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   n:ubrupxv rtcnu /wv hp kg ktrah hbc ubju ugxba lht itf rtuc
uhva 'vbuatr /rcsnc uhrjt o,fk kg 'ktrah ka i,ufz rphx"
kkh uv, ouen vhva hp kg ;t 'ibgv oa iufah rat ouenc ohbuj
lurt inz ohbh,nn uhva ',hba rphx '"wv ,rnan ,t urnau" /iunhah
tku" /stn gr ouenv vhva p"gt '(vb,nv u,buuf ",rnan"a ubhhv)
ohnh ibgv vhvh rat ahu" /ubnn cuy 'rjt ouen apjk '"ugxh
ovk ,utb ouenc o,hhbj v,hv ohngpka ',hahka rphx '"rpxn
'"ubjh wv hp kg" ! n"n 'rpxn ohnh ibgv ifua vhv oau 'ovhbenku
ohgxub uhva hp kg ;t '"ugxh wv hp kgu" 'ouenv u,ut ,cvtn tk

/ubrupxv k"fg "cuyv ouenv u,utn
/wv iumr hpf eru lt ubju ugxbu ' ovh,ubumr ukyhc ktraha rtucnu   

cuwev j"vutuhva 'ktrah ka ijca snkk cu,fv tc" :rtck ;hxun 
" rntu 'wv .upjh ratc ohmpjubjhrnt tk ifku ',ubjk umpjh ubhhv '"

"ubjj"vutk vaeuva ubhhv /"wufu jrfvv smn uaga gnab vhv zta "
'rcsnc uaga vn vru,v ,rpxn tkv 'sh,g wkc '"ubjh" cu,f gusn

 wg) ",ubjk umpjh" vbuufva rthcuhbuezj/(rjt iputc arpna 
urhfvu 'iujycv ,drs ,t udhava iuhf ,tzc umpja ';hxuvk ahu
ifku 'o,cuy uza rurc ',tzc vmur wv otu 'vcuyku wv ,tn kfva

/ubumrf ,uagk ujna
,ftkn cuhja :(:tk) ,cac t,hts 'vkusd vvhn, .r,k ah z"hpku    

'trndv ,ktuau /unuenc ,ubck n"g r,uxc er tuv ,cac r,ux
,ubck n"g tka ur,x ifancu 'ifanvn ,snkb ,ca ,ftkn tkv
?ubja ouenc u,ut unhevu 'ifanv uerhp ugxbaf hrva 'unuenc
,ubck n"g r,uxf '"ubjh wv hp kg" ch,fs iuhf 'trndv ,mr,nu

 aurhp wg) ?vbcv kf vz .urh,k iht vrutfku /hns unuenc'j"rv
,uhj ."rvnu'eubh, kmt ubhmna unfa 'rtucn ubhrcs hpk kct  /(

,taubv untk unmg rxunu 'uhfrmk dutsk u,kufhc ihta aj tuva
cajb tk 'ouenk ouenn ,rcuga ;ta 'u,cuyu uhfrmk ,dtusu u,ut
kmt if /unt vz eubh,v ouena iuhf 'unuen ,t vbha eubh,va
dtshu o,ut taha uhkt onmg ,t urxnu wvc ujyca 'rcsnc ktrah
ubhaa cajb tk 'ouenk ouenn ugxba odv 'o,cuyu ovhfrmk

 ,ubck n"g r,ux" vz huvu 'onuen tuv wva iuhf 'onuenunuenc"/
ubhhv '"ubjh wv hp kg ch,fs iuhf" :trndv ,buuf ubhhva k"h f"tu     
f"tu 'o,cuyk tuv dtusa uahdrv hf 'ovc wv .pja ,uhbjc umpja
ubhhv '"hns unuenc ,ubck ,bn kg r,uxf" 'onuen tuv wva cajb
vz ihgfu) ouen hubha cajb vz iht 'ouenk ouenn ugxba odva

 oac tcunk"mz y"brdv/(
v,uvn kf ifa ',uguca rjtk vtruek uz varp vnht,n vnf    

 wg) wvc iujyc ,rsjv thv vru,v kat"rdvvarpu '(y"h 'c"f hkan 
/iujycv kg ub,ut ,snkn uz
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Aron in which the Torah is contained is the

symbol of Divine Protection for Klal Yisroel. When the

Jews traveled in the desert, their enemies would scatter in

 A SERIES IN HALACHAH
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Bein Hashmoshes. Perhaps the most relevant time span in
Halacha is ,uanav ihc. This refers to twilight at the end of

each day which, in Halacha, is a doubt (epx) whether it is day

or night - or part of both (1). Part of both means that night might

be coming in at any given second of the twilight period. This

time zone starts at sunset (vghea) and ends when the stars appear.

This is why the first clear moment of night is called ,tm
ohcfufv - the time of the coming out (appearance) of the stars.

The Opinion of the Gaonim. There is a difference of opinion

as to which sunset and which appearance of stars we are

referring to. According to the Gaonim (2), sunset is when the

entire sphere of the sun dips out of sight on the western horizon,

although its rays of light are still visible. The appearance of stars
means the appearance of three average size stars. At the latitude

of Eretz Yisroel, the length of time between sunset and the

appearance of three average size stars is 13.5 - 18 minutes

(depending on the different opinions how to time the 3/4 “mil”

mentioned in the Gemara). This time span gets longer as one

moves further away - north or south - from the equator. 

   Many Poskim have tried to estimate the length of ,uanav ihc
in their latitude. For New York, Rav Henkin and Rav Moshe

determined approximately 41 minutes. Others say 50-60 minutes.

Among those, some only hold 50-60 minutes for refraining from

work at the end of Shabbos, which is a Torah obligation, and

are more lenient (41-45 minutes) when it comes to ending a fast
day which is not a Torah obligation (except for Yom Kippur).

The Opinion of Rabbeinu Tam. Rabbeinu Tam has a different

fright from the sight of the Aron. Should we be so foolish to

act like our enemies by running away from the Torah,

thereby disrespecting it and the holy words within it?

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n  
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

opinion. What we call sunset is not the “shekiah” of the Gemara,

and the day continues for another 58.5 minutes. Then comes
Shekiah (beginning of twilight when darkness is setting in) with

a 13.5 minute ,uanav ihc, which is the time of doubt. At 72

minutes after what we call “sunset”, the three stars appear in the

far western horizon (according to Rabbeinu Tam this part of the

sky (3) is all that counts), and it is now definite night. Technically,

according to Rabbeinu Tam, just as Shabbos is not over till 72

minutes after sunset, similarly Shabbos should not start with our

sunset and one should be allowed to do work for another 58.5

minutes. However, this is not true in practical halacha. Those

who do like Rabbeinu Tam do not distinguish between different

latitude locations further away or closer to the equator (4).

How Do We Hold? This difference of opinions between the
Gaonim and Rabbeinu Tam is one of the most written about in

all Halachic literature. The points of application are numerous,

such as the proper times for Mincha, Maariv, Hefsak Tahara,

Shabbos, etc. The Shulchan Aruch (5) rules like Rabbeinu Tam.

(Some (6)
 say that in a debatable phrase (7) which was written

later, he changed his mind). Based on this, many Chassidic

communities are lenient to daven Mincha after sunset, and are

strictly careful not to do any work after Shabbos till 72 minutes

after sunset. Yet none of them, now and for the last few decades,

would be lenient to do work on Friday afternoon after sunset.

  The custom in Israel and in many communities from Germany,

Lithuania and Russia, is like the Gaonim, since the GRA (8) and
Baal Hatanya ruled so. They are careful to finish Mincha before

sunset and do not necessarily wait 72 minutes to end Shabbos.
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     R’ Mordechai Gifter ZT”L (Pirkei Torah) would say:

    “The Jewish People complained in the desert: wkf iht vach ubapb v,guw - ‘But now, our lives have dried up, there is

nothing.’ Such is the nature of a man’s desires. If he cannot obtain all that he craves, then even that which he already

possesses - regardless of its quality and value - becomes worthless in his eyes.”

R’ Dovid’l Shapira of Dinov ZT”L (Tzemach Dovid) would say:

    “Three times each day, in Shemona Esrai, we pray: l,guahk hf lh,ugahc our, ubreu jhnm, vrvn lscg sus jnm ,tw
wouhv kf ubhue - ‘Speedily cause the offspring of Your servant Dovid to flourish and enhance his power through Your

salvation, because we hope for Your salvation all day.’ Indeed, is simply hoping that Hashem redeem us sufficient

reason to be redeemed? The answer is that if, for whatever reason, we lack merits, we pray that Hashem send

Moshiach - ‘because we hope for Your salvation,’ - because we have hope, we deserve to have salvation!”

A Wise Person would say:

   “Take life as it comes. An ‘adventure’ is only an inconvenience that is properly considered and dealt with. An

‘inconvenience’ is only an adventure that one cannot properly handle until it gets out of his control.”



((((xxxxwwwwiiii    iiiillllkkkk))))    eeeeffff    ddddeeeevvvvnnnnaaaa    eeeeccccaaaallll    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ffffxxxxccccffffpppp    ::::yyyyeeeexxxxiiiitttt    ((((bbbb----eeeekkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ooookkkk    yyyyrrrriiiieeee                                                
     One never knows how much time he has been allotted in this world. There is so much to do, so much to accomplish. We
all know this, and yet we tend to waste a great deal of time. We allow precious seconds, minutes and hours to drift away

never to be recovered. When an opportunity to donate our time or money arises, we often become slow and reluctant to react.

We busy ourselves with foolish preoccupations, while the important things go unattended.

    A man was once rewarded for a good deed with the chance to spend a day in the king’s treasure vault and take as much as

possible in the time allotted. The man purchased large sacks and journeyed for several days to reach the palace. Once inside

the treasury, however, he felt exhausted from his trip, and since he had so much time, no harm would result from taking a

short nap. Unfortunately, the poor man slept through almost all his given time. When there were but ten minutes left, he

awoke with a start, and quickly went to work filling up a sack. When the king’s soldiers came to escort him from the room,

he had barely filled one sack. Bitterly disappointed, he left the palace having thrown away the opportunity of a “lifetime.”

   Why do we sleep through life, every second of which presents us with another chance to earn tcv okug?  Wake up! Fill up

your sacks with as many mitzvos as you can! Jump out of bed in the morning in anticipation of the day ahead! Open your

eyes to the needs of others and rush to do for them! Live life with enthusiasm and zeal! The day is short. Life passes by too
fast. So act quickly, before the chance disappears, and the last grain of sand settles silently on the bottom of the hourglass!

((((ddddllll----iiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    jjjjiiiippppttttnnnn    jjjjiiii`̀̀̀ppppyyyynnnn    eeeeqqqqiiiieeee    jjjjiiiiaaaaiiiieeee`̀̀̀    eeeevvvvttttiiiieeee    ''''dddd    ddddnnnneeeewwww    ddddyyyynnnn    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ooooeeeexxxx`̀̀̀dddd    rrrrqqqqppppaaaa    iiiiddddiiiieeee

((((aaaa----`̀̀̀iiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    yyyy`̀̀̀dddd    rrrrwwwwyyyyzzzzeeee    ''''dddd    llll`̀̀̀    ddddyyyynnnn    llllllllttttzzzziiiieeee    ddddyyyynnnn    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmrrrrdddd    wwwwrrrrvvvviiiieeee
     The power of prayer is great indeed. Even when the wrath of Hakadosh Boruch Hu threatened to destroy the

rebellious nation, it was the strength of Tefillah that quelled the flames. And not just the Tefillah of Moshe Rabbeinu,

a single individual amongst many, but "ogv egmhu" - “The people cried out.” When Jews pray together as a unified

congregation, Hashem sees to it that their prayers do not go unanswered.

   The Mashgiach of the Kamenitz Yeshivah in Yerushalayim, R’ Moshe Aharon Stern ZT”L, was born and raised, with

great dedication by his righteous parents, in America. When he was nine years old, he became very sick for a period of

close to two years. His father brought him to the best doctors; he received blessings from many Rabbonim; he recited

Tehillim, but his illness remained with him. Finally, after many avenues were exhausted, his father said to him, “Moshe

Aharon, everyone is working to heal you. It’s time for you to help yourself!”
    “But what can I do?” asked young Moshe Aharon. His father answered, “Accept upon yourself a vcuy vsn - Good

habit, and in that merit, you will become well.”

    The boy agreed, and asked, “What, for example?” His father suggested, “Accept upon yourself that if you get well you

will always daven with a minyan.” Moshe Aharon promised, and in a short time, he was cured! 

    He fulfilled his promise, and grew in Torah and Yiras Shomayim until eventually becoming the renowned mashgiach

in the Kamenitzer Yeshivah. Boruch Hashem, the yeshivah grew and became crowded and a new building was necessary

to house the students. The mashgiach was asked to take the job of raising money in the United States since he was from

there and knew his way around. He agreed, and went to see a travel agent to buy a ticket. He asked if there was enough

room on the plane for a minyan. They said, “Rabbi, this is a travel agency, and not a prayer agency. Usually there is

room, but we cannot promise. If the weather is bad, the passengers may have to remain seated. Sometimes, there is not

even enough for a minyan.” Under those shaky terms and conditions, he felt he was unable to travel. 

    Then he was told, “There is another option. It is a flight with an early morning stopover in Amsterdam. Once there,
you will have two hours with which to find a minyan.” R’ Moshe Aharon took the flight, and landed in Amsterdam, right

on time in the morning. He grabbed his Talis and Tefillin, and walked out of the terminal looking for someone who could

properly direct him. For a while cars just passed him by and he was beginning to think that maybe this wasn’t such a

good idea after all. But then, a car stopped suddenly. The driver was Jewish and asked, “Where does the Rov need to go?” 

    “I'm looking for a minyan for shacharis,” was his hopeful reply. 

     “Get in, Rabbi,” the driver offered. It turned out that the driver was a Jew who lived in the suburbs of Amsterdam, and

drove into the city each day to pray and then go to work. After driving for a few minutes, they arrived at a non-descript

building and parked in a small alley. They both got out, and the driver led him to a ground-floor apartment. He opened

the door and found a small synagogue. There were eight men already present waiting for another two to arrive and

complete the minyan. Now that they had ten, they began davening immediately. At the end of Shacharis, the driver

completed his mitzvah, and drove his esteemed guest back to the airport. 

     When R’ Moshe Aharon would tell over this story, his eyes shone. He said, “Look and see. Eight people woke up
early and went to the synagogue to pray with a minyan. The ninth was driving in from a nearby town. Where will the

tenth come from? Why, of course! Hashem arranged for a Jew from the Land of Israel, on his way to the United States to

be right there in order to complete the minyan! On the path that a person wants to walk, he is directed  .....”
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                    iiiipppptttt    lllleeeennnn    llll`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeexxxxppppdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    jjjjzzzzllllrrrrddddaaaa
        ''''eeeebbbbeeee    zzzzeeeexxxxppppdddd    zzzzrrrraaaayyyy    eeeexxxxiiii`̀̀̀iiii    ddddxxxxeeeeppppnnnndddd((((aaaa----gggg))))

    Rashi writes: “Since a flame rises, therefore (the posuk)

uses an expression of wvhhkgw (rising), for one must kindle

the wick until the flame rises by itself.” Just as a person

must hold a fire to a candle’s wick in order for it catch and

become a flame, so too, says R’ Yaakov Katina ZT”L

(Korbon Ha’ani) with regard to Avodas Hashem, each

and every person must hold steady in his service of

Hakadosh Boruch Hu, until his actions take hold and

become an integral part of him, thereby allowing his flame

of devotion to rise ever higher in the service of his Creator.  

    It is told that late one night, R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L
happened to pass by the house of a shoemaker, and saw

him working diligently by the fading light of a candle.

   “Why do you work so late?” R’ Yisroel asked him. “The

candle will soon go out, and you won’t be able to continue

making shoes. Why don’t you stop already?”

    The shoemaker barely looked up. “It really makes no

difference,” he said. “Vi lang de licht brent, ken men noch

farichten.” (As long as the candle keeps burning, one can

still make repairs.) 

    R’ Yisroel was deeply affected by this remark. He

would often use this as a symbol of a person’s diligence.

“If a simple shoemaker continues working for his material
needs as long as the candle burns and its light can be used,

how much more so should a man work for the needs of his

soul as long as the lamp of Hashem - the soul of a man - is

still burning, and rectify as much as one possibly can!”

  This is the meaning of the words of Chazal (f-c ,uct):
“The day is short and the work is numerous.” Life is short

and the task that each individual must complete on earth is

great; yet people are slow to complete their work.

  EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS                                       

ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

    ggggeeeeppppkkkk    iiiiddddiiiieeee    mmmmiiiippppwwwwffffdddd    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiirrrraaaayyyy    llllrrrr    oooozzzziiiieeee                                
    eeeettttqqqqiiii    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    eeee`̀̀̀aaaappppzzzziiiieeee    ggggeeeexxxxdddd    mmmmddddiiiillllrrrr((((ddddkkkk----`̀̀̀iiii))))    

     When Hashem placed His Spirit on the seventy elders

of Klal Yisroel and they began to prophesize, Moshe

Rabbeinu, in his great humility emphatically declared , “Is

it not possible that the entire nation of Hashem could be

prophets, if Hashem would place His Spirit upon them?”

However, if we delve a bit deeper, we realize that there

was a tremendous difference between these prophets and

the prophecies of Moshe Rabbeinu.

     Targum Onkelos translates the words “His Spirit” as

"vtucbs tjur" - “Spirit of Prophecy” when describing the

prophecy of the elders, whereas when the Torah mentions
the prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu, it is called "asuev jur" -
“Spirit of Holiness.” This is a clear delineation based on

the words of the gemara (:ch c"c): "thcbn ;hsg ofj" - “A Wise

man is superior to a prophet.” As the Ramba’n notes, a

"ofj" is one who possesses the Holy Spirit (asuev jur),
while a prophet only retains a Spirit of Prophecy (vtucb jur). 
   What is the difference? The great Sephardic Chacham,

R’ Yitzchok Arama ZT”L (Akeidas Yitzchok) explains,

that a prophet, by reason of being graced by the King of

Kings, overhears many “palace secrets.” Unless, however,

this prophet is specifically informed concerning details, his

knowledge will remain very sketchy, and he will not know
the causes nor the solutions for the events concerning

which he has knowledge beforehand. The wise man, on the

other hand, has calculated by means of his intellect how

and when certain events will occur. He can make good use

of the knowledge that he has determined in order to make

an educated decision on behalf of himself and his people.

This was the difference between the prophecy of Moshe

Rabbeinu and that of the elders. 

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

 R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

llllyyyynnnn: Every Shabbos, a group of worshipers from one shul,

would finish davening Shacharis and then walk outside for

a “recess” during Krias HaTorah. Only actual davening was

important, they felt, and “laining” was not for them.

    The Rov was greatly distressed by his “recess crew” and
spoke to each one in private to give up his nasty habit. But

to no avail. Kiddush and a good “shmooze” was obviously

much more important than following the parsha being read. 

   Finally, the rabbi had had enough. The disrespect to the

Torah had gone too far and he was prepared to take extreme

measures. One Shabbos, before Krias HaTorah, he stood up

and announced from the pulpit, “I must publicly apologize to

those people whom I had criticized for leaving by the Torah

reading. You see, when we take the Torah out of the Aron

Hakodesh, we recite the words, ‘Arise Hashem, and let Your

foes scatter. Let Your enemies flee before You,’ and these

people are simply doing precisely what they are told. May

we all learn from their sense of obedience!”
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