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Shabbos Chanukah - Parshas Mikeitz - December 20, 2025
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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (58)
Motzei Shabbos Chanukah. This Motzei Shabbos, many
travelers who are guests for Shabbos are beset with the question
of where is the ideal place to light Chanukah licht [if they will be
returning that night]. One logic would be to say that since they
have been “living” the whole Shabbos in that place, it is called
their home for lighting until they leave. That way they can light
before they leave. If that is true, then they should take that option
and gain lighting the menorah at the ideal time (beginning of the
night). One might argue that if they are leaving immediately
after Shabbos, it shows it is not really their house and they
should light when they reach their destination, even though it is
not the ideal time for lighting. Another way [which would solve
the objection to lighting immediately] would be to eat Melave
Malka after the lighting and make it more their house for the
night. R’ S. Z. Auerbach (1) holds that one can light before he
leaves, and he should stay there for half an hour which is the
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minimum time for the reiros to stay lit. R’ Yaakov Kaminetsky
@) says to stay for an hour and preferably eat Melave Malka
before leaving. However, R> Moshe Sternbuch @) writes that if
one can get home within half-an-hour from the time people are
lighting, he should hurry home and light there. If he cannot get
home that early, he should light at the house he was in over
Shabbos. Another opinion based on the Pri Chodosh @) is that
the correct place to light is at home which is one’s main house for
the night. As far as I know, many people do the first way and
light before leaving, waiting a bit as we mentioned earlier.

Eis Ratzon. This Shabbos, we take out three Sifrei Torah for the
Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh and Chanukah readings. It is brought
down in seforim (5) that when we open the Aron Kodesh to take
out the three seforim, it is a tremendous eis ratzon for prayers
being accepted. Since it is an opportune time that is not available
after Shabbos [for another 14 years], many rule that one can even
ask such requests that are normally not asked on Shabbos.
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"mepn 85 mm ey - The Gemara says: if a novwa mixvvon gets absorbed into a nwo ombw then the piece of onbw that absorbed the mxvon
N4 is now also 5 wa & may not be eaten. The Gemara asks: we should say nwyn &5 nmvt nwy & the mxn of eating the obw should
override the fact that this piece has now absorbed oox. a7 answers that the rule of noy does not apply w172, The Torah states regarding
NDA 127, "2 N2wN KO D3y y"aw adds, this Wb also applies to a bone that has marrow in it. But why? We should say 11y & one should be
permitted to break the bone in order to be o»pn the nwy of eating the Noa? Thus, says xa, n"7y does not apply in matters pertaining to
owTp. "om asks: what is the N that n">7y? The nwy of eating the " is not being fulfilled at the same time (xomy3) the issur of breaking the
bone is happening. First one needs to break the bone to get to the marrow & then he can eat the marrow & fulfill the nwy? The ['oo] "o PO
answers: when we have a situation where the only way to be o»pn the nwy is by being oiver the wb, the nwy is nnvT the Wb even not xomya.
N'y1 explains: since it is impossible to get to the marrow without breaking the bone, oxy naw is the mxnn nbnnn and it is considered amya.

The »9n ma [ mx 2 'o 7] holds there is a >0 between regular owTp nomx & a"p N, The o7 by 8"p counts the nonw &
NN as 2 separate mxn. Whereas by owTp nooN, it's all counted as 1 mitzvah. He explains: o' has a separate nwy msn of nb», just like
nxn. Therefore, a mmd must be eaten. owrp > x s not on any specific person, rather the entire Y27 must be eaten. Many kohanim can each
eat van mna & as long as the Y27 is completely eaten, they are owTp noax xxv. The NN asks a general question: in the times of pvnw
180 there was a n>12 that when a yno received his v from the onon smw y ,oan onb some kohanim became so full they left over
some of the . How was it permitted to not finish the 1+, if the nwy My is novax which always needs a mm5? According to the »5n ma the
times of p1xn ywnw is not “ynw. Each 0> became full & was permitted to eat less than a s>, as long as ultimately the entire y21p was eaten.

YRY AN PY [AN'7)"9-2 TP NN N xmn] who says niNpay’ on the »Hn 1 who maintains that the ©"131 does not count novax
owTp separately. If one looks in mixdnn 190 & in nnn P itis clear the o' does list a separate nwy avn on the Kohanim awan S1ono!

oYL 112 M3, he brings the Y1 movin who asks: how do we make the 151 of "nown = 575" when we light early on novn maw 2y?
The mxon ovp doesn't start no»wnw Ty, He answers based on the above explanation of &"y~: since it is 9NN pava X'~ and we must light then, it is

considered My won and is appropriate to ﬂn‘ N nm N’O make the n51. (79 Y32 Nawd footnotes).
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R’ Avraham HaCohen Pimentel zt” (Minchas Kohen) would say: FRENEDIDINOMBRISHOVUILINBYRIN
‘2 DPON MM IWN WK MO X' - What was Pharaoh saying by the word 'm>'? The Gemara in Taanis says that
beauty takes away from wisdom. The more beauty one had the less wisdom he maintains. Pharaoh was saying: can you
find someone beautiful 'm2’ like this, and at the same time "2 DPON M WN YN, someone who has such wisdom?”

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z¢’l would say:
“Chanukah means that the Chashmonahn rested from their war on the 25th day of the month of Kislev. This is alluded to
in the Torah: The 25th rest place where the Jews camped in the desert after the Exodus was called ‘Chashmonah.”

A WiseMan would say: “If Personal happiness is so important, why do most choose to let someone else take care of it?”
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The amazing story before us happened in Russia in 2017 (exactly 8 years ago) regarding a Jewish woman named Irena
Dislevsky, who studied medicine for seven years, and then another seven years, specializing in head surgery. The law in
Russia states that those who study medicine and complete their studies are entitled to receive a certificate, their medical
degree. The certificates are handed out on a specific day, and those who do not come to receive their certificate will have no
further opportunity to receive it. Anyone who does not come to pick up the degree on that date loses eligibility for the
certificate and must complete another seven years in order to receive a new certificate. Everyone in Russian medical school
knows that if he or she does not come to pick up the earned certificate, they lose their chance to become a practicing doctor.

Nobody failed to come on the appointed day to pick up their certificate. However, the date set for receiving the certificate

for Irena Dislevsky fell out on Shavuos 2017. It was precisely at that time that Irena Dislevsky began to become stronger in |\

observing Torah and mitzvos, and for several months she had been observing Shabbos and Yom Tov. She was at a loss as to
how she could get her certificate. In her distress, she turned to the Chief Rabbi of Russia, R’ Berel Lazar shlita, to ask him
what to do. The rabbi said to her, “Rent a room in a nearby hotel, and then you can walk over and pick up the certificate.”

She told the rabbi, “But I will have to sign all kinds of documents and paperwork confirming that I received the certificate.”

The rabbi told her, “If so, then I don’t see any halachic solution to allow the certificate to be picked up on Yom Tov.”

Her heart was broken within her; many years of hard work were about to go down the drain. But Irena refused to let the evil
inclination break her. She became stronger and said to herself, “I have decided to keep Torah and mitzvos without
compromise. I will not desecrate the sanctity of the festival for the sake of the certificate.”

The holiday arrived and the certificates were distributed. Irena Dislevsky did not go to receive her degree, and of course,
she lost her opportunity. The day after the holiday, she tried to talk to the Russian Ministry of Education to request her
certificate, but her pleas fell on deaf ears. She was told that she had lost her diploma, and to get a new one, she would have to
go back and study for another seven years. She accepted it with love because she knew it was Hashem’s will.

In December 2018, a large conference was held in honor of the Hanukkah holiday at the Kremlin, the Russian parliament.
On this important occasion, Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar lights the menorah and offers a few words about the holiday. President
Vladimir Putin, who respects all religions, arrived at the lighting ceremony just as Rabbi Lazar was speaking. The rabbi spoke
about the self-sacrifice of the Hasmoneans, the few against the many, and the significance of self-sacrifice for the sake of
Judaism. He added: “I want to tell you a story about one contemporary Hasmonean woman, who took upon herself the yoke
of Torah and mitzvos with self-sacrifice, and stood up for the principles of Judaism, even at a great personal loss.” He told of a
woman who studied medicine for years, and all the labor of the past and all the hope of the future she gave away in order not
to desecrate a Jewish holiday. He concluded by saying: “Do you have a greater devotion than this for the sake of Judaism?”’

President Putin heard this and was very moved. He called Rabbi Lazar over and asked him, “Is the story you told true? And
if so, what is the name of that woman?”” Rabbi Lazar answered in the affirmative. “Irena Dislevsky is her name.”

The president bid farewell to Rabbi Lazar and left the scene. He immediately called the Minister of Education and said, “I
ask that you bring me the medical certificate of Irena Dislevsky who was to have graduated back in June of this year.”

Of course, a minister in Russia who receives such an order immediately carries out the president’s request. President Putin
received the certificate and asked that Irena Dislevsky be brought to him. Startled and scared, she arrived and was handed her
certificate. To date, she is the only person in history to receive such a certificate from the Russian president. Shortly afterwards,
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On Chanukah we celebrate and give thanks to Hashem for our victory over the Greeks, the Yevanim. Chazal teach us

(A= - 55m) . TN 210 1T O3 NN 2

N”G that y» symbolizes 7¢n, darkness, and "7¢nn 21290 IMT NN P V" A little light can dispel lots of darkness. All the more

so when there’s a lot of kedusha, the darkness will be severely diminished. Hence, when Yosef HaTzadik prevailed over his

=8l nisayon with eishes Potifar, he accomplished that the power of 1 in the entire creation be weakened.

My good friend, Reb Menashe Chaim Weissberg, found two beautiful remazim to this concept: one in Parshas

% Vayeishev and one in Hallel. In Vayeishev, when relating the story of Yosef, the Torah writes, "nxnn ¥ ©»". He ran away
.| from her. The word ©m has the letters of y, all three. The next word N3 only has two letters of Yavan, and nnn only one.
&'| Thus, we see that the power of )» was minimized by Yosef’s actions.

He found another remez showing that in the "N12 too, the powers of Yavan were weakened. The posuk in Hallel, NN 0"
"D, is recited many times during Chanukah. The Medrash tells us, ")0» ¢ WX X 107 NN N What did the sea see? It

"C, saw the Arono shel Yosef. The impetus for the waters to split was seeing the coffin of Yosef HaTzadik. Krias Yam Suf was

testimony to the koach of kedusha over the feva of the world. That came b’zechus Yosef. Here too, we

»ﬁ Wl find y» decreasing. ©w has all three letters of y». Y791 has the yud and nun. 2> only one letter!

The Shulchan Aruch paskens like Beis Hillel that each night we are 75y 90w, adding an additional candle nightly.

A% Perhaps we’re showing our desire to increase our conviction to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, thereby further weakening the koach
o | of w in the world. N7MN3 ... DNN DY NWYY 1D DD NI DU NN YND....!
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R7~1 3] it in a way only he could about Hashem’s intimacy with us
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« ' Yom: A distraught individual once came to the renowned
¥:%] Chazon Ish z#”l, complaining bitterly about his troubles. He

had fallen into astronomical debt and felt his life was

%] unbearable. “Only a real miracle could save me from my

desperate situation,” the man claimed. “However, Lav kol

’WG yoma itrchish nisa,” he concluded.

The man was quoting the well-known Talmudic phrase,

| conventionally understood as: “Not every day does a miracle
#% | occur.” One should not rely solely on divine intervention.

The Chazon Ish, however, offered a profound reinter-

,,“ 5| pretation. He read the phrase not as a statement of negation,
©| but as a powerful display of Hashem’s constant Divine
<¥m| intervention: “Lav! Kol yoma itrchish nisa,”

meaning, No!
Every single day miracles happen! The Chazon Ish explained

and assured the fellow that with the right frame of mind,
Hashem will surely come to his rescue in unimaginable ways.

The man was deeply moved by Chazon Ish’s words. He
realized that his problems were not proof of Hashem’s
absence, but that he had been blind to the Divine Presence,
sustaining his life every moment. Miracles do indeed happen,
and Hashem can easily perform them at a moment’s notice.
Ywn3: The Chanukah story centers around the miracle of the oil
burning for eight days, stemming from the small, undefiled
Pach Shemen (flask of oil) found by the chashmonaim after
they defeated the Greeks and rededicated the Holy Temple.
This seemingly insignificant quantity of oil, sufficient for
only one day, miraculously sustained the Menorah’s light for
eight full days. A key takeaway from Chanukah is that
miracles can happen, even when least expected!
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Y osef needed a suitable wife, an elusive thing in Mitzrayim. Ultimately he married Osnas. Who was she? Pirkei D’Rebbi

she immigrated to the Holy Land and was hired to work as a deputy director of surgery in one of the large hospitals in Israel.

golden menorah with seven branches and multiple olives
dripping into each branch. The Navi exclaimed that his
vision led him to understand that the success is “not with an
army and not with strength ... but only with the spirit of
Hashem.” The question is, what does the vision have to do
with that understanding?

R’ Dovid Aharon Wishnewitz z¢’l (Imrei Daas)
explains that Chazal teach us repeatedly that Klal Yisroel is
the light unto the nations of the world, and it is our solemn
responsibility to uphold that light. Torah Jews know that but
so do non-religious Jews, and even those who despise us.
Thus, the connection that Zecharia HaNavi made serves as a

understanding that we must maintain the purity of our nation.
The shemen zayis zach used for the menorah is made

through many olives - to which Klal Yisroel is compared to. It
does not come about through brute force but rather through a
painstakingly delicate process of squeezing olives. Thus, the
menorah which represents light is comparable to the light
unto the nations of the world - Klal Yisroel - and it is our duty
to maintain the purity of the world - not through brute force,
but with the spirit of Hashem and through the study and
dissemination of His holy Torah!

May we merit to see the holy menorah once again be lit in
the Bais HaMikdash speedily and in our days.

3 :-"g‘ Eliezer explains that when Dina was abducted and assaulted by Shechem, a child was born and she was called Osnas.
NG | Disgusted, the Shevatim wanted her killed, but instead, Yaakov placed a tzitz engraved with the Shem Hashem around her neck

This story was ubhshed in a recent issue of the publication ‘“Mei Be’er”’ by Rabbi Yisragl Meir Altman shlita ’“ﬁ .
il i PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKL! '
(-T") .. ~nﬁ; N ~; =3 IA-IAFIORAHBYANUNE‘QUA?;D ~ n71v51 17 ’:gj nﬂm - i
In the vision of Zecharia HaNavi, he describes a beautiful reminder to all that the survival of Klal Yisroel hinges on our "C,

N5| Shevatim, she selflessly davened to Hashem for her fetus to be a girl so Rachel can at least have as many children as Bilha and

and sent her away. Malach Michoel transported her to Egypt and left her at Potifar’s door who raised her as his own daughter.
When Leah was pregnant with her seventh child, Rachel was still childless. Knowing that Yaakov would only have twelve

Zilpa. Hashem listened to her pleas and Dina was born. An unbelievable act of mm and kindness on Leah’s part. Her reward

3 ;‘”m} was that in the end she merited to have the zechus of additional shevatim. The Medrash writes that Dina’s daughter Osnas, who

was sent to Egypt, convinced Potifar not to kill Yosef after hearing his wife’s claims, and she later married Yosef and gave

| birth to Menashe and Ephraim. The lesson is that by being “mmn, Leah was responsible for an additional two Shevatim!

However, I would like to suggest a different nekuda. We pasken that if the neiros of the Menorah go out, they are not

’“ﬁ@’v‘ rekindled even though Pirsumei Nisa is a major factor on Chanukah. The Bnei Yissaschar explains that this teaches us a great
w¥% | lesson: a person is only required to do his part and Hashem will do the rest. We are commanded to light the licht, but we should
"' *| leave the continuous neis of the flame to come from Heaven, the Yad Hashem. Interestingly, the Dreidel is held from the top,
¥% ] because wherever we may land in life, it all begins with a connection to Hashem above. This is the lesson of Chanukah, and

this was Leah’s tremendous mitzvah. She knew the right thing was to be sensitive to her sister and whatever happened

% %] afterward wasn’t her concern. It was all up to Hashem. We can’t make decisions based on what will happen, rather they should

be based on what Hashem wants, and what the proper thing to do is. Do your part and let Hashem keep the fire burning.




