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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs for the Month of Tishrei (1)
Thirteen MiddosHaRachamim. Duringtheperiodof Selichos,
Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, and Yom Kippur (and especially
during Neilah), we recite time after time the ©nNYN T X -
the thirteen attributes of Hashem’s Divine Mercy. We recite
these holy words as a means to bring down Divine mercy on us
so that we may merit blessings for the new year. In the words of
the text that we recite, we immediately follow these attributes
with a request: "NoNN WINRLND WD PAOOY' - “(Hashem)
please forgive us for our deliberate sins, our unintentional sins
and make us Your inheritance.” The source for this is based on
the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah (1) that teaches that when
Moshe Rabbeinu davened to Hashem to forgive the Jews who
worshiped the Egel Hazahav (Golden Calf), Hashem showed
him how we, His nation, are to daven in times of emergency for
all generations to come. Chazal tell us that Hashem appeared to
Moshe Rabbeinu as a "N v - One who leads the
congregation in prayer, wrapped in a Talis and reciting the
thirteen attributes of His mercy. It was at this time that He
promised Moshe Rabbeinu, that whenever a group of Yidden
will come together and recite these Divine attributes, the
requests that are made along with them will not be returned
“empty handed.” (©p» mvwn N) They might be fully or

partially answered, but they will never be entirely ignored.
How Does it Work. There are two opinions with regard to
how this fefillah operates to create the exceptional XYY - time

Chacham Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon ZT”’L would say:

Chacham Azarya Figo ZT”’L (Bina L’Itim) would say:
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of accepting prayer, that it creates. Rash1 @ as explained in the
commentary Tzeida L’Derech ), holds that saying the words
and believing in Hashem’s tremendous mercy, activates these
thirteen attributes to increase and be effective time after time.
However, the Reishis Chochma writes @) that they work in a
totally different way. When a member of the congregation
recites the thirteen attributes of Hashem’s kindness and accepts
upon himself to behave in a similar manner to all those around
him, this very acceptance activates Hashem'’s mercy to shine
brighter and become more effective. The Shela”’h Hakadosh
says that both ways are true (5).

Practical Application. From the above we can discern how to
successfully recite these holy words and to truly effect Divine
mercy. As one says them in his zefillos, he should concentrate
and believe in the endless kindness of Hashem. At the same
time he should also be thinking about committing himself to be
merciful, tolerant, long-tempered, kind, always judging others
favorably, truthful, helpful even to those who don’t deserve it,
helpful even to those who might have hurt him, forgetful of
what others did to him, and forgiving to all.

Saying it With a Minyan. These o0 171 Y have the same
halacha as Kaddish or Kedusha, which can only be said with a
minyan. The Maor V’Shemesh adds () that in a minyan of ten
people there will always be those who are better at being kind,
those who are better at being long-tempered, etc., and together -
as a tzibbur - they can bring merit to the entire nation.

99WW> 2900 (3) VD MY (2) D 1" (1)
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“The shofar foreshadows the jubilant proclamation of freedom, when Israel’s exiled and homeless are to return
to the Holy Land. It calls us to believe in Israel’s deliverance at all times and under all circumstances.”

R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”’L (Nefesh HaChaim) would say:

“We pray, "Pwyn 9y WPON N TN YN 2 - “And so, too, place fear of You upon all of Your works ...
Sform one group to fulfill Your Will with a full heart.” We ask Hashem to bring out what is inside of us! The awe and fear
of You that we know is justified - make it evident in our actions and our behavior, 795 YOOUNY PR N YDV IND' - for
we know that the dominion is Yours!” Deep down we recognize that You are the Almighty Who rules the world!”

May they all

“Not every request that comes before a king is answered immediately and completely. Sometimes, the one making the
request does not enjoy the king’s full favor. Sometimes, after the person leaves, the king will command one of his
servants to attend to the matter. It is different if the person is beloved to the king. Then, in the king’s presence, he hears
exactly what he wants to hear. His request is granted in full, through a royal order issued by the king. Such is our prayer:
‘Please do not turn us away from Your presence empty-handed.” We want to be answered "Y' - ‘In Your presence.’
Hashem, do not dismiss us, only to answer us later by means of a messenger who seems to be acting independently.”

Torah Tavlin is available free of charge! To
sponsor/dedicate an issue, receive for your
shul by mail or have it e-mailed to you
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an e-mail to: Torahtavlin@yahoo.com
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“Oh. That’s good,” said the dying man, “because I have no money.”

Again, R’ Schwab assured him, “Don’t even think about that. It costs nothing.”

Then, the man turned to the nurse and said, “Please leave us. I have to talk to the rabbi alone.” At that moment, he
started to cough violently, and the nurse stayed to help him. But then he asked her again to leave.

When he was alone with R’ Schwab, he began telling over his life story. In a voice full of melancholy, he recalled how
he had come from a religious family back in Vienna. Nevertheless, he gave up all his religious ties and lived a life
without any restraints. He was fine with this until his son married a non-Jewish woman, and it was then that he realized
that he had done wrong. Now, here he was, dying, and he wanted to say Viduy, to confess his sins.

Suddenly, he began to scream. He shouted out the name of Hashem. And then he spoke directly to Hashem: “I was
the greatest sinner! I wasted my life! How can I appear before You?” It was so heart-rending. R” Schwab would say that
whenever he remembered it, he would tremble. Then the man started to cough violently again, and the nurse came in.

R’ Schwab tried to comfort him. “Please, please. Don’t get too excited. I'll come again. You don’t have to tell me

everything today. I’ll see you again tomorrow.”

In fact, R> Schwab did see him the next day, but not in the hospital. In the middle of the night the phone rang. “Can you
come to a funeral? A man died and he was all alone, and there’s no one to take care of things on his behalf.”

It was this man; he had died that night. There was barely a minyan for his funeral and none of those who came knew
him. But R’ Schwab insisted on delivering a eulogy. “I knew this man for only a day,” R’ Schwab said. “Whatever his
life was like, I do not know entirely. But I know one thing: I know for a fact that he did a real feshuvah. I never saw a
man do teshuvah with such sincerity.” Through this man, one could see what is meant by the power of feshuvah.

"9 PO I O TY” -

“You (Hashem) will wait until the day of his death.” Hashem waits for man to do teshuvah,

and then He accepts it. Then, it is as if the man has done nothing wrong.
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'>wn: On a bright summer’s afternoon, a father took his son
to the local park to play. It was a big place with much
debris lying about so the father instructed his son not to take
off his shoes and go barefoot since he could get a thorn in
his foot. The small child was only half listening and as soon
as he was away from his father’s reach, he kicked off his
shoes and began to run to the swings.

Well, of course, it was inevitable and soon the child
came crying to his father that he got a thorn stuck in his
foot. The father examined the wound and although at first it
was hurting mightily, soon the pain subsided and the child
stopped crying. The father, however, was afraid that his
son’s foot might begin to swell and become infected, so
with the use of a blade, he peeled away some of the skin
around the thorn, and was therefore able to completely
remove the thorn from his son’s foot.

This procedure was very painful and now the child was
shrieking with greater intensity than when he first got the
thorn. The father understood that these pains were really
what was needed to heal him and he ignored the cries and
did what needed to be done for his child’s benefit.

The next time he took his son to the park, the father
reminded his son about what happened the last time he took
off his shoes in the park. He vividly described the pain and
suffering that the young boy felt as the thorn was being

removed from his foot and he made sure that the boy
understood how painful it would be if they had to go
through the whole ordeal again.

The father did not warn his son to avoid thorns or not to
step on a thorn, because that wasn’t the most painful, and
hence, memorable part of their outing. Rather, he recalled
the source of the boy’s suffering; when the thorn was
actually being removed. His father warned him with
something which caused him suffering. However the truth is
that the father was not afraid and worried about the removal
of the thorn. He understood that this was just the cure.
Swna: The holy Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber ZT”L
explains that when it comes to avoiding sin, a person must
fear the sin itself and not merely the punishment. Man only
sees the suffering that his sin will bring him and thus he is
afraid of it, but Hashem is more concerned that the man
should avoid the sin altogether. Hashem’s “fear” is that we
commit a sin - not the punishment for the sin, because this is
a sign of His compassion. This is the cure. Hashem brings
suffering to the sinner in order to purify him from the sin.
Thus, the Torah tells us: “What does Hashem your G-d ask
of you? Only that you fear Hashem your G-d.” (- ©727) In
other words your reason to have fear should be equal to the
“fear” of the Almighty. And once we begin to fear the sin
itself, we are clearly on our way to a complete teshuvah.
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The small Hungarian town of Munkacz was overshadowed by the large personality of the great Munkatcher
Rebbe, R’ Chaim Elazar Spira ZT”L, widely referred to as the Minchas Elazar based on the name of his sefer. The
Rebbe led his community and his chassidim with unsurpassed dignity for over twenty-five years and drew worldwide
respect and honor for Munkacs. His keen understanding of Jewish as well as worldly matters drew thousands of people
to his home where they sought his advice and blessings. Under his leadership, the Munkacs Jewish community grew by
leaps and bounds and at the time of his death in 1937 over half of the town’s inhabitants were Jewish.

R’ Boruch Yehoshua Rabinovitch ZT”L was the son-in-law of the great Minchas Elazar and the father of the
current Munkatcher Rebbe, R’ Moshe Leib Rabinovitch Shlit’a, who resides in Boro Park, NY. R’ Boruch and his wife
lived in Warsaw, Poland, however, when his wife’s father, the Minchas Elazar, became ill and asked them to come back
to Munkacs, they moved the entire family without hesitation and were wholly devoted to the Munkatcher Rebbe.

Besides for the current Rebbe, R’ Moshe Leib, R’ Boruch had another son named Tzvi Nosson Dovid. R’ Boruch
would often recall that his father-in-law loved this boy - his oldest grandson - in an “exaggerated way,” in part due to the
fact that they had waited a long time to have that first child. He would play with and “spoil” the child, and Tzvi Nosson
would happily sit on his grandfather’s lap at the many tischen and Shabbos gatherings.

The Minchas Elazar also served as the Baal Tokea (one who blows the shofar) in Munkacs and would prepare each
year for this holy task by practicing well in advance. One year, towards the end of his life, the Minchas Elazar took his
shofar on the first day of the month of Elul and tested it to see whether it was in good condition. His little grandson Tzvi
was in the room and was visibly excited by the shofar and its sounds. When the Rebbe finished blowing, the young child
wanted more and asked his zeide for just one more blast, to which his zeide gladly obliged. From then on, for the
remainder of the month of Elul, this became a ritual; the Rebbe would blow the shofar one extra time each day for little
Tzvi. On the day before Rosh Hashanah, Tzvi was there, awaiting his daily blast, but on this day, he was disappointed.

“Today is the day before Rosh Hashanah,” his grandfather explained. “Today we do not blow the shofar. Tomorrow
morning, with Hashem’s help, we will blow the shofar in the synagogue for the whole congregation.”

The child did not comprehend the reasons. In fact, to his childish mind, he knew no reason. He began to kick and
scream, “Zeide, Zeide. Just one blast! Just one more blast!” After a while, his grandfather softened at the sound of his
favorite grandchild crying, and in an effort to appease him, he took the shofar and blew one single blast.

On Rosh Hashanah, the custom in Munkacs was that the Rebbe would address the congregation before blowing the
shofar. That year, the Minchas Elazar stood up before the ark, opened it and said: “Master of the World, I have to
repent. It is written that on the day before Rosh Hashanah one mustn’t blow the shofar, and yet I did.”

He began to sob uncontrollably and called out: “Master of the World, do you know why I transgressed this custom? It
was because my young grandchild lay on the floor begging and crying that I should only blow one blast of the shofar for
him. My heart melted, I couldn’t bear to watch him cry like that, so I blew once for him - even though I shouldn’t have.

“Tatte, how can you stand by and see how millions of Your children are down on the floor crying out to You, ‘Tatte,
just one blast! Sound the blast of the great shofar which will herald the final Redemption!’? Even if the time is not right for
it yet, even if the time for Moshiach has not yet arrived, Your children still cry out to You; how can You stand by idly?!”

R’ Boruch would cry as he recounted this story, and recalled how at that time the entire crowd cried along with the
Munkatcher Rebbe. The sounding of the shofar was delayed, and for a long time they could not regain their composure
as loud wailing was heard throughout the synagogue. That last year of the Minchas Elazar’s life, the blowing of the
shofar was an event that was unparalleled in the annals of Munkacs chassidim.
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In the shtetl, a grocer, by definition, was a G-d-fearing man who was knowledgeable in many areas of Torah, and
also provided the daily food needs of his town, with honesty and integrity. Many Gedolei Hador were also “grocers” in
the sense that they owned or managed a store while their heads, and their minds, were usually buried deep in the seforim
they were learning or the Tehillim they were constantly reciting. Unlike the large supermarkets of today, with their
impersonal aisles and massive checkout lines, the old-time groceries were small shops, where the proprieter knew every
person and his family’s needs and necessities individually. In the early days of American Jewry, many of the small
groceries that existed were similar to their European counterparts, and the “grocers” were truly heileige yidden.
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he gave Adam his form. During the seventh hour He blew a
living soul into the man and during the eighth hour He
placed him in Gan Eden. During the ninth hour He
commanded him not to eat from the nyTn \y - Tree of
Knowledge. During the tenth hour the man transgressed the
command. During the eleventh hour the man was judged
and during the twelfth hour “he emerged vindicated.”

Since, on the first Rosh Hashanah in history, the first
man was vindicated during the twelfth hour of the day, this
very hour has became an opportune hour for all future
generations. What is more, since the first Rosh Hashanah
was Friday, the day before Shabbos, the end of the twelfth

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

ON THE WEEKLY MIDDOS n "n‘

If someone were to tell you that a lion was running
loose in your neighborhood would you be walking down
the street carefree? Would you be concerned, nervous, or
downright scared? Of course you would! You’d lock
yourself in the house and anxiously await news that the
danger has passed. Chances are that the lion is nowhere
near your house or even your block - but the fact that there
is a POSSIBILITY of danger, is the cause of tremendous
fear, and extra protective measures. Rabbosai, we are only
days before the great and awesome day of judgment. The
day that we stand before the King of all Kings as our fate
for the coming year is decided. Who will live and who will
die? Who will be healthy and who will be sick? Who will
live peacefully and who will suffer pain and grief? Our
future hangs in the balance and what are we doing about
it? Are we nervous? Are we anxious? Are we at all
concerned? Or are we walking down the street carefree
thinking about other matters entirely? Why? Why are we
not shaking in fear in advance of the upcoming judgment?

The answer is that Hashem put this mentality specific-
ally into the the creation in order to ensure that man has free
choice. Originally, on the third day of the creation of the
world, Hashem wanted the earth to produce "9 Ny »a \y”
- trees that taste like their fruit. But the earth did not follow
the command of Hashem and produced "9 neny \Y" - trees
that produce fruit with no connection to the taste of the tree
itself. The Maharal ZT”’L explains that in an ideal world
(which is the world to come) we are in the situation of \y”
"9 Ny »9 and the reward (good taste) of a mitzvah is the
mitzvah itself! The product of the mirzvah is the sweetness,
the spiritual high that one feels when performing any
command of Hashem. But, in this world, this could not be.
We are living in a world of ™9 nwy \y" where we don’t
necessarily feel the connection and sweetness of a mitzvah.
There is a spiritual disconnect between knowing and doing

hour was holier than the beginning of the twelfth hour.
Accordingly, the end of the second half of the first day of
Rosh Hashanah is unique. On this day, the closer it gets to
the end of the twelfth hour, the more conducive it becomes
for prayer’s acceptance so that we may “emerge vindicated.”
Since the Holy One Blessed be He said that the
acceptance of the repentance of Adam HaRishon’s
descendants would forever be connected to the acceptance
of the first man’s own repentance, the end of the twelfth
hour is truly the best time for Tashlich. It was then that the
prosecuting voices that were raised against the first man
were silenced and he emerged from judgment vindicated.
mwﬁ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

what is right, and feeling connected and close to Hashem.

Perhaps Hashem originally commanded that we live in a
world of ™9 nwwy ™9 Y in order to teach us that this
should be our goal! This is not something that is a part of
the creation but rather something that man must work on
constantly. The earth does not produce this type of
behavior but rather man must toil to take his intellectual
knowledge and create from it an emotional reality.

R’ Yaakov Asher Sinclair Shlit’a explains that this is
the avodah of Rosh Hashanah. The obvious fear that man
experiences in every physical aspect of life is absent when
the issue is spiritual. This is the greatest kindness of
Hashem and the greatest challenge of man. We must
inspire ourselves continually to experience true yiras
shamayim, for if we automatically feel the trepidation of
the judgment of our sins, or the absolutely Divine spiritual
sweetness each time we perform a mitzvah, we would have
no free choice to earn our share in the world to come!

This year when we dip the apple in the honey on the
first night of Rosh Hashanah, let us reflect upon the
message of the fruit trees. Although this world is not a
place where the “tree tastes like the fruit” - a spiritual
paradise where we feel the sweetness of a mitzvah, perhaps
by dipping in the honey we are able to experience and
internalize this sweetness, even just a small bit. Let us
daven with all our hearts that we should merit to do the
will of Hashem with all our hearts. Our avodah should not
be merely an intellectual and robotic experience, but an
emotional, passionate, vibrant and exciting expression of
what is in our hearts. As we say in Tashlich, “It is our
desire to do Your will.” May our excitement for mitzvos
and yearning for closeness to Hashem make everything
that is spiritual, as real to us as the lion that is running loose
in the street. May all of Klal Yisroel be gebentsched with a
good, sweet, happy, healthy and truly spiritual year.
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The sages tell us that the concept of teshuvah - repentance,
was created before the world was formed (05 ©7). This
is a very strange statement indeed! How could anything
have been created before the world itself came into being?
R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”’L (Khal Adath Jeshurun)
explains that when we speak of the creation of the world,
we believe that it was formed ynn v - a tangible reality out
of nothing. This is possible only for the Almighty, with His
infinite powers. No human being can ever create a brand
new item out of thin air, no matter how great of a magician
he is. Yet even science, which does not believe in a Creator,
admits that first there was nothing, and then something

appeared. The earlier conditions no longer prevailed.

This, too, is the wonder of feshuvah. If someone fully
and sincerely repents, then Hashem considers it as if the
crime had never been done. Instead of "pxn v - a new
circumstance of sin, we have "v» PN’ - nothing is left of
that circumstance. The Baal Teshuvah turns the "¢ of the
crime into an "PN" - a negation of an act that has already
taken place. So in this sense, teshuvah was created before
the formation of the world. Because feshuvah returns
conditions to where they were before the Creation, to the
status of pN. The misdeed is considered null and void.

This is the great miracle of teshuvah. One who truly
performs teshuvah says Viduy and demonstrates that he is
sincere about being ashamed of his actions and will never
repeat them. Then Hashem forgives him, and wipes out
the fact of the action. Of course, if a person sinned because
of lack of knowledge, and then became aware of his
obligations, it is easier for him to do teshuvah than if he
did the action deliberately. And if someone sinned because
his desires overcame him, it is easier for him to repent than
for someone who sinned spitefully and rebelliously. Yet,
no matter what prompted his wrongdoing, anyone can do
teshuvah, for there is no limit to repentance.

(3w wR FiPen) .. TT293 W0 gy o 7y Tim

Many meforshim are bothered by the redundancy of the
words ">5" and "Y1" for essentially they mean the same
thing. R’ Zev Leff Shlit’a offers an explanation: Perhaps
the connotation is, “Rule over all (99) the world” - over each
person individually, while at the same time, Hashem should
rule over the entire world completely (>10) as a collective
unit, since both aspects are necessary for perfection.

We know that the ten days of Repentance beginning
with Rosh Hashanah are days devoted to teshuvah, and
both the individual and the Klal must make amends during
this heightened period of time. However, the Rambam

informs us that Yom Kippur is the deadline for teshuvah for
both the individual and the community. There is an aspect
of teshuvah as an individual and another aspect of feshuvah
as a community. On Yom Kippur we renew our covenant
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu on an individual and personal
basis, while at the same time we also reunite into a Klal to
renew our collective covenant with Hashem.

Thus, everyone is judged on the essence of his personal
makeup. The word ™" - “I” is spelled alef, nun, yud. The
alef - numerically one - represents the individual. The yud -
numerically ten - represents a minyan (fzibbur), the
community. The nun - numerically fifty - represents the fifty
gates of wisdom and purity that are necessary to merge and
connect the alef - the individual - into the yud - the tzibbur.

The merit of being part of a unified 7zibbur is immeasur-
able. R> Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT”’L, related the story of
how Elisha asked the Shunamis if perhaps he could speak to
the king for her in appreciation of her efforts on his behalf.
The Zohar interprets this story as follows: it was Rosh
Hashanah and the “king” whom Elisha was referring to was
none other than the King of all Kings, Hashem Yisborach.
Elisha offered to devote a portion of his Rosh Hashanah
prayers to this woman’s needs. Yet how does the Shunamis
respond? (»-T 2 ©351) "NIWY MIN My A" - I prefer not to
be singled out, but rather to be viewed as part of the
community, for the merit of the Klal is immeasurable, even
greater than the intense merit of the prayers of Elisha.

The Alter from Kelm, R’ Simchah Zissel Ziv ZT”’L
used to post a notice on the entrance to the Talmud Torah
of Kelm on Rosh Chodesh Elul. It reminded those who
entered that the best way to merit a good judgment was to
be a person who benefited and was needed by others. Then
one’s judgment was not limited to his own meager merit,
but had to take into consideration the merit of all whom he
benefited and who depended on him. (Festivals of Life)
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The Arizal writes that the best time for Tashlich is on the
first day of Rosh Hashanah, after mincha, just before sunset.
According to the Chid’a, Chacham Chaim Y.D. Azulai
ZT”L, this is based on the Medrash which discusses the
sequence of events on the day the Almighty created the first
man. It was Rosh Hashanah, during the first hour of the day,
that the Almighty thought to create mankind. During the
second hour He consulted the angels. During the third hour
He gathered up the dust of the earth out of which He would
form Adam HaRishon. During the fourth hour He mixed the
dust with water. During the fifth hour He considered the
design of this unique creation, and during the sixth hour
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On the corner of 16th avenue and 48th street in Boro Park, was just such a grocery and the proprietor was just such a
grocer. His name was Mr. Kerpel, and many people will remember him for his kindness, his pleasant countenance and
disposition, and the jokes he would playfully tell the children on their way to school. It was well-known that Mr. Kerpel
would open his shop early in the morning, put the newly baked bread out on display and make sure the fresh milk was
available. Then, he would leave his store - unguarded and unattended - to daven in a nearby shul and learn Torah for a
few hours. When customers would go into his grocery to buy food, they would write their names on a small black board
inside the shop, detailing how many loaves of bread they took and how many bottles of milk. At some later time, when
Mr. Kerpel would come back into his store, the people would pay him for what they took. His honesty and good cheer
was unmatched, and in this manner, he made a living to support his own family.

Mr. Kerpel was also a chazzan, with a beautiful voice that he used to sing out the praises of Hashem. As he sat in his
shop and recited Tehillim daily, he would chant these songs and the customers would not just shop, but also be
entertained by his musical melodies. When the Yamim Noraim came, he would daven for the amud each year in a shul on
the West Side of Manhattan. The heart and soul that he put into his zefillos were legendary and many people would come
special to the West Side just to hear his davening.

There was a man who lived in Manhattan, who was married for quite a few years and was unfortunately not blessed
with children. Hours upon hours of prayer were spent, berachos from Gedolim and appointments with doctors were
conducted but after many years of marriage, the couple was still bereft. The man had heard of the holy grocer from Boro
Park and knew that he davened on Rosh Hashanah in a shul close to his home. He decided to daven there one year and
ask Mr. Kerpel to have him in mind during his fefillos and perhaps he will merit a yeshua (salvation).

He approached Mr. Kerpel early in the morning on Rosh Hashanah and told him of his difficulty. He requested that
as the Shaliach Tzibbur, the one who was leading the prayers and bringing the entire congregation closer to the
Almighty, he should keep him and his wife in mind, so that they merit to have children in the future.

Mr. Kerpel, a man with a heart as wide and expansive as a canyon, nodded silently in assent. After a moment, he
looked at the distraught man and said, “I will have you in mind during my prayers. But do me this one favor. When I get
up to the piyut of ‘Vechol Maaminim’ please come up and stand by my side.” The man agreed to do as he was asked.

During Mussaf, Mr. Kerpel held the congregation spell-bound with the force of his prayers. It seemed that he put a
“little extra” into the davening this year. As he reached the piyut of “Vechol Maaminim,” he noticed that the man had
come up to stand by his side. Slowly, line by line, Mr. Kerpel sang out the words in the machzor. When he came to the
words: “Vechol Maaminim shehu Yotzrom Babaten” (“And everyone believes that He [Hashem] creates them [children]
in the womb™), he gave out an unearthly cry, a groan that emanated from the inner purity of his soul, and in one motion
he collapsed into a dead faint!

Volunteers rushed to his side, using smelling salts and other means to awaken him, and in due time, Mr. Kerpel came
to. Without even uttering a word, he stood right back up, and continued davening from the exact spot where he had left
off! It appeared as if he hadn’t even realized that he had fainted!

To the joy and astonishment of the childless couple, within that very same year, a beautiful set of twins was born - a
bundle of joy that came down to this earth due to the heartfelt fefillos of the “simple” grocer from Boro Park!
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In the mid-1930’s, as the Nazi threat in Germany became more pronounced and real, R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”’L
made contact with the American Orthodox leader Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung, and informed him of his wish to emigrate to that
country. Rabbi Jung, in turn, got in touch with a community called Shearith Yisrael in Baltimore, who was looking for a
spiritual leader. R> Schwab traveled to the United States, and after a trial period the community elected him as their
rabbi. Thus, the entire Schwab family was able to apply for visas and escape the Holocaust.

In Baltimore, R” Schwab became a local leader of Orthodoxy, hosting the annual conference of Agudath Israel several
years after his arrival and helping to create one of the first Jewish school for girls, the Bais Yaakov in Baltimore.

As part of his rabbinic duties, R’ Schwab was often called upon by terminally ill patients, to tend to their bedside and
listen to their final confessions. He recalled one incident when he was called to visit a Jewish man who was in a hospital,
dying of tuberculosis. The first thing he said when R” Schwab came into his room was, ‘“Rabbi, how much do you charge?”

The Rabbi smiled and patiently answered, “Not to worry. I never charge anything.”




