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w3 Moshe Rabbeinu tells Bnei Yisroel: “As you have
turned away from Hashem, Hashem will not be with you.”
Due to the terrible sin of the spies, the Jewish People
turned away from a true Emunah and belief in Hashem.

A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY m

Halachos Pertaining to the ““Torah” Table (67)

Hefsek Between Washing and Hamotzie. It is preferable not
to make a hefsek (break) of more than 12 seconds v »15)

(rx 2" TN (1) between washing and the Hamotzie. In some
simcha halls where the washing station may be a distance from
the place of Hamotzie, small pieces of bread are left near the
sink. Usually, people eat this bread standing. This is undesirable
and they miss the opportunity to make a beracha on a n»Hw. A
better way is to not finish drying the hands till one gets back to
his table because the washing is not completed till then ().

Speaking Before Drinking the Wine. The Gemara ¢) says:
“One should not talk over the cup of bentching.” This means
that whenever bentching is done over a cup of wine (which is
always the case by Sheva Berachos) one should not talk out
after bentching till the 71 (one who is leading) finishes
drinking the cup of wine. The Shulchan Aruch @ quotes the
halacha as referring to the 711 himself. However, the later
Poskim say that we are supposed to apply this to anyone who is
part of the group bentching (yv*) and they all cannot talk out till
the 7121 drinks the wine (5. (Based on rulings of R> Moshe
Feinstein ZT”’LL one might even have to wait till after the
choson and kallah drink ().) This is quite relevant to weddings
where Sheva Berachos takes quite some time at the end to pass
around the cup and say all the seven berachos. The rest of the
people who have finished bentching often talk out because this
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R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch ZT”’L (Peninei Daas) would say:

ST NI

We, too, often turn our backs on Hashem. This is the stain
that sin paints upon an individual. What right do we have to
deny the goodness that He does for us? Sincere repentance
is needed to overcome the sin of turning away from Hashem.
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halacha is not widely known. (I have heard that some Poskim in
Eretz Yisroel are not in favor of the customary singing along
with the last beracha because of the above reason,
although others permit it.) This also applies anytime bentching
is done over wine. The same applies to bentching by a Bris
Milah, since there is time at the end when the extra "yon "
paragraphs are said and here also no one should talk out.

Being xyy with the Berachos. According to some Poskim the
seven berachos (or at least six of them without "19)0 »9 X1M2")
are an obligation upon all present to bless the choson and kallah.
Those who say the berachos do so on behalf of all those present.
It is imperative that everyone should listen carefully while the
berachos are being said in order to have in mind to be N¥»(7).
Watching the Kesubah. The following halacha is of great
importance and should not be overlooked. Sometimes in the
hectic minutes after the Chupa, with the boys dancing and the
parents of the choson and kallah accepting warm wishes of
Mazel Tov, the Kesubah document is put down and can become
misplaced. Halachically, a married couple must always know
where their Kesubah is ). The kallah must be confident that she
can retrieve her Kesuba whenever she wants. If at any time
there is a chance that it might have been lost, a Rov must be
consulted immediately. It would be a good idea for someone,
known to the kallah, to be designated to put away the Kesuba
and give it to the kallah after the wedding or the next day.
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“Moshe gave the spies a sign: If the Land’s inhabitants dwell in open cities, it means they are strong, and rely on

their strength for protection. If they live in walled cities, they are weak. Some Jews believe in withdrawing from
society and having no dealings with the outside world. Others do the opposite, attempting to be positive influences on
their surroundings. To outward appearances, the first group, in their fortress of Torah and mitzvos, appears to be
stronger, but maybe this is not so. Perhaps such withdrawal is a sign that a person is unsure of his spiritual strength.”

R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT”’L (Kedushas Levi) would say:

“Chazal say (02 man): ‘Do not believe in yourself until the day you die.’ This is part of the statement that comes
before it: ‘Do not separate yourself from the community.” Chazal promise that a person who causes others to do
mitzvos will be protected from spiritual harm. One should not separate himself from the community; rather, he
should attempt to teach them. Only in this way can a Jew be spiritually secure.”

A Wise Man would say:

“A child should have every advantage - including those taught by disadvantage.”
SPECIAL MAZEL TOV MOSHE ARON & TAMARA BLONDER ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR FIRST CHILD, & BABY BOY!
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YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.
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The first time, the Maggid from Jerusalem, R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”’L, visited Belgium, he stayed in Antwerp by
the home of an acquaintance. He would customarily attend a certain kosher restaurant every day for lunch and he
became acquainted with some of the regular patrons. One day, he entered as usual at one o’clock in the afternoon but the
place was empty. Something unexpected must have occurred, thought R’ Sholom, as the restaurant was normally
crowded at that hour. After about 10 minutes, one man walked in, then another and another, until slowly, about ten men
filed in - all of them clearly in very low spirits. They exchanged no words and the atmosphere was gloomy.

R’ Sholom looked at the people and realized that a tragedy must have occurred. Who knew what had happened?
Perhaps something had taken place in Jerusalem - a terrorist attack or bombing - that he had not yet heard about. He
scrutinized their faces to find out what was wrong.

A few minutes later, another Jew walked in. He washed his hands and sat at the table. For the first time, one of the
men there broke the silence. “Shimon,” he asked, “how many people do you think were at the funeral?”’

R’ Sholom tensed. Who had passed away? Obviously it was someone of importance in Belgium.

Shimon sat silently for a moment. Then he answered, “By my estimate, about a million people.”

Okay, thought R’ Sholom. A million people? It couldn’t be a Jewish funeral; there were not even half a million Jews
in Antwerp. Right then, he walked over to one of the Jews, and asked, “Tell me, what happened?”

The man turned and said with a rueful smile, “R’ Sholom, this is not for you.”

R’ Sholom was insistent. ““You made me so nervous when you came in. I must know, what happened? Who died?”

The man relented. He explained that the national passion of Belgium is bicycle racing, like Baseball in America and
Horseracing in England. It seemed that a young Belgian had once biked several kilometers in the space of a short span to
win a championship prize. He became an instant hero and millionaire in Belgium and even opened a popular tavern .

“Yesterday,” the diner informed R’ Sholom sadly, “he tried his luck again, attempting to achieve a new world record
but he was unsuccessful and crashed into a wall. He fell over and was injured grievously. Later, he succumbed to his
injuries and died. Nearly a million people attended his funeral. We joined, too. The general atmosphere was one of
mourning, and we got caught up in it.” The man faced R’ Sholom. “I am truly sorry to have worried you.”

R’ Sholom Schwadron was not only a gifted speaker who had the ability to bring an audience to tears with harsh
words of rebuke, he could also bring out a point through humor and mockery. Immediately, R’ Sholom smiled and said
to the roomful of long faces, “My friends, you wish to attend athletes’ funerals? Well, then, come to my neighborhood in
Shaarei Chesed. There is a cat there that climbs the tallest tree in the neighborhood in just half a second - from bottom to
top. He moves like lightning! Yesterday, unfortunately, the cat died. I think you should go to his funeral!”

The men smiled sheepishly, realizing that the Maggid was speaking in a spirit of jest. But R’ Sholom softened his tone
and continued, “Look, you are confusing skill with wisdom. A talent or skill is a natural thing that Hakadosh Boruch Hu
grants a person, giving him the ability to jump or fly or run. It’s not at all connected to the person’s character, but simply
to natural phenomena. In fact, in this area, the animal kingdom often outshines the human one! What, then, is a person’s

12

task? To work on himself and his spiritual attributes, to elevate himself and rise ever higher. That is human!

Sweeping his gaze about the restaurant, R> Sholom challenged them. “Come now! Form that kind of competition, and

see who wins!”
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5'@7: During the time of the Spanish Inquisition, a
Marrano suspected of secretly being Jewish was arrested.
While in prison he suddenly became deathly ill. The
Inquisitors called the local priest, and told him to see if the
dying man would make any last confession, stating that he
is a Catholic, or else be burned at the stake as a Jew.

The Priest and some henchmen entered the sick man’s
room. The moment they did, the sick man turned his face
to the wall, refusing to reject his true faith in the Almighty.

The Inquisitors took this as an admission. “Aha,” they

exclaimed, “this proves that he is really a Jew!”
The priest, however, disagreed. “He’s embarrassed to

confess in front of others. Everyone must leave the room!”

Only the dying man and the Priest remained in the room.
The priest, a Marrano himself, whispered in the man’s ear,
“You can say ‘Shema Yisroel’ now, and express your
belief in Hashem before you die. You no longer need to turn
your back on me, because we both serve the same G-d.”

With his dying breath, the Marrano uttered, “Hear Israel,
the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one!”
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In today’s day and age, we see a lack of Bitachon, much
likethe mistrustportrayed by the Meraglim (spies), exhibited
by the government and leaders of the State of Israel. They
have no care for Hashem, for Torah, mitzvos, halacha,
Charedim and any semblance of religious Judaism. And
yet, they seem to be succeeding! The tiny country of Israel
has survived for sixty years in what can only be described
as a “bad neighborhood” with even worse neighbors! Wars
have been won in miraculous fashion and the desert has
begun to bloom due to Israeli ingenuity. How can a religious
Jew reconcile the fact that a non-religious entity such as the
State of Israel is enjoying unusual success and prosperity?
R’ Aharon Feldman Shlit’a (R”’Y Ner Yisroel) explains:
This “success” is nothing more than a facade. Yes, they’ve
won wars - but a few rock-throwing Arab kids can create
an Intifada that has stymied the mighty Israeli Army. Yes,
they’ve made the desert bloom but at what cost to the
upbringing of their children? The societal ills of the
“chiloni” way of life include violence, illegal substances
and promiscuity that embrace a majority of Israeli youth.
They believe they have found success which allows them to
live like the gentile nations but this has caused them to fail!
Hashem watches over Israel with amazing Hashgacha
Pratis in order to allow the wayward thinkers time to return
to the path of Torah. To recognize that the Jewish People
are unique, unlike the other nations. After the devastation of
the Holocaust, the spiritual morale of the people was at an
all-time low and Hashem gave us special Siyata D’shmaya
to create a country, a nation, an identity out of the ashes. But
now, after all that Hashem is doing for us, it is time for us to
show Him that we are sincere - that we wish to live as Torah
Jews - and this will hasten the coming of Moshiach N"12.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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Most of Parshas Shelach relates the story of the Spies
and the tragic aftermath of their excursion. Following this,
the Torah commands us with the mitzvah of Challah and the
requirement to give the kohen a portion of dough that one
kneads. Why is this mitzvah taught in this parsha? Why is it
not mentioned in next week’s sedrah together with other
produce-related laws, such as Terumah and Maaser?

R’ Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT”’L answers by drawing
a distinction between the mitzvah of Challah and the other
produce-related Matnas Kehunah (gifts to the Priesthood).
Terumos and Maasros, as well as other Eretz Yisroel-
dependent laws apply only to the produce of the Holy Land
and are thus indicative of the intrinsic holiness of Eretz
Yisroel and of the blessings attributable to the Land itself.
One does not set aside produce from outside of Israel since
these fruits are not imbued with Kedushas Ha’ aretz - the
holiness of the Land. On the other hand, the mitzvah of
Challah is solely dependant on the person - the “Gavra” in
Talmudic terms - and it is a reminder of the Almighty’s
blessing that rests on the handiwork of the Jewish People.
Although this mitzvah was given to the Jewish People,
“upon coming into the Land,” by rabbinic decree, Challah
is separated even in the Diaspora. It is to teach us the
importance of the individual Jew and what he is capable of
accomplishing by the work of his hand.

It is appropriate, therefore, that the mitzvah of Challah
belongs specifically after the episode of the Spies, for their
very doubt was whether the Jewish People were strong
enough to conquer and inhabit the Land. In the context of
those doubts, the Torah teaches that it is less the sacredness
of the Land that will draw the people in, and more the
efforts of those who inhabit the Land that are blessed.

ﬂgﬂ“ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

ON THE WEI MIDDAH OF ...
% (x=) 7N XA 792 BYR 10N TR IR UM YR 9o Nem

When the spies came back from their expedition with an evil report about Eretz stroel Bnei Yisroel were so
distraught and disturbed by the news that they became full of despair. The first thing they did was they all sat down on the
floor and cried. Our Sages tell us that that cry was the source of so many future tragedies that occurred on this very sad
day, the ninth day of Av, the day we all sit on the floor and cry year after year over the destruction of two Batei Mikdash,
the Jewish expulsion from Spain, World War I, the Holocaust, and so many more horrific tragedies in the history of the
Jewish People. Why was this day chosen as a day of tragedy and sadness? Hashem looked down at His beloved children,
so full of joy and excitement to give them His special present - the holy Land of Israel- and what were they doing?
Crying! Hashem said, “Foolish children, since you are crying for nothing, I will give you a good reason to cry!”

And the result? Tragedy after tragedy, misfortune after misfortune. No doubt, we have been given reasons to cry. But
Hashem, it’s enough! We have cried enough. It’s time to stop complaining and start to appreciate all that He has given us
in this beautiful world of ours. Let us rectify the source of sadness by truly rejoicing with all the good that we have!
Maybe just maybe Hashem will look down at his beloved children and say, “Dear children, you are so happy and
appreciative of all that you have, I think it’s time to really give you something to rejoice about!”

You know what? Maybe just maybe in this zechus we will all meet in the Bais Hamikdash to truly rejoice together!




