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Chazal tell us that the nagging fear of a possible recurrence of a world-
catastrophe, like the )31 - flood, was the main cause for mankind's
determination to meet this danger with joint force by building the Tower
of Bavel and mounting a "heaven-conquering" attack against Hashem. The
goal: To "unseat" G-d and erect, in His place, the throne of human might.

However, writes R' Joseph Breuer ZT"L further, that same method
that Hashem used to foil the plan of those first tower-builders is what
continues to foil man's attacks on G-d, and G-dliness today - individuality
and egotism. These traits stand in the way of unity, thus making
coordinated efforts impossible. Instead, man has used his vast abilities to
pursue war, and to bring himself to the brink of the very destruction which
he so fears, through the mindless pursuit of the arms race.

As Jews, we know that the world's existence is threatened less by atom
bombs, than it is by an absence of men who are overwhelmed by G-d's
wisdom, which is demonstrated in the tiny atom. Our testimony to that
wisdom, (part of the wisdom of creation in general) is our observance of
Shabbos. This observance demonstrates as well, our knowledge that the
existence or destruction of the world is in Hashem's hands alone.

R' N. Wineberg Shlit"a would say:

"Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes.
That way, when you criticize them, you're a mile away - and you have
their shoes!"

A wise person once said:

"I try to do little things in a big way so that when big things happen, I
can handle them in a little way!"

R' Dov Ber of Mezeritch ZT"L (Maggid of Mezeritch) would say:

"It says, 'Truth springs forth from the ground', but it still remains at a
low height and in order to pick it up, one must stoop down. One must be
willine tn humble himself to nick up the truth!"
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that spewed forth from the inner core of the earth, by the great flood in the
times of Noach, that destroyed the sinful population." (: np PTMIL)

The chasid looked uncomprehendingly at the rebbe. "I'll explain,” said
R' Dovid'l. "If a person were to learn the entire story of Noach and the
an - flood, he might conclude that Hashem was unduly severe and unjust
in meting out so terrible a punishment to an entire civilization. After all, if
23 - thievery, was their most serious transgression, like chazal tell us, that
shouldn't warrant their total extermination, should it? Therefore, Hashem
allowed these few hot springs to remain in the world, so that anyone who
observes the levity with which people behave here, will understand that
Hashem was truly just and correct in His judgement!"
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Rashi comments, "Some sages interpret these words as praise for
Noach ......Yet some sages interpret these words as being derogatory ...."
If it is possible to understand that the Torah is praising Noach, why must
we even mention the negative interpretation?

R’ Yisroel of Ruzhin ZT"L says that the purpose of a tzaddik in this
world is to instill and encourage Emunas Hashem - faith in G-d, in the
people of his generation. Noach was a man of limited faith, therefore he
didn't endeavor to instill faith in the people of his generation. Avrohom
Avinu, on the other hand, made it his life's work to bring belief in Hashem
to as many people as possible, as it says, "And Avrohom caused others to
believe in Hashem." Chazal needed to learn the interpretation which is
derogatory to Noach to extract an important lesson: Since Noach was a
righteous person himself, he shined in his generation even though he didn't
try to teach them emunah. Were he from the generation of Avrohom, a
generation willing to hear about Hashem, and to grow in their belief, he
would not be considered a tzaddik. Since he wasn't working to instill
emunah in the generation, he was not fulfilling the role of a teacher.

Every generation requires it's teachers, mentors and tzaddikim. Every
individual needs his personal Rebbe to provide spiritual guidance. How is
it possible to know who are the proper teachers, leading students on a true
path, and who is misleading them or only building an empire for himself?
If the teacher is promoting emunah and gniding and inspiring students to
develop a firmer belief and trust in Hashem, it is a confirmation that the
tzaddik/teacher is indeed genuine.
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The city of Carlesbad, Germany, was renowned in the olden days for
it's spas and hot springs which attracted many vacationers, who sought the
comfort and healing powers of the myriad springs. The story is told, that
the famous rebbe, R' Dovid'l of Dinov ZT"L, once visited the city and
it's famous hot springs spa. However, after a short while in the city, R’
Dovid'l was absolutely shocked to discover that many people who came
from near and far, people who lived modest and spiritual lives back at
home and were known for their righteousness and good deeds in their
home-towns, had thrown off all of their restraints and good judgement,
and engaged themselves in improper levity at the spa. He just couldn't
believe what he saw from up-standing members of numerous Jewish
communities. To R' Dovid'l, this indicated that their righteous and proper
behavior that kept them in line at home was entirely due to social pressure
and scrutiny that was to come upon them if they acted improperly.
However, here in a vacation resort, away from the Ba'alei Batim, in the
absence of such control, they were actually morally defective at their core.

R' Dovid'l was visibly upset at what he beheld. One of his chassidim
accompanying the rebbe, asked him what was bothering him. "Now, I truly
understand," replied R' Dovid'l with a sigh, "what the gemara meant that
th= hot springs found in this world, are the residue of the boiling waters
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