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A parable is told about a man who once pleaded with Hashem to
bestow a bit of His abundance upon him. After all, the poor soul figured,
G-d has an abundance of everything; why then, couldn't He spare
something for a Jew in need. He entered an empty Shul and began to pray.

"G-d," he cried, "in the great extent of Your eternity what is a million
years?" The man began to tremble. He imagined that he actually heard a
response. "To Me a million years is just a mere second!" boomed a voice
inside his mind. The man continued. "And," he pleaded, "to the magnitude
of Your great bounty, what, may 1 ask, is a billion dollars?" "A billion
dollars is just a mere penny," came the resonating reply. "Then," begged
the man, "can I not have just one of your pennies?" "Surely!" came the
response. And then a pause. "But you must wait a mere second!"

Explains the Maggid ZT"L, it is not enough to get a blessing from
Hashem. Each of the priestly blessings is followed by a safeguard - a
follow up. A blessing of wealth alone is not enough. Hashem must guard
it. [lluminating us with His countenance is not enough. Unless fellow
humans appreciate the grace that G-d has given the Jews, in this very
corporeal world, it is a worthless gift. And of course, even if He lifts his
countenance upon us we still need the blessings of sholom - peace.
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R' Chaim of Sanz ZT"L would say:
"Some people have the capability to create the beginning of a yichus
(lineage), whereas with others the yichus comes to an end!"

The Modzhitzer Rebbe ZT"L would say:

"SNAWY 931 NN 171N 1D - Thus shall you bless Bnei Yisroel. Do not seek
out the righteous or the important, the great and praiseworthy. Each and
every Jew is deserving of a blessing."

A wise man once said:
"A friend is someone who knows the song in your heart and can sing it
back to you when you have fo 4
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appear on behalf of his congregation, and he never failed to save the day,
always besting his opponents in religious debates.

At one of these meetings, the priest representing the church ordered
wine to be served. Of course, R' Yonason declined to partake of it and
when he explained that Jews were not permitted to drink such wine, the
priest gave an exasperated sigh, and said, "Rabbi, your laws are much too
restrictive. Will there never be a time when you can drink with us?"

R' Yonason, all too aware of the church's position on marriage
amongst the clergy, smiled knowlingly and replied, "Sure, of course there
will be. At your wedding feast!"
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The medrash on this Posuk states that because Yosef resisted the
overtures of Potiphar's wife, Hashem repaid him by allowing his
descendant, the leader of Shevet Ephraim, to bring his sacrifices on
Shabbos. How does this reward fit Yosef's deed?

R' Shlomo Ganzfried ZT"L, author of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch
explains that Hashem established the Avos and the Twelve Tribes to
parallel the upper spheres of Heaven, and all twelve are essential in order
to complete this unique "building." Thus, when Yosef was about to give
in to Potiphar's wife, Hashem told him, "If you touch her, I will destroy
the world." Hashem did not literally speak to Yosef at that moment;
rather, Yosef recognized that if he forfeited his position as one of the
shevatim, all hope would be lost for the world's future.

The medrash states that the seven days of the mishkan's dedication
paralleled the seven days of creation. This is why Hashem instructed that
the leaders of the shevatim should offer korbonos at the dedication of the
mishkan for Hashem wanted to confirm that the twelve tribes are an
essential part of creation.

In general, a private offering may not be brought on Shabbos.
However, Hashem made an exception on this day so that just as Yosef
confirmed the importance of the twelve tribes to the continued existence
of the world, so too could his descendant.
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There were numerous occasions in history when prominent Rabbonim
and Jewish community leaders were required to come into contact with
leaders and clergymen of other faiths. As far as the Jews were concerned,
dialogues were generally avoided, whenever possible, because they were
felt to be useless. They were invariably sought by the church, however,
which wished to prove the validity of their faith, on the basis of the
scriptures. In truth, though, all recorded dialogues showed that just the
reverse occurred, with Jewish scholars demonstrating gross errors in
translation from the original texts and other distortions in interpretation on
the part of the "learned" clergymen. Such debates were not initiated by the
Jews, who had no desire to prove others wrong and were content to be left
alone, free of the threat of inquisitors and pogroms.

Many times, however, looking after the interests of the Jewish
community necessitated a meeting between great Rabbonim and the
leaders of the church. R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L, a Rov and scholar
whose extraordinary genius and brilliance in all aspects of knowledge,
both Torah-related and secular, was held in high esteem by the local
clergy in his city. On more than one occasion, R' Yonason was required to
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