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The Mishna in Mesechtas Gittin discusses the meaning of 12T Ty -
unseemly thing, in different ways. Bais Hillel says, that divorce is
permitted "even if she burns his soup." Rabbi Akiva, whose devotion and
gratitude to his wife is legendary, says that "even if he finds a nicer
woman." It is most difficult to understand the Mishna. How do Bais
Hillel, those who speak of loving peace and pursuing peace, say that one
may get divorced over burnt soup? Rabbi Akiva once pointed to his wife
in front of 24,000 students and announced, "Whatever I have and
whatever you have, it is all due to her." How could he say that one could
get divorced if he found a more lovely woman? It seems preposterous!

R' Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT"L explains the Mishna in an amazing
fashion; It is giving us a sign, when a marriage is in disrepair. If a man
tastes burnt soup that his loving wife cooked and he is repulsed, then he
is missing the love that the Torah requires. Rabbi Akiva, who was
separated from his wife for 24 years while he studied Torah, declared
that if a man finds a woman whom he thinks is better, then his marriage
needs scrutiny! The reason being, that a person must think that there is
nothing tastier than what his wife prepared, and that there is no one more
beautiful than the woman he married!
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R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
"The most critical preparations for the Days of Awe involve the
seemingly "minor" transgressions, for which we will be asked, 'These
were so easy to avoid - how did you still manage to make the mistake?' "

The Sefer Hachinuch writes:
"The issur of "y 7N MNwa vINn XY extends to humans as well.
Causing incompatible people to work together is absolutely prohibited!"

R' Joseph B. Soloveitchik ZT"L would say:

"It is a desecration of G-d's Name when Amalek flourishes at the
expense of the Jewish people. As long as G-d's Name can be desecrated
in this manner, it is not complete."
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windows and was clearly heard by the congregants. As usual, Shloime's
voice was prominently distinguishable above all the others.

One of the worshipers decided to go out and quiet down the children.
He saw the Rabbi's son and approached him. "Shloimele, do you think
this is really proper or appropriate?" he chided him. "Your father is right
now inside the beis medrash, broken-hearted and weeping, pouring out
his heart in front of the entire congregation, while you are out here
carefree and joyous, yelling and screaming at the top of your lungs.
Where's the Derech Eretz?"

The young boy barely missed a beat. With an irreverant nonchalance,
he responded, "Why shouldn't my father cry? After all, you see, he has a
son like me. But me, on the other hand, I have every reason to be happy
and joyous - just look at what kind of great father I have!"
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The Torah instructs us: "You shall not see the ox or sheep of your
brother cast off and hide yourself from them, you shall surely return them
... you may not hide yourself." Why are these posukim repeated? What is
added by the last phrase, "You may not hide yourself"?

R' Avrohom Shaag ZT"L explains: Even a person who was born
with negative character traits can acquire good traits in their place. This
is done by behaving in a way which is contrary to one's natural
tendencies. For example, if one is disposed to hate another person, one
can conquer those feelings by going out of one's way to do kindness for
that person. Chazal learn from the posuk, "You shall surely return them
to your brother" that you must return a lost object even if its owner has
already lost it, and you have already returned it even one hundred times.
If you perform this act of kindness repeatedly, than "You may not hide
yourself" - it will not be possible. Instead, it will become natural to do a
kindness for the person that you once hated.

Particularly in this month of Elul, when the shofar is blown throughout
the land to awaken us to return to Hashem, we must remove the hatred of
others from our hearts, eradicate lashon hara, and cease other infractions
that we commit against our fellow men. Maybe, just maybe, by the time
Yom Kippur has passed, the good behavior that we adopt during Elul will
have become second nature.
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Chazal tell us that in Yerushalayim during the times of the Beis
Hamikdosh, there was no such thing as a 7 9N ya - stubborn and
rebellious son. Due to the Korbonos that were brought, there was so
much meat to be eaten and so much wine to be drunk, that although he
learned to eat enormous portions of meat and drink huge amounts of
wine, this trait of gluttony was not blamed on him.

The story is told over about R' Shloime Schreiber ZT"L, the wise
and pious son of R' Shimon Schreiber ZT"L, who as a youth, was
widely known for his reckless exploits and his prominent share of
Juvenile wildness. It happened once, that his father, R' Shimon, was in
the process of delivering a long-winded drasha in which he bewailed his
own shortcomings and that of the populace, in the study of Torah and the
lack of observance of mitzvos. He became extremely emotional and wept
loudly and openly about his perceived dereliction in serving Hashem.
The congregation, too, was swept up in the emotion of the sermon and a
general feeling of feshuva overcame the beis medrash.

While all this was going on inside the shul, the Rabbi's son Shloime,
was romping around in the courtyard of the shul, having a grand old
time, singing and playing with characteristic childhood abandon. The
sounds of children's yells and games eventually wafted through the open
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