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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN YESHIVAH (26) - CHAG SHAVUOS

On the night of Shavuos, the custom is to stay up all
night leaming Torah or saying Tikkun Leil Shavuos.
Many congregations learn special sections of Tanach and
Mishnayos, etc., which were instituted by the Mekubalim
especially for the night of Shavuos (). Others leamn
gemara, or their regular Torah schedule, in depth, while
some simply recite the Tanach part, which is the main
aspect of Tikkun Leil Shavuos, leaving over time for other
in-depth learning. (R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
ZT"L and the Steipler Gaon ZT''L were known to say
Tikkun Leil Shavuos, whereas other gedolim held the
custom to learn gemara.) A bochur studying in Yeshivah
should follow his family's custom (f they have one) as
long as the hanhala of the Yeshivah does not mind, or he
may choose one of the ways mentioned, as long as he
does not resort to @5V ©127 - Idle talk.

When a Yom Tov falls out (first or second day) on a
Friday, one is permitted to make preparations for Shabbos
on Friday, only if he made an Eruv Tavshilin 2. On
Shavuos, when students generally stay in Yeshivah for
Yom Tov and eat together like one big family, a single
student or Jewish member of the kitchen staff should
make the Eruv Tavshilin from the yeshivah's food, on
behalf of the student body. Note: The Eruv Tavshilin

madebya Rosh Yeshivah for his own household, does not
automatically permit the student body ).

QUESTION: In a Yeshivah dining hall, a Friday night
meal can be delayed significantly if the many dishes and
silverware can only be washed after Shabbos begins. Is it
permissable to wash them on Friday afternoon, relying on
the Eruv Tavshilin, just like with cooking?

ANSWER: Washing dishes is a bona-fide 708 -
requirement, for a future meal, and even in a small house-
kitchen, one is permitted to wash dishes for the Friday
night meal @), even using hot running water, which may
not be turned on on Shabbos ).

QUESTION: Through the concept of Eruv Tavshilin,
may students clean up a messy Beis Medrash on Friday,
for the upcoming Shabbos?

ANSWER: The poskim disagree about if making
preparations for Shabbos (non-food preparation) requires
and/or is permitted with an Eruv Tavshilin. Many do not
even require an Eruy at all, and some hold that since the
work is not a food-related preparation, an Eruv Tavshilin
does not help to permit it. One who is lenient has upon
whom to rely, although one can have in mind that he is
cleaning the Beis Medrash before Shabbos in honor of
the Torah learning and davening that will take place there
(v man 192 125). Then it is surely permitted ).
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R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT''L (Kedushas Levi) would say:

"Shavuos is the only Biblical festival in connection with which the Torah does not command that a
Korban Chatos - sin offering, be brought. For on Shavuos, the day on which the Torah was received,
every Jew is in the category of a convert, who is considered to be 'a young child who is just born." Just as
a newborn infant is without sin, so too are the Jewish people without sin on Shavuos."

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT''L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

"Why was the Torah given on a mountain? The difference between level ground and a mountain is not
qualitative; both are made of dust and earth. A mountain is just more of that earth collected and heaped
up into a larger mass. The fact that the Torah was given on a mountain teaches us that a Jew's purpose in
life is to take that earth-physical matter, elevate it, and transform it into holiness."

A Wise Man would say:

"Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them."
DEDICATED BY MR & MRS HESHY SCHLOSSER IN HONOR OF KLAL YISROEL & KABOLAS HATORAH
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R' Tzvi Hirsh couldn't help beaming with pride from his son's well-reasoned words. The three scholars
learned the two mesechtos in record speed - finishing close to 200 blatt - until forty-nine days later, they
celebrated both the holiday of Shavuos and the successful completion of their studies.

Just like by every other Yom Tov, on Shavuos we
have a N1 Np90 - conflict of days, which
requires us to keep two days of Yom Tov (in 9n).
But since we count exactly fifty days from Pesach,
what is the conflict; we know exactly what day
Shavuos falls out from year to year?

Explains the Mattersdorfer Rov, R' Shmuel
Ehrenfeld ZT'"L, the purpose of the extra day is
to thwart the nefarious designs of the Tzaddukim
who falsely proclaim that Shavuos must always fall
out on a Sunday, based on the posuk: "From the
day after Shabbos (Pesach) count 50 days." Thus,
in the actual event that Yom Tov does indeed fall
out on a Sunday, we keep an extra day - paon - to
distance ourselves from their false interpretation.

(Y0 -5 991) /999 5799 19 DIPIHN 1INIY 9317 HN)
When Klal Yisroel stood at Har Sinai and heard
the Voice of Hashem, they begged for Moshe to
speak to them instead, for fear that they would not
be able to withstand the awesome power of G-d,
and would die from fear. How could the nyT 97 -
enlightened generation, a group of people so holy
and elevated, have elected to bypass a chance to
speak directly with G-d - even if it meant death -

but rather hear His words through a mortal man?
The people made a calculated decision, writes the
great Ropshitzer Rebbe, R' Naftoli Tzvi ZT"L;
they could stand at the mountain and bask in the G-
dly aura of Hashem's Voice, drawing themselves
closer to His divine spirituality than any human can
ever be, thus forfeiting their earthly existence in the
process; or, they can choose to hear the Torah and
commandments from the mouth of Moshe, which
would allow them to live in fulfillment of those
mitzvos. They chose to live, with a sincere resolu-
tion to dedicate their lives for one purpose alone:

learning Torah and performing mitzvos to perfection
bringing M NNy - pure pleasure, to their Creator!

(28-V2p DYYNN) Y2 YNTAN IN FYYIY TNNN 'Y
Stories abound about the greatness of our gedolim
and their attitude toward toil & diligence in Torah
learning. Here are just a few delectable samples:
The boat on which R' Chaim Shmuelevitz
ZT"L journeyed from Shanghai to America after
WWII, was crammed end to end with refugees. R'
Chaim, however, took no notice and totally engro-
ssed himself in one of the most complex Talmudic
seforim - Shev Shmaitsa. At one point, a fellow
traveler wondered about the body of land they were
passing and asked out loud, "Where are we now?"

R' Chaim replied quickly, "In the third perek!"

A promising student in Yeshiva Porat Yosef was
forced to leave due to parental pressure. When the
Rosh Yeshiva, R' Ezra Attia ZT"'L went to speak
to the boy's father, he was told, "I need another
worker but my budget does not permit me to hire
one. [ have no choice but to employ my son."

R' Ezra quickly removed his coat, picked up an
apron and put it on. "Let the boy learn. I will work
for you for free!" The stunned father apologized
and allowed his son to continue in the Yeshivah.

A father of one of the yungeleit in the Ponevezh
Kollel once approached R' Elazar Menachem
Mann Shach ZT'L and asked whether he should
close his business and devote himself totally to
Torah study. The Rosh Yeshivah answered, "No,
you should continue in business and support your
children who learn Torah: v Rn MoNY - 'those
who support it are fortunate.’ Your son has an
obligation to devote himself to Torah, while you
have the great merit of supporting him and making
it possible for him to do so."
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Two of our most renowned gedolim of the past few centuries, the Rebbe R' Shmelke ZT"L of
Nikolsburg (Divrei Shmuel) and R' Pinchos ZT''L of Frankfurt (Baal Hafla'ah) were brothers, sons
of the Tchortkover Rebbe, R' Tzvi Hirsh Halevi Horowitz ZT'L. Even as small children they were
known as prodigies and their father was forced to assume the duty of teaching them Torah. It was a
challenging job and he taught them as quickly as their brilliant minds could absorb. When they were both
well below ten years of age, they were already learning Gemara with several commentaries.

As part of their study schedule, father and sons would learn together the laws which pertained to the
next approaching holiday. Thus, when the holiday of Chanukah ended, their father began the study of
Meseches Megilla. Having completed it by Purim, they began learning the areas of Meseches Pesachim
dealing with the laws of Pesach, which they finished right on target; the day before Pesach. At this point,
Shmelke, the elder of the two boys said to his father, "Tatte, we must begin learning Meseches Shavuos if
we want to finish it by the time the Yom Tov of Shavuos comes along."

Their father smiled tenderly. "Shmelke, Meseches Shavuos does not deal with Chag HaShavuos."

"I know, father," replied young Shmelke, "it deals with the laws of oaths; but I have a reason why we
should study it now. On that first Shavuos, when Bnei Yisroel was all gathered at Har Sinai, the Jews
took a binding oath to keep the mitzvos of the Torah, and that oath has been in effect ever since. I want to
learn the laws of oaths so I can understand how important it is to keep a promise and how serious it is to
break one. In fact, there are forty-nine blatt (double pages) in Meseches Shavuos and forty-nine days
between Pesach and Shavuos. If we learn one blatt every day, we will finish in time for Yom Tov."

R' Tzvi Hirsh was pleased by his son's erudite reasoning and he happily agreed to learn according to
this suggestion. They studied intensely and when Lag B'omer arrived, they even reached a daf which
mentions a halachah in the name of Rabi Shimon bar Yochai. By Shavuos, they had finished entirely.

The following year when Pesach arrived, R' Tzvi Hirsh asked his sons what they wished to learn in
preparation for the holiday of Shavuos. This time the younger child, Pinchos, answered: "I think we
should learn Kesubos (marriage contracts) and Kiddushin (the laws of marriages)."

The Tchortkover Rebbe was surprised. "What do these Mesechtos have to do with Shavuos?"

Now young Pinchos smiled. "By Kabbolas Hatorah, Hashem took the Jewish people to be His chosen
people and said the words, 'I have betrothed you to Me forever.' He held Har Sinai over our heads like a
marriage canopy. The holy words of the Torah were like our marriage contract, and He gave us a gift as
well - 19 5yaw NN - Oral Torah. That is why I think we should learn the laws of marriage contracts and
betrothals - so we will know that the 'wedding' of Klal Yisroel and the Ribono Shel Olam was a valid one
and that both He and His people are obligated to fulfill all the points of the contract."
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