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Approaching the Kosel Hamaaravi (Cont.)

As mentioned previously, when one views the Kosel
Hamaaravi (for the first time or after not having seen it
for a specific period of time), he must tear his garment.
Aside from this obligation, there is also a requirement to
tear one's clothing upon seeing the Old City of
Yerushalayim. This can be fulfilled in one of two ways:
1) One can tear twice. He first sees the Old City and
performs the Kriah (tearing). When he later sees the
Kosel, he tears again with a three-inch gap between both
tears. 2) One can keep his eyes down, not actually
viewing the city properly, until he reaches the Kosel.
Then, he tears his clothing and turns around and gazes at
the parts of the city overlooking the Kosel. At this point,
he should add to the first tear any minimal amount.

Before tearing one's garments on the Old City of
Yerushalayim, one should recite the following words:
PNY DODVYY NI 9T N TR PN TUTR MY -
"Your holy cities have become a desert, Zion has (also)
become a desert and Jerusalem a desolate area..” (1)
Exemptions

Ladies ) and children old enough to understand this
concept should also tear 3). Some Poskim @ exempt
children before their Bar-Mitzvah. For reasons of Tznius,

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

a lady should immediately pin up the tear 5) or cover it
with another garment. A chosson on his wedding day
(before the actual wedding) who goes to the Kosel, must
tear. After the wedding, though, he does not have to tear
until after he finishes the seven days of m>12y2v ).

If one goes to the Kosel on Shabbos or Yom Tov for the
first time, he cannot tear, and this even exempts him from
tearing after Shabbos and Yom Tov 7). On Chol Hamoed,
we also do not tear. Some people are lenient on Friday or
Erev Yom Tov in the afternoon not to tear, but many
Poskim disagree, except on Erev Pesach when some
Poskim are more lenient. Even then, it is better to tear ).
How Often Must One Tear

If thirty days go by without seeing the Kosel one must
tear again. The day of the first tearing is day one of the
count even if it was a minute before sunset. Therefore, at
the end of day thirty, when it is fully dark, the new
obligation starts for the next visit. If one saw the Kosel
within 30 days and didn’t tear for any reason (e.g. it was
Shabbos or within 30 days of a previous visit), he does
not tear again until 30 days pass without seeing the Kosel o).

The area in front of the Kosel - both the open-air plaza
to the right and the roofed area to the left - have the
sanctity of a Bais Haknesses, and one is not allowed to do
there what is not allowed in a shul (10.. (See N3 0 NIX)
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R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L (Vilna Gaon) would say:

"In Parshas Shoftim, it states: '@%250 >»y NY TNWN > - 'For the bribe blinds the wise," whereas a
slightly different version is found in Parshas Mishpatim: '@5npa Ny Thwn >>. What is the difference
between the two? A '05rv refers to someone who is learned in Torah; a 'np9o is one who is clever in
worldly affairs. We see that accepting a bribe has the effect of distorting both kinds of knowledge."

R' Simcha Bunim of P'shischah ZT"L would say:

"Is it all that difficult to put on an act and appear to be ‘D1 - perfect’ and ‘whole' in other people's

eyes? That is why we must remember, 'PpYN M

oy - 'with Hashem your G-d' is specified - your

uprightness and honesty should be genuine and not just for show."

A Wise Man would say:

"If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably worth it!"
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When the Kapcyznicer Rebbe returned to Eretz Yisroel (four years later), he once again came to visit.
The Belzer Rebbe greeted him at the threshold of his home and exclaimed, "Kapcyznicer Rebbe! We are
commanded to obey the words of the sages. Since your last visit whenever I'm finished eating, I add an
extra spoonful in honor of the mztzvah ©02N 2T YWy - To lzsten to the words of the Sages!"
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The Rambam writes (397 m¥nN 190) that from
here we learn out a specific mitzvah for a judge to
always attempt to see the positive in every litigant
and be m5% 99 y7. This is understood through the
words of the gemara (> Nav): NN TV T Yo7
PIPYNID NYYNI NMAPND GV WYY L ITPNHND -
"Any judge who judges the honest truth ... becomes
a partner with Hashem in the world's creation.”
The words mnN> NN - "Honest truth” may
appear redundant, writes R' Aryeh Leib Hurvitz
ZT'L, until we equate them with the words of the
posuk (W-0> WVYTP) Py VaVN PINar - "With
righteousness judge your people." If we exchange
the 7y» of »ymony” with an ”N7, the posuk now
lends itself to a different interpretation: pT¥2”
PIIRR VYN - "With righteousness judge honestly."
One must mix "8 - "righteousness" with "nHN?
- "truth,” by giving each person the benefit of the
doubt and viewing each litigant in a positive light.

A man once came to a Reform "rabbi" and
requested a hearing. "I would like you to be the
judge in my Din Torah against Hashem."

"Against Hashem?" whistled the reformer. "For
this, you came such a long way just to see me?
Why didn't you go to your local rabbi?"

"T'l tell you the truth," began the wiseguy. "I
looked at all the local rabbonim and saw that they
were DY NV - G-d-fearing men. 1 knew that
they would never follow the commandment of N>
IR N9 YN - ‘Do not fear any man,’ and thus,
they would surely rule in favor of Hashem."

"But you," smirked the man, "are well-known to
have no fear of Heaven whatsoever. You have no
reason to rule in favor of Hashem, and thus, the

"

only person I can turn to to judge this case is you!
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The Medrash tells us that Shlomo Hamelech
maintained that he could marry many women and
his heart would not turn away. In reaction to that
statement, the letter /v of the words 9 N2 NY7 -
"Do not increase for him," complained to Hashem
that Shlomo was in fact nullifyng its content and
just might proceed to nullify other areas of the
Torah. To this, Hashem replied unequivocally,
"Let Shlomo and a thousand like him be uprooted,
but no part of a letter of My Torah will ever be
nullified." The question is: why did the 7 lodge a
complaint and not the 5” or ”N” since the word
»No» actually introduces the prohibition and should
have been the first to protest?

The Steipler Rov, R' Yaakov Yisroel
Kanievski ZT"L gives a remarkable explanation.
When Shlomo Hamelech married close to one
thousand women, everyone was confident that he
would not be swayed by them, because he was the
wisest of all men. He, too, was confident that he
was not transgressing because the idea of being
swayed did not apply to him intellectually. This is
in fact the halachic opinion of the holy Tanna Rabi
Yehudah in the gemara (.3 )77M)0).

The letter »» signifies the future tense. Although
Shlomo and other men of similar royal stature may
not be swayed by this temptation, future kings
might follow their practice of marrying
excessively, even though they are not of that
stature. The 7 protested that Shlomo's act,
however defensible halachically, would cause a
future breakdown of Torah observance. The Torah
applies to all people at all times and in all
situations. No one is exempt from observing the
commandments that Hashem prescribed for us.
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After World War II, Jewry was left bereft with so many orphans, widows and lost souls, searching for
any small vestige of their previous existence. Gedolim, Manhigim and leaders were also in small supply
after the terrible years of the Holocaust. The saintly Belzer Rebbe, R' Aharon Rokeach ZT'L, realized
the extent of the loss and attempted to shoulder a major part of Klal Yisroel's pain and need for direction
upon his frail shoulders. Having seen firsthand the carnage that was European Jewry, before miraculously
escaping himself, he was able to relate and uplift the many survivors who came to him for solace.

The fact that the Belzer Rebbe was recognized as an indisputable leader of the generation, though, did
not prevent him from accepting criticism. Quite the opposite; his abiding humility ensured that he rated
himself as insignificant! This fact became evident one evening when he was visited by R' Avrohom
Yehoshua Heschel ZT"L of Kapcyznice (who had escaped from Vienna to New York), and R'
Avrohom Friedman ZT'"L of Sadigura, in the spring of 1953. The two Rebbes came to pay their
respects to the holy Belzer Rebbe, and in an hour-long, free-ranging conversation they discussed many
issues pertaining to World Jewry: Shidduchim, Moshiach, traveling, Yerushalayim, and Eliyohu Hanavi.

At one point in the converstaion, the Kapcyznicer Rebbe looked at the gaunt figure of the Belzer
Rebbe and gently chided him about what he ate that day. Upon discovering that it had consisted of
nothing more than a glass of coffee and a cube of sugar, he was horrified. Renowned for his kindness and
good heart, the Kapcyznicer Rebbe could not accept that the Belzer Rebbe ate so little - yet R' Aharon
insisted he just could not eat anymore, he had stomach problems!

"But your father used to eat properly," the Kapcyznicer Rebbe pressed him. The Belzer Rebbe waved
that aside, "Ah, my father was a malach, an angel. I cannot compare with him!"

Until now the conversation had been good-natured but now it took a serious turn as the Kapcyznicer
Rebbe announced solemnly, "Belzer Rebbe! I would like to give you some words of mussar!"

At that, the Belzer Rebbe was filled with awe and trembling. He stood up and thrust his hands into his
gartel, as he waited expectantly for his guest's words of rebuke. "I feel I must admonish the Belzer Rebbe
for afflicting his body so much! I would suggest he be more generous in his intake of food, for the sake
of strengthening his weakened body - and for the sake of the world that needs him so badly!"

The two honored guests wanted to leave immediately so the Rebbe could have an evening meal, but R’
Aharon would not hear of it. At the end of their hour-long conversation he accompanied them to the front
door and waited while they descended the stairs. Only after he completed the Maariv prayers did he
consent to partake of his minimal evening repast.
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