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The great king, Shlomo Hamelech, is referred to as the smartest man in
the history of the world. Even so, he surely must have been a most humble
man as well, since a truly wise man could not be haughty. Even the
slightest bit of Ga'avah - arrogance is foolish. Whereas, he was as humble
as he was smart. Moshe Rabbeinu was well-known to be exceedingly
humble and considered the meekest man on earth. Surely, though, he must
also be listed from amongst the wisest; due to his position and lofty status,
it would be impossible to have been so humble had he been lacking in
wisdom. If so, why then, is Shlomo Hamelech referred to only as the
wisest man, while Moshe Rabbeinu is considered to be just the humblest?
Explains R' Yisroel of Rodzin ZT"L, Moshe was considered a Rov,

the Rebbi of Bnei Yisroel and he was able to express his humility and
release himself from any honor. Thereby, his crowning glory was his
unique humility. On the other hand, Shlomo Hamelech was unable to
absolve himself of honor and pursue his humbleness, for a king who
declines himself of honor, his honor is not declined. His wisdom was
such, that in spite of his external royal pride, his internal demeanor was of
the most humble form.
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R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
"A person may never achieve total perfection, but just by striving for it,
one may achieve excellence."

R' Yaakov Yitzchak Halevi Ruderman ZT"L would say:

"Chazal teach that every person should believe, "The whole world was
created for me."” This obligates each of us to believe that his prayers can
make a difference."

R' Yitzchok Meir of Gur ZT"L (Chiddushei Hari'"'m) would say:
"A person who is gravely ill and his spirits are low, must never despair
of hope. Remember, it is a mitzvah even to want to live!"
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place the burden of public duty upon these prophets, and this will do
away with them.

"But why would such a service ruin them?" asked R' Eliyohu Chaim.
"if these prophets felt that accepting upon themselves the yoke of civic
duty and public service was too burdensome, couldn't they have just
given it up?"

The man waited expectantly and the Rov concluded. "Apparently, it
isn't that simple. The Torah is indicating here, that people who are
appointed to public service do not have the option of resigning their post,
regardless of how frustrating their job may be. The great reward awaiting
those who sacrifice themselves for the larger, common good, is not
earned by way of a "here today-gone tomorrow" attitiude. Rather, it is the
result of a commitment on the part of a special individual - one not to be
taken lightly."
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Rashi tells us, "The posuk speaks in praise of Aharon to teach us that
he changed nothing." The famous question is asked: Is it absolutely
necessary to tell us that a rzaddik such as Aharon Hakohen did not
deviate from Hashem's command?

R' Chaim Hager of Kosov ZT"L, the father of the first Vizhnitzer
Rebbe, offers the following explanation: When the Torah starts off with
the narration of the six days of creation, the posukim in the first chapter
of Parshas Bereishis consistently use the words 32 »1.....0>PHN N
- G-dsaid ..... and it was so." One exception is regarding the creation of
light on the first day, about which the words ""y2 Y - And it was so, is
not mentioned. Why does the Torah not say, "and it was so,"” when
speaking about the creation of light? The reason is because the Torah is
alluding to Chazal's teaching that the light with which we use today is not
the original light that Hashem created. That first light, our Sages teach,
was put away for tzaddikim to use in Olam Haba.

However, when Aharon Hakohen lit the menorah in the Mishkan, he
brought out a little bit of this "unchanged" light from the first day of
creation. He filled in the missing word )3 - "so"” from the posuk >
"N - And there was light.
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In the city of Lodz, one of the community officials whose duty it was to
collect and distribute money for the poor, submitted his resignation to the
Rov of the city, R' Eliyohu Chaim Meisel ZT"L. He complained that he
could no longer stand the abuse he was taking from both sides. He was
frustrated and was not willing to stand for it anymore.

"When I solicit money," said the exasperated man, "the donors are
angry with me for imposing so heavily on them, and then when I do go and
distribute the money to the poor, they too, are dissatisfied with what they
receive and are angry with me for not effecting more generous donations."

"You have no right to resign," R' Eliyohu Chaim admonished him upon
hearing his woes. "The Torah forbids it."-

The man looked at him skeptically. "Where in the Torah does it say
that I cannot resign?"

R' Eliyohu Chaim pulled out a chumash and pointed out, "When Eldad
and Meidad prophesied that Moshe Rabbeinu would die in the desert and
not-lead Bnei Yisroel into the Land of Israel, the posuk tells us ywin» yyw
DN YN TR BN PINID NWN NN Y 1 - "And Yehoshua Bin Nun,
the servant of Moshe from his youth, answered and said, 'My Master,
Moshe, destroy them!" Rashi explains that this means, that Moshe should
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