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*ok* i| the core of Adam Harishon's mistake? The thought that something could be
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The Rambam writes that before the original sin, Adam Harishon had no
concept of good and bad. Rather, his decision making process decided
between pV - falsehood and NnN - truth. Meaning, when one sees with
prefect clarity the goodness of good and the evil of evil, the decision is one
of truth or falsehood. But if Adam Harishon had that absolute clarity, how
could he have gone ahead and eaten from the tree that Hashem had
commanded him not to?

R' Eliyohu Dessler ZT"L explains: The decision to sin could only have
come from a misunderstanding. From mistakenly thinking that true 210 -
good, would result from his actions. Adam Harishon felt that in his present
pure state he could only produce a minimal Kiddush Hashem - Sanctification
of Hashem's name. The decision to choose truth/good was such a simple one.
If, however, the world was to be lowered a bit, to move a bit closer to ¥ -
bad, and if in that state he would still recognize ¥ as being the falsity that it
is, then the Kiddush Hashem that he would bring about would be that much
greater. By eating from the ny1n \y - Tree of Knowledge, Adam Harishon

| thought that he would create evil for the purpose of bringing about the

e sk ok i| ultimate good that is hidden. It was his lofty spiritual level which led to his

mistake. With the clarity that he had, he couldn't imagine the darkness and
confusion of true ¥1. And so, he ate from the Efz Hadas. What was truly at

gained by going against the Will of Hashem.
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R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L would say:
"The word oW - Name, is written exactly like the word ow - There. As if
to say, the assignment of a name defines where a being exists."

An Important Personage once said:
"If you don't stand for something, you'll fall for everything!"

R' Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT"L would say:

"The snake told Adam that if he ate from the Tree of Knowledge, he
would be as great as G-d. Once this thought was implanted in his mind, there
was no choice but for Adam to eat from the tree and find out that he cannot

be as wise as G d. A person must know that man is manand G-dis G gt _
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proceeding. "I believe that the reason Hashem showed all this to Adam
Harishon," he continued with the faint hint of a smile on his lips, "was
because if He had only shown him the leaders, Adam would have seen the
likes of me and exclaimed, "What, Naftali, too, is a respected Rabbi?! How
can this be?' Therefore, Hashem had no choice but to show him the people
who lived in each generation, before displaying the leaders of that
generation, so that Adam could understand that these men, who might
possibly have been unworthy to be leaders, were actually a perfect fit and
totally commensurate with the people of their own generation."

R' Naftali looked around the large room, eyeing many of his opponents
and loud antagonists. "I've gotten to know this community quite well," he
said sizing up his listeners, "and I can assure you, without a doubt that I am
more than adequate to be its Rabbi and leader!"
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Which is it? Is the woman supposed to be a "help-mate™ or is she
supposed to be one who stands "opposite", in opposition to her husband?
Rashi explains, "If a person has merit, she will be a help-mate, if not, she
becomes his adversary.” The Netziv, R' Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin
ZT"L, gives his own insight into this same dilemma. A person cannot see
his own faults and weaknesses. Instead, we are our own best friends, but on
the other hand we are blind when it comes to judging whether we do right,
or wrong. And yet, we cannot always trust an outsider. We don't always
know if that person has our best interests at heart. Who loves me enough
that I can be confident that this person will have my best interests at heart,
but at the same time can maintain an objective opinion? To alleviate this
problem, Hashem created women distinct from men, and He created the
institution of marriage. It is one's wife, who loves and is devoted to her
husband, and yet she must possess objectivity. She has the advantage that
when necessary, she can stand back and tell her husband, "What you are
doing is not correct." That is purpose of marriage. This is the interpretation
of T35 ty». The way she becomes the " y» - help-mate, that Hashem
had in mind, is by being the "> - opposite, at times, explaining to him
when he may be wrong and guiding him in the right way. Unfortunately, if
a person marries a woman who is docile and servile, who will never show
her husband his faults and where he may need improvement, that is a
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The story is told that one of the communities in Galicia was once
probing for a candidate to be it's Rov. R' Naftali of Ropschitz ZT"L had
come a number of times and was strongly considering taking the Rabbonus
offer. However, there were a number of loud and outspoken members of
the community who were opposed to his selection. Finally, after much
debate, a general meeting was called and all the influential members were
asked to attend whereby the present candidate would have a chance to
address them all and make a final statement on his behalf before a decision
would be reached.

At the community meeting, R' Naftali stood up and presented his case
in the following manner: "In Parshas Beraishis, the Medrash tells us an
interesting thing. Hashem revealed the entire course of world history to
Adam Harishon, showing him each generation, it's leaders and elders, until
the end of time." R' Naftali swept his gaze around the hall.

"Now, we understand that the reason that Hashem showed all this to
Adam was in order to let him sée who would be the great men among his
descendents. Adam would be happy to note that great tzaddikim
throughout all history, would be the result of his progeny. But the question
begs to be asked: What need was there to display before him all the
people, even the simple and unworthy people, of each generation too?"

The future Ropschitzer Rebbe paused to let the question sink in before

stuation of 71t 89* - he has not merited to be married to a true help-mate.
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