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“wna: During the plague of "avy", the wild beasts were
given unusual intelligence from their Creator, to fulfill their
important mission. The Egyptians had locked themselves in
their homes and hid inside. Hashem sent long-limbed beasts
A SERIES IN HALACHAH WE
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘
HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (55)
The Beracha of Mezonos (cont.). Last week we began
discussing the berachos on grain. (Rice is a filler like the five
grains and has the same basic halachos regarding the n>72
MWNT except that it can never become N¥¥N and its 1572
NN is always mwa) X3, not NN 9Y.) The different
berachos on the different stages are built upon the following
logic. The closer a food item is to its natural state, the more
“snack-like” it is, thus requiring a lesser beracha. The more it
becomes processed and cultivated, it becomes a better filler and
more “meal-like”, deserving a higher status beracha to express
our gratitude for this stage.
Uncooked, Unbaked or Whole Kernel Cooked. Uncooked
or unbaked grain items, such as puffed wheat cereal, puffed rice
cake, or roasted grain kernels such as granola and uncooked
wheat germ, require the beracha of NN (1) as we explained
in detail last week. Even if these items would be cooked,
however, if the full kernel is still there and it kept its shape, the
beracha remains M™NN ). This is relevant to those people who
buy the five grains from health stores which has the whole
kernel plus its bran. If they cook it and the kernels keep their
form they make nimnn.
Cooked or Chopped Grain and Flour. If grain is broken-
down or shelled and then cooked, it becomes a better filler and
requires a Mezonos and M0 Yy 3). For this very reason,
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to climb up on the roof, break a hole in the beams and then
reach down and unlock the front door so the rest of the
animals could get inside! Rather than attack each other, the
wild beasts wisely teamed up to perform the will of Hashem.
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items such as oatmeal, farina and cooked wheat germ all require
a Mezonos. Cooked barley or barley that is found in the cholent
also requires a Mezonos. There is one exception to the above. If
one made the cooked grain cereal with so much water that it is
thin enough to drink easily it takes on the status of a drink and
even if he eats it with a spoon the beracha is 920w and its
after-beracha is v XM @. This can be relevant when
someone accidently adds too much water to the farina.

Certainly if one takes flour and cooks it, such as the way we
make noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, etc., this takes it even further
away from its original grain form and requires a Mezonos and
N Y . Similarly, if one makes a dough or flaky dough and
cooks it, as in lasagna or kreplach, the same berachos are said.
Even though it is baked after cooking, it is still only Mezonos
and not considered bread. In all of the above, there is no
bread-like appearance and no matter how much one eats, the
beracha s still Mezonos.

It is said that the famous Yerushalmi-type luckshen kugel
served by Shabbos morning kiddushim (Yerushalmi Kugel)
was instituted to be used as NMyo O WPP instead of cake,
in order that one can eat alot and still have no question of
washing, hamotzie and bentching.

CORRECTION: There was a “typo” error in the Halacha
section of Parshas Vayechi. It should have read: During a bread
meal, one does not usually make a beracha on drinks.
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R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT’L (Chiddushei HaRim) would say:

“Hashem promised to redeem Bnei Yisroel ‘from under the burden (m>av) of Egypt.” - meaning, from their
acceptance and the patience (nMY20) they had toward the Egyptians and their own enslavement. Thus, Hashem
said: ‘I will make your exile and toil among them so difficult that you will not be able to stand it any longer. Then
you will cry out to Me that you want your redemption to come immediately.” As long as the Jews could yet endure
their exile, without shaking heaven and earth with their demand to end the slavery, the redemption could not come.”

R’ Tzvi Elimelech Shapira of Dinov (Igra D’Kallah) would say:

“The first letters of the words 'Oy %9 DONNNNPOY - ‘And I will take you to Me for a nation,”’ spell out the month of
9N’ - the very same month that we become close to Hashem through our prayers and repentance. This alludes to the
promise that Hashem makes that if we do a real Teshuvah - He will indeed take us to Him as His Chosen Nation.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Never give up! Remember, even your most difficult hour only lasts sixty minutes!”
A SPECIALMAZELTOVTOMR & MRS BERYL SENDEROVIC ON THE BAR MITZV AH OF THEIR SON AKIVA ).
MAYHE GROWTO BE & SOURCE OF NACHAS TOHIS PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS AND ALLKLAL YISROEL
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TQO YOU DIRECTLY. PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOOQ.COM.
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Before Moshe even began his epic mission to warn Pharaoh of the impending plagues, Hashem tells him that
Pharaoh’s heart is heavy and he refuses to send out the people. Chazal teach (>-154"2): “The wicked are controlled by
their hearts; the righteous control their hearts.” The evil within Pharoah’s heart would not allow him to dothe right thing.

In 5690 (1929), a cataclysmic event occurred which sent shockwaves all throughout the world. On October 29, a day
known infamously as “Black Tuesday,” the U.S. stock market suddenly and totally collapsed, resulting in the onset of
the Great Depression. It had devastating effects in virtually every country, rich and poor. Personal income dropped,
international trade plunged and unemploymentrose - in some countries as high as 33%. Cities all around the world were
hit hard, especially those dependent on heavy industry. It wasn’t until the mid-1930’s that most countries began to
recover althoughin many areas, the negative effects of the Great Depression lasted until the start of World War I1.

Not surprisingly, the financial situation of the great European Yeshivos became very strained. American Jews no
longer had money to donate as they used to, and among the first expenses they eliminated was the donations they had
been sending to the European Torah centers. In the renowned Lomza Yeshivah, under the aegis of R’ Yechiel
Mordechai Gordon ZT”L, the financial situation became so severe that one day the hanhala and members of the
facultyreluctantly arrived at the decision that they could not keep the yeshivah open anylonger. It was decided that after
Shachris the following day, an announcement would be made that there was no money left in the yeshivah’s coffers and
henceforth they would be forced to close their doors. The bochurim would be instructed to go to the dining room where
they would each receive a small amount of food. Then they were to gather their belongings and leave. All four hundred
bochurimwould haveto gohome. That was the plan.

The next day, however, after Shachris, noannouncement was made and nothing seemed out of the ordinary. The Rosh
Yeshivah went over to the mashgiach and spoke to him for a few minutes. Then they both returned to their places. The
bochurim went about their learning as usual. The other members of the faculty were puzzled and asked R’ Yechiel
Mordechai why he had not made the announcement. He explained that when the yeshivah’s financial difficulties had
begun, he had sent letters to various people asking them for donations. Even as they planned to close the yeshivah, he
keptup his hopes. Perhaps they would receive enough money to keep the yeshivah open for another day or two.

Amazingly, on that very day, a letter came addressed to the Rosh Yeshivah. He opened it, and stared at the contents
incredulously. It was from R’ Yaakov Yosef Herman ZT”’L, of New York city, and enclosed was a check for one
thousand dollars! A thousand dollars was a great deal of moneyand R’ Yechiel Mordechai assured the hanhala that this
money would enablethe yeshivahtoremain open until the financial situation improved. It was trulya godsend.

The only question remaining was how R’ Yaakov Yosef could afford to give the Lomza Yeshivah a thousand dollars
at a time when he had just lost virtually all of his money in the Depression? He later confided to a grandson that indeed
the effects of the Depression had hit him extremely hard and much of his business and savings was depleted. When he
checked the bank, he found that all he had left was $1,250. Immediately, he sent one thousand dollars to the Lomza
Yeshivah, and two hundred dollars to Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim in New York to pay the rebbeim, who had
threatened tostop teaching iftheydid notreceive their salaries. Heused the remaining fifty dollars to printup athousand
calendars which listed Shabbos candle-lighting times. He rationalized it this way: “When the yetzer hara (evil

inclination) takeseverything, youhavetograbthelittlethatremains and useit for matters of kedushah (holiness)!”
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wm: When an animal finds itself outside of its natural
habitat, it tends to become scared, disoriented and docile.
One exception is the elephant, who has shown to be able
to adapt to a foreign environment. In fact, the elephant is
considered quite an intelligent animal. Rashi (:xY 2yY)
writes that two animals - monkeys and elephants - are
considered "0>1mY1" - wise and scholarly! The Meiri (ow)
goes even further and says that it would be possible for an
elephanttounderstandasmanyas 70languages!

In Sefer Otzar Hayedios, an unusual tale is recorded.

In one of the ancient marketplaces, an elephant was once
walking past a cluster of shops that sold flour and other
baking goods. The storeowners saw the big lumbering
animal and began shouting at it, using all sorts of derogatory
words and laughing derisively at it and their cleverness.

The elephant just kept on walking by and headed straight
down to theriver. There, it filled up its long trunk with water
and turned back to the stalls. When it reached the flour
shops, it lifted its trunk and sprayed water in all the shops,
ruining the flour and the shopkeepers’ business!
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When a rich man loses all his wealth, and is plunged
from the heights of success to an abyss of poverty, his pain
is double: In addition to the financial strain he now faces,
he also has to deal with an emotional wound, for the
memory of his wealth is before him. For the first difficulty,
though, he can find a solution; poor people do manage to
survive. But the emotional pain is unimaginable. As the
years pass, says the Beis Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Halevi
Soloveitchik ZT”’L, the first problem becomes more
pronounced, while the second - the memory of the good
times - will eventually fade. With the Almighty, though, it
isdifferent. When the Ribono Shel Olam, “Hears the wails
of Bnei Yisroel,” Hashem is saying that although Klal
Yisroel is far from their rightful place and has sunk into a
new, dreadful reality from their long-forgotten lofty status
as a holy and pure Nation, Hashem has not forgotten. He,
alone, knows who we really are - and He hears our pain.
This is the meaning of the words that Hashem spoke to
Moshe Rabbeinu by the Burning Bush: “For I have heard
the (people’s) cry because of their taskmasters, for I know
their pain.” (3-) R’ Zelig Epstein ZT”’L explains that the
Jewish People themselves no longer felt the pain of
displacement, for they were far too numb from the harsh
labor and slavery. Yet itis still considered "vaxon” - their
pain, their suffering, for whatever pain and tribulation a Jew
experiences is a result of his having lost his lofty status as a
member of Am Yisroel. The numbness and indifference of
enduring our tedious exile is the worst byproduct of golus.
“All the problems and issues we face, as a community
and as individuals,” said R* Zelig, “have their sources in
the form and structure (") of Klal Yisroel having been
diminished. We are not where we should be .....”
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The Medrash recounts that when Hashem forecast the
coming plague of 712 - Hail, Moshe told Pharaoh,
“Behold, (Hashem)will make it rain this time tomorrow,”
and he marked an indentation in the wall to indicate that
when the sun’s shadow would reach the mark, the plague
would begin. Of course, Pharaoh and the Egyptians were
looking for any way to disprove Moshe and this was a way
for them to demand that if the hail would come a moment
earlier or later, then they would reject Moshe’s credibility.
Why would Moshe do this? Why place his - and
ultimately the Almighty’s - words in doubt? R’ Meir
Leibish Malbim ZT”L provides a remarkable answer
based on a known scientific fact. The plague of 712, the
combination of fire and ice, came crashing to the ground
through a contrivance of three elements: Hail, thunder and
lightning. The hail was the harmful, physical manifestation;
the thunder provided the ear-splitting sound effects, while
the lightning displayed the terrifying visual aspect. Dueto
their varying properties, though, they all travel to earth at
differentspeeds. Althoughtheyall mayoriginatesimultan-
eously, the lightning would reach the ground before the
thunder, since it travels at the speed of light, and both
would arrive much more quickly than the actual hail. Asa
result, the sign that Moshe cut into the wall would allow
the Egyptians to argue that Moshe was a false prophet
since allthree elements were part of the plague.

Thus, Hashem made the thunder, lightning and hail all
arrive on earth at exactly the same moment that the sunlight
reached the mark on the wall. The miracle of the Barad, was
that Hashem deliberately orchestrated events, even changing
the properties of the elements, so that the Egyptians could
not possibly deny the truth of Moshe’s prophecy.

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Let’s face it - no matter what the politicians, pundits, NASA and the media tell us, in truth there is only one reahty n
this world. That is Hashem! Ain Od Milvado! Hashem is the source of everything. He made, makes and will make
everything in this world - and in all the worlds! If so what is the purpose of man’s existence? What can a puny human
hopeto achieveif hereally doesn’t DO anything? The answer is that we all have one thing that we can control and that is
"nn2" - free choice. This is not necessarily the freedom to carry out OUR choices (for how often do we plan to do one
thingand windup doing somethingelse!!), butrather the freedom to make choices in our minds.

Towards the end of Parshas Vaera, we see that Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s heart. This seems to be unfair; seemingly
an interference with the only aspect of Pharaoh that he still retained control over. His heart. How could Hashem punish
Pharaoh for something that was not in his control ? But, you see, that is exactly the point! Hashem will always make sure a
persontrulyhasfree will,andinthiscaseitmeant “hardening Pharaoh’sheart!”

According tothe Ramba’n and others, the plagues that decimated Egypt were sohorrific and devastating in nature, that
itwas absolutelyimpossible for Pharaoh toretain his sanityunderthe circumstances. Hashemthereforehardened hisheart
so that Pharaoh could retain a clear perception of what was happening and not succumb to the suffering. In this way
Pharaoh truly exercised his own free will and was punished for his very own choices!




