
ä"ò äîìù íäøáà 'ø úá ìçø àùéø åúéòøå ì"æ 'éáåè 'ø ïá øúìà ìàåîù óñåé íäøáà 'ø úîùð éåìéòì  Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

-  Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Chag HaShavuos - åðéúøåú ïúî ïîæ / úåòåáùä âç
  June 2 - 3, 2006 -  -  -  - å"ñùú ïåéñ 'æ - 'å     

    *   *   *   *   *   ïéìéùáú áåøéò   *   *   *   *   *

8:05 - 'á ìéì / úåøð ú÷ìãä       (Monsey, NY)        8:05 - 'à ìéì / úåøð ú÷ìãä                   
8:24 -  è"åéã 'á íåé ìù äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~       5:26 -   'à íåé ìù äîçä õðä                
9:14 -  è"åéöåî / íéáëåëä úàö       ~~~~~~         8:34 - íéîé 'á / à"î / ù"ø÷æñ             
9:36 -    íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö         ~~~~~        9:10 -  íéîé 'á / à"øâä / ù"ø÷æñ          

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

LIVING IN YESHIVAH (26) - CHAG SHAVUOS

     On the night of Shavuos, the custom is to stay up all 

night learning Torah or saying Tikkun Leil Shavuos. 

Many congregations learn special sections of Tanach and 

Mishnayos, etc., which were instituted by the Mekubalim 

especially for the night of Shavuos (1). Others learn 

gemara, or their regular Torah schedule, in depth, while 

some simply recite the Tanach part, which is the main 

aspect of Tikkun Leil Shavuos, leaving over time for other 

in-depth learning. (R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 

ZT"L and the Steipler Gaon ZT"L were known to say 

Tikkun Leil Shavuos, whereas other gedolim held the 

custom to learn gemara.) A bochur studying in Yeshivah 

should follow his family's custom (if they have one) as 

long as the hanhala of the Yeshivah does not mind, or he 

may choose one of the ways mentioned, as long as he 

does not resort to íéìèá íéøáã - Idle talk.

    When a Yom Tov falls out (first or second day) on a 

Friday, one is permitted to make preparations for Shabbos 

on Friday, only if he made an Eruv Tavshilin (2). On 

Shavuos, when students generally stay in Yeshivah for 

Yom Tov and eat together like one big family, a single 

student or Jewish member of the kitchen staff should 

make the Eruv Tavshilin from the yeshivah's food, on 

behalf of the student body. Note: The Eruv Tavshilin 

fhhfh

made by a Rosh Yeshivah for his own household, does not 

automatically permit the student body (3). 

QUESTION: In a Yeshivah dining hall, a Friday night 

meal can be delayed significantly if the many dishes and 

silverware can only be washed after Shabbos begins. Is it 

permissable to wash them on Friday afternoon, relying on 

the Eruv Tavshilin, just like with cooking?

ANSWER: Washing dishes is a bona-fide êøåö - 

requirement, for a future meal, and even in a small house- 

kitchen, one is permitted to wash dishes for the Friday 

night meal (4), even using hot running water, which may 

not be turned on on Shabbos (5).

QUESTION: Through the concept of Eruv Tavshilin, 

may students clean up a messy Beis Medrash on Friday, 

for the upcoming Shabbos?

ANSWER: The poskim disagree about if making 

preparations for Shabbos (non-food preparation) requires 

and/or is permitted with an Eruv Tavshilin. Many do not 

even require an Eruv at all, and some hold that since the 

work is not a food-related preparation, an Eruv Tavshilin 

does not help to permit it. One who is lenient has upon 

whom to rely, although one can have in mind that he is 

cleaning the Beis Medrash before Shabbos in honor of 

the Torah learning and davening that will take place there 

(ùøãîä úéá ãåáë). Then it is surely permitted (6). .'ä åðòéùåé úåáà úåëæáù àéä åðéúåìôú ìëù ,ùåøéô
 ë"ë ò"à éðà äàåø - "íéøää ìà éðéò àùà" ë"àå
 ,íäéìà éðéò àùéì êøèöàù ãò éúåáà éùòîî ÷åçø
 ú"éùä úáäà íâå íäî ÷åçø éðà - "éøæò àåáé ïéàî"
 íéîù äùåò 'ä íòî éøæò" .éðîî äøúñð úåáàäì
 î"î ,äæî äæ íé÷åçø ë"ë õøàå íéîùù óà - "õøàå
 åðì äàøéù åðì íâ øåæòé ë"åîëå ,ãçé íúåà 'ä àøá
.íéùåã÷ä åðéúåáà äùòîì íéîçøá åðúåà áø÷éå åúáäà

 'ä ïúéå äéìà àáéå äùàì åì éäúå úåø úà æòåá ç÷éå
(âé-ã úåø úìéâî) 'åâå ïá ãìúå ïåéøä äì

 äð÷ù øçà ãéîù ,æòåá ìù åøùåé òéãåî áåúëä äðä      
 é"ò úåø úà ùéã÷ä ,íòäå íéð÷æä éðôá äãùä úà
 ì"æçàå .äîò ãçééúð åéøçàù äìéìáå ïéùåãé÷å äôåç
 'úë àìå "ïá ãìúå" 'úëãîë ,æòåá úî äìéì åúåàáù

 ."æòåáì ïá ãìúå"
 æéøæ úåéäì íãàä êéøö äîë ãò ãåîìì øùôà ïàëîå    
 ìàåîù ø"øäåîë éãøôñä íëçä áúë ,äåöî äùòîá
 äéä åìéà éøäù ,ìàåîù úøâà 'ñá ,ì"öæ äãéæåà éã
 ìù ùøåùä ãìåð äéä àì ,ãçà íåé åìéôà ääúùî æòåá

 ééé øå÷îå ãåã úéá úåëìî

(úåîã÷à) 'åâå àúéøåà ïì øñîå ïá éòøúàå éáö
 íäéìò ä"á÷ä äôëù ãîìî :(.çô úáù) 'îâá àúéà    
 úà íéìá÷î íúà íà íäì øîàå ,úéâéâë øää úà
 ,ò"öå .ë"ò íëúøåá÷ àäú íù åàì íàå .áèåî äøåúä
 - íäéìò "äôë" ììëá äîìå ?úéâéâë íäéìò äôë äîì

?øää íäéìò "äìòä" àìå ,éìëä úà åéìò äôåë 'ìî
 ñåîéðåì÷ ä"åî ÷"äøä ø"åîãàä øéáñî àìà    
 é"ôò ,ùãå÷ ùà 'ñá ,ã"éä ì"öæ àðöòñàéôî ùéîì÷
 ìàøùé - "øää ãâð ìàøùé íù ïçéå" :÷"äåæá 'úëãî
 à÷åã "äôë" 'úë ïëáå .ä"ò åðéáà á÷òé åðééäã ,àáñ
 äèîì íéëùîð øää úåðôãù ïåéë ,à÷åã "úéâéâë"å
 úà íéìá÷î íúà íà" ,ïëìå ,úëôåäî úéâéâë íäéìò
 íúåëæå íëéúåáà éùòî åøàùé àìù äæ ïôåàá "äøåúä
 íëì êùîðä úéâéâë ÷ø àìà ,íëî äìòîì øùà øäë
 íðîà ."áèåî" æ"øä ,íëéúåáà éùòîì íëéùòî åòéâéå
 èøôáå úåáàä éùòîì äîåã äæ ïôåàá åìá÷ú àì íà

."íëúøåá÷ àäú íù" ,àáñ ìàøùé éùòîì
 ,"éøæò àåáé ïéàî íéøää ìà éðéò àùà" 'úëãî åäæå    
 ã"î àðéðç øá àçà áø ùøã :(.àô ïéøãäðñ) 'îâä é"ôò
 .ù"ééò åéúåáà úåëæá ìëà àìù - "ìëà àì íéøää ìà"

  úåáà úåëæáù àéä åðéúåìôú ìëù ,ùåøéô
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â:çë÷ú úåáåùú é÷ñô (6) äë:á ç"åà äãåäéá òãåð ïééò (5) â:â÷ú áøä êåøò ïçìù (4) ãì:åë÷ú äøåøá äðùî (3) áåøéò úåùòì êéà åë÷ú ç"åà ïééò (2) æ:ãöú íééçä óë (1))

R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L (Kedushas Levi) would say:

    "Shavuos is the only Biblical festival in connection with which the Torah does not command that a 

Korban Chatos - sin offering, be brought. For on Shavuos, the day on which the Torah was received, 

every Jew is in the category of a convert, who is considered to be 'a young child who is just born.' Just as 

a newborn infant is without sin, so too are the Jewish people without sin on Shavuos."

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT"L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

   "Why was the Torah given on a mountain? The difference between level ground and a mountain is not 

qualitative; both are made of dust and earth. A mountain is just more of that earth collected and heaped 

up into a larger mass. The fact that the Torah was given on a mountain teaches us that a Jew's purpose in 

life is to take that earth-physical matter, elevate it, and transform it into holiness." 

A Wise Man would say:

    "Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them."
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    R' Tzvi Hirsh couldn't help beaming with pride from his son's well-reasoned words. The three scholars 

learned the two mesechtos in record speed - finishing close to 200 blatt - until forty-nine days later, they 

celebrated both the holiday of Shavuos and the successful completion of their studies. ***

***

***

éìò åðéîé ìö éë òãð àìå åðçðà ìåîú éë" øîàð æ"òå    
 íä ìáä äî øàúî øøåùîä éë .(è-ç áåéà) "õøà
 .øá÷á øçîå ïàë íåéä íéùðà äáøä åðéàø éë ,íééçä
 ãò" àìà íééçá åðìù íéîé úåðîì åðì ïéà ,ë"àå
 éë íòèäå .åá åðééä øáëå øáò øáëù íåé àéäù ,"ìåîú
 óåò ìöë ,øáåò ìöë àìà åðà ïéà - "õøà éìò åðéîé ìö"
 ,äåöîá æøãæðå æòåá õéîçä àì ,àîòè éàäîå .çøåôä

.ãåã úéá úåëìî íé÷äì äëæ óåñáìå

 'úëã äî åðééäå .çéùîä øåà øå÷îå ãåã úéá úåëìî
 úåùòì úò" ,øîåìë - "êéúøåú åøôä 'äì úåùòì úò"
 ùé ïééãòù íéøîåàå äåöîä íåé÷ íéçåãù åìà - "'äì
 íéùðà íúåà - "êéúøåú åøôä" ,äîéé÷ì úåäù íäì
 åìéà éë .äøåúä åîéé÷ àìå úåöîá úåìùøúä éãéì åàáé
 úà äçåãå úö÷ ìùøúî ,åøåãá ìåãâ äéäù ,æòåá äéä
 úî äéäå ìàåâ åì úáùåî äéä ,ãçà ìéì åìéôà äåöîä

.íéðá àìá

   Just like by every other Yom Tov, on Shavuos we 

have a àîåéã à÷éôñ - conflict of days, which 

requires us to keep two days of Yom Tov (in ì"åç). 

But since we count exactly fifty days from Pesach, 

what is the conflict; we know exactly what day 

Shavuos falls out from year to year?

    Explains the Mattersdorfer Rov, R' Shmuel 

Ehrenfeld ZT"L, the purpose of the extra day is 

to thwart the nefarious designs of the Tzaddukim 

who falsely proclaim that Shavuos must always fall 

out on a Sunday, based on the posuk: "From the 

day after Shabbos (Pesach) count 50 days." Thus, 

in the actual event that Yom Tov does indeed fall 

out on a Sunday, we keep an extra day - ÷ôñî - to 

distance ourselves from their false interpretation.  

  (æè-ë åøúé) 'åâå úåîð ïô íé÷ìà åðîò øáãé ìàå
    When Klal Yisroel stood at Har Sinai and heard 

the Voice of Hashem, they begged for Moshe to 

speak to them instead, for fear that they would not 

be able to withstand the awesome power of G-d, 

and would die from fear. How could the äòã øåã - 

enlightened generation, a group of people so holy 

and elevated, have elected to bypass a chance to 

speak directly with G-d - even if it meant death - 

but rather hear His words through a mortal man?

  The people made a calculated decision, writes the 

great Ropshitzer Rebbe, R' Naftoli Tzvi ZT"L; 

they could stand at the mountain and bask in the G-

dly aura of Hashem's Voice, drawing themselves 

closer to His divine spirituality than any human can 

ever be, thus forfeiting their earthly existence in the 

process; or, they can choose to hear the Torah and 

commandments from the mouth of Moshe, which 

would allow them to live in fulfillment of those 

mitzvos. They chose to live, with a sincere resolu-

tion to dedicate their lives for one purpose alone: 

gg

learning Torah and performing mitzvos to perfection
bringing çåø úçð - pure pleasure, to their Creator!

 (áö-èé÷ íéìäú) ééðòá éúãáà æà éòùòù êúøåú éìåì
  Stories abound about the greatness of our gedolim 

and their attitude toward toil & diligence in Torah 

learning. Here are just a few delectable samples:

   The boat on which R' Chaim Shmuelevitz 

ZT"L journeyed from Shanghai to America after 

WWII, was crammed end to end with refugees. R' 

Chaim, however, took no notice and totally engro-

ssed himself in one of the most complex Talmudic 

seforim - Shev Shmaitsa. At one point, a fellow 

traveler wondered about the body of land they were 

passing and asked out loud, "Where are we now?"

    R' Chaim replied quickly, "In the third perek!"

    A promising student in Yeshiva Porat Yosef was 

forced to leave due to parental pressure. When the 

Rosh Yeshiva, R' Ezra Attia ZT"L went to speak 

to the boy's father, he was told, "I need another 

worker but my budget does not permit me to hire 

one. I have no choice but to employ my son."

   R' Ezra quickly removed his coat, picked up an 

apron and put it on. "Let the boy learn. I will work 

for you for free!" The stunned father apologized 

and allowed his son to continue in the Yeshivah.

   A father of one of the yungeleit in the Ponevezh 

Kollel once approached R' Elazar Menachem 

Mann Shach ZT"L and asked whether he should 

close his business and devote himself totally to 

Torah study. The Rosh Yeshivah answered, "No, 

you should continue in business and support your 

children who learn Torah: 'øùåàî äéëîúå' - 'those 

who support it are fortunate.' Your son has an 

obligation to devote himself to Torah, while you 

have the great merit of supporting him and making 

it possible for him to do so."
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     Two of our most renowned gedolim of the past few centuries, the Rebbe R' Shmelke ZT"L of 

Nikolsburg (Divrei Shmuel) and R' Pinchos ZT"L of Frankfurt (Baal Hafla'ah) were brothers, sons 

of the Tchortkover Rebbe, R' Tzvi Hirsh Halevi Horowitz ZT"L. Even as small children they were 

known as prodigies and their father was forced to assume the duty of teaching them Torah. It was a 

challenging job and he taught them as quickly as their brilliant minds could absorb. When they were both 

well below ten years of age, they were already learning Gemara with several commentaries. 

    As part of their study schedule, father and sons would learn together the laws which pertained to the 

next approaching holiday. Thus, when the holiday of Chanukah ended, their father began the study of 

Meseches Megilla. Having completed it by Purim, they began learning the areas of Meseches Pesachim 

dealing with the laws of Pesach, which they finished right on target; the day before Pesach. At this point, 

Shmelke, the elder of the two boys said to his father, "Tatte, we must begin learning Meseches Shavuos if 

we want to finish it by the time the Yom Tov of Shavuos comes along." 

    Their father smiled tenderly. "Shmelke, Meseches Shavuos does not deal with Chag HaShavuos."

    "I know, father," replied young Shmelke, "it deals with the laws of oaths; but I have a reason why we 

should study it now. On that first Shavuos, when Bnei Yisroel was all gathered at Har Sinai, the Jews 

took a binding oath to keep the mitzvos of the Torah, and that oath has been in effect ever since. I want to 

learn the laws of oaths so I can understand how important it is to keep a promise and how serious it is to 

break one. In fact, there are forty-nine blatt (double pages) in Meseches Shavuos and forty-nine days 

between Pesach and Shavuos. If we learn one blatt every day, we will finish in time for Yom Tov." 

   R' Tzvi Hirsh was pleased by his son's erudite reasoning and he happily agreed to learn according to 

this suggestion. They studied intensely and when Lag B'omer arrived, they even reached a daf which 

mentions a halachah in the name of Rabi Shimon bar Yochai. By Shavuos, they had finished entirely. 

    The following year when Pesach arrived, R' Tzvi Hirsh asked his sons what they wished to learn in 

preparation for the holiday of Shavuos. This time the younger child, Pinchos, answered: "I think we 

should learn Kesubos (marriage contracts) and Kiddushin (the laws of marriages)." 

    The Tchortkover Rebbe was surprised. "What do these Mesechtos have to do with Shavuos?" 

    Now young Pinchos smiled. "By Kabbolas Hatorah, Hashem took the Jewish people to be His chosen 

people and said the words, 'I have betrothed you to Me forever.' He held Har Sinai over our heads like a 

marriage canopy. The holy words of the Torah were like our marriage contract, and He gave us a gift as 

well - äô ìòáù äøåú - Oral Torah. That is why I think we should learn the laws of marriage contracts and 

betrothals - so we will know that the 'wedding' of Klal Yisroel and the Ribono Shel Olam was a valid one 

and that both He and His people are obligated to fulfill all the points of the contract." 

   <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><> <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>


