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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah - continued
Acceptingand Giving Tzedakah to Non-Observant Jews
Introduction (to this and many other halachos) One who
does aveiros (sins) constantly, is called by Chazal a "y -
“rebel.” He is still a Jew in halachah and therefore if he
marries a Jewish lady, it is a valid marriage. Yet, in some
select areas of halachah, he gets certain stringencies like
those of a non-Jew and forfeits certain rights that observant
Jews have. There is also a concept in the gemara ) of pywn”
"DM0N P2 NIV - “A young child captured (and brought
up) among Gentiles.” Since this came about through no
fault of his own, he maintains all the privileges of a Jew.
Even though some Rishonim say that this leniency only
applies to one who is literally taken away from his Jewish
roots when he was young and never had a chance to
observe Torah life, however, the Rambam () holds that any
person that had a non-Torah education is also regarded as a
naww pwn. This would be a big leniency for most of our
non-observant Jewish brothers and sisters who never
merited a Torah-true education. The Acharonim rule like
this Rambam in many areas of halachah 3.

Accepting Tzedakah from a Non-Observant Jew It is

WYRT NEon) A karmrene

in this case. There is no Chilul Hashem in accepting from a
non-religious Jew, and giving him merits will not lengthen
the exile. This is true both for an individual or for a charitable
organization. For a shul, however, the Rem”a rules () that
one should not accept from a 921, yet, the custom is to rely
on the opinion of the Mabi”’t ¢) who permits accepting from
such a person even for a shul. (Some scrupulous institutions
will not accept any money that might have been earmned
through naw 52N, but this is not a halachic requirement.)
Giving Tzedakah to a Non-Observant Jew Even though
real oM are not entitled to receive charity ), yet, as
explained in our introduction, most of our non-observant
brothers and sisters are regarded as "avsw mpwn” and are
therefore still entitled to receive tzedakah. Since this does not
necessarily apply to all non-religious Jews, because many
have deviated from their Torah-true education, 9", when in
doubt one should consult a Rov.

One should not give tzedakah to organizations that
blatantly spread anti-7orah ideals . In many cities, there are
federations that support Torah institutions and also organiza-
tions that oppose Torah ideals. In certain communities,
Rabbonim have ruled that one may and should participate in
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permitted to accept charity from a v (rebel) who is not  giving to these federations because if there is a low Orthodox
religious @. The reason for not accepting charity from a participation, their institutions may suffer even more.

non-Jew, as mentionedin last week’s column, will not apply WEERXLY CHIZUX # 54

Avrohom Avinu excelled in ©nx noaon. The Menoras Hamaor
says that this mxn is the highest of all charities because one sacri-
fices his privacy and portions of food for the sake of another Jew.
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R’ Elchonon Wasserman ZT”L HY”’D would say:

“In bygone times, the leaders of the community were required to be endowed with Torah and Fear of
Heaven, in addition to being wise. In the era before Moshiach, however, anyone who possesses an adequate
amount of shamelessness can be crowned with the title ‘Gadol.” The greater the chutzpah, the more he will
be considered reliable. Thus, the main prerequisite for being a leader is impudence.”

R’ Yonason Eibeschutz ZT”’L would say:

“Avrohom Avinu compared himself to 98 19y - ‘dust and ashes’. Dust has no past but can point with
pride to its future when seeds will be planted in it and it will yield fruit. Ashes have no future, but may be
boastful of its past as a fiery flame which brought warmth to the world. In his great humility, Avrohom
considered his past worthless like dust, and his future without any real value, just like ashes.”

R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT”’L would say:
“Hashem’s love for every Jew is greater than the love of elderly parents for an only child born in their later years.”
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An amazing story is told about a man who suffered from crushing afflictions. He endured numerous
physical ailments and it was a wonder that he managed to survive at all, with all the terrible maladies that he
had contracted. R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ZT"L, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Eitz Chaim, once came to visit
the sick man and for a long time, R’ Isser Zalman sat quietly by the man’s bed, just like the companions of
Iyov did when he was in the midst of his fiercest afflictions, unsure of how to begin. What could he say to
buoy the man’s spirits, what words of cheer could he bring to this unfortunate man?

Finally, he told him, “Reb Yid, you should never give up hope. Hashem's salvation can come at any
moment and there is certainly no reason to allow your trust in Him to weaken.”

The man strained in his bed and finally answered R’ Isser Zalman. “Rebbi, if you’re trying to tell me to
rejoice in my afflictions, you’re wasting your breath. The reason is because I’ve never stopped rejoicing in
my tribulations for one moment, even when they were as strong and as fearful as could possibly be. My
happiness is not because I believe that a better future awaits me or that Hashem’s salvation will come at any
moment. No, of course not, because this is something that I already know. So what am I happy about? I'll tell
you.” With this, the man prepared to tell his tale.

“I once heard a story about an individual who became mixed up in criminal activities. Of course, he
eventually was caught by the authorities and convicted of a serious crime against the regime. He was
sentenced to many years in prison, and was unlikely to taste freedom for a long time to come.”

The sick man looked at R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer and asked, “Rebbi, do you know what this man’s reaction
was? A smile of total relief came over his face!” The sick man, too, attempted to smile. “This man had been
caught committing a very serious crime for which the normal punishment was a life sentence of backbreaking
labor in Siberia. Almost nothing could be as devastating as serving out such an interminable term, so a long
jail sentence came as a wonderful surprise for him. He was actually happy that it wasn’t any worse!”

Without even the hint of a groan, the man shifted in his sick-bed. “Do you understand, Rebbi? Anyone who
suffers in this world can compare himself to that prisoner. Everything is a test from the Ribono Shel Olam and
any suffering one has to bear is a priceless opportunity to avoid the unendurable misery he would otherwise
have in the next world. The Ramban says that what awaits us there is so horrible that even one moment is
worse than 70 years of suffering like Iyov’s. If so, surely there can be no greater joy than to exchange
punishment in the World to Come for a relatively light and short punishment in this world. So why should
you need to bolster my morale?”

As he repeated this story, the Ponovezher Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach ZT”L cried
and said, “We too have to feel joy in our trials and tribulations and bear them with love. We must know that
Hashem tests us and punishes us out of love, just as a father punishes his son for the son’s ultimate benefit.”
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Ywn: When a distinguished member of the Agudas and gave everyone a much needed spiritual boost,
HaRabbonim in New York passed away a good Zev became very excited. Unable to restrain himself
number of years ago, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ any longer, he said with great fervor, “Lubavitcher
Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”L paid a Rebbe,]am afraid that I am becoming your Chasid!”
surprise Shiva call to the family of the deceased. No The Rebbe looked at him with clear blue eyes, and
one knew that he was coming and when he entered answered with a smile: “Why are you afraid? Why do
the home, a great tumult erupted as everyone pushed it out of fear, when you can do it out of love?”
and jostled to get a glimpse of the Rebbe. w3 Hashem tested Avrohom to see if he had a true
Among the people sitting there at the time, was a Fear of Heaven - "opY~x N". But in fact, Avrohom
high-ranking member of the Mizrachi movement, a followed the commands of the Almighty not so much
self-important man by the name of Zev Gold. He had out of fear as he did out of a genuine love for his
never met the Rebbe before, but as he spoke words of ~Creator. One can only do so much when forced into it
comfort, words that raised the spirits of the bereaved - when he does it out of love, the sky’s the limit!
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The Medrash at the end of Parshas Lech Lecha
describes Avrohom Avinu’s conversation with the
Almighty, when Hashem came to visit him. “Before |
became circumcised,” Avrohom said, “travelers used
to visit me all the time; now that I am circumcised,
perhaps they will no longer visit me?” This was
Avrohom’s fear concerning the mitzvah of Bris
Milah. He felt that this commandment would cause a
complete rift between himself and society. People
would accuse him of being subhuman, of mutilation,
and he would no longer be able to influence and
convert others to his way of life.

Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT”’L, points
out that indeed, Avrohom’s pessimistic prediction
was confirmed. In an historical sense, the break
between Judaism and the newer religion of
Christianity which evolved from it, was partly due to
the fact that the gentiles refused to circumcise
themselves. Throughout history, many more women
converted to Judaism than men, simply because they
did not have to face that prerequisite of circumcision,
which they considered a form of mutilation. In fact,
if not for circumcision, perhaps a much larger
population of Western Europe would be Jewish.

When Avrohom Avinu subjected himself to the
mitzvah of milah, his popularity dropped. Nobody
knocked on his door. Nobody; except Hashem: “And
Hashem appeared to him by the plains of Mamre.”
This posuk conveys the essence of what is to become
the destiny of the Jew within the community of
nations. As Jews, we pay the price of loneliness and
isolation - all we have is the Almighty, Hashem, to
come to our aid and stand by us!.

Rabbeinu Bechaye quotes the famous words of
Chazal that "owN" stands for "(N»Y) MY ,MNY ,NMIN" -
“Eating, drinking and accompaniment (or sleeping).”
Thus, Avrohom’s excellence in the quality of chessed
and Hachnosas Orchim - welcoming guests, was
manifest in the Aishel “tree” that he planted. It is a
lesson for every Jew to know that just as our
forefather gave every guest to eat, drink and rest, so
too, must we strive to emulate his ways by
performing chessed the way he did. Furthermore, the
use of the word "yo»' - “And he planted,” is found in
connection with the creation of Gan Eden, as the
posuk states: "T¥2 Y DPON N YO - “And Hashem the
Lord planted a garden in Eden.” This, too, imparts
an important message: If one will strive to implant
these qualities of chessed and kindness in order to
accomplish them in the best manner possible, he is
assured thathe will merit to enter Gan Eden - Paradise.

R’ Aharel’e Roth ZT”’L (Toldos Aharon Rebbe)
derives another beautiful lesson from these words:
The posuk does not say Avrohom built (y2») or
erected (Op") an Aishel in Beer Sheva, as we find so
commonly in other places. Rather "yv»' - Avrohom
“planted” this concept of "S>WN" of ultimate chessed -
™2 ,NY NN - into the everlasting consciousness
of Bnei Yisroel. Jews excel in the middah of chessed
because it is something that is inborn within us from
when Avrohom Avinu implanted it into the Jewish
psyche. In this merit, "n owa ow X" - Avrohom
called out and beseeched Hashem, that "9-NX" - the
Divine Middah of Chessed, "©5" - should be
everlasting and never-ending for his descendants till
the end of time.
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The word "oy in Hebrew has two meanings. The first is “fest” or

“trial.” We are presented with a

challenge. When we overcome it, we demonstrate that we possess a certain quality or ability. The word "y»©)"

also connotes “elevation,”

as we see from the posuk (-5 MmnNY) "DONN MO NIyaY" -

“in order to make you

great.” The word "mv)’, Rashi explains, is related to the word "pY", a banner raised up high. Writes R’ Moshe

Wolfson Shlit’a, in fact, both these meanings -

“test” and “elevation” - are just two aspects of the same thing.

The purpose of a test is to raise a person to a higher level. Avrohom Avinu underwent a long series of tests,
ten in all. Each new test raised him to a higher level, and thus each nisayon had to be more challenging than
the previous ones. So too, when Hashem gives a nisayon to a person, whether through physical affliction or
spiritual and/or intellectual anxiety, it is in order to raise the person to a new and higher spiritual level.




