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Swn3: When Yosef was lost trying to find his brothers, the
Angel Gavriel met him and asked him, “What do you seek?”
The Kotzker Rebbe ZT”L says that the angel was
teaching Yosef, as well as the rest of us, a lesson for life.
When a person loses his way on the path of life, it is of utm;)st
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Washing After Letting Blood. The Shulchan Aruch () lists
blood-letting as an activity that requires hand washing. This was
done for health benefits in the times of the Gemara 2) and even
until recent modern times, it was a common practice. Washing
hands afterward is not for the sake of cleanliness, because even a
patient who did not touch any part of his/her body during the
procedure, still has to wash. Rather, the washing is because of a
"ny7 m" (impure spirit) that settles on the hands. Still, it seems
from the Mishna Berura (3) that washing one time is enough,
even from a faucet. Some @) are stricter and wash three times
from a vessel. This activity is not done nowadays, yet it is still
necessary to understand the halachos, in case similar activities
that are done today require the same halacha to wash hands.

Giving Blood Samples or Donating Blood. Do these activities
require hand-washing? When R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
ZT’L was asked this question, he took the following approach:
Whatever is mentioned in the Gemara as bringing or causing a
person to have a Ny N, is not the sort of halacha that can be
extended or applied whenever logic dictates. The halacha will
only apply in the same circumstance as the original case.

importance that he stops, re-evaluates his situation and asks
himself, “What exactly am I seeking?” It is not enough to

look to others for answers; a person must seek for himself.

As the saying goes: By knowing what to look for, you’re

already half way there to finding it.
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different type of activity and no washing is necessary afterward.
Even giving a blood sample to be tested for one’s own health, is
not similar to blood-letting, where the actual removal of blood is
part of the healing, and thus, one is not required to wash. Others
5 say that giving a sample, which is a small amount of blood,
does not require washing, whereas donating blood which is
usually a larger amount of blood does require washing. When R’
Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a was asked about these cases, he
replied () that for both these activities it is preferable to wash.
Touching Blood. According to all opinions, touching blood does
not necessitate washing. Similarly, touching tears and saliva do
not require washing (7).
Discharges from the Ear and Nose, The RM’A (3) holds that
one is not allowed to touch any discharges from one’s ear and
nose during davening or learning, and if one did, one must wash
with water before continuing. The GR’A and Mor Uktzia ¢
disagree and permit one to just wipe the hands clean and
continue. The Chazon Ish ZT”’L is quoted (10) as saying that the
GR’A was only lenient when touching these things after they
came out of the body; however, if one picked his ear or nose by
sticking a finger inside, it is no different than touching a covered

Therefore, donating blood to help someone else, is clearly a
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Rabbeinu Elazar M’Ghermaizha ZT”L (Sefer Rokeach) writes: N3 (Y1) 20 (10) s N2 MYNa
“Parshas Vayeshev contains 112 posukim. It is interesting to note that all except for eight posukim begin with the
letter ‘Vav.” The reason for this is because the letter ‘Vav’ is symbolic of the expression "W (woe), which is indicative of
sorrow and pain. In this parsha, we find numerous sorrowful experiences, including the kidnapping and sale of Yosef,
the death of Yehuda’s wife and two sons, the nefarious advances of Yosef’s master’s wife and his fall from their good

graces, being thrown into prison and being forgotten there for two years. The eight posukim that do not begin with this
letter allude to the eight days of Bris Milah, since Yosef was saved from a terrible sin through the mitzvah of Milah.”

R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT”L (Sichos Mussar) would say:

“Why is it so difficult for human beings to acknowledge their mistakes and change their minds? It is because the first
opinion that forms in a person’s mind becomes fixed in place, at which point he no longer listens to other opinions or
tries to determine what is right. From that point on, he will do everything to justify his opinion. Such an approach is in
fact disastrous, for a person becomes enslaved to his initial point of view, which he thinks is the truth, and therefore he
will not budge. Tzaddikim know how to control themselves and acknowledge that they have erred, thus meriting the
World to Come. Yehuda was not ashamed to acknowledge his sin and the result was that he inherited the World to Come.”

part of the body and one is certainly required to wash.

A Wise Man would say:
“If you are not willing to learn, no one can help you. If you are determined to learn, no one can stop you!”
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The posuk notes that Yaakov Avinu loved Yosef from all of his sons because he was his “Ben Zekunim.” Rashi
explains that Yosef was born in Yaakov’s old age. He further quotes Targum Onkelos who says that everything that
Yaakov learned in the Yeshivah of Shem V’Ever during the fourteen years he spent there, he taught to Yosef. Yaakov held
a daily study session with Yosef and taught him Torah, in fulfillment of the mitzvah for a father to teach his son Torah.

The gemara (N5 N2 N23) discusses how the Tzaddik and Kohen Gadol, Rav Yehoshua ben Gamla, enacted decrees in
his time to enable Jewish education for all children, even those who did not have a father. “Rav Yehuda said in the name of
Rav: The name of that man is to be blessed, he is Rav Yehoshua ben Gamla, for without him, Torah would be forgotten in
Israel. For at first if a child had a father, his father taught him Torah and if he had no father he did not study... an ordinance
was made that teachers of children should be appointed in Jerusalem; if a child had a father, he took him up to Jerusalem,
and if not he would not go... until Rav Yehoshua ben Gamla came and ordained that teachers of young children should be
appointed in each district and each town, and that children should enter school at the age of six or seven.”

R’ Yehudah Mandelkorn ZT”’L, the former Menahel of Neveh Zion in Jerusalem, would recount an amazing story
about the effectiveness of a good education and good educators on the minds and hearts of children. There was once a class of
students who were so unruly that they literally burned out two different teachers. One teacher took early retirement and the
other decided to get out of teaching altogether. This class was so bad that substitute teachers began to refuse to take it. So the
district called a teacher who had applied for a job but hadn’t made the cut that year. They asked the woman if she would be
willing to come in and finish out the year in return for the promise of a full-time position the next year. She eagerly accepted.

The principal decided not to warn the teacher about the class, afraid that she would be scared off if she heard what she
was up against. The new teacher took over her class and the principal avoided her for fear that she, too, would issue a
sharp tongue-lashing directed at him before running out kicking and screaming. But for some reason, this did not happen.

After the new teacher had been on the job for close to a month, the principal sat in on a class to see how things were
going. To his amazement, the students were well-behaved and enthusiastic. The teacher retained full control over her
charges and the kids were engaged and excited to learn. When class was over and the students had filed out of the
classroom, the principal stayed behind to congratulate the teacher on a job well done. She thanked him for his kind words
but insisted that it was he who deserved thanks for giving her such a special class for her first assignment. She had been
concerned, she admitted to him, that as a rookie teacher, she would have drawn one of the tougher classes which would
have seriously tested her mettle as an educator. She was quite thankful to him for giving her such a great bunch of kids.
The principal hemmed and hawed and told her that he really didn’t deserve any thanks.

After a moment, she laughed and told him, “You see, Sir, I discovered your little secret on my first day here. I looked in
the desk drawer and found the list of the students’ IQ scores. I knew I had a challenging group of kids here, so bright and
rambunctious, that I would really have to work hard to make school interesting for them because they are so intelligent.”
She slid the drawer open and the principal saw the list with the students’ names and the numbers 136, 145, 127, 128, and
so on, written next to the names. She picked up the paper and with a knowing smile, handed it to the principal.

The principal studied the paper for a moment, trying to remember why he had put that paper in the desk. Then,
suddenly, it came to him. He exclaimed, “Those aren’t their IQ scores - those are their locker numbers!” Too late. The
teacher had already expected the students to be bright and gifted and they had responded with energy and eagerness to her

positive view and her general impression that they were assertive and intelligent.
There’s a message here for all of us, says R* Y. Frand Shlit’a, as mechanchim and, even more importantly, as parents.
Put faith into your children or students, show them that you have exp:'gtations from them and that you respect them, and

they will become great.
(a-15) "

Swi: Professor Albert Einstein was once traveling from
Princeton by train when the conductor came down the aisle
punching the tickets of every passenger. Einstein reached
into his vest pocket but he couldn’t find his ticket. He
reached into his trouser pocket but it wasn’t there either. He
looked in his briefcase and reached inside the seat cushions
beside him but he still couldn’t find it.

The conductor said, “You are Dr. Einstein, correct?”

Einstein nodded sheepishly. “We all know who you are,”
said the conductor, “I’'m sure you bought a ticket. Don’t
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worry about it.” Einstein nodded appreciatively.

The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets.
As he was ready to move to the next car, he turned around
and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees
frantically looking under the seat for his ticket.

The conductor rushed back and said, “Dr. Einstein, Dr.
Einstein, don’t worry, I know who you are. It’s no problem.
You don’t need a ticket. I’m sure you bought one.”

Einstein looked at him and said, “Young man, I, too,
know who I am. What I don’t know is where I'm going!”
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Rashi quotes the famous Gemara (25 1av): “Since it says, ‘The pit was empty,” do I not know that there was no water in it?
For what purpose did the Torah write, ‘there was no water in it’? To inform us that there was no water in it, but there were
snakes and scorpions in it.” How could Reuven be credited with saving Yosef if he was the person who had him thrown into a
pit with dangerous animals? Instead of saving him, it looks like Reuven was trying to have him killed in a more horrible fashion!

My machshava here is to tie this in with a halacha from the upcoming Yom Tov of Chanukah. Right before the
above-mentioned quotation of Rabbi Tanchum, the Gemara quotes another opinion in his name. If the Ner Chanukah was
placed higher than twenty amos, one has not fulfilled the mitzvah since this distance is considered “out of sight” thereby
negating any X©» »019. Following this, the Gemara continues with the drash from Rabbi Tanchum about the pit being
devoid of water but occupied by poisonous snakes. What is the connection between these two thoughts of Rabbi Tanchum?

From the first drash, we learn that a person cannot see anything more than twenty amos away, and Chazal in Tamid tell us:
"NNN OVYN NS MOSWn PN’ - whenever the word "nN2own” (to throw) is used, it means throwing more than twenty amos.
Since Reuven advised them, "mw>5wn" - “throw him,” and indeed "I oW - “they threw him,” we can determine that the
depth of the pit was more than twenty amos deep. Now, in the second drash, Rabbi Tanchum was able to clearly determine
that the pit that they threw Yosef into had living, lethal creatures. Why? Since the pit was deeper than twenty amos and no
human was able to see the bottom of it to know what was lurking there, obviously Reuven did not know either. And if he still
intended to have Yosef thrown down into the pit, it was obvious that his true intention was not to kill him, but rather to save him!

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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Sefer Iturei Torah quotes one of the great Chassidishe
Rebbes who elaborates on the "wp»T mnT" - the vision of
Yaakov that Yosef saw in the window. The Torah describes
Yosef as, "N non NN N - of handsome features and
beautiful complexion. Rashi cites the Medrash Tanchuma:
“As soon as Yosef found himself in charge of his master’s
home, he began eating and drinking and curling his hair.
Said the Holy One, blessed be He, ‘Your father is mourning

and you curl your hair? I will incite the bear against you.’”
In fairness, Yosef was a boy far away from home who
was engaging his unrestraint by assuming the mannerisms of
the culture around him. He dressed in the fashion of the times
and adopted the externalism practiced by the pervasive
Egyptian culture. And when he was incited to succumb to the
immoral licentiousness of his master’s wife, he almost gave

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF ... T1, 177
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in to that as well. The only thing that stopped him was a little
voice inside reminding him that he was a Jew, the son of
Yaakov Avinu, and that this behavior was unbecoming of a
son of such prodigious lineage. He may have practiced the
customs of Egypt, but deep down, he was disgusted by its
lascivity. When he finally saw the “vision of his father” - the
vision of what a real Jew is supposed to look like, his world
came crashing down around him and he finally realized that

everything he was doing, the life he was living, was all wrong.
Many of our youth today are living the “cultured life” of
modern society, succumbing to the prognosticators who engulf
them with liberalism, modernism, and the need to acquire and
master every technological gadget available. It is important for
them to see a “vision” of what a true Jew looks like, what
Judaism really means and how to go about practicing it. When
they see this “vision” the little spark inside will activate and

they will know, on their own, what is right and what is wrong.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(3-1) ... P 3y Mo TON

In part II of our, “What is in a Name?” soliloquy, we find an interesting adaptation from the name of Yosef Hatzaddik. The
posuk states: “These are the offspring of Yaakov, YOSEF!” The offspring of a person is what that person leaves behind.
Yaakov left us with Yosef - but not only the physical person Yosef, but a much deeper message which is implied in his name.

Rochel named her son Yosef for two reasons. The first is (32-5 wNI2) NN NN "N QON " - Hashem has gathered in my
shame. The second is (19-9) "INN Y2 %9 ‘N 90" - Hashem has given me an additional son. R’ Yitzchok Guttman Shlit’a, my
own son, noted that the message of how to be successful in life is to combine the "yON" of the past with the "9 of the future. A
person must look back at all the experiences of the past and utilize them to continue to grow and move forward in his Avodas
Hashem. This is why we see in the very first posuk of our parsha - "apy 2" - the Medrash informs us how Yaakov Avinu
wished to settle down - "m>wa 2wy wi»a". He had experienced so much heartache from Esav, Lavan, the episode with Dina,
that he just wanted to live peacefully. This is the mentality of N9 nX "N QON" - Hashem, You have sent me so many painful
and shameful experiences - now I just want to rest! But as we know, continues the Medrash, "§o» 5¥ wn1 Wy Xop" - the
challenge of "nx 125 90" - the idea of not settling with the past but moving forward, towards the future, working and fulfilling
the potential Hashem has given him - this is was what was “sprung” upon Yaakov Avinu, when he lost Yosef for 22 years!

So THIS is the "m75 1" - the legacy and life-long message that Yaakov Avinu was leaving to all his future generations. Never
rest on your laurels and think you’re done! Learn from the past and always continue to move forward! Try not to let the
difficulties pull you down, but rather use them as an impetus to continue striving forward towards perfection!




