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Shabbos Parshas Bo - January

to Jerusalem, and ultimately to a Torah-observant lifestyle.

S®B3: Our role as Jewish fathers and teachers is to pass
down to our children and our students the values that we
have gained through our learning and our experiences. It is
incumbent upon us to “tell over to our sons” the story of the
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (15)
Laws of a Xoon 5" - Lavatory. Even though the basic laws of
a lavatory (not speaking or thinking about words of Torah while
inside, acting with modesty, etc.) are well known to most people,
there are a number of halachos that are not as well-known, or
may have been forgotten by many individuals.

Talking in a Lavatory. Based on the Gemara in Berachos (1),
the RM’A () rules that one may not talk while he/she is in the
lavatory. The Poskim state that the reason is because it lacks in
modesty to talk to another person while there. Possibly, this can
be understood to mean that the one who is listening to another
speak, might be thinking of the speaker unclothed. According to
this reason, the Shaarei Aharon puts forward a theory ¢3) that it
might be permitted to talk to another person in the bathroom
from a cordless or cell phone, since the listener doesn’t know
that the speaker is in the bathroom. However, there is another
reason that the Poskim bring from the writings of Kabbala,
which would prohibit talking on a phone. This second reason (as
quoted in the name of Arizal @) is that a “spirit of spiritual
uncleanliness” in the lavatory attaches itself to the holy power of
speech (m2>7n N), which can cause a person to sin later.
Exceptions. In the following cases, one may be permitted to talk:
1) The Mishna Berura () says that if there is a “pressing need”

9994 -_-)15)3:()\’: ﬂ#}ﬂ& !‘((ﬂ

R’ Yissochor Dov Loriner ZT”’L (Yesh Sachar L’peulasech) would say:

exodus, so that the next generation will come to know about
Hashem. Why? "ny may2" - it is because of this reason - the
transmission of faith in Hashem and the performance of his
mitzvos - that Hashem took us out of Egypt. Once we are able
to feel it - we are now ready to pass it on to our children.

nx»n
D WRY

to speak to another person, it is possibly permitted to do so
even in the lavatory. An example of this might be, if one gets
an important phone call at home, he may call out to the one
who answered the phone, that the caller should hold on for a
few minutes until he comes out. (Even this is not permitted
while one is actually relieving himself of solid waste.)

2) If, while in the bathroom, one talks out and asks for some-
thing that he requires right then (i.e. toilet paper, tissues), R’
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT’L rules ) that it is permitted to
talk. Also, if one takes a child to the bathroom, he can talk
and instruct the child in what is relevant to him.

3) If one enters a lavatory not for the purpose of relieving
oneself (i.e. brushing one’s teeth, applying makeup), one can
be more lenient in speaking there, especially if the room is
used for other things (there is a storage closet there). (7)

Our Lavatories. Some Poskim (8) hold that the lavatories in our
homes today, unlike those that were located outside the city as in
olden times, are generally clean and odor free, because of
constant flushing and cleaning, and may be thus more lenient,
especially if the room is also used for other things. This is similar
to what some Poskim hold that such a room nowadays does not
have a nyn N (bad odor) and one who enters, not for relieving
himself, does not have to wash his hands ©).

99 (4) Xy NN (3) Ny AN N'D9 (2) a0 (1)
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“The Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo declares that a major purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim is to teach Bnei

Yisroel that Hashem created the world and that He has complete knowledge and control over all its affairs. When
Hashem completely turns around the workings of nature, He demonstrates that He is the sole creator and controller
of the entire world. This great phenomenon occurred during the events leading up to and including Yetzias
Mitzrayim. If we learn this lesson, we will come to the realization that there is no nature at all, only Hashem
controlling all the actions and forces in the world. It is to Him that we must constantly turn for all our needs.”

R’ Aharon Y. Greenberg HalLevi ZT”L (quoted in Iturei Torah) would say:

“Chazal tell us that dogs bark when the Angel of Death is in town, and become playful when Eliyahu HaNavi is
in town. (.0 P"2) That night in Egypt, when the Geulah was in process while at the same time the Egyptian firstborns
were dying, the dogs were confused. As a result, "Mw> 255 ¥ X' - the dogs in Egypt just kept their mouths shut!”

A Wise Man would ask:
“Prayer is not a ‘spare wheel’ that you pull out when you find yourself in trouble. Prayer is the ‘steering wheel’
that directs the entire vehicle and keeps it on the correct road all throughout the journey.”
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Pharaoh warned Moshe that “evil faces you” - a star by the name of "ny7" (evil) that he saw through his astrological
predictions, was ascending to meet the Jews in the wilderness, bringing with it an omen of blood and death. What he did not
know was that Hashem transformed the blood which Pharaoh had interpreted as killing and death, into the blood of
circumcision, which proved to be a merit and protection for the nation, rather than a harbinger of evil and disaster.

For over 80 years, the Rivnitzer Rebbe, R’ Chaim Zanvil Abramowitz ZT”’L, lived as a pious and G-d-fearing Jew
as well as an inspirational leader, in the U.S.S.R. under the likes of Stalin and the tyrannical communist regime. He did not
forgo any aspect of Torah and mitzvos in Russia - even immersing daily in the waters of a mikvah, which often involved
chopping ice on a frozen river. For years, he continued to spread Torah, to perform circumcisions and shechita, and to
encourage Jews to send their children to underground Torah schools. He was interrogated, jailed and even placed in front
of a firing squad, but he always seemed to miraculously escape and return to his “counterrevolutionary” activities. From
the 1930’s until the end of his life, the Rivnitzer Rebbe fasted on all days when it is permitted to do so under Jewish law.

As a mohel (circumciser), the Rivnitzer Rebbe performed thousands of circumcisions on Jewish children under the
communist regime. As one of the only mohelim who was not intimidated by the government, he would not hesitate to
travel all over the country in order to bring another Jewish child into the covenant of Avraham Avinu.

There was one occasion that stood out, both for the level of danger it entailed and for the miraculous wonder that ensued.
The Rivnitzer Rebbe once received a message from the Jewish wife of a Russian general, who wished the Rebbe to come
clandestinely to her home and circumcise her son. Although she and her husband had nothing to do with organized religion -
especially Jewish customs and commandments - nevertheless, the heart of Yiddishe neshama was beating proudly, if not
secretly, inside this woman. She remembered her father and grandfather and their connection to Judaism, and she wished to
transmit this connection to her offspring as well. The problem was that her husband, a sworn communist, was outspokenly
opposed to religious practices and the one time she even mentioned circumcising their son to him, he had obstinately refused
to hear of it lest his career in the army be jeopardized. She decided to bide her time - and she did not have long to wait. When
her husband, the general, was urgently called to the front, she sent a message asking the Rebbe to come immediately.

The Rebbe undertook the mission, of course, and took along a well-known chasid, Reb Mendel Futerfas Z’L, to
accompany him. Reb Mendel was a survivor of 14 years of Siberian exile, who maintained an underground network of
Chabad Torah schools, and he was used to seeing the great mesirus nefesh of the Rivnitzer Rebbe.

When they arrived at the Russian woman’s home, they were whisked into the cellar, where the child was ready and
waiting. Without delay, the Rebbe performed the bris, and although he was an expert at his craft, the child began bleeding
profusely. Neither salve nor medicine was able to stop the bleeding. The child began to turn yellow and shake violently. Upon
seeing this, the mother became hysterical and began screaming, “Is this the reward I get for my sacrifice of bringing my son
into the covenant of Abraham?” The baby lost consciousness, whereupon the horrified mother fell down in a dead faint!

Reb Mendel was terrified. He understood the implications and consequences that would follow if something happened
to this child, and even worse, the terrible chilul Hashem and disgrace it would cause to the Name of G-d. He looked at the
face of the Rebbe at that moment, and it seemed to be aflame. His head was thrown back and his hands were raised to the
Heavens in intense prayer. In a loud voice, he called out, "»n PnT2 72 N - “I say to you, by your blood shall you live!”
Suddenly, the child, who had previously been completely still and showed no signs of life, awoke, and his bleeding stopped!

Reb Mendel screamed with delight, “It’s a miracle, Rebbe,” whereupon the Rivnitzer Rebbe responded calmly and

humbly, “Eliyahu HaNavi is present at every circumcision. This miracle took place under his jurisdiction!”
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Swn: A young man came to Aish HaTorah hailing from a
totally secular background, but ended up spending a year at
the yeshivah and returning home a Torah-observant Jew.

R’ Noach Weinberg ZT”’L asked him what motivated
him to come to the yeshivah in the first place. He explained
that he had majored in the Russian language in college. Upon
graduating, he decided to test his skills in Russia. While in
Moscow, he became friendly with a group of refuseniks who
were learning and teaching Torah throughout Moscow. He
joined their classes. Although far from erudite himself, he

quickly realized that one of the teachers knew very little.

He asked the teacher, “How long have you been learning
Torah that you feel proficient to teach it?” The man said that
for six months, he had attended two to three classes a week,
and he was now teaching Torah to others.

“But how can you know enough to teach?”” he asked.

The fellow responded, “I risked my life to learn what I
know. My teacher risked his life to teach me. Whatever 1
have learned is so precious that I am willing to risk my life to
pass it on.” It was the power of that message that brought him
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The posuk tells us that the locust arrived in Egypt carried
by “an east wind, ” but were swept away by “very powerful
sea-wind.” If they came in on an average wind, why did
they need an especially strong wind to leave?

Rashi quotes the Medrash that the wind that carried
away the locust from Egypt, also carried away any salted
locust (0mon) that the Egyptians had captured and were
intending to eat. The Medrash Tanchuma further notes that
these salted locust were kept in pots and barrels, and they
too, were also blown away. Since normal winds cannot
extract locust from pots, hence this “very strong sea-wind”
may be akin to the “great and strong” wind that Eliyahu
HaNavi saw “ripping mountains and crushing rocks.”
(- 0991) Due to this exceptionally strong wind, the pots
and barrels that contained the salted locust may have
become smashed, allowing the wind to carry off the locust.

R’ Shmuel Dovid Walkin ZT”’L provides an interesting
interpretation to this “very strong sea-wind” in light of the
above Medrashim. He cites the Vilna Gaon ZT”’L (Torah
Shleimah), who quotes the manuscript of Maayan Ganim,
that when the Torah states, “not one locust remained,” it
comes to teach us that not only did the locust depart the
boundaries of Egypt, but the living locust went and carried
off the salted dead ones to deprive the Egyptians of their
benefit. Thus, even these dead locust that were being
prepared for the delectable delight of the Egyptian society,
were carried away by the wind. Now, when the locust
arrived, they were all alive, jumping and shrieking, and a
normal wind sufficed, since "Ny NN N N’ - “a live
(being) carries itself.” However, when it was time for the
locust to go, a much stronger wind was needed since
Chazal tell us that the dead weigh more than the living. The
added weight of live locusts carrying dead ones was what
warranted the need for the very strong wind.
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In Egypt, when Bnei Yisroel were first commanded to offer
the korban Pesach, the commandment was preceded by an
instruction to “draw their hands” away from idolatry, turning
away from the heathen practices they had known, and
embracing the One true G-d. Hashem knew how difficult it
would be to renounce their lifestyle and thus it was necessary
for the Jews to “make a statement” by sacrificing the idols -
the sheep - that were worshiped in Egypt. (Medrash)

In fact, this act of renouncing is renewed each year. The
search for chametz that we do each year before Pesach is
accompanied by a search through the innermost recesses of
our hearts, to root out and destroy the negative inclinations
that are akin to idolatry, such as anger, falsehood, and
arrogance. Only after that is accomplished can we fully
experience our liberation in which we are drawn close to
Hashem’s service. Perhaps, says R’ Asher Weiss Shlit’a, by
deliberately spreading ten pieces of chametz about the house,
we remind ourselves of a sad but true fact. Although we
blame the yetzer hara for inciting us to sin, we are largely
responsible for our own faults. With our own hands, we plant
the seeds of sin that sprout in our hearts. When we wantonly
pursue our selfish pleasures, or give free rein to our anger,
we nurture the negative character traits, the “chametz” of
the heart, which we must later work so hard to destroy.

When our forefathers were liberated from Egypt, they
were decidedly lacking in merit. So much so, that the angels
objected to the drowning of the Egyptians in the Yam Suf
and permitting the Jews to pass through unharmed, since
they both worshiped idols. Yet, despite their faults, Hashem
displayed His infinite love and mercy for His children,
carrying them on wings of eagles, and bringing them to
Him. We, too, get this opportunity each year, to root out the
evil and rise beyond our faults, thereby ascending “on wings
of eagles” as it were, to draw close to our Father in Heaven.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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In Parshas Bo we were given the greatest gift in the world. Until now we had been slaves to Pharaoh for 210 years. We had
completely lost our sense of freedom. At any given moment an Egyptian could beat a Jew with his bludgeon and force him to
do whatever he pleased, if only to show the Jew that his time is not his own. This is why even before we left Mitzrayim, the
very first mitzvah that we received from Hashem is Kiddush HaChodesh. The message is loud and clear. Yidden, you are
leaving Mitzrayim! Your time is now your own to do with it as you please. Make the most of this precious commodity!

R’ Avraham Pam ZT”’L points out an interesting idea. He says that there are two ways in which the new month was
designated. Years ago, it was achieved through "m~7" which means seeing. When two witnesses came to Beis Din and testified
that they saw a new moon, Rosh Chodesh was declared. However, once Hillel wrote down the calendar for all future generations,
the new month was declared according to "»awn” - the calculations of the calendar. Says R’ Pam, this idea refers to two types of
people; those who live according to "mN7" and those who spend their time according to "pawn". People who don’t fully
appreciate time will constantly say, “we’ll see” or “wait and see what happens,” and then they fritter away their time as the days
and years go by without accomplishing anything. Then there are those who calculate their time and try to squeeze as many
mitzvos and good deeds into their day as possible. Every Jew must remember the old refrain: Yesterday is the past, tomorrow is
the future, today is a gift, that is why it is called the ‘“Present.” Let us never forget to use this greatest gift to its fullest.




