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supervision over His Chosen people. Every event that takes place in this
world is an exclusive product of Hashem's power and is effected by His -
will, and only His will. .
The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L, elaborates and says that it
is beyond the range of human ability to understand how such providence
works. Particularly, when a person is going through hard times and cannot |
fathom the reasons for such events. However, there will ultimately come a
time when all the details of history, both individual and collective, will
become abundantly clear and Hashem's actions will be understood.
This is the meaning of the posuk, WX nX 3NN - "You will see My
back” - Hashem was telling Moshe that he would be allowed to
“understand certain concepts in the spiritual world, how material and
spiritual realms are interconnected. However, " N9 0w - “but My face.
may not be seen” - a human being cannot be privy to the highest level of
understanding, the explanations and reasons for events, both historical and
personal. At the end of days, however, all men will be able to see and
understand the providence of Hashem. '
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R' Aharon of Karlin ZT"L would say:
"Although the Torah does not list being depressed as sinful, there is
nothing so conducive to committing the grossest sins as depression. Once
an individual loses his bearings, anything can happen."

R' Yankel Miller would say:
"The difference between ‘involvement' and 'commitment’ is like a tuna-
and-eggs sandwich: the chicken was 'involved' - the fish was 'committed!"

R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
"It is worthwhile to learn Mussar an entire lifetime, even if it only
accomplishes avoiding speaking Lashon Horah once!"
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| One of the basic principles of the Jewish beliefis mownmen- |
| Divine Providence, a complete faith in Hashem's constant and personal




| S )

and was unaware that he was even being attacked. -t ; R DTN T2 PRV, 79D 1370 MINY XD NI NI 7. poww

When the Empress applauded the performance of the Jewish dancers, kot DO9NN 1,010 Y2 TIND 121 .NNNT POIWY 0D 19031 NI TINWD
Brockman became irritated and said, "Habh, it is little wonder that they : 591 INYD DY) TIND YOW PN N3 DN, M/ NNINN 2 °pNs DPHTa
dance so well. After all," he snickered and stared hard at the Chief Rabbi, * *‘* NYNT MND 5273 YN ToNN NTIYN DN DOWIM 1wy DD MIND
"Everyone knows that they learned how to dance in front of the Golden * * * N7 M¥NN 92 H1ON , DYDY MIIN W YIPHN N TN MTNYD
Calf, their primitive form of idol-worship!" Many fellow Jew-haters let : PITIYT RN MDY PPNN Y271 NI D DU .IWIN NAIYNDD
out shrieks of laughter at the words of the General. * %% NNNIY 238 V1N F02 V8T IPOPRTYS YN 228 97N Yo
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R' Yechezkel promptly responded, "The episode of the Golden Calf is ,
indeed a shameful mark in our history. It occurred because Moses, the kKK
Jewish leader, was not with his people, as he had yet to return from
Mount Sinai. But let me tell you something, we still see such calamities * %k

occurring today when a general who is supposedly leading his troops,
allows higs menyto et slagughtmd and canf:pbe resy nsibleg enough t‘; be | ¥F*¥ nmbnb TRNWN DODIN WY XYY NMOND DIPY NOY M X 1NN
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with his men. That is more shameful than some "primitive form of idol- sk ok 5k nnsYY -nb\m AR TN PRI DOWN Y0 OTNA NN
worship" that occurred thousands of years ago!"
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When Moshe Rabbeinu learned of the terrible sin that the Jewish KKk | The city of Prague in the mid-1800's was host to many dignitaries, and
‘people were committing, dancing and bowing to the Golden Calf, he ' | when Empress Maria Theresa, the ruler of the Austrian Empire, came to
‘really wanted to remain in Heaven, rather than return to the people. | %% | the city for a state visit, she was honored with a gala reception. Amidst the

G . h . . . during the dinn nor, Jewish
- | Hashem then commanded him “Go get down for your people have dealt : festivities during the dinner in her honor, was a troupe of young
corruptly”. If so, why didn't Moshe break the two Juchos immediately * >l£* youths featured in a dance performance, filled with colorful and elaborate
when he heard of the sin, why did he wait until he actually came down? | o o o costumes. The Rov of the Prague commumty',' the famous author of the
R' Aharon Lewin ZT"L, in his sefer Hadrash V'haiyun, writes that . Noda B'yehuda, R' Yechezkel Landau ZT L, was required to attend the

we find a mesmerizing explanation for this posuk in the medrash. When | s s 5 reception in honor of the Empress, as befitting the head of the Jewish

Hashem told Moshe to go down, “For your people have dealt corruptly”, - | community.
Moshe's response was, "If I do not see it, I do not believe it!" Thus, the %ok ok Amongst the many dignitaries and heads of state in attendance, was a
posuk later states, "When he drew near the camp and saw the calf and the General Brockman, a high official in the government and a well known
' dances, etc, he threw down the tablets from his hand”. Moshe refused to | ¥ %% and ardent anti-semite. He was known to persecute any Jew he came
accept the reports and consequently break the Juchos, untll he actually across, including those who enlisted in the army and would not Pass up -
| saw the idolatry with his very own eyes. t 3 * % | any chance he had to cause trouble for them. However, he wasn't much of
From here we can learn a great lesson about the severity of one who an officer and his reputation of inadequacy was no secret, not just among

testifies to what one has not actually seen. Of course, Moshe Rabbeinu | * * * the government officials but even throughout the land and amongst the

| believed what Hashem had told him. He was just showing respect to Brei | 4 * % peasants. It was even rumored that he had once lost an important battle

* | Yisroel, and although one might hear something from a trusted person,he | | _because i of being at his command post and leading his troops into -
*~ | must notaccept his word definitively lmiess he has seen it himself. - : ,jbattle asa general should, he was found to be mduigmg in dmnken revelry
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