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because he wishes he had a father. You’re lucky. You have a
father. Let him enjoy the medals.”

S¢r103: The Torah commands us to treat our parents with
respect, love and awe. Parents create a family structure and
foster a social order. They also give us a greater apprec-
iation of Hashem. We honor and fear our parents becau' e
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Removing Night Impurities: Without Water. If a person slept
during the night and upon awakening, finds that he has no water
available to wash his hands, what should he do? A common
scenario is when a person is on an airplane and sleeps during the
night. He wants to start davening right away when it gets light
but there is a line waiting to use the lavatory. He should do as
follows: He wipes his hands, front and back, on any material,
recites the beracha "o 7P %Y - (“on cleansing the hands”)
instead of "o V) Yy’ (“on washing the hands”) and begins to
daven as usual. Even though the impurities of the night have not
left his hands, he can still daven as usual since he is not yet able
to get off the rumah. Later on, when water will become available
to him, he should wash three times without a beracha to remove
the rumah. Until then, he is permitted to learn 7orah, but he
should be careful not to touch the openings (orifices) of his body,
or any food items. If he must eat, he should wrap his hands in a
napkin so as not to touch the food (1).

Without a Vessel. If a person does have water, but has no vessel
with which to wash his hands (even paper or plastic), he can
pour water on his hands directly from a faucet or tap, even
without a cup and even without "N12) N5" (manually pouring),

we appreciate the benefits they bestow upon us. We owe an
even greater debt of appreciation to Hashem. Through our
behaviors and attitudes towards our parents, we train
ourselves to appreciate others and not take their
benevolence for granted. Hopefully, this attitude will be
applied to'our relationship with Hashem. (Sefer HaChinuch)
ey S "gy y ”
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has a "mmw M’ (impure spirit) on it and therefore should
immediately be spilled out and not used for anything 3). Note:
This water should not be poured into a sink with food utensils in
it. If it was poured there, one should wash off the utensils @).

Taking a Nap During the Day. If one sleeps during the day for
half-an-hour or longer, the Shulchan Aruch ) is in doubt
whether sleep is the cause of his impurity and he is required to
wash his hands, or if the night is the cause of the fumah and no
washing is necessary. Because he remains with this doubt, he
therefore rules that a person should wash his hands without a
beracha. During the day, people are not so careful to avoid
touching body openings or walking four amos before washing ().
Waking Up before Daybreak. If one wakes up before day-
break, he must wash at that point. When daybreak comes the
Mechaber (7) is again in doubt if the end of the night has some
power to put fumah back on the hands, so he should wash again
after daybreak without a beracha. This is relevant during the
Selichos period, when many people start saying Selichos before
daybreak (especially on Erev Rosh Hashana) and need to wash
again after daybreak, before Shacharis. Since this is only a NN
(stringency), one does not need to interrupt his Selichos recital at
daybreak to wash his hands, but rather he waits until Selichos are
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and the fumah will leave his hands ).

Impure Water. The water used to remove the night-time fumah
LW TN Ry

R’ Moshe Alshich Hakadosh ZT”L (Toras Moshe) would say:

“opn nw NN - Respect for the elderly is a direct continuation of the preceding posuk: ‘Do not turn to ghosts nor
inquire of spirits, to be defiled by them.’ Supernatural forces, such as palm-reading and other nonsense, are prohibited.
If you want to know what to do, which path will lead to success and which leads to distress, ‘You shall rise before the
aged and show deference to the elderly.” Afford honor to those older and wiser than yourself; seek their counsel. Not
because they are prophets or have hidden powers, but because the Almighty will put the correct answer before them.”

R’ Avraham Borenstein of Sochatchov ZT”’L (Eglai Tal) would say:

“79v OT NN YR AW OT - ‘Blood shall it be considered to that man, blood has he shed.” The purpose of the
Korbanos (animal offerings) was to accustom the individual to self-sacrifice. However, the Torah tells us, if the
sacrifice was offered in the wrong place (05 \N), ‘blood shall it be considered to that man.’ Sacrificing oneself
on foreign altars, for the sake of foreign ideologies and ideals, is not only a waste of time, but a grievous sin.”

over. The same is with an early-moming shiur in the winter which

starts before daybreak, or when learning on Shavuos night @)
PO (4) VA NN (3) 7 N2 MWYN (2) 227 NN (1)
(7) 1 DIWN HPOI (6) 107 NN (5) D1 MWD
1 MIVN PO (8) P:NIN

A Wise Man would say:
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The Torah warns us not to follow in the ways of the gentiles - "0 npN" - and regardless of the technical applications
of this prohibition, it is clear that Hashem demands a higher code of moral and ethical behavior from His Chosen Nation
than that which we see practiced around us. By doing so, we set ourselves apart and remain a light unto the nations.

A number of years ago, a Jewish manufacturer of fine jewelry began to suspect that one of his workers was pilfering
small amounts of gold. Each week, he would order a specific amount of raw gold with which to create his special line of
jewelry pieces, and at week’s end, whatever was left over was inventoried and calculated to know exactly how much gold
was actually used and what was left over. He began to notice that small quantities of the precious metal were missing from
the inventory list and after careful consideration and determined scrutiny, he decided that the thief must be one of his
non-Jewish workers. He watched the man carefully and the more he did, the more he was convinced that he was the thief.

On one of his trips to Israel, the jeweler traveled to Bnei Brak and went to visit and receive a beracha from R’ Aharon
Leib Shteinman Shlit’a. While he was there, he decided to ask the great Sage’s advice. He explained that one of his
workers was stealing gold from his inventory and he suspected that it was a specific non-Jewish worker. What, he asked
the Rav, should he do? Should he confront the man, accuse him publicly, or just fire him outright?

R’ Aharon Leib listened closely and then shook his head. Adamantly, he insisted, “A goy (non-Jew)? It’s not worth
starting up with a goy ... vayl a goy ken hargenen (for a non-Jew can kill)!”’

The man nodded obediently and listened to the Rav’s advice. He came home and continued to monitor the situation
closely, however, he did not say a word to the suspected thief or confront him at all.

Upon the advice of friends and colleagues in the business, he installed security cameras in his showroom and work areas
and now he was able to watch all of his workers constantly, intending to catch the thief red-handed. And that is exactly
what happened! While watching the hidden cameras from the safety of his private office, he clearly saw the man in
question steal small amounts of the raw gold that was left over. Now, armed with irrefutable proof, he planned to call the
man into his office, demand that he return what he stole, and then he would have him summarily fired from his job.

Before he did this, though, he decided to consult with R> Aharon Leib once more. He asked a friend of his to go into the
Rav and present the question, this time adding that due to the addition of his security cameras, he had actual proof of the
man’s guilt. To his utter surprise, the answer that came back to him was exactly the same as the first one: “It’s not worth
starting up with a goy ... vayl a goy ken hargenen (for a non-Jew can kill)!”’

What should he do? Just allow the situation to continue? This was no way to run a business, thought the man. Perhaps
the question wasn’t presented to the Rav properly, or he had misunderstood the response. This time, he sent another close
friend of his into R” Shteinman’s house and told him specifically, word for word, how to ask the question. The man did
precisely as he was told, but when the response came back with the exact same reply, word for word like the previous two,
he knew that R” Aharon Leib understood the situation and was giving him an iron-clad response.

It wasn’t but a few short weeks later, when the jewelry owner received a phone call that his non-Jewish worker was
arrested. He had been standing in line at a local bodega when another man accidentally bumped into him. The first man
took exception and the two hoodlums got into a shoving match. Before it was all over, the non-Jewish worker pulled a gun
out of his belt and shot the other man at point blank range, killing him instantly! The police arrived on the scene and

arrested the man and he was now facing murder charges, in a case which was sure to put him away for a very long time!
The jewelry owner stared at the phone in his hand in shock! He sat in his place for a long time, as the sound of R’
Aharon Leib’s voice echoed in his mind: “It’s not worth starting up with a goy ... vayl a goy ken hargenen (for a non-Jew

can kill)!”
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Swn: Bud Marshall had a small box in his bedroom where
he kept important and sentimental mementos, including the
medals he had earned for his service in WWIL. These medals
were very precious to him, particularly the Purple Heart and
the Medal for Bravery at Okinawa. Bud’s 8 year-old son,
would sneak into his father’s room and play with the medals,
even though it was forbidden. He was proud of the medals
and proud of his father for courageously earning them.

One day, the boy took his close friend into his father’s room
and showed him the medals. The friend was quite impressed.

A few days later, however, when the son again snuck into the
room, he was horrified to discover that the medals were gone.
But he was even more distressed when he saw his best friend
showing off the very same medals the next day in school,
claiming that his own father had earned those medals!

The boy decided to come clean. He went to his father, told
him the whole story, and asked him what to do. ““Should I just
grab them away from him and call him a thief in public?”

Bud Marshall put his arm around his son. “Your friend lost
his father when he was a baby. The reason he’s doing this is
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The mitzvah of Orlah was given to Klal Yisroel and took effect when they entered the Holy Land of Israel. The Torah
informs them that in the fifth year, not only will they be able to partake of the fruit of the land, they will also be blessed -
"NNIAN 000 Pond” - Hashem will make up their loss by increasing the growth of their produce. Rashi comments that in
spite of the fact that for three years, the Jews had to dig, plant, water, nurture, prune and fertilize the land, and it would
seem that all their efforts would “go down the drain,” the Ribono shel Olam says, “Don’t worry, I will make it up to you.”

The question here is obvious: from among all the various mifzvos in the Torah, such as Peah, Matnas Kehuna, Terumah,
Maaser, Tzedaka, Korbanos, etc., which require a person to spend of his own money, why only by the mitzvah of Orlah, does
Hashem promise to make up their loss and increase growth, reassuring the nation that they will not lose anything by it?

I had a machshava. By all the other mitzvos, it is true that money needs to be spent, however, it is money that you can
always get back - sometimes even more than you spend. Regarding Orlah, on the other hand, Hashem is not asking you for
money. Rather, He wants three years of your TIME and EFFORT - something that is irreplaceable. He wants you to show
Him that you care about Him - not your money. Chazal tell us: "pin yx .70 »aT" - A person’s money returns to him,
but his days are gone forever. They do not return. For this reason, the mitzvah of Orlah requires a special guarantee from
Hashem, with a promise that your time will not be wasted - "D2PON N »N". May Hashem give us a nnvan (guarantee) as
well, that all the time we spend teaching our children to learn Torah and do mitzvos, be repaid with much nachas and simcha.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH

(-2 710 AP TN TN N SR 891 12330 8O

The gemara (30 mnD) recounts a remarkable incident.
Rav was constantly tormented by his wife. If he asked her to
prepare him lentils, she would prepare him small peas. If he
asked for small peas, she prepared him lentils. When his son
Chiya grew up, he came up with an idea. He began to give
over his father’s requests to his mother in the reverse order.
Suddenly, Rav was getting exactly what he asked for!

Rav took notice of this and told his son, “It seems, your
mother has improved.” Chiya could not withhold the truth
from his father and told him, “It was I who reversed your
orders to her.” Upon hearing this, Rav said, “This is what
people say: Your own offspring teaches you sound reason.”
However, Rav did not permit Chiya to continue this practice,
for it says, (T-0 MIP) "MYN PV 2T YY" - “They have
taught their tongue to speak lies, they weary themselves.”

Rav apparently admires his son’s clever strategy, and yet

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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he instructs Chiya to cease misreporting to his mother. The
question is why? After all, the Sages cite numerous sources
in the Talmud regarding the accepted halachic principle that
one is permitted to lie for the sake of Sholom Bayis! Why
couldn’t Chiya employ the same principle?

The Maharsha, R’ Shmuel Eidels ZT”’L sees the posuk
cited from Yirmiyahu as the key to the answer. The prophet
there speaks about learning to evade the truth. A situation in
which Chiya would constantly lie to his mother would train
him for a life of deceit. While the occasional lie to protect
someone’s feelings will not have a negative educational
impact, an ongoing pattern of falsehood will. Therefore, Rav
directs his son to stop for this is one of the most important
principles that every father, mother and educator of children
must recognize: Children become what they are taught to
become. If misrepresenting the truth as a normal way of life
is what they see at home or in school, you can be sure that
thisis how they will deal with truth for the rest of their lives!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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How fascinating is it that Parshas Acharei Mos is the only parsha in the entire Torah with the word “death”
mentioned in its title? By contrast, the parsha that speaks of the passing of Sarah Imeinu is called “Chayei Sara” and the
parsha that records the death of Yaakov Avinu is called “Vayechi.” Even the last portion of the Torah that discusses the
death of Moshe Rabbeinu has nothing to do with death in its title; it is called “V’zos Habracha”! Why, then, is the parsha
that tells us the tragic story of the untimely death of the two great sons of Aharon called Acharei Mos - After the Death?

R’ Simcha Sheps ZT”L explains that in all the other parshiyos that speak about death, there is some sort of continuation.
Sarah had a son, Yitzchok. Yaakov had 12 tribes, and Moshe had a student, Yehoshua bin Nun, through whom he passed down
his knowledge of Torah to Klal Yisroel. On the other hand, Nadav and Avihu, who were great Tzaddikim themselves, had no
children or talmidim of their own, through whom they could live on. As the gemara (:n ™myn) tells us about Yaakov Avinu:
“Just as his children are alive, so too, is he alive!” As long as a person has whom to carry on his legacy, he never really dies.

Sometimes in life we feel that we are so busy with our children, or our students, that we cannot pursue our own personal
spiritual growth. We often feel that if we were not so bogged down with all the issues that take up so much of our time, we
would surely achieve much greater accomplishments in Torah and Avodas Hashem. In fact, this is the farthest thing from
the truth! It is not DESPITE our children that we achieve great heights; it is BECAUSE of them! Our children are not “in
the way” of our spiritual growth; they ARE THE WAY of our spiritual growth! When they grow - we grow! Let us realize
that true living is giving. Investing time and energy to future generations is the way to live on forever!




