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Swn3: Do we truly yearn for the Geulah - for the ultimate
redemption? Do we mourn our loss and feel the pain of the
Churban in our very bones? Often, we think we do, but if
we were to really think about it, deep down we would come
to the realization that our suffering is nothing compared to 'the
SERIES IN 1 p Yy L
AT A, I YIDD
"nomwn 927 MY - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (6)
Arba Minim During Shmittah. To continue our discussion
regarding Esrogim during the Shmittah year, and become
informed consumers as the Yom Tov of Sukkos draws closer, we
have to digest a few more concepts. Produce does not grow
symmetrically with calendar years and does tend to span
various parts of two years. It is, therefore, important for us to
know which year it belongs to. Does it belong to the seventh
year with Shmittah sanctity and no laws of Tevel (produce that
requires separating Terumos and Ma’asros before eating), or
does it belong to the sixth year and only has the laws of Tevel?

In other years we must ask: does it belong to years 2,4 and one

must separate Ma’aser Rishon, or does it belong to years 3,6 and

one must separate Ma’aser Sheni?

General Rule. The Gemara (1 gives us the following rules.

1) Grain, grapes, olives and most Kitniyos (beans, peas,
lentils) go according to the year when they complete a third
of their growth.

2) Vegetables go according to the year they are picked from the
ground (this is relevant when there is no prohibition of
Sephichim as explained previously, i.e. it sprouted in the sixth
year, grew in a field owned by a non-Jew, grew in a place that
people usually wouldn’t plant because of difficult conditions.)

3) Fruit belongs to the year of “Chanata.” There are a number

| R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”’L (Terumas Tzvi) would say:

195

"mPown N - the pain that Hashem, our all-powerful G-d and

loving Father in Heaven, experiences each and every day. He

saw us when we were on “top of the world” - with the Temple
in Jerusalem. And now, He sees us mired in the dregs of exile.

The only way to stop our suffering is by ending His suffering!
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of opinions what exactly this means. The Rambam ()
defines it as when the fruit becomes edible to eat. The Rash
@3) and others define it as when the blossom falls off and the
shape of the fruit becomes discernable.

4) Rice and millet - there are two opinions in the Gemara there.
One says we go after when it took root while the other holds
after the time of full ripeness.

Esrogim. According to the above, an Esrog that began to form
during Shmittah (which is what we will be purchasing this year),
has Shmittah sanctity. However, some say @ that since in regard
to agricultural irrigation it need constant care like vegetables, we
follow the year of picking, like vegetables. For those of us
outside Eretz Yisroel, this makes no difference because our
Esrogim will have both been formed and picked in Shmittah, and
are thus holy. In Eretz Yisroel, there are some who are able to go
and pick off the tree immediately after Rosh Hashana of the
eighth year, making it more lenient for themselves.
Aravos. Even if the Aravos (willow branches) are brought from
Eretz Yisroel, they do not have Shmittah sanctity. This is because
the Gemara learns (5) from Posukim that Shmittah sanctity is only
on items that disappear as we derive our benefit from them, such
as food. On the other hand, things like wood which first gets
burned up before we can even get our heat from it, does not
contain Shmittah sanctity. Aravos are the same as wood.

0"2109 (4) 12 ¥ (3) VT NVPY DN (2) » NIVYN YN (1)
0 NI (5) 2% oMY DN

TN DNINW 00N W - Moshe tells the Jewish people to be careful not to take the slightest liberties with the sons of
Esav. They are afraid that they will have to suffer cruelly at your hands. That after such a long journey (40 years) through
the wilderness, you will be starved and stripped of all your possessions, and therefore, as soon as you enter an inhabited,
civilized region you will seize everything upon which you can lay your hands. But a Jew is not like the gentiles. Even
though they are afraid of you, show them why you are different. Restrain yourselves and show them you are not like them.”

R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT”L (Likutei Kedushas Levi) would say:

“Why is this Shabbos called Shabbos ‘Chazon’? It is like the man who buys his child a suit. Instead of taking care of
his new clothes, he muddies them and tears them until they are ruined. The father buys his son a second suit, but the boy

treats it the same way. The father then buys his son a third suit - but this time, he doesn’t give it to him. He hides it in the
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closet and every once in a while, he allows the boy to get a glimpse of it, saying, “‘When you will learn to behave, then you
will get this suit.” This is the meaning of '\wn' - Hashem gives us a ‘glimpse’ of what is to come - if only we will behave!”

R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heshel Z”’L (Apta Rav) would say:

“The top of the letter 'V’ representing the Ninth of Av is bowed inward to reflect how Hashem

(n>20) suffers along with us. In the future, though, this 'V’ will be AN - the father of all holidays.”
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ach year, when the burning heat of the summer sun became too much to bear, it was the custom of the previous
Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Hagar ZT”’L (Ahavas Yisroel), to travel to a mountain resort where the cool, fresh
Carpathian air was a valuable and practical upgrade over the stifling city heat. Inevitably, many Vizhnitzer Chassidim
would travel with their Rebbe, and the entire infrastructure of the Vizhnitzer court would transplant itself there.

The Rebbe’s personal Shochet (ritual slaughterer) was a man by the name of Reb Mendel Vizhnitzer. He was a
G-d-fearing soul, whose impeccable standards of kashrus was highly valued by the Ahavas Yisroel, as well as by many of
the leading Rabbanim in the city. He was totally dedicated to his Rebbe, however, and would rarely leave his side. In the
summer months, whenever the Rebbe would travel, Reb Mendel was always there to provide chicken and meat for the
Vizhnitzer entourage in the mountain resort, ensuring that an adequate supply of kosher animals were on hand.

One year, during the Nine Days of Av, Reb Mendel became ill. At first, he thought nothing of it and since he wasn’t
“working” anyway during these days, he allowed himself to relax and hopefully knock out the vicious bug that was
plaguing him. However, as the days wore on, he became weaker and sicker, and by erev Tisha B’av, he could barely get
out of bed. A doctor was called to check Reb Mendel but his diagnosis was unclear. He really had no idea what was the
problem and prescribed more rest and lots of liquid. Reb Mendel remained in bed all day, and could not even attend the
Seudah Hamafsekes (meal of separation) before the beginning of the fast. Thus, he went into the Tisha B’av fast without
having eaten a morsel of food. His friends and family worried about his health and urged him not to fast.

The next morning, his health had further deteriorated. He lay in bed, breathing shallow breaths of air, when suddenly he
received an urgent message. It was from the Vizhnitzer Rebbe himself. The Rebbe requested that Reb Mendel should
slaughter a chicken that very afternoon (after Chatzos) for the Rebbe wished to perform the mitzvah of "01n »o»". (The Torah
(»-» N7p) states that after slaughtering a kosher bird or wild animal, one must cover its blood with dirt. A domestic animal is
excluded from this mitzvah.) Reb Mendel was so weak that he couldn’t imagine even getting out of bed, let alone slaughtering
a chicken in his condition. He sent a message to the Rebbe’s son, R Chaim Meir ZT”L (Imrei Chaim), informing him that
he was in no condition to shecht. Perhaps a local shochet could do it in his place. R* Chaim Meir went into his father’s room
and explained the situation, but the Ahavas Yisroel adamantly insisted that it had to be Reb Mendel and no one else.

Using every last ounce of energy, Reb Mendel got out of bed and slaughtered a chicken. The Vizhnitzer Rebbe was
called and he came to perform the mitzvah of Kisui Hadam, which he did with tremendous kavanah and deliberation. As
Reb Mendel watched his Rebbe, his health began to improve dramatically and color returned to his face. Within a few
short minutes he felt as good as new, and stood next to R’ Yisroel as the Rebbe completed the mitzvah.

Reb Mendel knew instinctively that his recovery was due to his Rebbe’s insistence that he slaughter a chicken and he
inquired as to his reasoning. The Rebbe looked at him and smiled. “I don’t mix into your business; why do you mix into
my business?”” But after a moment, the Ahavas Yisroel turned serious and agreed to tell him. “The gemara (33 pv») tells us
how Nevuzradden entered the Bais HaMikdash on Tisha B’av and saw the blood of Zecharia ben Yehoyada boiling on the
floor. When he asked whose blood it was, he was not given a satisfactory answer and he went and killed 94,000 Jews. We
see that the Jews were punished not only for killing Zecharia but also for not covering his blood. Had they at least paid him
the proper respect and covered his blood, many people would not have died; perhaps the Churban never would have
happened! We see, therefore, that ‘covering the blood’ (Kisui Hadam) is a mitzvah that has the power to soften the harsh
judgment and rescue Jews from impending doom. Every year on Tisha B’av, the mitzvah of Kisui Hadam should be done
to be mesaken (rectify) an action that was a catalyst for the Churban. In ‘gour case, Reb Mendel,” said the Rebbe, ““it was

your personal Tikkun!” ﬂ@ﬂﬂ —ﬁ}‘:ﬂﬂ ﬂc)@)—) 5@@
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Swi: Sir Herbert Samuel, the British High Commissioner,
once arranged to meet the Rav of Yerushalayim, R’ Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”’L. The Rav’s home, a poor hovel
of a dwelling, was ten steps underground with only one
small window and no proper furniture. Concerned about the
very destitute state of his home, askanim wanted to move
the meeting place to a neighbor’s house. R’ Yosef Chaim
adamantly refused. “This officer can see exactly how I
live,” he said. The only thing he did allow was for the
askanim to place a simple tablecloth on his one table.

Arriving with his entourage, the High Commissioner was
led, step by step, down into R’ Yosef Chaim’s home. Sir
Herbert Samuel was aghast that a leading Rabbinical
authority, a famous personage, was living this way!

When he asked R’ Yosef Chaim how he could abide in
such conditions, the Rav showed him the “view” from his one
little window that overlooked the devastation of Har Habayis.

“You see that?” R’ Yosef Chaim asked. “That was once
our Temple, G-d’s house. It is in total ruins. If G-d still has no
Home and no Temple, then I don’t need a nice home, either.”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The posuk says that as the Jewish people were poised to enter the Holy Land, "nnn nX N2 nwn 80" - Moshe
Rabbeinu taught Bnei Yisroel the Torah in seventy languages. Rashi explains the word ">»»n" to mean "»nnin" - he started
to teach, "nYNY X M MO" which we find in Parshas Vayeira when Avraham Avinu began to daven to save Sodom. It is
interesting to note that in Parshas Vayeira, on the words "nbnn X mn", Rashi does not translate it to mean “started” but
rather 187" - “I wanted.” The question is obvious: why does Rashi compare these two words, when he translates both
differently in two different places? The answer, though, is equally obvious: In fact, the word ">»n" has only one meaning.
It means to start - but a person cannot “start” to learn if he doesn’t really “want” to learn!

This past Rosh Chodesh Av marked the 15th yahrtzeit of the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT”L. I feel it
is appropriate to say a vort in his memory, since I consider myself the first “American-born Bobover chasid.” The posuk
says that Klal Yisroel stood "7 92¥2" - “on the other side of the Yarden River.” It was there that "nwn SNn".
Allegorically, we may say that when the Bobover Rov came over from the other side of the ocean, "nwn 5n" - the letters
"nwn’ refer to "DLWIIIN NNOW W' "N - The Rov “wanted” to teach and spread Torah in America. Therefore, he
“started” (>nnin) and was zoche to establish yeshivos and mosdos for Yiddishe kinder and the Bobover chassidus flourished!

R’ Shloime began to spread Torah on these shores, but he remained rooted in the ways of his holy father, R’ Benzion
ZT”L HY”D, whose yahrzeit is this week as well, 4 Av. May they both be 2wy »b» for all of Klal Yisroel, and may R’
Shloime’s middah of "@>w g1 YW 3MN" be the Tikkun for Sinas Chinam, in order to rebuild the Bais HaMikdash.
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Churban has many facets. When the European kehillos
were destroyed, all aspects of their lives were destroyed too:
the economic life, social life, the organized structure of a
thousand years’ standing. We cannot begin to understand the
extent of this Churban until we research extensively into
Jewish life at that time. What was the Polish community
like? What was the nature of the Lithuanian community?
The Hungarian? The kehillos of Berlin, Warsaw, Pressburg,
Kovno, Lemberg? When we have gathered the facts and
have a genuine understanding of these communities, then we
can begin to realize the magnitude of the Churban, how
deeply we suffered then and how deeply we still suffer today.
One aspect of the punishment, however, that is so
sweeping as to be seemingly without any element of mercy
was the destruction of the spiritual life in Europe. The Telzer

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF ... T3507

R”Y, R’ Mordechai Gifter ZT”’L writes: “Hashem destroys
without mercy all the dwellings of Yaakov.” The Medrash
explains that “dwellings” refer to the beauty of Yaakov, the
Torah scholars and great Sages, who lost their lives and the
empires of Torah, Al Kiddush Hashem. We weep at the
uprooting of hundreds of years of spiritual growth, at the
destruction of centuries of tradition and scholarship that had
flowered in prewar Europe. The towering personalities who
had led these spiritual empires had even more than yeshivos
and kehillos to their credit. These people were of pivotal
importance to the spiritual development of the entire world.
These are people of historical significance, the leaders of
Am HaNivchar, the “dwellings of Yaakov,” the source of
the inner splendor and glory of our people.

The loss of Churban Europe was of a scope even broader
then the six million kedoshim (martyrs). With their death,
great sources of truth also went up in smoke.
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“Devarim” means words. Words have power. Words can build or destroy. They can create churban between communities,
neighbors, friends and family. They can burn bridges and break down feelings of trust and love. How awesome are the
repercussions of words spoken in haste and in anger. Such words can never be retracted and often the pain never subsides.

When Moshe Rabbeinu began his “farewell speech” to Am Yisroel, a speech that was infused with rebuke and love
necessary for the Nation to continue on without him, he was concerned about one thing - ONE THING that would salvage so

many relationships if people would follow his example. Rashi tells us that Moshe was thinking of the honor of the people. He
wanted to get his message across and tell them exactly what they needed to work on - but not at the expense of their KAVOD!
When people talk to one another, even if they disagree vehemently, they must NEVER strip the other person of his or her self-
respect by putting them down. They must get their message across as long as it is accepted positively! This is what Ahavas
Chinam is all about - loving people enough to not want them to look or feel bad! Not only are “Devarim” words, they are also
THINGS, because words are real - they are not just “words”! Words spoken with sincerity and kindness, words that are
positive, empathetic and spoken from a heart filled with caring, can build trust and love between neighbors, friends and family.
Words can BUILD the Bais HaMikdash if we make sure that our first priority when speaking is the KAVOD of others.

As we begin the new Sefer of Devarim - the Book of Words - let us take the message of employing our WORDS to build or
destroy to heart! As the holy Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L writes, “Let us all realize that every Jew has the ability to create Heaven
and Earth with the power of the tongue. Our words are far-reaching and last forever in the hearts ot those we touch.”




