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dog kept barking. Obviously, it recognized that the woman
was an imposter and did its part to alert the Beis Din!

Swn: In Egypt, the dogs were smart and recognized where
and when to bark. We commend and even reward the dogs for
this behavior, because they went agajnst their nature to help

the Jewish people accomplish their goal. In Agra D’Kalla, the
Dinover Rav z#”’l writes that not only did the dogs not bark
by the plague of the firstborn, but even by the darkness they
were silent. This allowed the Jews to enter the homes of the
Egyptians and identify all the valuables they would later take!

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

0512 105 70 mon” - The Greatest Mltzva
Memory Assistance (cont.). Appropriate Tefillos.
1) The Sifri and Yalkut Shimoni () record that Dovid
HaMelech would pray that he should not forget his learning.
2) Rashi () tells us that one of the personal supplications a
person can add to the beracha of "nyT O™ YN NN in
Shemona Esrai is a request to remember one’s learning.
3) The Gemara 3)quotes a prayer that Osniel ben Knaz said to
Hashem about various requests regarding his learning, such
as having good students. Among them he said: none» N»'
290 YN - “My learning should not be forgotten from niy
heart.” Some say this phrase daily after saying the tefilla of
Rebbi Nechurya ben Hakana.
Tefillah of Rebbi Nechunya ben Hakana. The Mishna and
Gemara 4 report that Rebbi Nechunya ben Hakana would say a
tefillah when he entered and left the Beis Medrash each day.
‘When asked what he was saying, he replied, “When I enter, I pray
that no pitfall (M5p1) should be caused by me (through a mistake in
my learning), and when I leave I give thanks for my portion in life
(those who learn in a house of learning).” The exact text is
quoted in the Tur 5) and a slightly longer version is found in the
Mishna Berura ). Many recite the combined version which is
printed on the inside cover of certain Gemaros. The Rambam
(@ says that both the request and the thanks are mentioned in the
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Mishna because they are obligations for all. Even though the
Ritva (8) argues on this, the M”’B () rules like the Rambam, and
everyone should say it, not only to fulfill a Rabbinic obligation,
but also as a request for Heavenly assistance that we all need, as
well as the appropriate gratitude that we owe to Hakadosh
Boruch Hu. Even though there is no specific request in this
tefillah for memory assistance, nevertheless, Sefer Zechira (10
writes that saying it is a segulah to remember one’s learning.
When to Recite it. The appropriate time to say these fefillos is in
the morning before starting to learn, and at the end of the day
after one estimates he has finished his learning. If one didn’t say
it before he started his learning, he may still say it at any time
during the day. Some people say the nighttime thanks right
before "N Yy YW NN

On Shabbos and Yom Tov. Even though one is not permitted
to make private requests for health, parnassa, and the like, he is
still allowed to say these fefillos on Shabbos and Yom Tov (1.
The nighttime thanks is certainly permitted, and even the
moming request is permitted because requests for spiritual
growth are not included in the prohibition.

Aveilus and Tisha B’av. It would seem that one is permitted
and should say these fefillos if he plans on learning any of the
topics permitted to learn during times of Aveilus and on Tisha
B’ay, or if he needs to look up a relevant halacha.

soe AW FI9T NRYT

Maharal M’Prague, R’ Yehuda Loew z¢”’l (Gevuros Hashem) would say:

973 (4) 30 NBN (3) .1 HAr HAY (2) 5 12703 (1)
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“OYTaY AN DMINNN ONRY WN M 0PN DR N - Why is Geulas Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt, so central to

Judaism and Klal Yisroel, considering that the Jewish people were later subjugated to other nations at other times in
history? We are still in exile till this very day. What does that Exodus do for us today? The answer is that the Exodus
forever changed the nature of a Jew’s neshama - his soul. By virtue of the redemption from Egyptian bondage, every
Jew became ‘free’ on the ultimate, objective level, making it impossible to ever enslave his true essence.”

Rabbi Dovid Gurwitz shlit’a (Mizmor L’Dovid) would say:

“Pnx N YN NI N’ - The last letter of each word adds up to 713, which is the value of the word 'n2wn'. The first letter
of each word adds up to 233, which equals the value of the words " (let there be light). It is important for a Jew to
remember that 7w (darkness) is not always what it appears to be. The intensity of the darkness can sometimes cause a
person to ‘see the light’ and eventually bring him to a life of real repentance and Teshuvah. Hashem is the creator of time
and ‘Time Management’ was the first mirzvah He gave to Klal Yisroel (052 mn wmni'). The word 'nyw' (hour) can also

12

mean “to turn” - 'NYw X2 NN PP ONY. Each hour is really a chance to turn in the right direction - or wrong. It’s up to us!

A Wise Man would say:
“Don’t hang around with negative people because they always have a problem for every solution.”
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The mitzvah of Kiddush Hachodesh, sanctifying the new moon, is the first mitzvah given to the nascent Jewish nation
in Egypt, and forms the basis of the Jewish lunar calendar wherein all the festivals are found. The Sukelener Rebbe, R’
Eliezer Zusia Portugal z¢”’l, would understand the words of Dovid HaMelech in Tehillim: "N9M» Y237 00 12) T80 1" -
“From Hashem a mighty man’s steps are established, for He delights in his way,” as a reference to the great Hashgacha
that Hashem affords a Yid who is scrupulous in the mitzvah of Kiddush Hachodesh. He would relate the following story:

During the early to mid-19th century, the Russian Czar and various maskilim of the time were greatly distressed by the
regal bearing and power of the famed Rizhiner Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman z¢”I. Through his royal conduct, which was
well-known and documented, the Rizhiner greatly uplifted the level of the downtrodden masses. The maskilim had long
been plotting to bring about the Rebbe’s downfall, but without success. In 1838, when R’ Yisroel was forty years old, he
was arrested on charges of being complicit in a murder. An informer brought evidence that the Rizhiner had ordered the
execution of a second informer and the Czar was only too happy to send the police to arrest him. As the Rebbe was taken
into custody he cried, ““mSy N2 TON % O - even as | am taken to be locked up I am not afraid. One thing upsets me,
though, "1y NNX Y’ - that You, Hashem, will be with me - 'NmY»1 Xny»ov' - the Shechina will also be in Golus with me.”

Following the orders of the Czar himself, the Rebbe was locked up in the notorious Kiev dungeon under terrible
conditions in a small, dark and damp cellar. No charges were ever brought against him, nor was he ever put on trial. But
these things didn’t bother the Rizhiner as much as the fact that he was unable to perform certain mitzvos while in prison.
One mitzvah in particular that he was most distraught over was his inability to do “Kiddush Levana” - blessing the new
moon, which requires one to stand under the night sky and see the moon before making the blessing. The Rebbe was never
allowed out of his cell and the guards were most strict about this. It pained him that he could not properly do this mitzvah.

One night, the Rizhiner was lying in his cell when he heard the sound of groaning coming from outside his door. He heard
Yiddish words and realized that the guard was Jewish. He quickly knocked on the door. The guard opened it and the Rebbe
saw a large, physically imposing man standing before him. He may have been big and burly, but deep down his heart was as
soft and tender as befitting a true Yiddishe Neshama. The Rizhiner said to him, “My dear Jew, please allow me to walk
outside for a few short minutes to fulfill a very important mitzvah. I will be very quick and no one has to know the wiser.”

The guard took pity on the Rebbe but he was terrified to disobey a direct order. This prisoner was never allowed to go
outside and if he was caught doing so, not only would the Rebbe suffer, but the guard in charge would pay dearly. “Rebbe, my
shift is over in a few short minutes and if the new guard will show up and find me escorting you outside, he will report me.”

But the Rizhiner’s soft voice and promise of blessings were too much to ignore. Finally, the guard agreed to allow him
outside for just a few minutes. R’ Yisroel stood in the prison courtyard and poured out his heart to his Creator. He gazed at the
shining moon and davened with such tremendous emotion and intensity. The mitzvah that had been eluding him was finally
within his grasp. Tears poured down his cheeks as he said the timeless blessing and, indeed, time seemed to stand still.

As far as the guard was concerned, though, time had not stopped at all - it was moving along quite rapidly! Fifteen minutes
went by, and then another fifteen minutes. The guard was sweating profusely, terrified that he was about to be caught, but he
could not muster the nerve to halt the Rizhiner Rebbe’s immense prayers. Finally, after forty-five minutes, the Rebbe
completed the blessing and dutifully went back into his cell, accompanied by the astonished and relieved guard.

Literally, seconds later, the new guard came through the door, apologizing to his comrade. “I am so sorry. I have no idea
how it happened but I got lost on my way here. I walk this route every day and it is not far, but tonight, the moment I left my

house, I became totally and completely lost. I could not find my way here. It took me over 45 minutes to find this place!”
Said the Sukelener, ““‘A mighty man’s steps are established.” Every s tep i;erson takes is orchestrated from above - and if

he gets lost, that too was meant to be!” -&féﬂﬂ ﬂD—r—E —5,@_)
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Swn: A man and woman once came before the Chief Rabbi
of Tel Aviv, R’ Yehoshua Ehrenberg z¢”’l, and informed
him that they wished to get divorced and asked the Rav to
prepare a Get. In addition to the couple, a very large, loud
and offensive dog, attached to a leash held by the man, was
part of the equation. The canine was insufferable. It refused
to stop barking and whining the entire time. No matter how
much the man and woman tried to calm it down, it just
continued barking, annoying everyone in the Beis Din.

R’ Yehoshua listened to the complaints of the couple but

he could not take his mind off the dog, which never stopped
barking throughout the proceedings. The man and woman
apologized for their pet’s unruly behavior but the Rav found it
out of the ordinary and was determined to find out why.

He asked a series of pointed questions and asked for more
proof. It was then that the man broke down and admitted that
this woman was not his wife. His real wife was back at home
and refused to go through with the divorce so he tried to
circumvent this by having another woman pose as his wife.

The Rav recognized that something was amiss because the
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Hashem s command to place blood on the doorpost states: “And the blood shall be for you (035) a sign.” Shouldn’t it have
said, “for Me (%) a sign,” since this blood was the indication that Hashem should pass over the Jewish homes and not harm them?
My machshava here is that Hashem is alluding to an even greater concept. The Navi Chagai says (0-2): 1720 122 7 917y’
"WWNIN YA YNNN - “The glory of this last House shall be greater than the first one.” Chazal tell us that the second Bais
HaMikdash was taller and remained longer than the first. However, there were non-believers who questioned this statement
for if the Navi refers to the second Temple with the word "Wnxn" (the last), how can we believe and daven for a third Bais
HaMikdash to be built with the advent of Moshiach? The answer is based on the posukim in Shemos (0n-T) when Hashem
informed Moshe of the impending Geulah. He gave him three signs to show the Nation. He told Moshe: T2 5P 11 XD ON”
" AINND NN D0 WINN YWD - “If they will not believe and do not heed the voice of the first sign, (the staff turning into a
snake), they will believe the voice of the last sign (Moshe’s hand turning white from ny18). And if they do not believe either of
these two signs ... and the water that you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry land.” We see from the posuk that
the word "N does not necessarily mean “the last” but can also mean “the second” as there was a third sign after it.

Thus, when Bnei Yisroel were preparing to leave Mitzrayim, Hashem told them that the blood (the third sign of water turning to
blood) would be "mx> 029" - a sign for the Jewish people in future generations "©mn2an YY" - referring not to their individual homes,
but to the Batei Mikdash, the Temples, that will be built. So that no one should question the words of the Navi and wonder about
the third Bais HaMikdash, Hashem made it clear that "panxn man” refers to the second Temple, and when Hashem answers our
tefillos, He will bring down the third - and final - Bais HaMikdash, which will be more glorious than the first two and last forever.
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Regarding the tenth and final plague, the Mechilta writes
about the terrible suffering that came about from the death of
the Egyptian firstborn: “The custom in Egypt was that when
afirstborn child died, the family would paint a portrait of the
child on the wall of the house to remember him. On the night
when Hashem struck the firstborn Egyptian sons, all the
paintings suddenly dissolved causing the family much pain.”
Furthermore, writes the Mechilta: “The Egyptians would
bury their dead inside their homes. On the night of Makkas
Bechoros, dogs dug underneath and opened up their graves.
They removed the bones of the firstborn that were buried there
and they frolicked playfully with the bones. This was as painful
for the Egyptians as the day they buried their children.”
In his sefer Ruach Chayim, Chacham Rabbeinu
Chayim Palagi z¢”’ quotes the words of the Mechilta and
adds that not only did firstborn Egyptian sons die, causing the

parents and families to suffer immensely, but even the dug
up bones of previously dead firstborn children experienced
great pain and tribulation when the dogs removed them
from their graves and tossed them around like playthings.

Chacham Palagi likens this to the widespread Jewish
custom of rattling a “Gragger” and banging loudly when the
name of the wicked Haman is intoned during the reading of
Megillas Esther. He says that one of the reasons for this
custom is because each time we bang and rattle, it causes
tremendous pain and suffering to the soul and bones of Haman,
who feels each bang down to his very depth. Similarly, when
the dogs played with the bones, it caused great pain and
suffering to the souls of the dead Egyptian children.

The remez is contained in the posuk in Tehillim: y9"
"TaNN W - “You shall destroy their fruit from the earth.”
The word "m9" includes the same letters as "©Ma". On
Purim, we further “destroy from the earth” the wicked
Haman who is buried there and feels the pain of our blows.
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After Pharaoh agreed to let the Jews leave Egypt for three days to serve Hashem, he was still making conditions so that it

would be on his terms! Moshe was uninterested and said to Pharaoh, “You cannot tell us what to do because we ourselves do
not know exactly how we will serve Hashem until we get there!” The Chiddushei HaRim comments that Moshe’s words are
a message for all Jews in all generations. They refer to the way we view ourselves here in this world as opposed to the way we
will be judged in the world to come! “We do not know what our true level of avodas Hashem is until we get to the next world.”

In this world - Olam Hazeh - there is a silent barometer with which every person is measured. Either they “made it” or they
didn’t! If you belong to a certain crowd, have a certain amount of money, or hold a prestigious position, you are considered
successful in this world. If not, then you’re just another Shlemazel! But this is called the "NIpwT N1DY" - world of lies, because
in the world of truth there is no such barometer. Hashem judges every individual according to his abilities and based on how
much he has accomplished his purpose in the world. Someone who was given great talent, or lots of money, or an important
social standing, may come up to the next world after 120 years and realize that he is way down at the bottom of the Olam Haba
totem pole, because he did a fraction of what he could and should have done. Meanwhile, the “Shlemazel” is sitting by the
mizrach vant in Olam Haba because he actualized his potential and fulfilled his job in this world. Having a lot of money or
talent is a great responsibility. One must strive for greatness - not by the false barometer of mn 05 but by aiming to utilize all
the abilities that Hashem gave him. Why? Because one never knows “how to truly serve Hashem until he gets (up) there!”




