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")Lm: When we send our children off to school, yeshivah,
cheder, each morning, we anticipate that they will grow in
Torah knowledge, Yiras Shamayim and middos tovos. Our
children’s friends as well as the atmosphere that he or she is

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (33)
Honest Money (Cont.) In the last few weeks we discussed
honesty in money matters as a merit for good parnassa. Now, let
us continue with other areas of monetary activity that have

positive and negative effects on parnassa.

Ribbis - Interest. The Gemara (1) states that one who lends
money and takes Ribbis will suffer a permanent collapse of his
assets. From the Gemara and Tosfos there () it seems that this
happens even if one transgresses the Rabbinic prohibition of
Ribbis, and even if he took the forbidden money without
knowing it was forbidden. Whether this financial collapse
happens only to the lender or even to the borrower, is a
discussion among the Poskim. The Knesses Hagdolah (3) says
that it applies only to the lender, while the Tzlach (n was y»s)
in his derashos @) writes that even the borrower will lose.

A Prime Example. Even though we cannot go through all the
halachos of Ribbis in this series, there are some relevant, but not
well known, halachos that many people transgress, while trying
to do favors for others. For example, using someone else’s credit
card. Many times a person (Reuven) needs to borrow money but
doesn’t have a good credit rating and his friend or relative
(Shimon) is nice enough to let Reuven use his credit card. This is
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in literally “makes” the child. One must constantly monitor
a child’s social situation, as well as the environment he or
she is in, for if one is oblivious, a child may end up in a
cheder or hanging out with the likes of an “Esav.”
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done with the “understanding of fairess” that Reuven will pay

the bank all the payments including the interest, and/or penalties

in the event of late - and often times - even timely payments. This

is “Prime Ribbis” because since the bank will only go after

Shimon as it is his account, it is deemed in halacha as one loan

from the bank to Shimon and another loan from Shimon to

Reuven. Now, if Reuven pays out $1 more than he borrowed,

even if his payment went straight to the bank, he has in effect

paid Ribbis. This is based on the words of the Shulchan Aruch

(5 and is probably the most common stumbling block that people

transgress in the laws of Ribbis.

Other Concerns. Notwithstanding the many halachos of Ribbis,

it is worthwhile to mention other situations of concern, in order

that that one should know when to consult a Rav.

1) Doing favors for the lender.

2) Returning bigger packages of food than what was borrowed.

3) Purchases or services where paying later costs more.

4) Being a guarantor for a debt that has Ribbis.

5) Partners that take a joint loan from a bank.

6) Renting items like jewelry that do not decrease in value from
usage.

7) Understanding a Heter Iska when participating in one.
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim ibn Attar ZT”’L (Ohr HaChaim) would say:
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“‘And the Lord (op9N) shall give you from the dew of the heavens and from the fat of the land.” Yitzchok invokes
the Name ‘Elokim’ which refers to the divine attribute of strict justice. Just as with the creation of the world, when the
Almighty combined ‘Elokim’ and ‘Hashem’ (divine attribute of mercy), because He first intended to create the world
with the attribute of justice, but upon seeing that the world could not be sustained in this way, He combined it with the
attribute of compassion. Fortunate is the one who can live up to the demands of the attribute of justice; however, most
people require the protection afforded by the attribute of mercy. How beautiful, therefore, is Yitzchok’s blessing to
Yaakov: ‘The Lord shall give you’ meaning, may it be His will that you will be a complete tzadik to the point where
even the attribute of justice (DpYN) will agree to confer the blessings upon you, as you have rightfully earned them!”

R’ Moshe Teitelbaum ZT”’L (Yismach Moshe) would say:

“In Tehillim (20-12) we say: ‘Serve Hashem in awe and rejoice with trembling.’ A righteous man can coexist with
‘rejoicing’ and ‘trembling’ at the same time. Since he is on a higher spiritual level each day, he can rejoice in his
heightened awareness of the Almighty, and yet he trembles each day with the pain and realization of how defective his
true understanding of Hashem was until now. Thus, it states: ‘In the place of rejoicing (0N9"), there is also dread (nTy7).””

A Wise Man would say:

“Don’t own too much. A man with one watch knows what time it is. A man with two watches is never quite sure!”
DEDICATED &S & ZECHUS FOR HABOCHR AHARON ELIEZER FLEISCHMAN ) ON HIS UPCOMING BAR MITZVAH
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVEIT E-MAILED TO YOUDIRECTLY, PLEASE CALIL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COML
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The story of the daring escape of the Belzer Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach ZT”L, from Nazi Germany, is one replete

with open miracles, unnatural occurrences and inspiration which clearly portrayed the Yad Hashem (Hand of G-d) at every
turn. Just the idea of whisking the tzaddik, a thin, gaunt saintly man, who was so weak from continuous fasting, praying
and sleep deprivation, out of the jaws of the hideous Nazi beast was a daunting task, but due to the heroic efforts of a host
of righteous individuals, the chassidic dynasty of Belz survived to establish a glorious link to pre-war Yiddishkeit.

As late as May 1943, the Belzer Rebbe, along with his distinguished brother, R> Mordechai ZT”’L, the Bilgoray Rov,
was still hiding out in the Bochnia ghetto. “Hiding” is a relative term since there were very few people, including the Nazi
commandant, his evil cohorts, the Jewish policemen, the Judenrat, and most of the ghetto residents, who did not know that
the “Wunder Rabbiner” was in their midst. In fact, the chief Nazi, a sadistic tyrant by the name of Muller, went so far as to
visit the Belzer Rebbe, receive a blessing from him and offer to double his rations and release him from forced labor! Such
was the esteem that even the Nazis held for the saintly Rebbe and they believed that keeping him contained within their
midst was a “good luck charm” of sorts. As a result, sneaking the Rebbe out from under their very noses was doubly
difficult since they were specifically looking after him to make sure that he remained.

Eventually a plan was hatched which called for the Rebbe and his brother to sneak out of their home in the early
morning hours, climb through a loose plank in the ghetto wall behind their building, and take sanctuary in an apartment
until daybreak. Then, a horse-drawn wagon would transport them to the village of Baczkow where they would wait in
seclusion until after nightfall when an official car driven by Captain Shtaier, a legitimate and heavily bribed officer of the
Hungarian Army Counterintelligence staff, was to collect them and smuggle them out of Poland and into Hungary.

It would have gone off without a hitch if not for the fact that as their wagon rolled through the village of Baczkow early
on the morning of May 13, a group of Jewish laborers on their way to work in the factory noticed the wagon and thought
they spotted the Belzer Rebbe. Immediately, a rumor circulated in the ghetto that the holy Rebbe was escaping!

The Rebbe’s gabbaim refuted this rumor but many people wanted to see for themselves. The gabbaim had no choice but
to devise an ingenious scheme. A young Belzer Chasid by the name of Reuven Walkin disguised himself as the Belzer
Rebbe, donning his distinctive silk kapota, white socks, half shoes, woolen Talis and Tefillin, all the while imitating the
Rebbe’s voice to perfection. Since the Rebbe spent most of his day in his inner chamber and only his gabbaim and closest
chassidim were allowed to enter to talk to him and give kvitlach, by sitting in the Rebbe’s customary chair facing the wall
with his Talis over his head in prayer, Reuven Walkin was indistinguishable from the real thing. The gabbaim purposely
left the door to the inner room open a bit so all those in the outer waiting area could see the “Rebbe” praying as usual by
his shtender while they continued to run in and out of the room, bringing petitions, pitchers of water and tea at regular
intervals to foster the deception. It worked, and throughout the day, many people were convinced that they saw the Belzer
Rebbe in his room all the while, the real Belzer Rebbe was buying valuable time for his escape.

All that day and into the next, the deception continued. Some Judenrat officials recognized the deception but decided to
keep their doubits strictly to themselves. Other less scrupulous members, however, passed on their suspicions to the Gestapo.
The Commandant decided to see for himself. Luckily, the gabbaim were tipped off. “Muller, Rosen and Weiss (the
Lagerfuehrer, Jewish police chief and Judenrat head) are coming! They’re already in the building, officially checking if
everyone’s at work!” Reuven Walkin hastily tore off the Rebbe’s garments and they all ran out into an abandoned ruin in

Ghetto Two. The Nazi screamed with rage but could do nothing as the holx Belzer Rebbe escaped his evil clutches.
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Swn: At a well-attended public gathering on Chinuch, the
Rav of Krakow, R’ Shimon Sofer ZT”’L, spoke about the
importance of sending one’s children to a school attended
by good children and well-behaved students. No matter
how upright and G-d-fearing the rebbe is, R’ Shimon
stressed, the company of frivolous, freethinking students
could have a devastating effect on an innocent child.

“We see this from the Medrash,” he said, “which relates
that when our matriarch Rivka was carrying Yaakov and
Esav, she would feel Yaakov kicking to get out whenever

she passed a Beis Medrash, whereas Esav kicked violently
whenever she passed a place of idol worship. Now, as you
can imagine, Esav obviously could not fulfill his desire to
worship idols while still in his mother’s womb so we know
why he tried to get out, but Yaakov was learning Torah
with an angel. Why, then, did he want so much to go out
and study Torah from a mortal man?”’

“The answer,” said R’ Shimon, “is that even though the
teacher was a Heavenly Angel, Yaakov did not want to
learn in the same ‘cheder’ as Esav!”
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The Rebbe, R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”’L, once told
his students, “Yerushalayim shel Maalah (Jerusalem of the
Heavens) is in corresponding position to Yerushalayim shel
Matah (Jerusalem on Earth). The Bais Hamikdash of the
Heavens is in corresponding position to the Bais Hamikdash
here on earth. Every mitzvah that we fulfill is a brick placed
on the Temple in Heaven. Every word of Torah study,
every utterance of faith, every prayer and every blessing
adds a stone, another level. The walls have already been
erected, the building stands, and a bit more construction is
required. When it is completed, the redemption will come!”

His ralmid, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok (Chozeh) of Lublin
ZT”L, responded, “Surely the Rebbe’s sacred devotion to
Hashem will soon complete whatever is missing!”’

The Tzaddik suddenly became agitated. “Believe me - I
know no rest! I work with all my strength, adding brick after
brick, building layer after layer! But what can I do? On the
other side, those who seek to undermine all of my work, are
shattering and destroying, uprooting and demolishing!”

Avraham Avinu dug wells from which he provided water
to those in need. The malicious Plishtim filled them in with
dirt, and then Yitzchok dug them up once again. Twice this
happened until the Plishtim made the criminal claim that
the wells belonged to them! This tells of the ongoing battle
waged between good and evil, between those who “dig
wells” and those who stuff them up. If we are interested in
bringing the redemption closer, then we must dig the wells
anew so that they give forth fresh waters to provide spiritual
life, bring an end to our troubles and open the gates of
salvation. Every sin dislodges a brick and brings about
disaster, while every good deed, every act of kindness and
charity, every smile and warm greeting - adds a brick and
strengthens the reconstruction effort of our sacred Mikdash.
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The Yalkut Shimoni explains this posuk as follows: “Do
not read ‘the scent of Y132’ (his clothing) but rather ‘the
scent of v1y2’ (his traitors).” Yitzchok sensed the marvelous
fragrance of even the worst of the rebels (sinners) of Israel,
like Yosi Mishisa. During the destruction of Jerusalem, the
Romans sought to enter the Temple. “Let one of the Jewish
traitors enter,” they said, “and be the first to desecrate their
sacred vessels.” They told Yosi Mishisa that if he went in he
could keep whatever he found. He entered and came out with
the golden Menorah. “This is not for you,” they told him, and
took it away. ““Go in again, and take something else.” But he
refused to enter a second time. They promised him the taxes
of the entire city for the next three years, but he still refused.
“Isn’t it enough that I angered G-d once,” he said, “must I
anger Him again?”” He was tied to a plank and his flesh was
sawed, but he cried, “Woe to me that I angered my Creator!”

When the Ponovezher Rov, R’ Yosef Shlomo
Kahaneman ZT”L, discussed this Medrash, he observed
that not a single non-Jew dared be the first to enter the holy
Bais Hamikdash. Only one Jew agreed to enter the Har
Habayis - Yosi Mishisa. He was clearly a rasha - one of the
lowest of the low, a person devoid of Torah and fear of
Heaven. What then caused his dramatic change in attitude
after he entered the Bais Hamikdash, that even when was
tortured, he would not agree to repeat the act? Evidently, Yosi
Mishisa was evil because he was influenced by wicked
people, however, when he entered the Har Habayis, in those
few brief moments, he was transformed by the holiness that
was present there. He was so influenced by the kedusha, that
he changed from being a wicked sinner, to being so holy that
he was willing to give his life to sanctify Hashem’s Name!
About him it was said, “And he smelled the smell of his
traitors.” How wonderful and pleasant is that smell!
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Yaakov Avinu takes the berachos away from Esav. Rivka tells him to pretend to be his brother and take his blessing with

trickery. How do we understand this? How could Yaakov, the ultimate man of truth, do something like this? R* Avigdor
Miller ZT”’L explains that this entire episode is meant to be a lesson to us for all time. Hashem wants us to see that the world is
really a place of darkness, where things are not always what they appear to be. Our judgment of other people can be greatly
mistaken and we never really know what another person is like inside. But, he says, there is an even bigger lesson here.

A person can live one hundred years and fool himself into thinking that he is a good person who really tries to do the best he
can, oblivious to the truth of who he really is. Just as Yitzchok was blinded by Esav’s show of piety, how often do we pretend
to be what we are not? On the day of judgment we will all be shown the truth: that we are blind to our own flaws and self-
assured righteousness. The fact that Yitzchok was blind to his own son’s wickedness is a lesson for us to see past the external -
even past the internal - and get to know ourselves on the deepest level. To know who we really are, and what makes us do the
things we do. And how do we do this, asks R’ Miller? “Only through learning Torah and applying its timeless messages to our
lives, will we get to know ourselves on the deepest level. Torah is a light meant to illuminate the minds of men in order for
them to see the truth.” Rivka in her wisdom, dressed up Yaakov to be what he was not in order for Yitzchok to realize, that all
these years, Esav was really not who he thought he was. We, too, must stop “acting” and strive to bring out our true selves.




