyyyrrrriiiieeee((((kkkk----gggg))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmrrrrdddd    ggggllllyyyyllll    oooo`̀̀̀nnnn    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    aaaallll    ccccaaaakkkk    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((cccciiii----ffff))))
    Before Moshe even began his epic mission to warn Pharaoh of the impending plagues, Hashem tells him that
Pharaoh’s heart is heavy and he refuses to send out the people. Chazal teach (h-sk r"c): “The wicked are controlled by

their hearts; the righteous control their hearts.” The evil within Pharoah’s heart would not allow him to do the right thing.  
    In 5690 (1929), a cataclysmic event occurred which sent shockwaves all throughout the world. On October 29, a day
known infamously as “Black Tuesday,” the U.S. stock market suddenly and totally collapsed, resulting in the onset of
the Great Depression. It had devastating effects in virtually every country, rich and poor. Personal income dropped,
international trade plunged and unemployment rose - in some countries as high as 33%. Cities all around the world were
hit hard, especially those dependent on heavy industry. It wasn’t until the mid-1930’s that most countries began to
recover although in many areas, the negative effects of the Great Depression lasted until the start of World War II.
    Not surprisingly, the financial situation of the great European Yeshivos became very strained. American Jews no
longer had money to donate as they used to, and among the first expenses they eliminated was the donations they had
been sending to the European Torah centers. In the renowned Lomza Yeshivah, under the aegis of R’ Yechiel

Mordechai Gordon ZT”L, the financial situation became so severe that one day the hanhala and members of the
faculty reluctantly arrived at the decision that they could not keep the yeshivah open any longer. It was decided that after
Shachris the following day, an announcement would be made that there was no money left in the yeshivah’s coffers and
henceforth they would be forced to close their doors. The bochurim would be instructed to go to the dining room where
they would each receive a small amount of food. Then they were to gather their belongings and leave. All four hundred
bochurim would have to go home. That was the plan.
    The next day, however, after Shachris, no announcement was made and nothing seemed out of the ordinary. The Rosh

Yeshivah went over to the mashgiach and spoke to him for a few minutes. Then they both returned to their places. The
bochurim went about their learning as usual. The other members of the faculty were puzzled and asked R’ Yechiel
Mordechai why he had not made the announcement. He explained that when the yeshivah’s financial difficulties had
begun, he had sent letters to various people asking them for donations. Even as they planned to close the yeshivah, he
kept up his hopes. Perhaps they would receive enough money to keep the yeshivah open for another day or two.
    Amazingly, on that very day, a letter came addressed to the Rosh Yeshivah. He opened it, and stared at the contents
incredulously. It was from R’ Yaakov Yosef Herman ZT”L, of New York city, and enclosed was a check for one
thousand dollars! A thousand dollars was a great deal of money and R’ Yechiel Mordechai assured the hanhala that this
money would enable the yeshivah to remain open until the financial situation improved. It was truly a godsend.
    The only question remaining was how R’ Yaakov Yosef could afford to give the Lomza Yeshivah a thousand dollars
at a time when he had just lost virtually all of his money in the Depression? He later confided to a grandson that indeed
the effects of the Depression had hit him extremely hard and much of his business and savings was depleted. When he
checked the bank, he found that all he had left was $1,250. Immediately, he sent one thousand dollars to the Lomza
Yeshivah, and two hundred dollars to Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim in New York to pay the rebbeim, who had
threatened to stop teaching if they did not receive their salaries. He used the remaining fifty dollars to print up a thousand
calendars which listed Shabbos candle-lighting times. He rationalized it this way: “When the yetzer hara (evil
inclination) takes everything, you have to grab the little that remains and use it for matters of kedushah (holiness)!”
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                    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzzwwww`̀̀̀pppp    zzzz`̀̀̀    iiiizzzzrrrrnnnnyyyy    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    mmmmbbbbeeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiizzzziiiixxxxaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    xxxxkkkkffff`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiccccaaaarrrrnnnn    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn                    ((((dddd----eeee))))

    When a rich man loses all his wealth, and is plunged
from the heights of success to an abyss of poverty, his pain
is double: In addition to the financial strain he now faces,
he also has to deal with an emotional wound, for the
memory of his wealth is before him. For the first difficulty,
though, he can find a solution; poor people do manage to
survive. But the emotional pain is unimaginable. As the
years pass, says the Beis Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Halevi
Soloveitchik ZT”L, the first problem becomes more
pronounced, while the second - the memory of the good
times - will eventually fade. With the Almighty, though, it
is different. When the Ribono Shel Olam, “Hears the wails

of Bnei Yisroel,” Hashem is saying that although Klal

Yisroel is far from their rightful place and has sunk into a
new, dreadful reality from their long-forgotten lofty status
as a holy and pure Nation, Hashem has not forgotten. He,
alone, knows who we really are - and He hears our pain. 
    This is the meaning of the words that Hashem spoke to
Moshe Rabbeinu by the Burning Bush: “For I have heard

the (people’s) cry because of their taskmasters, for I know

their pain.” (z-d) R’ Zelig Epstein ZT”L explains that the
Jewish People themselves no longer felt the pain of
displacement, for they were far too numb from the harsh
labor and slavery. Yet it is still considered "uhctfn" - their
pain, their suffering, for whatever pain and tribulation a Jew
experiences is a result of his having lost his lofty status as a
member of Am Yisroel. The numbness and indifference of
enduring our tedious exile is the worst byproduct of golus. 
    “All the problems and issues we face, as a community
and as individuals,” said R’ Zelig, “have their sources in
the form and structure (vrum) of Klal Yisroel having been
diminished. We are not where we should be .....”         

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

ddddiiiidddd    ̀̀̀̀ llll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    cccc`̀̀̀nnnn    ccccaaaakkkk    ccccxxxxaaaa    xxxxggggnnnn    zzzzrrrrkkkk    xxxxiiiihhhhnnnnnnnn    iiiippppppppdddd
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddzzzzrrrr    ccccrrrreeee    ddddccccqqqqeeeedddd    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd    oooonnnnllll    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnnaaaa    eeeeddddnnnnkkkk((((ggggiiii----hhhh))))    

      The Medrash recounts that when Hashem forecast the
coming plague of src - Hail, Moshe told Pharaoh,
“Behold, (Hashem) will make it rain this time tomorrow,”

and he marked an indentation in the wall to indicate that
when the sun’s shadow would reach the mark, the plague
would begin. Of course, Pharaoh and the Egyptians were
looking for any way to disprove Moshe and this was a way
for them to demand that if the hail would come a moment
earlier or later, then they would reject Moshe’s credibility. 
    Why would Moshe do this? Why place his - and
ultimately the Almighty’s - words in doubt? R’ Meir

Leibish Malbim ZT”L provides a remarkable answer
based on a known scientific fact. The plague of src, the
combination of fire and ice, came crashing to the ground
through a contrivance of three elements: Hail, thunder and
lightning. The hail was the harmful, physical manifestation;
the thunder provided the ear-splitting sound effects, while
the lightning displayed the terrifying visual aspect.  Due to
their varying properties, though, they all travel to earth at
different speeds. Although they all may originate simultan-
eously, the lightning would reach the ground before the
thunder, since it travels at the speed of light, and both
would arrive much more quickly than the actual hail. As a
result, the sign that Moshe cut into the wall would allow
the Egyptians to argue that Moshe was a false prophet
since all three elements were part of the plague.
     Thus, Hashem made the thunder, lightning and hail all
arrive on earth at exactly the same moment that the sunlight
reached the mark on the wall. The miracle of the Barad, was
that Hashem deliberately orchestrated events, even changing
the properties of the elements, so that the Egyptians could
not possibly deny the truth of Moshe’s prophecy.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: When an animal finds itself outside of its natural
habitat, it tends to become scared, disoriented and docile.
One exception is the elephant, who has shown to be able
to adapt to a foreign environment. In fact, the elephant is
considered quite an intelligent animal. Rashi (:tk ihcurhg)
writes that two animals - monkeys and elephants - are
considered "ohsnukn" - wise and scholarly! The Meiri (oa)
goes even further and says that it would be possible for an
elephant to understand as many as 70 languages!
    In Sefer Otzar Hayedios, an unusual tale is recorded.

In one of the ancient marketplaces, an elephant was once
walking past a cluster of shops that sold flour and other
baking goods. The storeowners saw the big lumbering
animal and began shouting at it, using all sorts of derogatory
words and laughing derisively at it and their cleverness. 
    The elephant just kept on walking by and headed straight
down to the river. There, it filled up its long trunk with water
and turned back to the stalls. When it reached the flour
shops, it lifted its trunk and sprayed water in all the shops,
ruining the flour and the shopkeepers’ business!   
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