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Swn3: When Lavan tricked Yaakov into marrying Leah
and then working another seven years in order to marry
Rochel, Yaakov’s response was, “Why did you trick me?”
Yaakov, the ultimate man of truth, could not understand
why Lavan required such underhanded deception to get him

to marry his eldest daughter. He recognized that Leah was
also a Tzadekes, and it was obviously the will of Hashem
that he marry her. So Lavan, asked Yaakov, why are you
doing all this deception? If you want me to marry Leah, all
you had to do is just say it! (Based on the Ohr HaChayim)

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"85 125 N oM’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (4)
Laws of Talmud Torah. We continue to analyze the various
aspects of a Jew’s obligation of Talmud Torah, in particular the

daily obligation to learn and study Torah.

The Daily Obligation. There is an obligation for each man to
set aside time every single day and night of his life for learning
Torah. This is derived from the posuk which Hashem told
Yehoshua bin Nun (1): ©0 2 193 PO i) 7NN 790 vy 8"
"9 - “This book of the Torah shall not depart from your
mouth, rather you shall contemplate it day and night.” ) Even
though the simple explanation of “day and night” means
constantly and consistently, as opposed to a specific daily
obligation, the posuk is also understood to mean that one is
obligated to learn some amount of Torah every single day and
every single night 3). If a person would know that during the next
forty-eight hours he will only have one hour available for Torah
study, he must divide this time into four segments of day and
night. Additionally, the Gemara @ tells us: DMX VY -"D1 NI
"N OWYN N VP - “You shall make them (words of Torah) the
main topic (of your speech) and not a minor aspect.” The
Shulchan Aruch Harav () writes that this refers to making the
set amount of daily time devoted to learning into a larger
segment of time. When circumstances cause a person to become

A SERIES IN HALACHA gﬁ,wvgb
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busy and he doesn’t have a lot of time, he can still fulfill the
mitzvah of "n>>) oY 12 7Y by learning a smaller amount that
day or night, such as a chapter of Mishnayos. If circumstances
get even more difficult on any given day or night, in such cases
one can rely on the Krias Shema that he recites day and night to
minimally fulfill his day/night learning obligation ). This entire
obligation is referred to as "nwnd ©ny nyap" and its many
detailed halachos will be explained in a future issue 1Y H.

The Obligation to Remember Torah Learning. The posuk
states (7): WN DY ... DTN NN NDWN 19 T TW Mawn To v i7"
"3 PPONR N NaY Ny - “Beware for yourself and greatly
beware for your soul lest you forget the things (your eyes saw) ...
the day that you stood before Hashem your G-d at Chorev.”
From here we learn that one is obligated to remember his Torah
learning. Even though the simple explanation of the words “lest
you forget” is referring to the Aseres Hadibros (Ten
Commandments) that were heard at Har Sinai, Chazal ®)
maintain an oral tradition (9) that it refers to the whole Torah. This
obligates us to do our best by reviewing the Torah we learn (we
will discuss other suggested methods 7Y H in the future) in order
to remember it fluently. This might bring up the question of
which takes precedence: reviewing a Masechta or learning a new
one, which we will also discuss /Y”’H in the future.

%
In the Zohar Hakadosh it states as follows:

AW TVT R

(3) PN DN NN DN 0"209 (2) NN YU 990 (1)
IIN HNON YN (5) 105 ROV (4) 1909 1" JNDYH TrIY
437N 29N YV XIDT 1P N'DT 08 MMND (6) 3
42 OW 290 YV (9) 08 NININ (8) L1 024 (7)

“From the beginning of creation, Hashem wanted to bring down the light of chessed (kindness) into the world so

he concealed it in the Dudaim (small flowers). When Leah gave over the Dudaim to Rochel, she demonstrated to
Hashem that she was worthy of being the vehicle to spread Hashem’s light throughout the world. Hashem rewarded
her with the birth of Yissachar. Yissachar represents the highest level of Torah learning. Yissachar’s Torah learning
takes the light that Hashem concealed within the Dudaim and spreads it throughout the world.”

Rabbeinu Bechaye zt”’l writes:

“YT 1YW NXIP JD 9Y 120 1IN HIPA Yy DN DPOR MNT DN RN - Rochel said, ‘G-d has judged me,’ and thus she
named the child Dan. We see that one should be very careful with his (or her) words, especially with what he says
first. Chazal tell us: ‘Four people began their words with '\ (anger) and were destroyed with '\N. They are: the
snake; baker (from Egypt); Korach’s people; Haman.” Rochel, too, began with the concept of judgment, and she
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indeed suffered from the Attribute of Justice and died during childbirth. How careful must we be when we speak!

A Wise Man would say:
“When I was a young man, I observed that nine out of ten things I did were failures. I knew that I didn’t want to

end up being a failure, so I did ten times more work.” SpeaalMazelTovto DowHalpenn(’Foronto) onhis Bar Mitzvah
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The Chassidic community of Kiryas Tosh is located in the Boisbriand suburb, about 30 kilometers from Montreal,
Canada. For over fifty years, thousands of chassidim flocked to the Tosher Rebbe, R’ Meshulam Feish Lowy zt”’I, one
of the oldest and most venerated Admorim in the world. He was renowned for his piety and intense avodas Hashem.
Yidden traveled from all over the world to Kiryas Tosh to seek the Rebbe’s berachos, and countless stories of miracles are
told by people who received blessings and guidance from him. He served his Creator with tremendous mesiras nefesh and
self-sacrifice. His chassidim relate that until his final days he made sure to complete the entire sefer Tehillim every single
day, no matter what. He spent most of his day davening, as each tefillah took many hours. At night, only after an
exhausting Maariv, did he allow himself to eat something - a meal that was breakfast, lunch and supper rolled into one.

Over the years, the Rebbe would travel to many of the Tosher communities in Brooklyn, Monroe, London, Israel and
Belgium, to give chizuk (spiritual strength) to his followers. On one occasion, the Rebbe traveled for a few days before
arriving back in Canada late on a Thursday night. The Tosher Rebbe was already quite old and aside from the physical
exertion of the journey, he was emotionally exhausted as well. But this could not deter him from his legendary “Avodas
Leil Shishi” - Thursday night into Friday morning, when the Rebbe would daven with extra intensity, learning Torah,
reciting Tehillim, and dispensing berachos - till well into the following morning - for all those who came to see him. This
was followed by numerous hours of preparation for the upcoming Shabbos and the lengthy spirited Friday night zefillos.

That Friday night, the Tosher Rebbe conducted his tish well into the wee hours of the morning, and the rest of his
unique Shabbos avodah continued at its usual demanding pace. Of course, there was no letup after Shabbos, as many of
the chassidim who came to spend Shabbos in Tosh waited anxiously for their private moment to talk to the zaddik and
receive his beracha. On that particular Motzei Shabbos, the Rebbe saw petitioners in his private study until 7:00 am!

Finally, the Rebbe summoned his gabbai and instructed him as follows: “I am quite weary from the trip and the last few
days. Please do not allow anyone into my study to see me until at least 1:00 in the afternoon.”

The gabbai was more than happy to comply as he could see how exhausting the past few days had been for the Rebbe.
It wasn’t much - just a few short hours - but obviously it was enough for the Rebbe to rest and recharge his weary body.
Like a man on a mission, he stood guard outside the Rebbe s study and refused access to anyone who came to the door.

In the late morning, a man came running into the house and demanded to see the Rebbe. It was urgent and couldn’t wait
- he must be allowed into the Rebbe’s room to discuss his issue! The gabbai blocked his way and explained that the Rebbe
hadn’t slept in almost four days and needed to rest. He gave explicit orders that he must not be disturbed - for any reason -
until the afternoon. The gabbai performed his duties valiantly and even put up a good front - but there was no stopping the
frantic chasid. He begged, cajoled, pleaded and even threatened that if he was not allowed inside the study to speak to the
Rebbe, there would be dire consequences for a whole bunch of individuals - least of whom was the gabbai.

To avoid a physical altercation, the gabbai agreed to open the door and peek inside to see if the Rebbe was asleep. If he
was, the man would just have to wait. Slowly and hesitantly, he turned the knob and pushed open the door. The Tosher
Rebbe was not lying on the makeshift bed in his study - he was sitting by a shtender crying and saying Tehillim! Upon
closer inspection, the gabbai could see that the Rebbe’s bare feet were immersed in a tub of frozen ice water!

The chasid entered the study and waited for the Rebbe to finish the chapter of Tehillim he was saying. Then, he
discussed his personal issue and received a blessing. The moment he walked out, the gabbai apologized profusely, saying
he was unable to stop the man from getting inside. The Rebbe nodded and was about to go back to his Tehillim, when the

gabbai stopped and asked, “The Rebbe told me that he was so tired and needed to rest. Why wasn’t he sleeping?”’

The Tosher Rebbe raised his eyebrows slightl

. “I said I needed,to rgst? All I said was I was tired and weary....
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Swn: Two young students, recently admitted o a prominent
Yeshivah, were sitting in the Beis Medrash one day and
wasting time. Rather than involving themselves in the
Gemara’s sugya, they seemed to be carrying on an animated
conversation about nothing of any great importance.

Just then, the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Nochum Partzovitz z¢’’l,
walked into the Beis Medrash and found himself standing
near the two bochurim. Instantly, as if it was pre-arranged,
the two boys began to “shuckle” (sway) back and forth,
calling out in a loud Talmudic sing-song, “pay wn - the

Rabban learned ... Their voices rose in unison, as they
hoped to fool R’ Nochum into thinking they were learning.

But R’ Nochum was not having it! He walked over and
said, “S’iz besser tzu plaplin mit emes vi tzu lernen mit
sheker! (It’s better to prattle on with truth then to learn with
falsity). The Yeshivah is learning Maseches Nedarim and in
the entire n>on, the words ' »N' are never mentioned!”

(This story was related to R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a
to which he reportedly replied, “It doesn’t say "33 W' in the
entire masechta, but it does say, '))27 N4’ once!” [12])
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The Gemara (X8 y71MD) quotes Rav Yehuda who says that Yaakov Avinu took twelve stones, representing the 12 future
Shevatim, to use as a pillow. Each stone wanted the #zaddik to rest his head upon it. To create shalom and achdus, Hashem made a
miracle and fused them all into one big stone. Thus, the change in the posuk from "N plural, to "Yaxn" - one single stone.

The Medrash, however, brings in the name of Rav Nechemia that Yaakov took three stones and Hashem made these into
one. My machshava here is based on what Yaakov Avinu was thinking when he went to sleep. Chazal say in Pirkei Avos that
the world stands on three pillars: Torah, Avodah and Gemilas Chasadim. Avraham Avinu represents the pillar of chessed.
Yitzchok Avinu characterizes the middah of Avodah, and Yaakov Avinu embodies Torah. Upon arriving at the site of the future
Mikdash, Yaakov encountered three stones, and Hashem fused them together into one. Allegorically, the issue here was which
of the above three foundations should actually take precedence - become the "wx7" - head. The stone representing Avraham Avinu
claimed that chessed (kindness) is the prime vehicle for achieving distinction and inspiring the world. The stone of Yitzchok
believed that Avodah and prayer is the foundation upon which the Bais HaMikdash should be built, while the third stone,
Yaakov’s stone, insisted that only through the greatness of Torah can a person contribute the most towards maintaining the world.

Hashem immediately settled the dispute by combining them all together into one big stone, to teach us that one must perfect
himself in all three middos - Torah, Avodah and Gemilas Chessed - and they are all the "wN7". When Yaakov saw this, he
received the message of creating one strong foundation for the Mikdash, and he also understood how to build his own home.
The word "yaN" is a combination of two words: "aN" (father) and ")2" (son). In other words, from the miracle of the stone,
Yaakov realized that each son must build his home on the foundations of Torah, Avodah and Chessed, set forth by his parents.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH

(-35) .. DEON “0NGI 13 s 1o Tom Sy
avan was exasperated at having been unable to harm
Yaakov. After taking leave of his son-in-law, his daughters

The Zohar compares the beginning and end of the parsha.
At the beginning, it says, "Opm wan' - “He (Yaakov)
encountered the site.” There, he fell asleep and, in a dream,
saw angels on the ladder which rose toward heaven. But at

and grandchildren, he sent a message to Esav telling him of the
“ingratitude” of Yaakov; how he came to Charan penniless,
and thanks to Lavan he was now exceedingly wealthy. How
he stealthily fled from Lavan’s home, carrying away his
daughters as if they were prisoners of war and stealing
Lavan’s gods. “I left him in the valley of Yabok ... you can
find him there and do with him as you see fit,” said Lavan.

But Yaakov need not have feared either Lavan or Esav,
for he was escorted by two camps of angels. One brought
him from Charan to the border. The other escorted him inside
the Holy Land. The Ohr HaChayim z#’” tells us that Yaakov
immediately recognized them as angels for no one had seen
them approaching and yet, suddenly, “they met him.”

the end of the sidrah, Yaakov, in full consciousness, sees the
angels coming to meet him - "©PON »MNON 1 Wi The
difference is that at the end of the sidrah, Yaakov returns to
the Holy Land as a married man and father of the tribes of
Israel. Accordingly, the angels come to meet him, to welcome
and accompany him. But at the outset, Yaakov was still
unmarried; the revelation came to him only in a dream. When
Yaakov on his return journey lifts up his eyes and perceives
the angels, it immediately reminds him of the vision of the
“Angels of G-d” in his dream many years earlier. He makes the
connection between this heavenly camp and the earthly camp
coming to meet him and he names the place “Machanayim” -
literally two camps. (R’ Elie Munk z”’1, Call of the Torah)

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(Fo-123) ... TV WAL NP 12 Op 7 AN TN DpEn

Atfter Leah gave birth to her fourth son, she was overcome with joy and gratitude. In her mind, this was more than she

could have ever dreamed of, and she wished to express her appreciation to Hashem. Therefore she called her child “Yehuda” -
which stems from the word "nx71n" (thanks). The Maharam Shick z#”’I provides a deeper insight into her words. In fact, Leah
didn’t just say, "n NN DTN O¥aN" - This time I thank Hashem - but rather she asked it in the form of a question: NN NN DyaN”
"n? This time? Only this time, must I thank Hashem? No! I must thank Hashem constantly, consistently and continuously! I
must always remember the chessed that Hashem did for me, He gave me four sons, more than my share! "nmn» yw Xp 12 5y" -
For this reason, she named him YEHUDA, so that his entire life should be a reminder to thank Hashem for His great kindness.
We are called YEHUDIM for the very same reason. A Jew must constantly remind himself to thank Hashem for the
millions of chasadim that He receives every day. It is so easy to forget, to get bogged down with the daily aggravation of life.
But if we would just sit down and make a list of all our problems on one side and all of the wonderful things in our lives on the
other, we would see that we have many more reasons to thank Hashem than complain! R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z£”’I
said that the way to relieve oneself of stress and anxiety is by keeping a little "op»9” - a small notepad, handy with which to
write down every chessed one enjoys throughout the day - even the most minor “kiss” from Hashem! Every time something
good happens, write it down and then in "0*1w" thank Hashem for this kindness. This will change your life. Not only because
you will become happy and grateful, but because the more you thank, the more Hashem will shower His kindness upon you!




