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Sl Chazal teach: (25 MA712) "9y N9 MynT »wv" - The

gates of tears are never sealed. How great is the power of
tears? Says R” Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a, it allowed Leah
to rise up to an even greater level than her sister Rochel,

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (34

Paying a Worker (in a Timely Fashion). The Gemara ()

states that four things can destroy the wealth of affluent and

influential people. The first two are:

1) "yow 90w »wan’ - those that keep pushing off paying workers
by saying, “T have no time now, come back tomorrow.”

2) "yow v spwy’ - Rashi explains this to mean one who
refuses to pay what he owes to a worker. The Maharsha
asks on Rashi’s explanation: why does it say "pww" it should
have said "5 since this is an outright theft? Therefore, the
Maharsha learns that "“pwy" refers to one who doesn’t pay on
time, even if he doesn’t push him off again and again. This,
too, according to Maharsha, can destroy a person’s wealth.

Paying on Time. There are six commandments - five negative

and one positive - that refer to paying a worker. Three of these

mitzvos refer to paying on time. If one pays on time he fulfills the
mitzvah of @) "YW Yy - “In its day, you shall give him his
wages.” Paying a worker “on time” means:

reoyn?

according to the Ariza’l. It was Leah who married Yaakov
first; Leah who delivered six of the twelve shevatim. How did
she merit this? All because of the tears she shed when she
was younger. The tears of a Jew never go uncollected!
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2) If he finished during the night, he must get paid before
daybreak. If he didn’t pay on time when he should have, and
the money was available, he has transgressed the negative
commandment of " Ty TN Pow TOWA YoN N - “Do not
allow to stay overnight until morning, the payment for a hired
worker” @ by not paying before daybreak.
Examples. If one hired a baby-sitter (even a halachic minor
under bar/bas mitzvah), a plumber or a painter for a one-time job,
without making up in advance when to pay, payment is due at
the end of the job. If the job was finished at night, (i.e. a baby-
sitter), payment is due before daybreak. If it was finished in the
daylight period of the day, payment is due before sunset. If
payment was not made by the deadline, the one who hired
himv/her has transgressed one of the above-mentioned mitzvos.

If they made up to pay at a later date, this issur does not apply
even on that date, since it is not the day of work. Similarly, if it is
customary that this type of tradesman sends a bill and doesn’t
expect payment until then, this issur does not apply. However,
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although the Torah prohibition doesn’t apply, there is still a
Rabbinic prohibition of not paying in the customary time. Most
services that send a bill expect payment within 15 or 30 days. If

commandment of "wnwn oy NN X" - “Do not (wait) until  ON€ Was .de?linquel.lt.i.n paying in this ti.me, he has transgressed
the sun sets” 3)by not paying before sunset. this Rabbinic prohibition ). (To be continued)
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Chacham Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon ZT”’L (Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim) writes:

“In Yaakov’s dream, he saw a ladder rising from the ground up to the sky and Hashem was ‘standing’ at the top.
The literal interpretation of the word '2¥) is standing upright, however, with relation to the Creator of the World, it
has a different connotation; '28) means fixed and unmoving, as in the posuk, (0-V> ©5NN) 'DNWYA 1) T12T O’ -
‘Forever, Your word is constant in the Heavens.” One may denote from our posuk that the Almighty must always be

'

‘fixed’ - y1p - at the top of the ladder of life, and one who makes the effort to rise up to Him, is called an 'n>y'.

R’ Chaim Halberstam of Sanz ZT”’L (Divrei Chaim) would say:

“In the Haggadah we say: "IN TW DWW’ - ‘An Aramean was destroying my father.” This is a reference to Lavan the
Arami, who caused our forefather Yaakov so much pain and hardship and tried to do away with him in various ways,
all to no avail. It is interesting to note that the text does not read 72’ (destroyed) in the past tense, but rather T2’
(destroying) in the present tense. This teaches us that the hatred of the non-Jews - the Arameans - continues unabated
till this very day. It is a 'yy12 1551’ - a well-known tradition that the hatred of the gentiles persists in all generations.”

1) If the work was finished during the day, he must get paid by
sunset. If he didn’t pay on time when he should have, and the
money was available, he has transgressed the negative

A Wise Man would say:

“This generation is very self-centered - all about the i; iPod, iMac, iBook, iPhone, etc. And just when we thought

the world was changin%:- the wii came oglt - with two ii’s in it!”
oo
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Before one of his trips to America, fundraising on behalf of the Mir Yeshivah, the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel

ZT”L approached a certain kollel member and asked if he could possibly drive him to Bnei Brak in order to receive a
blessing from the Ponovezher Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Eliezer Menachem Mann Shach ZT”’L, as was his wont to do quite
often before traveling abroad. Of course, the yungerman was excited and jumped at the opportunity, and even mentioned to a
relative - a bochur learning in a different yeshivah - that he was going to Bnei Brak that day with R” Nosson Tzvi. His relative
begged him to take him along on what was to be undoubtedly a memorable meeting between two gedolei hador.

Ten minutes before they were to set out for Bnei Brak, as the yungerman pulled his tiny Israeli car up to the Mir Rosh
Yeshivah’s home, he saw another of the Roshei Yeshivah, R’ Aryeh Finkel Shlit’a, hurrying toward the home. He walked up
to the car and said, “I heard that you will be driving the Rosh Yeshivah to see Rav Shach, and I was wondering if I could come
along as well.” Well, why not, as it would be an even greater honor for the driver with two Roshei Yeshivah in the car.

Another two minutes went by and suddenly they noticed a man running down the street headed right for the home of R’
Nosson Tzvi. Stopping in front of the car, R’ Binyamin Carlebach Shlit’a, another of the distinguished Roshei Yeshivah of
Mir, asked the driver, “Do you think it’s possible for me to come along with you to Rav Shach? I heard that you were taking
the Rosh Yeshivah and I would love to come along.” Well, now it would definitely be a tight squeeze in the tiny automobile -
there were three Roshei Yeshivah, the driver and his relative - but he said that they can try to make it work.

R’ Nosson Tzvi came out of his house and saw how the traveling party had grown exponentially. He immediately invited
R’ Aryeh to take the front seat, since he was the oldest of all those present. Then, without the slightest hint of pretension, R’
Nosson Tzvi climbed into the backseat and moved over to the middle to make room for the other passengers to join him. With
R’ Binyamin Carlebach on one side, and the bochur from Brisk on the other side, with the Mir Rosh Yeshivah literally
sandwiched between them, they drove for the next 45 minutes from Jerusalem to the home of Rav Shach in Bnei Brak.

After they had concluded the visit with Rav Shach, R’ Nosson Tzvi asked the driver if he would mind making another stop.
It turns out that the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah ZT”’L was in town and R’ Nosson Tzvi wanted to invite him to give a
shmuess later that week in the Mir Yeshivah. So, they all got back into the cramped car and drove to the next stop, a few
blocks away. After that, R> Nosson Tzvi made one final request: to take him to the home of a certain widow whom he wished
to visit in order to give her a bit of chizuk, and so they all squeezed in once again and drove to her house.

While the Rosh Yeshivah was inside, the driver quietly walked over to the Brisker bochur, and handed him a few shekel.
“Listen, I feel terrible that the Rosh Yeshivah has to sit so cramped in the backseat. Do me a favor, and when we pass the 400
bus stop (the bus that travels between Bnei Brak and Jerusalem), I will stop at the corner and you jump out. Use this money
and take the bus back, so that the Rosh Yeshivah (who was over six feet tall!) does not have to endure another torturous drive
back.” His relative was only too happy to oblige, as he was feeling bad for causing the Rosh Yeshivah to sit so uncomfortably.

When R’ Nosson Tzvi got back into the car and took his middle seat in the back, the car drove off and headed towards the
city’s exit. A single minute went by before R” Nosson Tzvi suddenly hooked his arm into the arm of the bochur squeezed in
on his side and with his free hand, clamped down on the bochur’s arm. The boy looked stricken for a moment and turned to
the Rosh Yeshivah, but R’ Nosson Tzvi was staring straight ahead, with a beatific smile that belied a total understanding of the
entire situation. As the car approached the 400 bus stop, the driver slowed and came to a stop. He waited for a moment,
expecting the bochur to open the door and jump out of the car. But he didn’t. Looking into the rearview mirror, he caught his
eye and said calmly, “Nu .... out!” At that point, the Rosh Yeshivah spoke up. “He can’t get out,” he said in his usual slow

lilting incantation. “Why ... why not?” asked the driver, confused and at least a bit annoyed at his uncooperative relative.
R’ Nosson Tzvi again smiled and replied, “Because he is stuck!”” Not relinquishing his grip on the boy’s arm, they drove all

the way back to Jerusalem arm in arm!
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Swn: There was once a poor man who went to listen to a
shiur from his Rav, and heard that if he were to be stringent
in the area of tzedakah - namely donating 10% of his
earnings to charity - he will automatically become rich.

“Chazal teach: wynnv »ava Yy - ‘Tithe in order to
become wealthy’ (.0 7myn),” said the Rav, and the poor man
was deeply inspired. That very day, he set aside ten percent
of everything he owned, and gave it away to charity.

Then he waited. And waited. And waited. But for some

strange reason, the words of the Rav were not coming true.
He remained as poor as he ever was. This saddened him and
he began to cry and pray to the Almighty in Heaven.

For days and weeks, he continued to cry bitter tears and
with a little effort, his life soon turned around .... and he
became rich! When he was later asked if he thought that the
“segulah” of tithing to become rich really works, he
responded that there’s no question it works, but in order to
merit its success, one needs to shed copious tears in prayer!

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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The fact that Yaakov Avinu was “afraid” is to his credit.
If the average person had a dream similar to the one that
Yaakov had, explains the Sefas Emes, R’ Yehudah Leib
Alter ZT”L, containing angels and a personal guarantee
from the Almighty to protect and watch over him, he most
likely would have acted differently. He would have gone
about boasting that Hashem spoke to him, much like Lavan
did later on when he told Yaakov, “I have it in my power to
harm you, but your father’s G-d spoke to me last night and
said be careful not to speak good or bad to Yaakov.”
Yaakov, however, was truly frightened, due to his fear of
Heaven, because he was a sincere "N ¥N' - man of truth.
Rashi clarifies Yaakov’s words here: “‘Hashem is truly
in this place but I did not know it’ - for had I known it, [
never would haver slept in a holy place like this.” What a
tremendous lesson to be learned from here, exclaimed R’
Aryeh Levine ZT”L, while delivering a shmuess to a
group of young yeshivah bochurim. Yaakov Avinu spent
fourteen years studying constantly and tirelessly in the
yeshivah of Shem and Aver. He finally rested on the
mountain that Hashem chose for him, and when he awoke,
his first reaction was that he never should have slept at all!
“My dear boys,” R’ Aryeh said with true love and a
paternal affection emanating from every word, “this is the
reaction you should maintain in your younger years! You
must realize that these years that you are fortunate to spend
in the walls of the yeshivah studying Torah are the greatest
days of your lives! You may not recognize how valuable
this time is now, but let me tell you that it is supremely
important and essential in shaping who you will be for the
rest of your lives. If you know now what you will surely
learn then, you will have no need to say, ‘Had I known this,
I never would have slept in such a holy place!”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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One of the the most profound questions in all of Jewish
chronicle is this: How did Yaakov Avinu - the greatest of all
the Avos (maxn »na), one of the “legs” (9x37) upon which the
Almighty’s holy throne of glory rests - marry two sisters? Is
this not one of the most cardinal sins in all of halacha?

The Ben Ish Chai, Chacham Yosef Chaim ZT”L,
answers that in fact Rochel and Leah were not Jews (D) in
the strictest sense. They were not descendants of Avraham
and Yitzchok, but were the daughters of Lavan. Thus, they
were not worthy of marrying Yaakov until they converted.
Now, since a Ger has the halachic distinction of own Yo"
"7 (like a newborn infant), for his conversion in essence
converts him into an entirely new person, he loses any
connection to his previous existence. As a result, the one-time
sisters Rochel and Leah were no more, for as converts, they
were new people who were permitted to marry the same man.

A man seeking a shidduch visited R> Chaim Kanievsky
Shlit’a seeking advice and a beracha, one of the many
individuals who visit the fzaddik during the afternoon hours.
Described to be in his mid 30’s, he visited the Rav a number
of months ago, explaining with tears in his eyes, that he was
having difficulty finding a shidduch, and asked R’ Chaim
for a beracha. The Rav probed the man’s details somewhat
and reportedly responded, “Your zivug (soulmate) hasn’t
been born. Beracha Vehatzlacha.” The man was left in
tears, despondent over hearing R’ Chaim’s words.

The man recently returned to R’ Chaim, this time with a
smile on his face “Rebbe, I am engaged,” he announced.
Those present were surprised wondering how he accompli-
shed this in a few short months after hearing the Rav’s words.
The chosson explained that his kallah is a n») (convert)
who converted to Judaism a month earlier, explaining R’
Chaim’s words, “Your zivug has not been born.”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Our matriarch Leah gave birth to her fourth child and said "n nX NPT oyan" - “This time I thank Hashem.” The

Medrash explains that it was at this very special moment that Leah truly acquired the middah of Hakaras HaTov -

appreciation for others. Not only that, but since Leah channeled her immense joy into a special appreciation for Hashem,

she merited to have two very special descendants who also achieved this lofty level of Hakaras HaTov. They were Yehuda

who said "y NP 78" - admitting that he had been with Tamar and that she was indeed the righteous one, and Dovid HaMelech,
who wrote in Tehillim, "YTon ©oW2>3 W0 % "o Y1 - “Praise to Hashem for He is good; for He does righteousness forever.”

It makes sense that Dovid Hamelech, who sang Hashem’s praises, should be regarded as Leah’s descendant as a zechus for
her great show of Hakaras HaTov, but what does Yehudah’s confession have to do with appreciation? R’ Yitzchok Hutner
ZT”L answers that the two words “appreciation” and “confession” in Hebrew are both "m1in". They share the same essence. In
truth, a real expression of thanks comes from the admission that you are needy and dependant on others and certainly on
Hashem. One who is too egocentric to recognize his helplessness, can never really become an appreciative person!

Hakaras HaTov is the stepping stone to greatness. When you focus on the negative and COMPLAIN - you beCOMe a
PLAIN person. However, if you are filled with GRATITUDE - you will have a GReat ATTITUDE towards everyone in
your life because you are humble enough to admit how needy you are and how thankful you must be for all that is yours.




