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Swr3: The purpose of the ark was to protect all its
inhabitants from not only the physical danger outside, but
also to infuse them with chessed, spirituality and achdus. In

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (51)
New Yearly Cycle. As we end the month of 7ishrei and start
the new cycle of yearly learning in Chumash, Halacha and other
areas, it is appropriate to stress two points.

1) The Medrash Raba () writes that the words "™yawn v1m" -
“In the Seventh month” () - can also be read as Hasvii (by
switching the dot on top of the Shin to the left side), meaning
that this month “satisfies” and fills us up with many mitzvos
performed with awe and happiness. The fulfillment of
mitzvos with their detailed halachos should be a continuation
of the inspiring month of Tishrei.

2) Halachos can be easily forgotten and a person must work each
day to remember how to fulfill all the halachos propetly.

““Case History.” In the past, we have mentioned many times the
Bach quoted in Mishna Berura @) that whenever the Torah
says "wn" - “in order” (to come to some awareness), a person
should have in mind the purpose of the mitzvah. This is relevant
yearly in the mitzvah of Sukkah, and daily in the mitzvos of
Tzitzis and Tefillin. Previously, we mentioned an appropriate
mental text for Tzitzis: “I am fulfilling the mitzvah of Tzitzis to
remember the 613 mitzvos ... all the positive mitzvos that come
my way, I will fulfill, the negative mitzvos that come my way 1
will refrain from (hearing, saying, seeing etc), and regarding
those mitzvos that don’t come my way at all, let my good

SUuY ﬂpw

R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (Ramcha’l Derech HaShem II) writes:

today’s times, there are many dangers lurking about, not least
of which is the prevalent heresy of pop culture. Let us infuse
our own arks - our homes - with kedusha and Yiras Hashem.

nxn
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intentions and committment to do them be counted as having
actually performed those mitzvos.” For Tefillin, one should have
in mind the intentions mentioned in Shulchan Aruch 3): 1) to
fulfill the mitzvah of hand Tefillin; 2) to fulfill the mitzvah of head
Tefillin; 3) in order to give over “my heart and mind” to serve
Hashem; 4) to remember the miracles of ©1%0 1o which show
Hashem’s mastery in Heaven and Earth; 5) to minimize my
pleasures in this world; 6) to remember that “Hashem is One” as
written in the Tefillin; 7) to remember and accept the other
mitzvos mentioned in the Tefillin (Loving Hashem, Talmud
Torah, Mezuza, Tefilla, Matza, Chametz, Pidyan Haben, etc.)
Forgetting a Practice Done for Decades. I have B”H been
having these intentions day in day out for years. This Sunday, the
day after Shabbos Breishis, I must confess that after not having
put on Tefillin for 10 days, I completely forgot this ingrained
halacha and only remembered it after the Tefillin were already
off. Along with this memory lapse, I also forgot the intentions of
the Talis and Tzitzis which never stop any day. Although in strict
halacha, 1 didn’t absolutely have to, I decided to put them on
again with the proper intentions and a renewed awareness of how
easy it is to forget detailed halachos. (R’ Boruch Hirschfeld)

Chazal tell us 5): T2 Y72 XYW 2 NV DY T3 TSN N 95"
"Nan - One who learns (at least) 2 halachos daily is assured of a
portion in the World to Come. Let’s do it - Bli Neder!
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“It is necessary to realize that there is a limit placed on the amount of evil that a person can do. Once this limit is
reached, Hashem no longer gives the individual a chance, but obliterates him from the face of the earth. This is what our
sages mean by the expression "ny© NN - ‘his measure is filled.’ For this reason, it is also possible that the wicked
should be successful in order that the door remain open for their destruction ... when this limit is reached, however,
destruction is imminent. Hashem’s anger is aroused, and a catastrophe comes, totally annihilating such an individual.”

R’ Elya Meir Bloch ZT”’L (Pninei Daas) would say:

“Chazal tell us that Noach was lacking in emunah, for he only entered the ark once it started raining, rather than relying
on Hashem’s prediction of the coming flood. Surely Noach believed in Hashem - in fact he spent 120 years building an
ark out of trust in the Lord’s word. The lesson here though is that beyond the simple knowledge of Hashem’s existence,
there are many more levels in Emunah. When the rain of the Mabul actually began to fall, the reality of the flood
became increasingly clear in Noach’s eyes. This was considered a fault in accordance with his spiritual level, for true
faith in Hashem requires that the Emunah itself be the absolute reality and that it leave no doubt or room for clarity.”

A Wise Man would say:
“It’s not always enough that we do our best; sometimes we also have to do what is required of us.”

Printed By: Mailway Services, 2 2 i Camp Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs

L _ @ ¥
Serving Mosdos and Businesses i% Mmkd}m Mendy Rosenberg on the
Sﬂ?oﬂ?'& UDAICA & Gﬁm

Worldwide Since 1980 5 26 Parker Blvd. marriage of their daughtey
(1-888-Mailway) B iasons Faxsiodte 845.362.0287 Ruchie to Yossie Lang




(@-1) "131 T 3P SV IAN RS 1207 OX Nvan 5o e s S i S

As part of his duties as Chief Rabbi of Israel, R’ Yisroel Meir Lau Shlit’a was often called upon to address audiences
to defend the Jewish position vis-a-vis historical and current world events. With his impressive gift of always knowing
what to say, where to say it and to whom to say it to, R’ Lau was - and continues to be - a great ambassador on behalf of
the Jewish people and the State of Israel. But even he was taken by surprise when he received a message in 1993 that Pope
John Paul II, leader of the Catholic faith, wished to meet with him. He was well aware of the strained history of relations
between the Vatican and the Chief Rabbinate, as well as the blind eye turned by the previous Pope during the Holocaust
and his refusal to help the Jews, amid pleas from all sides to use his influence to stop the atrocities. R* Lau knew all this
but he wished to convey a message - one that all the world will hear. Thus, a few days before the planned meeting with the
Pope, he attended an interfaith conference of Saint’Egidio in Milan, Italy, and was asked to address the conference.

His words focused on the vision of the Navi Yeshaya (Isaiah) about the end of days: “The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid.” R’ Lau spoke without written notes, because he wanted to see the eyes
of his listeners and read the expressions on their faces. “To our ears, this prophecy sounds exaggerated, like an impossible
dream,” he said to the group in Milan. “But I want to tell you what a relative of mine said about this verse. Rabbi Meir
Shapiro (ZT”L) was a rabbi in the city of Lublin, Poland, and I bear his name. ‘Why,” he asked, ‘do we consider such a
situation untenable? Indeed, such a thing has happened, and the vision of Isaiah the prophet already came true once - in
Noah’s ark. Two by two, the animals entered the ark. Inside it was a huge assortment of animals, yet they behaved
themselves. Not one of them bit, or stung, or devoured a weaker one. When the flood ended, the animals left the ark. Each
one went to its own habitat, and there they remain until this very day. If so, what is so special about Isaiah’s prophecy?’”

After a short pause, he continued. “The answer Rabbi Shapiro of Lublin gave was brilliant in its simplicity. In Noah’s
ark, wolf and lamb, leopard and kid, lived together because they had no choice. Outside raged a common enemy - the
flood. They knew that any inappropriate or unpleasant behavior on their part meant they would find themselves outside the
ark, sentenced to destruction. With no other option, they controlled their instincts and cooperated against their common
enemy. Isaiah the prophet is not talking about a situation of no choice. Rather, he is speaking of free will. He is discussing
a time when the animals will have the option to devour, crush, trample, and bite, and still they will not hurt or destroy each
other. One day, and this is the ideal dream of the peace we long for, human beings will understand and recognize that we
must live and let live, and that we must do so with maximum mutual respect.

“Ladies and gentlemen, after hearing this question and answer, let us take a look at our own times. We have yet to reach
the days of Isaiah. Yet we have the responsibility to adopt the basic concept of Noah’s ark. Let us live together as in the ark, at
least because we have no choice. The animals faced the common enemy of the flood. Today as well, humanity has many
common enemies. I, as a Holocaust survivor, suffered in the flesh the true meaning of a common enemy to all of humanity. I
experienced the evil, the hatred, the bestiality, the descent to levels where no preying animal ever stood. In nature, a lion does
not devour a cub; a tigress does not prey upon the cub of another tigress. Yet with my own eyes, I saw what were known as
human beings destroying their own kind. I saw them attack and dismember other human beings who were weaker than they.
We all have common enemies: the atom bomb, cancer, heart disease, poverty, ignorance, crime, violence, and terror. We must
unite to conquer these common enemies. As religious leaders, can’t we understand that we are all living inside a Noah’s ark?”

His words made such an impression that it was carried in all the Italian newspapers the next day. Even the Pope was
impressed with him and referred to him respectfully as “Naczelny Rabin” - the “Chief Rabbi.” He pledged to do what he
could to fight anti-Semitism. In fact, one year later a formal apology to the Jewish people on behalf of the church was issued.

ﬂp%’ﬂ; ﬂjﬁ:ﬂ ﬂ;@—j ’—DJ-'@-D From: “Out of the Depths”

by Rabbi Yisroel Meir Lau
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Swn: Soon after R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”L
accepted the position, in 1851, as Rabbi of the “Israelitische
Religions Gesellschaft” or IRG, in Frankfurt-am-Main, the
Reform community attempted to woo him over to their side.
When the Reform community celebrated the opening of
their new temple, its members invited the new rabbi to
view the majestic new edifice. R’ Hirsch was given a
guided tour of the building and his escorts enthusiastically
described the new practices and innovations they intended
to_introduce into_the service. A grand organ was to

accompany the cantor and the mingling of men and women
in the gallery would bring unity to the community, they
maintained. After walking around for some time and viewing
the temple’s many rooms, halls, and elaborate entrances, the
gabbai (beadle) asked, “Well, what does the rabbi think of
our grand new building?”

R’ Hirsch looked around for an extra moment and then
exclaimed, “This building is nothing short of a modern
version of Noah'’s ark. It, too, is lined, 1952 N0 720’ - full
of kefirah (heresy) both inside and outside!”
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After forty days and forty nights of torrential flooding
rain, followed by an additional one-hundred-fifty days of
swelling water, the Torah tells us: “And the Lord
remembered Noach and all the wild animals and all the
domestic animals that were with him in the Ark.” Why does
it not mention Noach’s family - his wife and children - or
the birds that were with them in the Ark? Why just the
animals? And if the purpose is simply to be brief, then why
does it mention the wild and domestic animals separately?

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”’L answers based on
the words of the gemara (np Y1) “Three were
promiscuous in the Ark, and all three were punished: the
dog, the raven and Cham (son of Noach).” Because Chazal
say that Cham and the raven were unrestrained in the Ark,
therefore, all the children of Noach are not mentioned and
likewise, the rest of the birds are not discussed because of
the raven. However, regarding the dog, there is a dispute
(N-n ONY>D NNADM) between Rabbi Meir and the other
Rabbis as to whether a dog is considered a domestic or wild
animal. Thus, the domestic animals were able to tell the dog
to go to the wild animals, and the wild animals could tell the
dog to go to the domestic animals. Hashem rewarded each
group for pushing away the untempered dog to the opposite
group, thereby mentioning them separately in the posuk.

Furthermore, the Mabul (flood) occurred because, “all
flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth,” with unbridled
immorality. The dove, which Noach sent out to determine if
the water had receded, is a paragon of chastity among birds,
while the olive tree, from which the dove took a branch, is a
tree that cannot be grafted to create a hybrid. R’ Yosef
Sherashevsky ZT”’L of Slonim says that the combination of
the dove and the olive branch illustrated to Noach that not
only had the flood waters receded, but the cause, the
perversion of nature, had also been corrected.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...

In describing the evil king known as Nimrod, the posuk
seemingly goes out of its way to repeat the same concept in
numerous ways. It refers to Nimrod as a “Gibbor” - a
strong and mighty man, a hunter and trapper, who was
unparalleled in the world - no less than three times in the
span of two posukim. Nimrod would employ his “strength”
to ensnare people away from the Almighty G-d and lead
them astray. He rebelled “Before Hashem” and intended to
anger Him. (Interestingly, the Ibn Ezra argues with most of
the commentators including Rashi, and feels that Nimrod
was the first to show mankind’s “might” over the animals
for he was a “mighty hunter.” The phrase “Before
Hashem” tells us that Nimrod would build altars to Hashem
and sacrifice the animals that he caught there. This, he says,
is the derech hapshat - straightforward reading of the text.)

The Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoilish Teitelbaum ZT”L
quotes the gemara (30 Yop TyN) that a Kushi (black person)
is distinguished by his skin color. This means, on the inside
he is exactly like any other person; the only difference is the
color of his skin, the outside facade. With regard to Nimrod,
the Torah is saying: If a Jew follows the example of Kush,
saying, “I will change my outer skin (appearance), but
inside I will remain the same Chassidishe Jew as before,”
then such a person will “bring about Nimrod,” he will give
birth to rebellion (1) against Hashem. “He began to be a
mighty man in the earth” - he will be the beginning, the
start of an increase in earthliness and secularism. He must
know that he is “a mighty man of hunting before Hashem” -
he stretches his hand out in rebellion against the Holy One.

The Satmar Rebbe spoke these words on Shabbos Parshas
Noach, in 1935, when he began a singular battle against the use
of women’s wigs and sheitels, which had then become
widespread in the Jewish community. Every week that year
(5696), the Rebbe spoke in a different shul against sheitels.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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The Torah informs us - in the first posuk of the parsha - that Noach was a Tzaddik, a righteous man in his generation. A bit
further on, however, the Torah calls him "nnTN X" - a man of the earth. How does one slide from the heights of "> vwN”
to the apparent depths of "X vwX'? What happened to Noach that he lost his exalted status - and in such a short time?

In the era of the horse and buggy, traveling was a slow and arduous ordeal. Although it was primitive and very time-
consuming, yet if the horses scraped each other or the wagons collided, there was little damage and few casualties. Today,
however, in our “space-age,” when all it takes is a few short hours to fly from one end of the earth to the other - it is fast-paced
and hassle-free - and yet, if two jets collided in midair 5™, that would be the end of both planes - there’d be nothing left!

After the Mabul, Hashem put a special blessing into the world to the effect that events that would normally take many
years to play out, came to pass in one day. The very first thing Noach did when he came out of the ark was plant a vineyard.
The vines grew, the grapes blossomed, the juice squeezed, the wine fermented, and Noach became drunk - all in one day!
Since the power of time was so great, the damage Noach did to himself was equally great! He went from an "p>78 ¥X" to an
"N N so rapidly for he neglected to seize the opportunity of rebuilding, regenerating and growth for tzidkus -
spirituality and righteousness. Instead, his own earthly efforts brought about his immediate and precipitous downfall!

How careful we must be to utilize the special opportunities in our own lives to achieve more than we ever imagined!




