
 hf ugna hf ohrvmc ;xuh tuc sg vjbnv ,t ubhfhu
 /// ojk ukfth oa(vf-dn)shxpnu hk gnua ost iht - 

    t :h"arhuh"ar ka uaurhpcu ubhbpka trenc  /ohtb ohkfc uvuryg 'ubhnzv - ubhf
v�U�m (th euxp) khgk vbvs vbvs /ckca ,uhnunegv rahhk v,kufhca vrtv ovc ah
cegha ubk vnsb hjya ycnc/wvjbn ahtk ushruvu .rtv ,rnzn ujew uhbck cegh
uhkt kpyb sjta vturv jehp aht /uc rjuc vhv jehp kfa yuap sgmc rjc ubhct
'rnukf 'wesm hfrswc uhkgn uekxk vxbn ubht'ohkdr ovk ihta ,ubgyc u,ut ehmnu
tk rah ost uhkt kpybv gdpv vhv ukhta ihcn tuv'ung esmva ohgbfanv ohrcs
o,kj,v cfhg tk rauhva rjtnu 'vkj,v ovk ihta ,ubgyc tuck kkf zhgn vhv

ka lrsc rjuc ubht ifku/opux kg ghpah tk odv'h(vw ka lrsc ot hf wesum v'h(vw 
rcfa uz thva ihcn tuv 'vkcenv ,t scfnv ,nhhuxn vb,nc uhkgn uekxnu 'wofj
'if dvb ubhct cegh oda ohrcux Ubh�h�v lf /uh,ubgyk ;ux vrvnc thcvk lrsv ,t tmn,
oua tkku 'opfc kuug tk kg ovhkt kpyb ohrmn ka kaunva uhbcn gna tuv hrv
sjt kfk rhzjvu ovc k,hv ;xubcu 'ohkdrn ,khkg ovhkg khkgv ,uesmun ,ujfuv
hgmnt ov uh,ubgya ostc rcusn tka ihcv vz kfn 'u,j,nt hpc ubunn ,t ovn
tuvv ahtk ,,ku vagn ,uagk aha ihcvu 'iusnu chr rrugk hgmnt ot hf 'rauh aeck
'vjbnv ,kuf, v,hv vn ohturaf okut /uhbc ihck ubhc xjhv ,t rpak lfcu 'vjbn
'ung v,hv ,rjt vghs ubhct cegha ohtur ubt 'rzunv kaunv hbpc thcvk ars v,uta
,rnznw ;xuhk vb,ni,ub vhv tk k"bvwjehpwv hf 'udhavk ufz tk ubunf rnuj hmureu
hbhn kfn ohtkn ,urmutk vfza kusd vf  kaunk wvb,nw vz cajb tk u,gsk 'w.rtv
hrm ygnw'wygnw er rcs kfn ,,k cegh aehca od vnu ',uerhu ,urhp hbhn kfnu ids

 

 /// wudu ovc an,avk ,uar ubk ihtu ov asue ukkv ,urbv(ukkv ,urbv)
vfubj ,tzu vfubj ,urhb ihbgc -

    i hrcs ohguskkkk""""zzzzhhhhrrrrttttvvvvrnd ;ux rehga" - wvfubj ,tzw ihbgc ubk vkd,ba vnc 
 uhrcs tcuv) "vfubjc thv vnh,jvhhhhgggg    ,,,,cccc    rrrrppppxxxxcccc/(ohrpx vnf sugu 'cahu ,arp i

vnh,jv ka ihsv rnd ;uxu vfubj ka y"uhv ,sucg ihc raev uvn 'c"m vz rcsu
vfubj ,tz sg kukt asuj atrna 'ohausev ohrpxvc sug t,htu /ohtrub ohnhn

/vfubj hnh og raev uvn c"m vz rcsu /vcua,k kduxn inz tuv
',umnv kfn thba vz vumns /vfubj rb ,eksv ,umn ruthc ohsevc ihbgv k"bu    

 hrcsf ,hcv hbc t"fk sjt rbc hdx ihsv rehgns 'w,hcv ,umnw thv hrvarrrrccccjjjjnnnnvvvv
 '(t"gr, whx) ,gsk kcttttt""""nnnnrrrrvvvvv eksh ,hcv hbcn t"f 'lkuvu ',hc uk ihta hnu /vrubn

ifu /,ekusa vtura vrubn kg 'vturv ,frc lrcn tkt 'vrubnv ehksn ubht lrsc
kfn rtucn hrv /,umnc ccuxn tv,a hsf vzuznv ka ktunac ujhbvk ,umna 'ubhmn
kg uz vumn k"zj ugce gusns 'c"mu /,hcv kg ihs tuv vrubnv ,eksv ,umna 'rbv
ehksh sjtu sjt kf f"t 'txhb hnuxrpk tuv vrubnv ,eksvc ihbgv hrv ',hcv

 'ohcrv uc tmnb tka cujrc rs tuv otu 'ohcrv xubhf ouenc vrubnv,hcc uheksh

kaun kg ghpavk hsfc lf kf vyuap vb,nc ihtk"bv wihcnwv ,gsku 'wacs ygnu
,uagk uz ihgf vb,n vkufh ifa vn'ub,ubv hbpc uxjh ,ubak lf kf rhagu kusd
tk ot - rnthu ihcnv lhanh - gsuh hnu 'uthcnv vzk vnhkfu iuhzc tuv 'wu,gskw
ohkzkzna lf kg kaunv xgfh hf 'ub,ubv ka ubudh kg iudh ;hxuvk vchx od uz vhv,

/vhb,ub ,t ahbgvk aechu 'ukt ihgf ,ub,n uk ohjkuau uc
hbc uaec vrvnc tka ukt ,uharpc ohtura hpfu 'v-h hycav od ugsh ,tz kf    
vz vhvu 'ovk ehmnv vz og ojkhvk hsf ohhgcy kgv ovh,ujufc an,avk cegh
hpf ung dvb,vk uaec ohbp kf kgu 'uk ohkufh uhvh tk ova wv ,tn vrhzdu vchx
vb,nc vkhj,fkn ohrjuc uhv tk ov oda rgak if ot ohkufhu 'chhjn gcyva
iunyv lrgv reh .pj vzht kaunvk uk jkah ovhcta obumr vhv o,xv inu 'uz ihgf
,t scfk o,cuja ubhcv ov 'rcs ovhctk urhgv tk kgupc okut /uhzbd ,hcc
hsf vkyck vchx vbht ohrmn kaun hbpn o,trhu 'cmn kfc ;eu, uk ah ovhct

 /,tzf ,gk ,uagk ohfhrm vn wihcnw ubht tuva ovhctk rhcxvk
od ujrfuv 'u,truv ,t ovhct vbha tk vtmu,fu 'ovhctc sucf udvba rjtu    
ohtur ubhbpka h"ar hrcscu 'ukjc tk ,tzc oda ohtur iftu 'thva unf vnhhek
lrsf 'ohtb ohkfc vrygku vrtpk iufbk utr sug 'vnhhekn ugbnb tka er tka
tyck hsf vnuhe ,gac u,ut ohrtpna vumn uc ohauga .pjc vaug ostva
suchfw ,umn unhhe v,bh,bca uz vb,n v-h hycav urthp lf 'uhkg vchcj vumnva
iucaj oua ihta ubhcv hf 'uz ihgf vumn ka vh,utmu,n sutn uaaja ;t kg 'wct
;xuh jna vnf o,gs kg ukgv tk kkf ov ?,ntv vhv vnu /vumn ouhe hbpc snug
vgubm vb,n rehhn oshmk snugv kaunva o,gs kg ukgv tk kkf ov 'uz vb,nc
sg o,gs kg ukgv tk kkf ov 'vfz vk vscfbv vfuknv ,cuy kfn ;kt hp uz

/racv hbhgc vtrn rmhva ,uthmnv in h,hntv ,uthmnv eujr vnf
ihkufha 'vnusfu vmn 'ckuku 'rpua unf uz vumn huvku /ohcrv oa tmnba arsnv
kg ,kyuna vumn tuv vrubnv ,eksv ,umn gusn 'vmrha ouen kfc onhhek
/inav teus utny gusnu 'ohbnav kf utnhyu kfhvk uxbfb ohbuhv vbvs 'k"bu ?,hcv

 ruthckkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvrat 'wufu ktrah ka vausevu vru,v kyck ohbuhv ,buuf hf" :k"zu '
tuv vausev rehgu 'ktrahn vausevu ,hkfav vru,v kyck vhv ohbuhv ,buuf kf
teusu /kfhvca ohbnav kf ,t utny 'kfhvv kg urcdaf lfku /asenv ,hc
tuvu 'kfv ihjaunu ihasen inaca 'vzk vhtru /vausek sjuhn tuv inav hf 'ohbna
uaehc ohbuuhv hrv /k"fg '"ohbnav kf ,t utnyu 'iuh uyka vzc ;tu 'vausev rehg
,eksv vz xbk rfz ube, gusn ogyv uvzs k"h uhrcs p"gu /ktrah ,asue tnyk
e"nvcc vhva vrubnv ,ause ihgf tuv vrubnv ,ausea ohrpxc t,hts 'vrubnv

 c,f vz ogyn]iiii""""rrrrvvvvicun 'z"pku /[asevc khgunf tuv hrva vrutk anak ruxta 
tuv e"nvcc vrubna unf hrva ',hcv kg teus ihs tuv vrubnv ,umn rehg gusn
',hcv lhrm vfubjc vrubnv if unf asenv ,hcv ka w,hcw ah og teus vsucg
k"h vz ogyna vtrbu /ohbuuhv kg ujmbu ktrah vause ah ,hc kfa ,uruvk tuvu
aha vfubj hnh rjta 'vcua, ka iumr ,gu ihsv rnd tuv vfubj ,tzc gusn
[r"vmhv] ohbuuhv ah ot ukhpt vause ah ktrah ka ,hc kfc 'uzf vkusd ,urrug,v

/vnhka vcua,c cuak rrug,ha vchx uvz 'vue, ah ihhsg 'utnyk aecna

vag, tk vjus vag""  - The Gemara says: if a vkuxp ,tyj gets absorbed into a vraf ohnka then the piece of ohnka that absorbed the ,tyj 
vkuxp is now also kuxp & may not be eaten. The Gemara asks: we should say vag, tk vjus vag & the vumn of eating the ohnka should
override the fact that this piece has now absorbed ruxht. tcr answers that the rule of ,"ksg does not apply ohasec. The Torah states regarding
jxp icre, "uc urca, tk omgu". b"car adds, this utk also applies to a bone that has marrow in it. But why? We should say ,"ksg & one should be
permitted to break the bone in order to be ohhen the vag of eating the jxp? Thus, says tcr, ,"ksg does not apply in matters pertaining to
ohase. wxu, asks: what is the t"uv that ,"ksg? The vag of eating the p"e is not being fulfilled at the same time (tbshgc) the issur of breaking the
bone is happening. First one needs to break the bone to get to the marrow & then he can eat the marrow & fulfill the vag? The [wyx] wxu, hexp
answers: when we have a situation where the only way to be ohhen the vag is by being oiver the utk, the vag is vjus the utk even not tbshgc.
t"gr explains: since it is impossible to get to the marrow without breaking the bone, omg ,rhca is the vumnv ,kj,v and it is considered tbshgc.
    The  [wz ,ut wc wx ,"ua]hukv ,hc  holds there is a eukhj between regular ohase ,khft & p"e ,khft. The o"cnr by p"e counts the vyhja &
vkhft as 2 separate ,umn. Whereas by ohase ,khft, it’s all counted as 1 mitzvah. He explains: p"e has a separate vag ,umn of vkhft, just like
vmn. Therefore, a ,hzf must be eaten. ohase ,khft is not on any specific person, rather the entire icre must be eaten. Many kohanim can each
eat ,hzfn ,ujp & as long as the icre is completely eaten, they are ohase ,khft tmuh. The j"jbn asks a general question: in the times of iugna
ehsmv there was a vfrc that when a ivf received his ,hzf from the ojkv h,a 'rnug 'ohbpv ojk some kohanim became so full they left over
some of the ,hzf. How was it permitted to not finish the ,hzf, if the vag ,umn is vkhft which always needs a ,hzf? According to the hukv ,hc the
times of ehsmv iugna is not rguua. Each ivf became full & was permitted to eat less than a ,hzf, as long as ultimately the entire icre was eaten.

 ihhg    hrzg hct  [wc't"v'h"p-c ,ubcre vagn wkv tbhb,] who says "h,tkpb" on the hukv ,hc who maintains that the o"cnr does not count ,khft
ohase separately. If one looks in ,uumnv rpx & in vezjv sh it is clear the o"cnr does list a separate vag cuhj on the Kohanim racv kuftk!

ogy lurc ,uvdvc     , he brings the iasv ,nur, who asks: how do we make the vfrc of "vfubj rb ehksvk" when we light early on vfubj ,ca crg?
The vumnv ouhe doesn’t start vfhaja sg. He answers based on the above explanation of t"gr: since it is rjt ihbgc t"t and we must light then, it is
considered vumn rafv and is appropriate to                                                                                                           make the vfrc. (  tcunvrut irec  footnotes].

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Avraham HaCohen Pimentel zt”l (Minchas Kohen) would say:
      “wuc ohekt jur rat aht vzf tmnbvw - What was Pharaoh saying by the word wvzfw? The Gemara in Taanis says that
beauty takes away from wisdom. The more beauty one had the less wisdom he maintains. Pharaoh was saying: can you
find someone beautiful wvzfw like this, and at the same time wuc ohekt jur rat ahtw, someone who has such wisdom?”

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l would say:
    “Chanukah means that the Chashmonahn rested from their war on the 25th day of the month of Kislev. This is alluded to
in the Torah: The 25th rest place where the Jews camped in the desert after the Exodus was called ‘Chashmonah.’”
 
A Wise Man would say: “If Personal happiness is so important, why do most choose to let someone else take care of it?”                                     
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (58)
Motzei Shabbos Chanukah. This Motzei Shabbos, many
travelers who are guests for Shabbos are beset with the question
of where is the ideal place to light Chanukah licht [if they will be
returning that night]. One logic would be to say that since they
have been “living” the whole Shabbos in that place, it is called
their home for lighting until they leave. That way they can light
before they leave. If that is true, then they should take that option
and gain lighting the menorah at the ideal time (beginning of the
night). One might argue that if they are leaving immediately
after Shabbos, it shows it is not really their house and they
should light when they reach their destination, even though it is
not the ideal time for lighting. Another way [which would solve
the objection to lighting immediately] would be to eat Melave
Malka after the lighting and make it more their house for the
night. R’ S. Z. Auerbach (1) holds that one can light before he
leaves, and he should stay there for half an hour which is the

  

      

minimum time for the neiros to stay lit. R’ Yaakov Kaminetsky
(2) says to stay for an hour and preferably eat Melave Malka
before leaving. However, R’ Moshe Sternbuch (3) writes that if
one can get home within half-an-hour from the time people are
lighting, he should hurry home and light there. If he cannot get
home that early, he should light at the house he was in over
Shabbos. Another opinion based on the Pri Chodosh (4) is that
the correct place to light is at home which is one’s main house for
the night. As far as I know, many people do the first way and
light before leaving, waiting a bit as we mentioned earlier.
Eis Ratzon. This Shabbos, we take out three Sifrei Torah for the
Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh and Chanukah readings. It is brought
down in seforim (5) that when we open the Aron Kodesh to take
out the three seforim, it is a tremendous eis ratzon for prayers
being accepted. Since it is an opportune time that is not available
after Shabbos [for another 14 years], many rule that one can even
ask such requests that are normally not asked on Shabbos. 

       



    Yosef needed a suitable wife, an elusive thing in Mitzrayim. Ultimately he married Osnas. Who was she? Pirkei D’Rebbi
Eliezer explains that when Dina was abducted and assaulted by Shechem, a child was born and she was called Osnas.
Disgusted, the Shevatim wanted her killed, but instead, Yaakov placed a tzitz engraved with the Shem Hashem around her neck
and sent her away. Malach Michoel transported her to Egypt and left her at Potifar’s door who raised her as his own daughter.
    When Leah was pregnant with her seventh child, Rachel was still childless. Knowing that Yaakov would only have twelve
Shevatim, she selflessly davened to Hashem for her fetus to be a girl so Rachel can at least have as many children as Bilha and
Zilpa. Hashem listened to her pleas and Dina was born. An unbelievable act of ru,hu and kindness on Leah’s part. Her reward
was that in the end she merited to have the zechus of additional shevatim. The Medrash writes that Dina’s daughter Osnas, who
was sent to Egypt, convinced Potifar not to kill Yosef after hearing his wife’s claims, and she later married Yosef and gave
birth to Menashe and Ephraim. The lesson is that by being r,uun, Leah was responsible for an additional two Shevatim!
     However, I would like to suggest a different nekuda. We pasken that if the neiros of the Menorah go out, they are not
rekindled even though Pirsumei Nisa is a major factor on Chanukah. The Bnei Yissaschar explains that this teaches us a great
lesson: a person is only required to do his part and Hashem will do the rest. We are commanded to light the licht, but we should
leave the continuous neis of the flame to come from Heaven, the Yad Hashem. Interestingly, the Dreidel is held from the top,
because wherever we may land in life, it all begins with a connection to Hashem above. This is the lesson of Chanukah, and
this was Leah’s tremendous mitzvah. She knew the right thing was to be sensitive to her sister and whatever happened
afterward wasn’t her concern. It was all up to Hashem. We can’t make decisions based on what will happen, rather they should
be based on what Hashem wants, and what the proper thing to do is. Do your part and let Hashem keep the fire burning.

      On Chanukah we celebrate and give thanks to Hashem for our victory over the Greeks, the Yevanim. Chazal teach us
that iuh symbolizes lauj, darkness, and "laujv in vcrv vjus rutv in ygn". A little light can dispel lots of darkness. All the more
so when there’s a lot of kedusha, the darkness will be severely diminished. Hence, when Yosef HaTzadik prevailed over his
nisayon with eishes Potifar, he accomplished that the power of iuh in the entire creation be weakened.
     My good friend, Reb Menashe Chaim Weissberg, found two beautiful remazim to this concept: one in Parshas
Vayeishev and one in Hallel. In Vayeishev, when relating the story of Yosef, the Torah writes, "vmujv tmhu xbhu". He ran away
from her. The word xbhu has the letters of iuh, all three. The next word tmhu only has two letters of Yavan, and vmujv only one.
Thus, we see that the power of iuh was minimized by Yosef’s actions. 
     He found another remez showing that in the vthrc too, the powers of Yavan were weakened. The posuk in Hallel, vtr ohv"
"xubhu, is recited many times during Chanukah. The Medrash tells us, ";xuh ka uburt vtr ?xbhu vtr vn". What did the sea see? It
saw the Arono shel Yosef. The impetus for the waters to split was seeing the coffin of Yosef HaTzadik. Krias Yam Suf was
testimony to the koach of kedusha over the teva of the world. That came b’zechus Yosef. Here too, we
find iuh decreasing. xubhu has all three letters of iuh. isrhv has the yud and nun. cxh only one letter!
     The Shulchan Aruch paskens like Beis Hillel that each night we are lkuvu ;hxun, adding an additional candle nightly.
Perhaps we’re showing our desire to increase our conviction to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, thereby further weakening the koach
of iuh in the world. vrvnc /// ovv ohnhc vaga unf ohxb ubk vagh tuv injrv...!                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

tku khjc tk /// rnthu ighu
 /// hjurc ot hf jfc(u-swhrfz)

cgrv ,ba tuc, oryc ohbc hba skh ;xuhku
/// iut ivf grp hyup ,c ,bxt uk vskh rat (b-tn)

 /// rujtk cuxh isrhv xbhu vtr ohv(vfubj - kkv)

 /// vzv ouhvf ierpu vkusd vgua, ,hag ktrah lngku(ohxhbv kg) 
     The amazing story before us happened in Russia in 2017 (exactly 8 years ago) regarding a Jewish woman named Irena
Dislevsky, who studied medicine for seven years, and then another seven years, specializing in head surgery. The law in
Russia states that those who study medicine and complete their studies are entitled to receive a certificate, their medical
degree. The certificates are handed out on a specific day, and those who do not come to receive their certificate will have no
further opportunity to receive it. Anyone who does not come to pick up the degree on that date loses eligibility for the
certificate and must complete another seven years in order to receive a new certificate. Everyone in Russian medical school
knows that if he or she does not come to pick up the earned certificate, they lose their chance to become a practicing doctor. 
     Nobody failed to come on the appointed day to pick up their certificate. However, the date set for receiving the certificate
for Irena Dislevsky fell out on Shavuos 2017. It was precisely at that time that Irena Dislevsky began to become stronger in
observing Torah and mitzvos, and for several months she had been observing Shabbos and Yom Tov. She was at a loss as to
how she could get her certificate. In her distress, she turned to the Chief Rabbi of Russia, R’ Berel Lazar shlita, to ask him
what to do. The rabbi said to her, “Rent a room in a nearby hotel, and then you can walk over and pick up the certificate.”
    She told the rabbi, “But I will have to sign all kinds of documents and paperwork confirming that I received the certificate.”
    The rabbi told her, “If so, then I don’t see any halachic solution to allow the certificate to be picked up on Yom Tov.”
    Her heart was broken within her; many years of hard work were about to go down the drain. But Irena refused to let the evil
inclination break her. She became stronger and said to herself, “I have decided to keep Torah and mitzvos without
compromise. I will not desecrate the sanctity of the festival for the sake of the certificate.”
    The holiday arrived and the certificates were distributed. Irena Dislevsky did not go to receive her degree, and of course,
she lost her opportunity. The day after the holiday, she tried to talk to the Russian Ministry of Education to request her
certificate, but her pleas fell on deaf ears. She was told that she had lost her diploma, and to get a new one, she would have to
go back and study for another seven years. She accepted it with love because she knew it was Hashem’s will.
    In December 2018, a large conference was held in honor of the Hanukkah holiday at the Kremlin, the Russian parliament.
On this important occasion, Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar lights the menorah and offers a few words about the holiday. President
Vladimir Putin, who respects all religions, arrived at the lighting ceremony just as Rabbi Lazar was speaking. The rabbi spoke
about the self-sacrifice of the Hasmoneans, the few against the many, and the significance of self-sacrifice for the sake of
Judaism. He added: “I want to tell you a story about one contemporary Hasmonean woman, who took upon herself the yoke
of Torah and mitzvos with self-sacrifice, and stood up for the principles of Judaism, even at a great personal loss.” He told of a
woman who studied medicine for years, and all the labor of the past and all the hope of the future she gave away in order not
to desecrate a Jewish holiday. He concluded by saying: “Do you have a greater devotion than this for the sake of Judaism?”
    President Putin heard this and was very moved. He called Rabbi Lazar over and asked him, “Is the story you told true? And
if so, what is the name of that woman?” Rabbi Lazar answered in the affirmative. “Irena Dislevsky is her name.”
     The president bid farewell to Rabbi Lazar and left the scene. He immediately called the Minister of Education and said, “I
ask that you bring me the medical certificate of Irena Dislevsky who was to have graduated back in June of this year.”
     Of course, a minister in Russia who receives such an order immediately carries out the president’s request. President Putin
received the certificate and asked that Irena Dislevsky be brought to him. Startled and scared, she arrived and was handed her
certificate. To date, she is the only person in history to receive such a certificate from the Russian president. Shortly afterwards,
she immigrated to the Holy Land and was hired to work as a deputy director of surgery in one of the large hospitals in Israel.
(This story was published in a recent issue of the publication “Mei Be’er” by Rabbi Yisrael Meir Altman shlita)               
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 /// lh,guah kgu lh,utkpb kgu lxhb kg(vfubj ,ca sucfk)
llllyyyynnnn: A distraught individual once came to the renowned
Chazon Ish zt”l, complaining bitterly about his troubles. He
had fallen into astronomical debt and felt his life was
unbearable. “Only a real miracle could save me from my
desperate situation,” the man claimed. “However, Lav kol
yoma itrchish nisa,” he concluded.
    The man was quoting the well-known Talmudic phrase,
conventionally understood as: “Not every day does a miracle
occur.” One should not rely solely on divine intervention. 
  The Chazon Ish, however, offered a profound reinter-
pretation. He read the phrase not as a statement of negation,
but as a powerful display of Hashem’s constant Divine
intervention: “Lav! Kol yoma itrchish nisa,” meaning, No!
Every single day miracles happen! The Chazon Ish explained

  

  

it in a way only he could about Hashem’s intimacy with us
and assured the fellow that with the right frame of mind,
Hashem will surely come to his rescue in unimaginable ways.
    The man was deeply moved by Chazon Ish’s words. He
realized that his problems were not proof of Hashem’s
absence, but that he had been blind to the Divine Presence,
sustaining his life every moment. Miracles do indeed happen,
and Hashem can easily perform them at a moment’s notice.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Chanukah story centers around the miracle of the oil
burning for eight days, stemming from the small, undefiled
Pach Shemen (flask of oil) found by the chashmonaim after
they defeated the Greeks and rededicated the Holy Temple.
This seemingly insignificant quantity of oil, sufficient for
only one day, miraculously sustained the Menorah’s light for
eight full days. A key takeaway from Chanukah is that
miracles can happen, even when least expected!

    In the vision of Zecharia HaNavi, he describes a beautiful
golden menorah with seven branches and multiple olives
dripping into each branch. The Navi exclaimed that his
vision led him to understand that the success is “not with an
army and not with strength ... but only with the spirit of
Hashem.” The question is, what does the vision have to do
with that understanding?
    R’ Dovid Aharon Wishnewitz zt”l (Imrei Daas)
explains that Chazal teach us repeatedly that Klal Yisroel is
the light unto the nations of the world, and it is our solemn
responsibility to uphold that light. Torah Jews know that but
so do non-religious Jews, and even those who despise us.
Thus, the connection that Zecharia HaNavi made serves as a

reminder to all that the survival of Klal Yisroel hinges on our
understanding that we must maintain the purity of our nation. 
    The shemen zayis zach used for the menorah is made
through many olives - to which Klal Yisroel is compared to. It
does not come about through brute force but rather through a
painstakingly delicate process of squeezing olives. Thus, the
menorah which represents light is comparable to the light
unto the nations of the world - Klal Yisroel - and it is our duty
to maintain the purity of the world - not through brute force,
but with the spirit of Hashem and through the study and
dissemination of His holy Torah!
   May we merit to see the holy menorah once again be lit in
the Bais HaMikdash speedily and in our days.
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