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NRENGAT,  TPUPO
"B919 425 N o’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (98)
Torah Learning vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Kibbud Av V’em.
As mentioned previously, the mitzvah of Kibbud Av V’em can
often clash with the mitzvah of Talmud Torah and one must
know which takes priority in which situation. Last week we
quoted from the Pischei Teshuva (1) in the name of the Pri
Chodosh, who writes that one should give Kibbud Av V’em, a
Mitzvah D’Oraysa, priority over temporary breaks in learning
which he can get back to quickly, however, not over a

“permanent loss” of learning or loss in one’s level of learning.
Examples and Cases which are Relevant to Both Mitzvos.
Case 1: If a son wishes to attend (or switch to) a particular
Yeshivah because he has definite reasons and explanations why
it will provide him greater success in his 7orah learning - if his
father understands and agrees to his reasons but he has his own
(side) reasons why his son should not go to that Yeshivah
(distance, expense, extra security, etc.), the son is correct and
may go. In this case, though, the father is not obligated to pay the
extra expenses and tuition. A competent Rav should work it out.
Case 2: If a father and son disagree over which Yeshivah or
institution will allow him more success in learning, R> Moshe
Feinstein z¢”’1 rules o) that the son should listen to his father (as
long as the father clearly understands the issues) and go where
he wants. If this disagreement causes friction in the family, a
family Rav and/or Rebbi of the son should try to work it out
amicably and both sides should adhere to their advice/ruling.
Case 3: If a father needs his son nearby to help or assist him due
to old age, infirmity or illness, even though from the above-
quoted sources it seems that the son may go away to Yeshivah if
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he is secure in the knowledge that success in Torah learning will
occur in the far-away place, nevertheless, all efforts should be
made by the son to find a comparable learning situation (possibly
even if slightly less) in a Yeshivah nearby (3). His father’s request
should be given serious consideration.
Case 4: If a father asks his son to stop learning and help him
build or decorate a Sukkah, everyone agrees that the son should
stop and help his father @. This is called a “temporary loss.”
Note: In any scenario where one gives up his time for Torah
learning to help or honor his father or mother, he should not be
unhappy or feel bad about the learning he is missing. He is doing
the will of Hashem, which is the living experience of the Torah
he learns (mwy> 1n Sy 1Y), and Hashem will surely pay him
back by giving him more time to learn in the future, see the
words of Rabbeinu Bachya in Kad Hakemach ).
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“Heads up, it’s raining wheat kernels!” - Menachos daf 63b
Rav Zeira asks: May wheat kernels that fall from the clouds in the sky
be used to bake the onbn »nw for Shavuos? Tosfos leamns that these
wheat kernels fall from the sky through a miracle. The question is: what
beracha would one make on this bread? The Gemara (:-wa m>o3) tells
us that in the desert, the people bentched (ywan n>12) on the mann
like regular bread. But to recite "yaxn 2 ond »oxnn” on bread that
doesn’t come from the "y doesn't seem accurate? Rav Yehuda
HaChassid (0»1on 990) and the Rema M’Pano say the beracha
was "onvn y ono X8, Now, notice that Rav Zeira asked the
original question and the Gemara (x n>) tells us how Rava
shechted Rav Zeira and then brought him back to life on Purim.
Perhaps, while he was in ©nw he saw the wheat kernels!
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Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Simcha Bunim Alter z#”’l (Lev Simcha) would say:
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“9 NP WM WA » 1N DTN HNX OTO Ton MmN - The Yetzer Hara is always looking for ways to infiltrate one’s heart
and mind and cause him to go astray. The worst thing one can do is sell his soul to the Satan. We must learn from
Avraham Avinu to withstand this challenge. When the King of Sodom told him, ‘Give me your soul’ - it is precisely
what the Satan wants. He wants our souls. In exchange, he will offer, ‘the possessions take for yourself.” Avraham
refused and we must too! We cannot ‘sell out’ for the sake of money, for then the Satan will own our souls!”

Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢t”’I (Likutei Sichos) would say:

“I9YTX WITD INY 1 INNY N YT ITAY WN N NN ON - Hashem promised Avraham at the '©9n2an pa m2' (Covenant
Between the Parts) that He will punish the nations who enslaved us. In a similar vein, just as those Jews living during the
previous exiles in Egypt and Babylonia who put their faith in the nations and their kings for salvation were proven wrong,
so too will those who, in our present exile, think that we must rely on the nations of the world for our continued existence
and redemption. When Moshiach comes and Hashem judges all the nations, we will see that faith in them was misplaced.
At that time we will also ‘go out with great substance,’ the greatest riches of them all - the ultimate Redemption.”

A Wise Man would say:

“A lesson for life: when you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on!”
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A a function of his position, serving as the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel from 1993-2003, R’ Yisroel Meir Lau
shlit’a met with dozens of world leaders - including several American Presidents, the Queen of England, King Hussein,
two popes and even Fidel Castro of Cuba - and always articulated the importance of Torah, Judaism and the Land of
Israel. He is considered one of the world’s most influential and inspiring religious leaders.

On one occasion, he was invited to meet with the President of Egypt, Hosni Mubarak, in Cairo. The meeting went off as
planned and Rabbi Lau offered a few suggestions to foster more peaceful relations between Israel and Egypt. Toward the
end of their discussion, Mubarak made a request. He introduced it by saying that he himself was a secular person, but that
in Cairo lived the Grand Mufti of Egypt, Dr. Mohammed Tantawi, the most senior religious representative in the country
and president of Cairo’s Al-Azhar University. Mubarak voiced his sincere request that the Chief Rabbi of Israel meet with
Dr. Tantawi, the chief cleric of Egypt, and Rabbi Lau accepted. The meeting took place in the office of the president of
Al-Azhar University, in an old, dark building on campus. Al-Azhar is the educational institution for the imams, muftis, and
kadis (religious court judges) of the Sunni followers of Islam. The conversation lasted about an hour and a half.

When Rabbi Lau saw that dusk was falling, he remembered that he had promised to attend the afternoon and evening
services at the Shaarei Shamayim synagogue in Cairo, the only synagogue in Egypt that sometimes has a minyan. He knew
that the Jews were anticipating his arrival and apologized to Dr. Tantawi, also known as Sheikh Al-Azhar, that he needed to
leave. He thanked the sheikh for the warm conversation, and then, out of politeness, asked if he would be willing to pay the
rabbi a visit in Jerusalem. He promised to receive the sheikh with the same degree of respect that he was shown.

His answer was abrupt: “Only if my passport is stamped with the seal of a Palestinian state. I will not have my passport
stamped with the seal of the State of Israel.” Rabbi Lau was unwilling to let this extremist view pass, and pressed him. “Here
we have been talking about friendship and good neighborliness, so why does the stamp bother you? My passport has the
Egyptian stamp, and I am proud to have visited President Hosni Mubarak. Peace and understanding between us is welcome.”

But Sheikh Al-Azhar did not change his position. In his eyes, the Israelis had stolen Jerusalem from the Muslims and he
made his position known. “I have done a little ‘homework’ on you,” said Rabbi Lau, not letting it go unchallenged. “I know
you have a doctorate, and I found out that you wrote in your dissertation about Jews and Judaism in the Koran. So I conclude
that not only do you know Islam, but you know about Judaism as well. I also know something about Judaism, but I don’t
know much about Islam. So please permit me to ask, how many times is Jerusalem mentioned in the Koran? After all,
we’re talking about the holy city, Jerusalem. Islam’s fundamental text must surely make mention of such a holy city.”

The sheikh gave him a long, silent look. Rabbi Lau continued to press the point. “In our Bible (Tanach), the name
‘Jerusalem’ and its synonym ‘Zion’ appear not just once or twice, but 821 times. This proves the centrality of Jerusalem in
Jewish faith and consciousness. Jerusalem appears everywhere in the Bible, including in the times of the patriarch Abraham,
and in relation to almost every topic. The Bible repeatedly mentions that we must preserve access to the holy sites for
believers from all religions and nations. As Isaiah the Prophet says in chapter fifty six: ‘Even them I will bring to my holy
mountain ... for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.” But as for sovereignty and historical connection,
the number 821 teaches us something. So tell me,” he asked again, “How many times is Jerusalem mentioned in the Koran?”

Again the sheikh held his tongue. “Can I make a guess?” asked the rabbi, and the sheikh looked at him in silence. “Is the
answer ... zero?” Rabbi Lau looked at the sheikh’s deputy standing at his side and the man sheepishly nodded his head.

There was nothing more to discuss and with that unforgettable affirmation of the right of the Jewish people to their holy
city, Rabbi Lau left for the synagogue to recite the afternoon and evening prayers with the tiny Jewish community of Cairo.
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n this week’s parsha, Avraham Avinu learned to place
his trust in Hashem, the Almighty G-d, for there is no one
else upon Whom to rely. Together with the discovery of his
Creator, Avraham learned the power of tefillah. Similarly, in
the Haftorah, Yeshaya Hanavi reminds Bnei Yisroel that we
must always remember to place our trust in Hashem.

Tefillah is a powerful tool that the Jewish people have.
Anything can be accomplished with a sincere tefillah. The
Gemara (2 non) relates that mothers of Kohanim Gedolim
would bring food and clothing to the "vopn »y” (Cities of
Refuge) so that the murderers who were there would not

daven that the Kohen Gadol should die, as this was their
ticket to freedom. Even a prayer for the death of the Kohen
Gadol by a murderer is not taken lightly, how much more so
a sincere fefillah from a righteous Jew?

Interestingly, the Gemara () n"3) says that from the day
that the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed, the gates of tefillah
were closed shut. According to this terrifying Gemara, why
should anyone daven in a time of need? What’s the point?

The answer lies in the above posuk. Hashem says, ‘Fear not,
Israel,’ because although the gates of prayer might be “shut”,
the gates of tears will never be! Prayer stems from the sincere
tears that accompany it. And Hashem will always consider
the sincere tears of His Nation to save and assist them always.
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Rashi quotes the Gemara in Pesachim (117b) that this posuk refers to the birchas Avos, the first beracha in Shemona Esrai.
The Gemara continues: you might think the beracha "onman 0" should conclude with all three names of the Avos; therefore,
the posuk says "n512 7" - Hashem says, "pmn 72" - this beracha will end with you, Avraham; not Yitzchok or Yaakov.

What is the reason for this? My machshava here is as follows: We do not conclude with the mention of all three Avos in
order to dispell the mistaken notion that we have three distinct branches of Yiddishkeit. Avraham Avinu embodied the essence
of chessed, Yitzchak contained the enormous power of tefillah/avodah, while Yaakov was the pillar of truth represented by his
prolific Torah study. One might mistakenly think that each individual middah is independent of the others and one can devote
his life to any one of the three, disregarding the other two, thinking that he is no less of a G-d-fearing, upstanding Jew. Thus,
Chazal stress that Yitzchok Avinu did not have his own independent manner of divine service and neither did Yaakov. Both
were a continuation of the spirit of Avraham Avinu. This is the meaning of the words "Dn7ax 0" at the conclusion of the
birchas Avos: in other words, all manner of Avodas Hashem is an outgrowth of the divine service which Avraham Avinu began.

The Chofetz Chaim z¢’l offers a different explanation. Moshiach will come in the merit of Klal Yisroel upholding the
middah of chessed as embodied by Avraham Avinu, and even if parts of the other two middos may be lost by the majority of
the people, the middah of chessed will live on and continue to be strong. We clearly see this today whereby tzedakah and
chessed have become inborn traits which characterize the spiritual makeup of a Jew. Thus, the Gemara says: "pnmn 72" - with
you, Avraham, I will conclude this long golus, in the merit of your chessed and tzedaka. We are mispallel that the prophecy of
Yeshaya Hanavi (37-27) "np182 maw n7an vawnma N will come true very soon. We say “Tziyon” should be redeemed
through justice but Moshiach will come only through the middah of chessed and tzedaka. May it be soon and in our lifetime.

ﬂ'@ﬂ' b = i 75 | ﬂ'@_“) _1‘2@'@ what his wife felt, and what the family custom has always
(A-12) . TIRDTN 0D N 3 N T TN been. R’ Elyashiv asked a few pointed questions and then,

Ywn: If there was ever a man known for his extreme patience
and tolerance in responding to all sorts of questions that were
posed to him, it was the great Posek Hador, R’ Yosef
Shalom Elyashiv z¢”l. His Rebbetzin related that one night,
after midnight, a man came to the Elyashiv home and
pounded on the door quite loudly. Although he did not sleep
much, R’ Elyashiv instantly awoke and ran to answer the door.

The man apologized for waking the Rav but he had a very
important shaila to ask which could not wait. R’ Elyashiv
invited him in and sat down to listen to his query.

The man needed to know: what name should he give his
newborn son? R’ Elyashiv understood from the tone of the
question that the man was probably making a bris the next
morning and was conflicted about the baby’s name. He
listened as the man told him the various angles to the question,

together, they came up with a name that would be appropriate.

Smiling broadly, the man stood up and thanked the Rav for
taking the time to answer his question. R’ Elyashiv saw him
to the door and as he walked out, he turned and asked one more
question: “But if my wife has a girl what should we name her?”
oma: Although Chazal tell us that Avraham Avinu improperly
asked, "MwIN M YN NM” - “How will I know that I will
inherit it?” Hashem did not get angry with him and reprove him
on the spot. Instead, he made a “Bris” - a covenant, whereby
He swore that Avraham’s descendants will inherit the Land
of Israel. Gedolim and Tzaddikim understand the importance
of tolerating others, even when they are wrong and sinful, and
we too must learn from the middos of the Almighty - and
emulate Him - by treating other Jews with the utmost respect,

dig@}%azi%lce and love that we would expect from others.
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The Gemara (03 1n") quotes Rav Chelbo who learns from our posuk that a man should be careful with the kavod (honor) of
his wife since all blessings come to the home due to the woman. Rava even told the people of Mechuza: “Give honor to your
wives because in that merit you will become rich.” R’ Avraham Chaim Feuer shlit’a (Lahavos Aish) quotes R’ Avraham
Pam z¢”l who asks: in the Kesuba document that a man gives to his wife under the chupa, there are four words that are used to
express his obligation to his wife. "nDan" - I will work, "»W" - I will honor, "poX" - I will nourish, "©319X" - I will support. It
seems that the word OKIR - I will honor, is an emotional obligation, while the other three are financial. What is it doing here?

Rav Pam answers that in fact the first TWO words describe a man’s emotional obligations toward his wife, and the second
two describe his financial obligations. EFLACH - I will work, is referring to Avodas Hamiddos, working hard to respect and
honor one’s wife. A man must work on himself not to be demanding or harsh with his spouse; he must put in great effort to
appreciate and accept her in all situations, never cause her pain or criticize her, try to ignore her faults and downplay her
mistakes. In order to merit much blessing in his home, a man must truly WORK ON HIMSELF - “Eflach” - in order to respect
his wife - “Okir.” The second two words IZON and AFARNES are referring to a man’s financial obligations to his wife.

R’ Feuer adds that nowadays, when many young husbands are learning in Kollel, how can they promise financial support to a
wife? The answer is that the last two words in the kesuba are conditional on the first two. “Happy Wife, Happy Life.” If a man
works hard to show his wife the kavod she deserves, then he is promised that his parnassa will come with much blessing!




